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| Wruten by that moſi Reuerend holy man 
Doftor I. de Awila a moſt renowned © | | 
Preacher of Spaine of Þ 


Moſt profitable for all fortes'of People, » | 
whoe ſeeke their faluation, + 


Benedifus Dews qui alia dona dedit —_ o” | 
Bleſſed bee Almighty God, who bath gin fc if 


fo men, 


Art Rouen by the "widdow. of #4 
-  Nicolgs Courant. 


| 


| croſſes , which daily occarre ;, but inthe patien! 


Mis we finde in that diuinc booke 


# 


HE VFS intituled THE FOLLOW 1 NG 


which & to be obtayned in this life , conſiſts not, 
| inthe being able to prenent or anoid miſeries, and 


and humble acceptation and ſafſerance thereof. | 
| For indeede, there is no ſuch thing as the, 


deſolations of minde; ſome by infirmicies 
of bodie; ſome by want of temporall mea. 
nes,ſome by vnkindeneſle of freinds; ſome 
by detraction againſt fame, ſome by ſuires 


nares , Whereby to intrappe our patience, 


| 


not being encountred and croſſed, tome jr: F--4 
one kinde, and ſome in another; ſome, by | F 


in law; and ſomeby perſecution for Reli- | | 
oo For theſe things lye-as fo:manie | 


in this great Hoſpitall of the worlds and. ; 


ſome men are ſubje&ro more of them, ahd. 
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F | ſome to fewer; but there isno man, who 
at one time ororther,is nor ſubiect ro ſome. 
The buſineſſe therefore mult be , ro ſup- 
| porte both ſuch as Almighty God, $hall 
| either ſend for the punishmer of our other 
ſinnes, or for the greater purification and 
perfection ofour owne foules; or for the 
 aduancemetr of his owne glory otherwile; 
and ſuch others alſo, as for the greater pu- 
| nishment of wicked men, he shall permitr 
them to inflict vpon vs; and to ſupporte 
them ſo, through the fauour of God,as not 
 anely thereby nor to forteitc heauen inthe 
| nextlife, but to enable vs in the midit of 
all our miſeries, to obtaine a kinde of hea- 
uen, cuenin this. For I account it to be a 

| kinde ofheauen in the crowdeof trouble, 
not to be ouerweighed with the burthen, 
but toaccept, & be content With the good 
will of God, and to aſpirc towards an imi- 
tation of the Paſſion of Chriſt our Lord, | 
| & ro know and feele in our very harts, the 
ſubſtantiall & ſauorie truth of thar diuine 
+ | faying of S. Iean Chriſoſtome : 17 is a more 
* | glorious thing for a man 10 ſuffer for Chriſt , then 
te raigne with him. 

But now, as this doctrine is divine, {0 
1 {theleſſon, whereby weare to learne it, is 
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hard ;and therefore we shall doe well £c 


vie the beſt meanes, we can,to take ir our. 
 Andfor my parte I muſt confeſle; that I 
 haueneuer mettin anie Authour , with ſo | 


manie, ſo weighrie , {o caſie, and practica- 
ble conſiderations, and inducements to- 
wards not onely the patient, but euenthe 
ioyfull ſufferance of all thoſe crofles and 
afflictions, which can finde the way to-vs 
inthis world,asare delivered by FATHER 
AY I L A inhis Epiſtles; whereof TI haue 


ſelected the chiefe , and choice, and made. 


them ſpeake with our tongue ; tothe end, 
that we may be the berter taught, to beare 
thoſe burthens of affliction , which may 
otherwiſe proue too hardand heauie, for 
our ſoft shoulders of lesh and bloud. And 
I am confidently perſwaded, thar beſides 
the entertainement,which the reader will 
finde therein otherwiſe,for his delight and 
guſt ; it will be impoſſible for him, to haue 
had , or haue a crofle of anie kinde, for 


which he shall not heere finde ſtore of re- | 


medies,and comforts brought to his hand. 
So that he will owe adiligent,and deuourt 
reading to this Collection; ifnot for the 


ON . 


= 


Author's or Tranſlator's ſake, yetatleaft, 


hi 4 % ? ; K 
{| for his owne. JM 
, 30” 4 


li LETTER OF tus | 
Authour to a deeje freind. of bis. He | 
Shewes how great blindenes it 14 to 


looſe eternall bliſſe for — 
fel F; 1 


z ex HE PEACE of our Lord leſus 'TA 
f 2602 & Chrift, be euer with you. 1 recei- 
NL 7 ucd aletter.of yours ſome daies, | 
3 Ox FJY Palt , writtenin $ emill; whereof. 4'3 
SAS though | were very eladd, yet 2 
should I haue. xejoyced mach 
more, to be there to enioy your conuerſation, 
which 1 haue foe long defired.I beſeech Chriſt, i: 
that wee may ſce one another in heauen,wher 
all our deſires will be at an end; ; polleſling hi ? 
Who: is the true fulfilling of them all, | 
Sir I would cxtreamely deſire, that the fronds | 
ke of theis temporall things did niot blinde our 
harts, and hinder ys from he fight of ſuch as 
are eternal. What an'ill exchange doth hee 
make , who, Looſes.that which may be inte- 
riourly poſiefied, and whjch.indeede1s che t1 
fruits; x that which bs exreriggs and whi his ]- / -- 
j _ PR.” 
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noe better then the shell, ot cruſt. Woe be to. 
that man, who hath more care of his goodes, | 
then of his conſcience; and who purs the foule 
in hazard, to ſecure the life of his body. Not 
ſoe, 6 y&@Mnen, not ſve, but rather as ſoſeph did; 
| whoe to ſecure his chaſtity, left his vper garmEr 
inthe hands of her, whoe would haue robbed 
him of that treaſure. It is the ſentence of Chriſt 
jour Lord, that if owr right eye be an occaſion to vs of 
finue , wee muſt pluck it out and caſt it from vs. The 
right eye, is the loue which we carry towards 
goods,or honour,or life,or freinds;which, if by | 
]che inordinate aboundance thereof,it be an oc-| 
| cafionto ys of finne, wee are to eſtraunge our 
\{ſcluesfrom ir ; and to cutt it of, leaſt otherwiſe 
we be eftraunged from God. 

| Wee muſt love nothing ſoe well, as that wee 
;Pmay not treade it vader foote, if it hinder vs 
_ well with God, There is noe ſuch 
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(thing, as holding freindſhip with that ſoucrai- 
[gne King, bur onely ſuch a man as will confeſſe, 
that heaven ishad very cheape , though it 
1 thould chance to coſt him his life. They who 
1 wif thirike to comply both with their owne; 
| >= 1 affeQions,and with the loue alfo of our] 
4 Lord,are mightily deceiued. For theis men 1: 
mnorGod , but ſoe as they alſoe love many other 
” x, ppm God will be loued, aboue thetn 


14 of the ſonnes of men ; and who 


EPISTLES. _ Eps 3. 
their eyes to leade them blinde-fould, inariuge 
like another Sampſon , liuing according to the PR 
ſuggeſtion of vice,and in the diſpleaſure of our | 
| Lord? Who ſhall be able to m echem vnder- | - 
ſtand char they are ftraungely deceined in ſee- 
king riches in the firſt place, and yertue, inaſc- 
cond. Yea and if it foe fall our, that both of 
them cannot be kept , men are content to be | 
without yertue , ſoe that they may not be with- 
out money, And thusput they light , into the 
place of darkenes; and darkenes into that of lighy. | 
O thatour Lord would open the eyes of theis b 
men ! and how bitterly would they weepe, 
ſecing how badd exchaungers they had beene? 

Is nor perhapsthe freindſhip of God , which is} / 
obteyned by the exerciſe af vertue, of moreya- | * 
lew, then all therelt of Flags , Which can be 
wiſhed? Are not perhapps the commenndements 
of God more worthy to be deſired then thanſands «| 
zold and filuer? where ſhall we findea true paire} 
of ſcales ro weigh cuery thing out, foriuſt-=F 
muchas it is; that foe we may notthus foreuer 
live in lyes, | 
| Men fly as farre as they cann'frombeingdes 
cciued, in their temporall ſtates. Bur why fly | 
they not with greater diligence from being de-J . \, 
ceiuedin ſome what els, which imports ' 
| more? They complaine if they be coſened in} /- 
halfe the worth of any thing, whick they areto 
buy 3 yea and there is noe meanes t6/appeale | 
them, bur they will necdes be ſeeking 2 remedy} 
againſt thar abate. And yer they are very 
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. a ro. Jaoſe pheix ſoules for alirtle gaine, or for an 


+ f aQFof murmusrige , or ſome.other finne. And 
wecangotlioe much as preuaile with them, to 
the end thatthey may haue ſome feeling of it, 
and ſay Lan deceiucd, ler ſoc greata wrong as 
this, be remoned. | 

-» Thaz ſoule,Q, men which you are looſing, is 
more worth. then all that which can be giuen 
| \ in exchaunge thereof; what doe you gett 
} by gayningit all,if youlooſe your ſelues alone? 
{ what doth. it profitt. you to ſce cuery body 
g999, if withall your ſtlues be wicked 2 whax 
 dothir profitt you, to gaineand growe great in 
| pojur of fortune, with preiudice to your ſou- 
les? and to. be mighty in the fight of men, bur 
| not tobe atknowledged inthe fight of God? 

. The day will come, infallibly it will come, 
when Gad will deſtroy.all them whoe worke miquin; 
and for what then will that ſerye, to which 
they. haue moſt pretended heere 2 O day of gi- 
ung accounteforallthe daiesof our lives, how 
hrple-art thou.conlidered , and therefore how 
little art thou feared. And men, in the, meane 
f tymerunne,with-the bridle looſe, and iatheir 
reerh,, for the gathering of this lictlc miſcrable 
lowerwhich fe quic kly Fades, and they ſee 


| 


vic their very eyes,thatit is cuen llipping from 
ce their. fangers;,and yet, there is neuer 
want of ſomebody, who hath a minde to hould 
j it cais world, whilſt (ill, it is flying ſpecdily 
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to be had in this world, What is this ite, but | 
way from our owne houſes reaching to the pla> 
ce, where thecues defire ro cuttiour throates; 
ſince every day we walke on more' and more, 
and it is noe whether els, but towards death, 
Now who would be foe abſurdiy* inconfiders> ! 
te, as that when he were to be conducted to 
execution, and that much haſt were'vſed rodife 
patch him, che delinquent ſhould yer; fall into 
greataflitis, becauſe he were not ſumptuoaſly 
cladd; or who in ſuchacaſe, would attend to 
buſy himſclfe about hearing ſome relatiory of 
the lives of others, or would delight himſelfe, 
with looking vpon ſome-publick entertaine- 
ment and paſtime ?- Or would pur himſcifets 
ſtudy what the reaſon mighe be; why rien put 
not of their hatrs to him, wah good gracet 
And yet how many doe wee Tee{ throughour: 
finnes ) depriued of all ſenſe, who ( goeing; us 
weall doe, to that reſting place oftheir'grauesz 
yea and running faſter thithery then any arro\y. 
flyes our of a bowe, )doe yer deraine themſcluts' 
fooliſhly, ſome ypon fine cloathes;others, vpon' 
a certaine paltry fnSake of honotr,and otlitrs, 
who bt angry at the hart ,becauſciuſt rhat 
which they defire; is not done,” And' yet tholtþ - 
very _ which they delite ; are tieitherſuobþ 
as helpe them to obtaine truefelicity, nor lit} 
derehem from/fallinginto etcrnall miſery, 477. 
| - - Whatin'thename of God; is'this v: hick-hath- +» 
ſoeblinded vs,as that we ſhould make Tyme ory 
 Rioxnity ," and Frernitie of Tyne '? T_ 
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men deſpiſed that crernall blifle , which God 


| | labour, or care. ' But tbe truth is,thar eyen they 
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hath prepared for them in heauen , 2s if it were 
1] but temporall ; and ſoc haue they lodged all thcir | 
loue ypon this tranſitory world, as if this were ; 
the thing which is ecernall. How few are there 
on carth , whoe paſle through it, like ftraungers, 
as 5. Peter ſaith we muſt; and who faſten their; 
harts ypon the Feture, as vpon their Cuue, and 

| true place of reſt? Ler the tongue ſay what it 
. wil A but our wor kes proclayme vs to be Cit. 
| zens of this world, fince we extreamely deſire, 
' tobe accommodated, and exalted heere, and (o| 
| take noe care-though we ſhould be but -as 
ſtraungers in-the next world. Perhaps we arc 
growne to be of opinion, that the kingdome 
of heauen may be obteyned without any great | 


who take moſt paines,will finde that ſtill they 
hane enough todoe,& that ſtill they muſt con-) 
tinge in doubt, whether it will ſerue the turne, | 
or noc;and what then will become of the rech-* 
lefle perſon, bur that he will be ſure to looſe ir? 
.-- Qurlife is a yery match of wraſtling, and be 
whoe wraſtles as the apoſile faith, mult wholly | | 
vatye , and dif-intangle himſelfe that he may | 

| gaine bis crowne, Wee are running for a wager, | | 
andthe Prize,is noe lefle then the kingdomeot 

| heaven, Yet not all they , who runne, areto haue 
this Prize, bur they onely , who runne beſt. 

1 What a madd man were hee, whoſhould ſhac- 
-þ Kehis fecre, and then thinkethat he were to 
carry che Preze , which muſt be (given rothar 
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 bourhood with orhers. Envy is a 


man whoe runnes a pace. And it is. not alefle. 
abſurde ſtrange thing , that a man ſhoulden-, 
ſnare his ſoule, with the heauy aflictiss of fleſh 
and bloud, which permitt him not to flye vp, | 
towards God. | | 
God commaundes that to him who ſhould 
ſtrike thee , vpon one of thy cheekes , thou 
ſhouldeſt turne the other , which is as much as 
to ſay ; that not onely thou muſt not reuenge 
thy ſelfe, for the iniury receiued, but that thou 
art to keepe thy hart prepared, to endure an 
other , ifit be giuen, and ſtillif another blowe 
be offered to twrne the other chreke; that is, to pre- 
pare thy ſclfe for enduzing iniuries, more and 
more, inſuch fort, that the other may be ſoo- 
ner weary of doeing ill , then thou of k 
it,for thy goodnes 15 to be greater,then his mals | 


{pee Fourlo this way , who is 
t 


4 Aft © *% 


therefore if this loue be not laid a fide 3 
{hall we be euer able ro 1avve. | 
If God commaund that wee mult rather dye 


then commit a mortall finne, how ſhall we be | 
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L BY Chaine, and the lone af our ſilues is a Chat, "= 
'roote of all thereſt, W hat a ſotriſh thing i is it 
therefore, for 4 man to thin ke that hee; whoe - 
affects chofc things which his owne will ſup- 
eits s,is able to runne that carriere, wherein t 
ant{of God muſt ruane, and whoe becsaſe 
| he coments hirhſcife, thinkes that God will al- 
fo beconrented with i it, and who living after 
his owne faſhion, will yet conceiue, thar he may 
live ſoe with God. 

' Away,away,lett ys awake at laſt, fox the lo- 
ue of God lert vs awake, before hell-freawake 
vs.Andlett vs knowe, that the kingdowe of God 
ts aidden teaſute *; and that he who findes-it 
myſt beſtowe all thathe hath, ypon the pur- 
chaſe thereof; efteeming hiniſelfe more happy 

has inall things els. 'A 


| and) rich'in this alone, 
| to4þ who hath a mine 1 ro gain this Eingdo- 


oy orbound ro become bankrupt; bt to be 
/4r: bur that which he neetles 1 pl -that for 

He: out df his kingdome, hee cutt of all occa- 
ſion of inSrfinateoge which he thay carty to 
| richies;and to honour, anJto a delicate and Ue- 
| lig hrfull life; and in fine rohis owne proper will. 
; Chriſt our lord y will haue* vs all naked, that:ſoe 
| we may rghnie on apiceto him, who dyedna- 
| ked forvs, That man' ig 44ked wh HoUts his 
1 life, and Hjs book, laid ynder,and in ſubic&jon | 
| tothe wil of Chriſt our Lord , doeing what 
T Kod ales not chat, which 3 is ſuggeſted by | 
Leo , or honour ; and who makes as light 
]aceor ntof theſe things,as if if he had chem nots 
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| andis ready to caſt themall inco a light fire, ra-\ 
ther then to goe againſt the freindthip of our] 


| not with fuperfluity , butfor the ſupply of iuſt 
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Lord God, by committing ſoe much as one fin- 
ne. And though perhaps a man may attend ro 
the improuement of his eſtate; it mult nor be 
for the loue, which he carryes to it; bur becauſe 
God commaunds it.If he liue,it muſt not be be- 
cauſe he loues life, as making that the end of 
his care;but he mult keepeit, for the ſeruice of 


God; and ſooner throwe it away, thea offend 


him. If he be to aparell himſelfe, he nwſt not 
take counfaile with vanity how he may be 


eſteemed for his cloathes; but with the word of | 


our Lord which commaunds that we vie them 


neceſfity, And ſoe this kinde of man, doth nor 
hould him{elfeto be his owne, but as one who 
belongs wholly to God. He cares nor; for what 
himſelfe defires, but for that which God com- 
maunds. He layes all things,and himfelfe with-: 
all, to be trodden vpon, vnder foot; for ſoche 
may hould God aboue his head. God con 
maunds and hee obeyes ; God directs and hee 
ſubmitts;and as the ſhadow followes the body, 
foe hee followesthewill of God. | 
Theis arerrueſonnes of Obedience,to whome 
it is'promiſed , that they sball firt at the table of 
God; And that , as the true ſonne ſuffered by 
Obedience, and entredſoe into his kingdome, 
ſoethe adopted ſonnes muſt alſoe enter in ,by 
the fatne meanes. There is noe coulour of rea- 
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of the great, Turke , ſhould goe to aske a re- | 
ward of the Chriffion Emperour ; and yet if hee | 
ſhould it would be eaſy ro make him this an- 
ſweare, Let him pay you , Whome you haue ſerued 

And ſoc will God an{weare them, whoe liucd 
heere in obedience to their owne appetites 
when they ſhall aske him that reward of 


| Great thankes doe we owe to Chriſt our | 
| Lord, for hauing warned vs of this ſoe longe 
before, that ſoe if we will thinke thereon, we 
may not finde our ſclues deceived by him, who 
ſoe dzercly loued vs, His aduertifſement is this. 
Not enery ene whoe [aith to meg Loyd, Lord, Shall en- 
tex into the kingdome of heaven ; but be shall enter in. 
who doth the will of my Fatber , who is in heaven. 
What neede haue wee of any more, ſince the 
word of Chriſt qur Lord can neuer faile } And. 
who is that man, who will not awake with 
this, For the queſtion is ngt now , concerning 
any carthly kingdome , but the kingdome of 
heauen ; _ noe may enters thither but he 
wha ſhall haue done the will of God, Let this, 
 therefare , beour ſtudy, let this be ourdiſcour- 
ſe, let vs counſajle men to this, and let vsin fine 
 obſerue vigilantly if we docany thing which | 
carryes not true capformigic, with the will of | 
our Lord, And becauſcqur owne watchfulnes 
will not ſuffice, lett ys call vpon our Lord, thar ' 
hee may allift ys. Let vs acknowledge our 
owne miſcry, and let vs cordyally implore his 


mercic. Qur lard who nut helpe vs-is noe 
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| vp our treaſure there, It will be highly enoug 


| through the eternities of «ll eterninies. Amen. 
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ſuch perſon, as that he can deny himſelf ro ſuch 


- [as ſecke him, with their harts. And if we did |. 


indeede knock & call ypon him, infallibly he 
would anf.,yeare & open to vs, And he knocks 
indeelr; who knocks both by prayer, & by the 
praiſe of vertue. And he ſhall be heardyvhen 
he calls, who was content to hearken to his 
neighbour, when he was called vpon by him; 
and whoe aſliſted him in his neceſlities, and 
who pardoned his errours, and who neither did 
illco him , nor refuſcd patiently to ſuffer ill 
from him. 
T bus us the generation of them who ſeeke our Lord, 
and they shall finde bim. Let vs therefore goe, 
and runne this carriere, For happy are thoſe la- | 
bours , which are endured for the obteyning 
of this Crowne, And they ſhall ſoone paſle away, | 
but their reward isto laſt for euer. Let vs lay | 
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| 


for vs, to poſleſle God; and tet ys not looſe our ' 
tyme, for it was nor giuen ysto be loſt. Bur let 
vs live, tothe end that we may cuer liue; and 
ſoc wee ſhall paſſe on, from contumely to glo- 
ry, from pouerty to plenty,from banilhmentto 
our owne country , which we ſhall poſleſlc 
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| 4 letter 10.4 certaine perſon , wherei: | 
z treated of the Loue of God tow- 
aras man, and of that which hee 4; 
wont to doe towards the releife of 
our miſerie. 


T HE Infant Teſws whoe was borne for our 
good , make you partaker of the blei- 
ings, which he brings, fince be tooke thoſe 
miferies ypon him to which we were ſubjc&; 
I beſcech him to giue youthart liuely fire of his | 
loue, wherein you may burnevp with a quick 
flame; ſince to kindle this lour in vs, he came 
into the world; foe poore, and foe froſen with 
cold. How much more cold this Infant ſuffers, 
foe much more warme doth he cloath our harts 
towards the loue of him, And by how much 
the more . we Ioue him, ſoe much the more 
doe we defire to ſuffer for him. For loue flyes 
from taking caſe; as from a thing which is very 
contrary to the intention andend thereof. For 
whileſt others are ſeeking for libertie, and de- 
1 light, he whoe loues abhors this, and deſires 
to be cternally a ſlaue,and to be euer labouring 
for whome he loues. 

| I pray you tell me, who conſtrayned Al- 
mightie God to become man? noe other thing 
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bur oneiy L-ue: Who conſtrayned him ( lance 
there was noe remedy, but that he would be- 
come man )rhat he muſt needes be borne in 
ſoe hard and foe bitter a tyme of the yeare, and 
ina country where he was a ſ{traunger,and in- 
ſtecde of a houſe, that it muſt needes be in a ſ{ta- 
ble ; and all thisin ſoe great pouertie, and baſe- 
nes, that he well deſerues compaſſion art our 
hand. Certainely noe. other thing but Loxe 
could. haue brought him as it were,all bound 
from heauen, tothe moſt pure wombe of our 
Biefled Lady, and from that wombe,it brought 
him to that hard manger, and fromthence, to 


{ many other afflictions , and ſoe ar laſt to the 
| -rofe, where louing vs with much truth of 


loue, he procured,that we might truely loue | 
lym, as himſcife had ſaid before. If 1 be exalted 
jrem the earth, | will draw all things vp to my ſelfe. 
Exalting from the earth, (1gnifies todye ypon the 
"roſſe as he did. And then drew he all things to 


himſelfe , by meanes of that mighty love, : 


which he kindled in the hart of man. For, loo- 
king towards this true loucr, ſome haue beene 
content to forgett their countries, and to liue 
in continual] pilgrimage;others to forſaketheir 
eſtates, and to liuc in pouerty; others haue offe- | 
red themſelues to ſeuerall afflictions, yea and to 
dcath ir ſcife,defiring rather ro ſuffer for Chriſt 
our Lord then to bedelighted any way but in 
him, And let his mercie be praiſed foreuer, for 
that amonglt thery,, whoe through the noble 
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| ' fortunes and themſelues withall , your ſelfe is 
growneto be one, not of your ſcife, but by him 
whoe workes his owne gloric in you, And 
therefore he will not leaue you in the weake 
hands of your ſelfe alone, {ince he, & nor you, 
begin the worke. 
You therefore my good lady , may well re- 
ioyce, you may reioyec in God, fince you ate 
well protected ynder a mantle which is bort 
ſoe ſoft, andſoe {tronge. Stronge to defendc 
you from your etiemies, and from your ſelfe, 
whoe are the greateſt enemie you haue ; and 
ſoft or ſweete to comfort you in your aflic- 
tions ; and to feele them , as if they were his 
owne, and to giue you part of his hart, which 
is ſoc greately wounded with loue for you, 
How could our Lord haue expected &drawoe, 
or guarded , or ſuſteyned you, if he had nor 
 loyed you with great truth of loue? How is it 
poſſible that your finnes would not haue pro- 
uoked him to wrath, if there had not beene as 
much louc in'him, as ſerued romake him $hut 
his eyes towards them, and to open them tow- 
ards the doeing you fauour ? 
| Burtyouwill ſay, How come I to be foe bappie, | 
as ihat the giernall king shauld lone mee , and for 
that reaſon should endure mee, and dee thee foe much 
2ood infleede of ill; 1 will anſweare you , when | 
you ſhalt firſt haue tolde mee, why the fire bur-' 
nes; and why the ſanne ſhines ; and why the 
| warer refreſhes; and why: cucry thing is en-, 

dewed wighthixowne nature. An! if you fay 
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the freburnes becauſe it is fire, ſoe doe 1 alſoe 


rellyou , that becauſe God is God , therefore | 


doth hee loue ys freely , and ſhewes mercy to. 
ſuch as deferue it not. wake 
Our pride hath nothing, noe it hath nothing, 
whereof ro glory ; but the ſhame, and diſho- 
nour, muſt be ours, and the honour his. The 
2004 wee may enioye ; but the z(orie rhuſt be 
his, For ſoe the angells ſunge when the bleſſed 
Infant was borne; Glory be ts Ged in the beauens, 
and peace to men of good will. Lett vs giuethe 
glory to the Lord of ys all, for the mercies 
which we haue receiued at his hahd. Glory be 
ro him, becauſe he hath deliuered vs with ſoe 
much power, from the hands of them, to who- 
me we had delivered our ſelues , with ſoe miſe- 
rable areſolution. Glory be to hit, whoe Urew 
vs to grace wee being our of his grice; and 
who ſuſtaines ys, and crownes vs with nierey, 
andwith many tmercies, and whoe giues ys ro 
vnderſtand , that hee will finish it vs, 
which hee hath begunne. For he is worit ro 
haue the charge and care of any bulines , to 
whome the honour muſt refule ; and he whoe 
reapes the honour, muſt be content to take the 
cate, Andnow ſince this Bleſſed Lord of ours, 
willbe glorificd in vs,and will take the honour 
of our viRorie to himſclfe, he will alſoe take 
thecare of our combartt, and hee will enable vs 
to paſſe through it to him; and willtye vs to 
bitnfelfe, with ſoe ſtronge a knort of loue, thar 
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neither life, nor death, ſhall diuide vs. 
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He will enable vs to looke vpan himſelfe 
with open eyes; and to shutt them towards 
all orher things ; and he will imprint himſelfe 
ſoc faſt ypon our harts, that, for the loue and. 
metnory of him, wee ſhall Foggert not onely. all 
other things ; but our yery ſelues alſoe. This | 
will he doe, whoe is ſoe pittious,8& ſoc power- 
full, and his name is holy , and heeit is , whoe 
| loues ys morethen wecaneither ſay,or thinke. 
For his workes exceede all created ynderltan- 
ding. To him be glorye for the eternitie of all 
| eternities. Amen, ey. E; 

As for that which you aske mee, concerning 
| my health, it goes ill with mee, finceI am vn- 
worthy of 3; For if I were not very yn- 
worthy , our Lord would not haue'taken my 
ine oa mee, ſoe ſoone, as he hath taken 
it, Andas for the reſt of your letter ,1I anſweare 
that a great fire , by how much the more it is 
ſhutr yp and concealed, ſoe much the hotter it 
burnes. Chriſt our Lord make you his true and 
faithfull diſciple,that ſoc you may,in ſome ſort 
correſpond to that vnſpeakeable and diuine 
loue of his , as I cordially defire of him for 
YOu. | 
| | | 
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Aletter to a reuetend and religious per-[ 
' ſon , encouraging him toWards the 


perfett loue of God ; and repreſenting 
to him ſome meanes for the obteyning 
thereof. 


Euerend father,Pax Chrifti. Since our Lord 
Res Chriſt is not pleaſedthat, at this ty- 
me, I ſhould be where I might enioy-the com- 
munication of your ſelfe, andof thoſe my Mai- 
ſters the Collegialls , as I had wiſhed , lert his 
name be bleſſed for all;and in the meane tyme 
I maſt endure ic with patience. Whereir yer, 
I mce thinks , I ſhall not be performing a finall 
penance, for it is a hard thing for vs to endure 
to be diuided from the perſons whome wee 
loue, And in very trath Idid neuer foe much 
delire to be aſſiſted by you in ſome things as' 
now,For I conceiue, thatit might haue proued | ' 
eatly to the ſeruice of our Lord. Bur yer ſince 
by one that loues, all things are well taken, I 
will ſpeake a little to you in abſence, till our 
Lord ordaine that wee nay be preſent. 
Sir I much deſire that we may ſeeke God 
who isour totall Good, andthat, not after any 
ordinary manner, but like ſome one whoe ſee- 


kes a preat rreafure, which is much efteerned, | 
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O God,o Lord, 6 thou the true repoſe of the 
moſt interiour'part of our ſoules ; and when 
ſhall wee beginn, I ſay notto loue thee, but at 
leaſt todelire to loue thee 2 When I ſay ſhall we 
conceiue adelireof thee, ſuch a one as may be 
worthy of thee> When ſhall verite be able to 
preuaile more with vs, then vanity 2 beauty, 
then deformity ? repoſe, then reſtles care? the 
Creatour who is ſoe richly full , and all-ſufh- 
cient, before thecreature, whoe is ſoe yery em- 


pty, and poore? Deare Lord, and whoe,, at | 
length, will open our eyes, that we may Knowe | 


tharthere is nothing out of thee, which either 


hath any countenance initſelfe , or is ableto | 
give any true contentment-to vs ? who will | 
make; ſome little diſcouery of thee to vs; that | 


ſoebeingall enamored of thee, wee may goe, 
may runne, may flye,and may remaine eternally 
with thee? 

| Woebe to ys, for wee are extreamely farre 
from God, and, wee arc in ſoe little paine for 
that diſtance, as that wee can ſcarce be ſaid to 
fecle it. What is become of the profound, and 
tender (1zhes of thoſe ſoules, which had taſted 
once of God, and were afterwards cſtraunged a 
little-from him 2 what is become of wo, 6's 
atteRion , wherewith Dauid ſaid: If 1 sball gine 
Reeve to mineeyes , or [lumbering to myne eyelids; till 
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ſ ee him not onely wounded, byr killed by it, 
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1 hace found a houſe . wherein our Lord may dwell. 
Andthis houſe wee our ſelues are; when wee del- 
troy not out ſelues, by ſcatteridg our harts vpon 


of one delire, and of one loue, and then ir is, 
that we finde our ſelues,and are indeede the hou- 


For my part, I beleeue; that he ſaid true who 
affirmed the cauſe of our tepidity to be this, 
That he who hath nortaſted yert of God, dorh 
not knowein very deede whart it is,cither to ha- 
ue hunger or ſaciety. And ſo wee are neither 
hungry after God, nor are wee entirely ſatisfied 
by creatures ; but we remaine as certaine frozen 
things, being neither heere, nor there;full of dul- 
nes,and diſcouragement; & without all raſte of 
ſpiritt;and fitr to cauſe a vomitr in his ſtomacke, 
wholikes not ſeruants who are Luke warme, but 


and deſires nothing bue that it may burne ; and 


redd Cow, which was carried out of che campe. 


| And this he did of ſert purpoſe, to the end that |: 
wee , taking of that wood of the Croflc vpon| 


our {elues, might make a fire, and might warme 


variety of things, but recollect them tothe nity | 


deſires to haue them inflamed with the fire of | 
loue. This fire himſelfe brought intothe world, | 


to the end that itmay doe ſoc, himſelfe did bur- | 
ne, and was conſumed vpon the Croſſe, like that |. 


our {clues, and keepe correſpondence with foe]: 
greata louer, with ſome loue of ours, conſide- |. 
-] ring how juſt a thing it is, that we should be 
wounded by the ſweete dart of loue, ſince wee | 
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It is but reaſon that wee betaken by the lome 
oFhim, who was taken thereby for vs; & deliue- 
' red ouer for our ſakes, into ſuch fierce hands. | 
 Letr vs enter into that priſon of his loue , fince 
| he entred into the eiiom of ours, and thereby 
| was made as tame, as any lambe, before them 
who treated him foe ill, And this priſon was 
that , which made him remaine quiet vpon the 
Croſſe. For more ſtrange , and rude, were thoſe 
ropes,and priſons of his l6ue, thenthe nailes and 
ropes which reſtrayned his perſon, Theſe later, 
laying hould but ypon his body , bur his loue 
being that which ſeized his ſoule, And therefore 
- | letrour harts be tyed by his loue (that tyc of ſal- 
| uation)and lett vs nor defire ſuch liberty, as may 
carry vs out of his priſon, For as be is very ill in 
health, who is not wounded, and made (ick of 
his loxe : ſoe is he very ill at liberty , who isnot 
 reſtrayned in that priſon, Lett vs now refiſt him 
noclonger, let vs yeild our ſelues conquered by 
his «rmes, which are his benefitts , whereby he 
procures to kill vs, that foe we may ecuer liuc 
with him, He defires to burne vs vp ; that ſee the 
old man who was conforme to Ada. being co{umed, 
the new man whois conforme to Chriſt our Loyd may 
riſe ag4ineby lone. He defires to melt our hardnes, 
to the end that as vpon mertall which is made 
liquid by heate, that forme is imprinted which is 
delired by the worke-manzſoe wee ( being ſoft- 
ned by that love , which makes vs melt by hea- 
ring our beloued ſpeake to vs)may be ready, | 
' without all reſiſtance, that ſoc Chriſt our Lord 
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pleaſing to him, Now that figure, which he de- 
fires toimprint,is noe other then that of Lowe. For 
Chriſt our Lord is very Lowe it ſelfe; & he comaunded 
that we should lone one another,as he lowed vs. And S. 
Paule tells vs, that we muſt (oe be in loue with 
Chriſt our Lord, as he loued vs ; and deliyered 
himſelfe vp for vs. Soe that vnleſſe we love, we 
arevnlike him ; our countenance hath noe re- 
ſemblanceto his, but we are poore,naked, blin» 
de,deafe, and dumbe,and dead, For love a lone, is 
that which quickenes all things, and love is that, 
which is the ſpirituall-cure of our ſoules. For 
the ſoule without loxe is iuſt ſuch athiog as the. 
body is, without the ſoule. 

Let vs therefore love, and we shall line, let vs 
lene and we $hall grow like God ;nay we $ball 
wound him, whoeis to be wounded by love a- 
lone. Letr vs love and all things sball be ours, fin» 
ce they areall to ſerue ys, as it is written, They 
that love God Shall prone well in-all things. If we 
loue this love, lett vs apply the axe. of diligence, 
to the roote of our owne ſelfe-love, and ſoe bring 
this enemy of ours to the ground, What haye we 
of our {clues!let vs hedge our (eluesin God, and 
make noe account atall of any thingels. Let nor 
our owne lofles trouble vs , but the loſles of 
God, which are the ſoules who depart from him, 
And becauſe it is a hard thing,foramanto leaue 


earth. Ler vs groane out to God, fromxhe very 


may imprint vpon vs, what hguresvall be molt. 


. 


co love himſelfe, let vs ſhed many teares, where- | 
by it may be made eaſy for-vs , to dig vp this 
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- SPIRITVALL — Ep.z. | 
profoundeſt of our harts, for our teares doe even 
wound almighty God, though they be foe wea- 
ke,and ſoft,and though he be omniporent. 

| Lert vs enterraine good thoughts , for as 
Danid ſaith ; My thought # @ very fournace. Bur 
aboue all let vs place our ſelues, and not come 
quickly out againe, but make our habitation, in 
the woundes of Chriſt our Lord, and particu- 
larly in his ſacred fide. -For there his hart being 
deuided and peirced for vs , will receive ours 
into it, and foe it will growe warme, through 
the greatnes of hisloue, For whoe can r:maine in 
| fire, and not growe warme, at leaſt to ſome pro- 
portion? O that we could dyell there, and how 
happye should we be therein? what is the rea- 
ſon that we depart thence ſoc ſoone 2 Becauſe 
wetake nor vp thoſe fiue lodgings, in that high 
mountaine of the Croſſe; where Chriſt our Lord 


| wastransfigured indeede , though not towards 


beauty , but rowards deformitic ,: baſenes and 


dishonour : which lodgings are granted to vs; 
nay we aredclired to take them , though thoſe 
other three tabernacles which S. Peter deſired, 
were denyed to him. | 

| If ſomelittle ſparke of this fire be kindled 
-in our harrs}, let vs take preat care , that the 
| winde bloweit not our, {inceir is ſoe lirtle; Ler 
 vS couer it with the ashes of humilicie , let vs 
 hould our peace and hide it , and ſoe we bal! | 
finde ieſtill alive; And we muſt, dayly add ſome 
| wood to it, as*God commaundeth his Preiſts to | 


doe. Andrhar.fignifies to vs the doeing of gooo|, 
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workes: and the not looſing of anytyme, and, 
aboue allthings, we muſt approach to the true 
fire which may kindle and enflamevs, and this 
is [eſis Chriſt our Lord, inthe Bleſſed Sacrament. | 

Let ys open the mouth of our ſoule, 
which is our deſire , and let vs goe all ga» 
ping towardsthe fountaine of liuing water, for 
{oe without doubt , if we take hony into our 
mouths, we $shall haue ſome taſte thereof, And 
in fine if the fire bein our boſome, it will heate 
vs, But both before and after we communicate; 
we muſt yſe ſome preparations, and reflections; 
and there cannot be any better , then a liuely- 
Faith , that we goe then to receiue le Chriſt 
our Lord ; together with a conſideration, and 
loue of his paſſion, lince that miſterie wasinſti- 
ruted, in memory thereof, Being thus refreshed, 
lett vs then prouide our ſelues for our commu- 
nicating the next tyme after. For he whoe onely 
prepares himſelfe , for the preſent tyme , $hall 
ſeldome finde himſelfe well prepared. 

Let vs therefore runne after God, for we may 
be ſure enough, that he will not flye from vs. 
He is nayled vypon the Crofle, and infallibly we 
Shall finde him there. Ler vs conveigh himinto 
our harts, and then shutrthe doore, that he re- 
tyre not thence, Let ys dye to all viſible things, 
fince there will come a tyme , when we muſt 
leaue them perforce, 

Let ys renew our (clues in newnes of ſpirit 
lince we haueliued ſoc longe according to the 


No "Bs n 
& (90S __ 5. 
". K PweRnY 0 Y 
Fo > 
.* 
; . 4 
2 «iy 
A 
<4} 
———_—__———— * 
{1 
$ 


old man. Let vs be growing in knowledge and 
F= 


——— 


" o d. 
IN £- 


4: Std tas” th. — ow 4 ; 
— Wy a 9! x 4 ge ” 2 ? by's,* 
GOES : « 7 © es 4 " _ ooh t-, | w- - 4s py 2p 4a . - "0 wy =” 4 T7 
" «© - * - - 
"3 8 S I 1 R | I y 
> 4 24 Þ - - . 
_— P , = 
= » . 


— 


—" - 


_ 


f 


—— 


loueof Chriſt our Lord, whois the ſoucraigne | 
good. Andall this is to be obteyned by humble | 
prayer , and perſeuerant endeauour. More is 
receiued into the ſoule from without the ſoule, | 
then doth proceede of the ſoule, It is more for it | 
to be moued anddiſpoſed, then to worke when 
that is done, And therefore let vs remoue all 
impediments, and compoſe our owne harts 
within our (clues, expecting Chriſt our Lord 
there; who enters when thegates are $shutt, to 
viſit and comfort his Diſciples; and ſoe without 
doubt, he will come to ys. For Dawd faith of 
him, Our Lord beard the deſire of the poore , and his 
| eares harkened to the preparation of bis bart. And 
Gance Chriftour Lord is principally he who muſt 
workethisin ys, we haue noe reaſon todiſtruſt, 
bur taking courage and confidence in ſuch a 
conductor as he is, let ys beginne to runne that 
courſe with feruour, which ends not, but inthe 
onayenaget God. 4 
And if we cannat foe ſoone, make our harts 
as {ubiect to vs as we would, lett ys yet endure 
it with patience, ill God riſe vp and ſoe our ene- 
mies may fall, and till be wake, and commannd this 
ſea to calme it ſelfe. But then on the other ſide, 
his expreſle pleaſace is, that we haye confidence 
in him, euen in the greatelt temptations, yea 
though our lictle barkes should be vpon the 
| very point to fincke. 
Let ys not therefore be diſturbed , or diſ- 
mayed, Ler ys not put others to paine, for the | 
crouble which this continual warre gives vs, in | 
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hreatning that we ſhall be, ouercome. The 
Bay will arriue , when God will put this coun- 
y of ours into peace when wee shall ſleeye, | 
ithout any body by to wake vs. And now, 
ince this peace cannot beobteyned yet, it will 
de a better courſe for vs, to goe ſweating and 
ſtriging to roote.out our paliios, then to Long | 
our ſelues in eaſe , and to content our {clues 
with leading a tepid life, for the auoyding of 
that paine which the ſeeking of perfection 
would put vs to. Bur firlt lett vs vtterly diſtruſt 
ourſelues, and confide in God, and let vs be- 
vinnein the name, and power of the omnipo-| 
tent, Andthis begining of ours shall be hum:- 
litie, which is figured inthe aches that we take; 
and our end ſhalbe love, which is figured in the 
reſurreftion of our Lord ; andſoe we shallin- 
ioye both a good lent, and agood Eaſter, 

In the meane tyme I kilſe the hands , of all 
my Maſters your Collegialls, and I recommend 
my ſelfe to their prayers, And ſay you to'them 
in my name,that I beſcech them that we may 
loue both God, and our neighbours , in great! 
meaſure, That ſoe at theday of iudgment, we! 
may know well how to «nſweare ; and that we! 
may be made dotours, & be recciued into the 
Colledge of the Awgells, and Saints, where we 
$hall cuer,ſtudy the booke of life, which is God 
himſelfe, who will for euer ſtand open before 

| our eyes, that we may knowe him, &louc him, 
and for euer be in poſſeſſion of him. Our Lord 


leſus remaine, euer with you, Amen, 
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A Letter of the Author to 4 certaine lady, Hee 
shewes how the hunger of our bart cannot be ſa 
tisfied but by the ſpirit of our lord, who that hee 
may lodge himſelfe therein, requires that it bee 
free from all affefion to creatures, And how, 
tepid and negligent perſons greive that ſpirit, & 
bow the Feaſt of the holy Ghoſt is a very good 
preparation fer the Feaſt of Corpus Chilſti 
which followes. 


ADAM , I defire to know how your 

hart ſtandes affefted at this tyme. 
For if wee looke to the weeke , wherein 
wee are , it is belonging to the holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe property is to giue light to the vnder- 
ſtanding, and to infuſe loue into the will ; and 
euenſtrength-into the body alfoe; by meanes of 
which three loaues of bread , we ſhall haue ſo- 
me what to ſet before our freind, who comes 
hungry,and weary from the high way. For the 
hunger that our hart feeles (which walkes as it 
were out of it ſelfe whileſt it imployes it ſelfe 
vpon creatures ) this by Gboſt is wont to take 


away,and to giue vs the bread of fulnes, and fa- | 
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tisfaction, And woe be to vs, if we feele not 
that great defeR , which isin things created; 
andif we connert nor our {clues to god in our 
ery harts ; at leaſt now when they are weary. 
with finding imperfeRions, & wants, inthoſe 
things, wherein we hoped that they might ob- 
taine repoſe. 

O my decre God, and when ſhall we main- 
raine our ſoules in perfe faith and puritic 
towards thee, and be (incerely loyall to leſs 
Chri#t our Lord , who isthe ſpouſe thereof, gi- | 
uing him our loue, all intyre, and wholly free, 
from mingling itſelfe with the baſcnes of cre- | 
atures? W hen ſhall webe able to vnderſtand 
this truth, that he who is to owne our ſoules, 
is Chriſt our Lord; and that he created ys for 
himfclfe , and that he onely is fitt for vs 2 Is it 
not enough, that we haue tryed ſo often by ex- 
perience , how ill the world is wont to ſerue 
vs; andthat ourſoule could neuer finde any 
true repoſe or peace, bur onely when coming 
to knowe her owne miſery , and poorenes , it 
went toGod , and was imbraced by him. Is 
not one of thoſe ſhorr firts of eyme more worth 
then their whole life, who ſacrifice themſclues 
to vanitie, and to the confuſion of this igno+ 
rant world, wherein they live 2 Or ſhall it not 
now at length beetyme to ſaye to all things 
created , | know you not, that joe | may pronide «4 
| cleane and ready place , for the reception of him, who 
WW created you all of nothing > 
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with a Holy ghoſt; which is ſoe very h«ly, as thar 
he would not come euen to the diſciples them 
{clues of our Lord, tillcuen his owne pretious 
body were taken our of their fizht, That ſo 
we may know the condition of this holy ſpi- 
rit tobe ſuch, as that we mult prouide a tem- 
ple for it where noe other thing may dwell , or 
els it will not enter there.'And I am highly 
_ , that you by the grace of this jp:rir, will 

ne prepared your felfe ; and that you will 
hane receiued him, and that you, and he , are 
well content with one another, Reioyce you 
with this Holy ghoſt, for he is loy itfelfe. And 
remember , that the Apoſtle S. Pawle requires 
vs, not to contriſtate the holy ſpirit of God ,- wvereby 
wee are markedont, for the day of redeption, which 
is of the iudgment of the latter day. 

He contriltates this Spirir, whoe with adull 
and deieted hart, goes faintly and negligently 
abour bis ſeruice, & whoedoth things, which 
diſpleaſe this moſt ſoueraigne gueſt , who as 
himſelfe is fire , ſoe will be haue his ſeruant 
Full of feruour, and requires that he goe about 
his worke , with great life. And that he euer 
be caſting on the wood of good workes , and 
blowing it wich holy thoughts, that foe this 
celeſtiall fire, may not be quenched in vs, fince 
our very life -onliſts in keeping it alive. And 
Geif we maintaine this firein vs,it will main- 
eaine vs in him, though yer ſtill it be true , that 
he firſt giues vs that , which afterward we giue 


"rohian, So that, inthis relpeRt , your ladyſhip 
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ill have beene fedd at a good table, this wee- 
ke; lince you will haue celebrated, the Feaſt of 
he voly gb»ft, not according to flesh and blood, 
sthey doe, whoe vſe to content themſclues 
ith the talke and tumult of great Feſtmmines, | 
dut you will hane celebrated it, in Spirit , ac- 
ording tothe aduice of our Lord, who requi- 
res to be Spiritually adored, 

Lett vs now conſider how it ſtands with 
you, concerning theſent & odour of the Feſti- 
«ite , of the Body of our Lord, which is now 
neereat hand. For it will be an extreame ſha- 
me; for a Chriſtian hart, not to hunger and 
aſpire , toward this holy bread, before the Feftis 

ze it felfe arriue ; ſince the three kings thoſe 
wiſe men of the Ghoſpelt; had a ſent of it ſo farre 
of ; yea. and the Propherts, and Patriarcks had 
helikea longe tyme, before his Incarnation. 
hat more happy newes can there be, then to 
ce Chriſt our Lord, paſſe amongſt vs in our 
treeres, and through our hands communica- 
ing, and conuerſing with men? And to haue | 
im ſett before our eyes;& to finde him (who- 
ne neirher the whole carth, nor allthe heauens 
an comprehend ) ſhut within the narrow 
urtaine of the accidents of bread , and after all 
is, to make his entrance intoour vnworthy 
ocfull breſts, 
Take heede you heare not this newes with 
cafe eares;but awake your hart, and require it 
o be very attentiue.to be great a fauour, and 
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orke of God ; and thar it inſtantly caſt vp, 
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whatſocuer other meate it may haue ſywal- 


now,thart ſoe it may not then fall a (leepe. And 


lince it is the worke of the boly Ghoff you mult | 


begg grace, whereby you may be able to finde 
the effect of that Feaſt of the body of our Lora 

which was conceiued by the ſame holy Gh:fl. And 
ſoe when that Feaſt of his moſt bily bouy ſhall 
be come, the Holy Ghoſt will alſoe come with 
it; becauſe the Holy Gboſt.Jeſcended into the 
world , through the meritrs of Chriſt our 
Lord. And- when his Body ſhall be giuen vs, 
we ſhall .receiue- the holy Ghoft, together with 
to the rate of that good diſpoli- 


tion , which we ſhall haue, Soe that one 


Feſturty mult helpe and be a preparation for| 


another ; and muſt giue vs hunger to feede 
vpon the fruite of the other, For it is not 
heere as it happens in the banquets of this 
world ; which are made by fleſh and bloud. 
Where they whoe haue fedd full , at noone 
haue noe minde at all to their meate at night, 
But the ſoule goes feeding with afreſh appe- 
tite , from one Feſt1uite to another ; __ ſoe 
that is accompliſhed , which God promiſed, 
T be threasbing of your corne shall laſt «ib you goe 
to vintage ; and ull the new time of ſeede , and you 
tball eate your bread in aboundance. 


The goodnes of God be bleſſed, which (oe 


liberally prouides for vs; and that, not in any| 
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| lowed; that ſoe being full of hunger, it may}, 
grow all full,of this cele/trall bread, where vpon| 
the Angells feede. And bid it be ſure, to watch | 
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meane fathion, but by giuing his very-ſelfe to 
vs. Theſonne is giuento ys, and the Holy Ghoft 
| for his ſake; and theſe rwo perſons, giuing them- 
ſclues; the father cannot chooſe but be alſoe 
giuen, In fine the Father , the Sonne and the 
Holy Ghoſt are ours, Wee already begin, euen 
heere, that mutuall contra, which we areto 
perfect in heauen, Let vs giue him humbly 
thankes, for his mercies. Lett ys prepare our 
ſclues for the receauing of new La and 


with harts exalted aboue the earth, let vs cele- 
brate the Feſtivities of heauen, to the end that 
we may paſſe from theſe temporall Ioyes ; to 
thoſe eternall , wherein I humbly beſeech our 
Lord that you may one day fee your ſelſe, 
Amen. 
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A letter of the Anthous to a vrgin lad 'y, 
who asked of him what Charitie 
was. He anſweares to her demaumae; 
aud shewes her the Loue, and Cha- 
ritie, Which she is to haue to God and 
her neighbours, heere on earth, by that 
loue and charitic , whith the ſaints 
haue im heauen. 


| DJ ov T ſpouſe of Chriſt our Lotd ; you 
aske me in your letter, what Chbaritie is; to 
the end that you may guide your whole life the- 
'reby. For the ſaying of the Apoſtle $. Paule is 
true , and whatſoever wee doe without Charitie , 15 
nothins worth , though wee sheuld deliver our 
bodyes into the fire. Your demaunde is very 
great,and I could wiſh, that the ſame Apoſtle $; 
Paule, whoſe ſentence moued you to aske me 
the queſtion, might enable me alſo to make the 
anſweare, ForI know not what greater thing 
then this, you could haue asked mee, fince the 
| fublime parte of all our chriſtian religion, con- 
liſts in it. And as the ſame Apoltle faith , He who|: 
« -| limes according to it, 15 a ſulfiller of the whole law, 
Soe that you o deuout ſpouſe of Chriſt out | 
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Lord, muſt beſeech the holy ghoſt , whoſe proper 
attribute is Love, that he will teach; and write 
that thing in your hart ; whereof you aske, as 
he raughtit yponthe day of Pentecoſt, when hee 
infuſed it; irito the harts of his Apgſtles, For 
kaow ; that this is the true teacher of this 1an- 
guage,ind foe as there is none þut he. 

For alas! what can niy tongue which is ma- 
de of carth,exprelle of that which is onely vicd 
with perfection in heauen, This is a celeſtiall 
language; and they whoe ſpeake it perfectly, 
are the bleſſed ſpiricts, which attend to nothing 
els, bur truly to loue our Lord God, wit all} 
their ſtrength ; and all that which his pleaſure 
[ is, that they ſhall loue, How ſhall I be able to 
ſpeake to youi of that Love, whict is ſubiect to 
nocintereſt, and is accompanycd with noe (&l- 
fe-loue ; and lookes towards noe ather marke,' 
and aymes at noe other ſcope, but onely God? 
How I ſay ; ſhall I ſpeake of it, whomemy fa- 
ther Adam hath lf all wrapped vp int mine 
owne intcreſt, and who apply my ſelte,to ſeeke 
my ſelfcinallthings, Set how much. For cuen | 
in thoſe things, which concerne the ſeruice of 
God, wee doe ſoc hang towards our ſclues, that 
many tymes wee Ke es them for our owne 
intereſt, or end, And though the workes them 
ſclues be holy, yer the loue wherewith wee doe 
chem, is impure, And the difterence doth onely 
confilt inthis; that when wee ſceke our ſelucs 
by cuil] workes g our Lowe runnes through a 


E conduit of clay ; & y;hen we ſceke our ſelues 
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by good workes , it runnes indeede through 
a c6duit of gould, but in fine it runnes towards 
our felues.I befeech our true doRour leſs CIviſi 
| our Lord, ( wboeurr ſought the honour of bu Father; || 
and whoſe love abaſed him to this world , not 
for the accompliſhing of his owne will, but his 
who ſent him ) that he will vtty my tongue, to 
the end that I may tell you ſome part of that 
which you demaunde. For certainly, if your 

ood delire did notoblige me to lett you know 
what I haue read, my poorenes would oblige 
mee to hould my peace. 

And now to the end that you might better 
vnderſtand , what Charitiets; and how you may 
euer goe, imployed therein, I could with you 
knew , ſome parte of that. Loxe , which the 
Bleſſed ſpiritts hw in heauen, to the endthat 
you may know thereby , wherein true Charine 
doth conſiſt, For how much neerer we ſhall 
come to that loue , ſo muchthe more perfeR, 
will our love be, you muſt know that the love 
which is in hequen,doth transforme the Saints, 
into the ſame "ny with that of ourlord God, 
For one of the effes of lowe , as S. Dioniſfius]} 
ſaith , is , to makethe ſcuerall wills of ſuch as 
loxe, ro be but one; 1 meane , thatthey ſhould 
haue the ſame w:l/, and the ſame not will, which 
che-other hath, And now ſince the will; and[| 
loue, which our lord hath, is but onely of his | 
oyne glory , and of his effence which is ſu- 
premely perfeRt , and glorious, from heticeit 
followes that the love of the Saints , 15 a Loue; 
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and will, wherewith they loue , and defire; 
with all their ſtrength, that ourlord God; may 


in himſelfebeltillas good, asglorious , ahd as | | 


worthy of honour as heeis, And for as much as 


they ſee all that, to be already in him, which | 


they candelire, there followes there vpon; the 
frumne of the boly oboſt , Which is an vnſpeakeable 
ioy , to ſcehim whome they loue ſoe much, to 


be ſoe full of treaſures; and felicitic in himſtlfe, | 


as they delire, , AH ; $3354 

It you will haue a touch; orat leaſt ſome 
little ſent of chis divine ioye, doe butconſider 
houw great that ioy is , which a good Sonne re- 
ceiues ; in ſceing his farher whome he loues 
much , full of honour; beloued by all; rich, 
P——__ noble, and very much cſ{teemed 


y the king, Certainely there be ſonnes ſoe |- 


gratefull, and well diſpoſed to their parents, as 
toeſteeme , that nothing can be compared to 
the ioy ; of ſecing their fathers ſot eſteemed; 
which reaches indeede ſoe farre , as that to 


| whatſoeuer neceſlitie; or afflition themſelues, 


may be ſubie&, it ſerues not to depriue themof 

that great toy , becauſe they aſpire to noe other 

end bur onely the honor of their parents, -. 
Now if this ioy be-ſot great what doe you 


conceiue , that the joy of the Saints may be;| 


when being transformed by love, into that truc 
lord of theirs ; the yniuerſall creatour of all 
things; they ſhall ſee him, ſoe full of goodnes 
ſoc holy and ſoerich in beauty ;and that be iza 
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Lord; and creatout;ſoe infinicely powerfull} as | 
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that by one onely act of his will, allthat which 
is created bath bis beauty, and his being, and 
noeconcleafe of any tree, can ſo much as wage, 
but by his will 2 Infallibly this is ſuch a toy , as 
160 eye hath ſeene , nar eare bath heard , nor can ſuch 
an vnſpeakeable knowledge as this , ener enter into the 
bart of any man, but ſuch & ene 4s enioyes and poſſeſ= 
| ſes. it, 

| You ſte heere the loue which the Saints haue 
| in heauen, ſpeaking according to the poorenes 
| of 6ur vnderftanding. And trom this aboun- 
dant ſwelling Rixer , which delights the City of 
God , doth flow that love which the ſoules in 
heauen beare to their neighbours. For as all the 
deſire and oy of the Saints conliſteth in their 
ſeeing God ( who is their true loxe ) full of ho- 
-nour, and glory; from hence they grow to lone, 
with amoit feruent love, and to defire with an 
exceſle of appetite, that all the Saints may be 
; | as Full of glory , and beauty, as they alſoc are. 
And they 4oy in this, to a ſtrange proportion, 
becauſe he is honoured, and lorifed in them | | 
whoſe honour and glory , they onely ſeeke, 
And in reguard that this.is the cauſe why they 
loue rhe Saints, from hence it growes, that they 
io more , anddoe moredeire the glory , and 
| beauty, of the greateſt Saints , then of their 
very ſelues, becauſe they. ſee that our Bleſſed 
Lord, is more-glorified in tholc others, then in 
* them. And bythis tyme, you may percciue how 
- farr this holy copany cas ſelfe-loue , & from) 
| envy; whiclyfprings from tharroore, oF 
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But you will tell me perhapps , that it fol-/ 
lowes from hence, that they will be ſubie& to 


owne in ſanity as others are, ſince thereby 
the glory of God would alfoc haueencreaſedin 
them. This doth not follow, conſidering thar 
firſt effe& of love, which is the vnion of two 
wills in one; for they are transformed into the 
will of God , and would hane nothing done, | 
but that which their lord will , and they fee, | 
that this will, is the cauſe why one hath more 
glory then another, and from hencethey grovy 
to be highly content, with that which he af- 
fienes tothem, as alfoc , becaufe the diuerfir 
of the degrees of glory, inthe bleſſed , doth 
more beautify the whole Cirtty 'of God, then if | 
they were all, of oncrancke; asthe mulick of a 
vyall , is much the ſweeter, becauſe it hath di- 
uers ſtrings, and diſtin foundes, then if they 
were all, but any one, Andince itis ſoc, that 
becauſe there are diffcyent degrees df glory and dwers 
manſions in the tyiumphamt Church, it isof greater 
beauty, then if they all poſſeſſed but one, and 
the ſame degree of glory , by this they ſee that 
our Lord is more honoured in'them , then if 
they were all equall, and conſequently they are 
not troubled for their owne being lefle in glo- 
ry, then thoſe others are. For they in their co= 
lours, and others in other colours of a 
dye, doe all concurre , to manifeſt che infinite 
goodnes, and beauty of hitn, who made them, 


ſome diſguſt, becauſe themſelues are not ſve | 
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Heere youſee, that river which S. Iobn diſco- 
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Fu SPIRITVALL FEp.s. 
Apec, | uered , in the Apscalyps to iſſue out of the | 
* {| rg. _ | throne of God, andof the lambe , whereof all thef 
F bleſſed ſpirits in heauen drinke. And being inc-| , 
briated by this love they fing an cuerlaſting 
Alleluia admiring , and glorifying our lord| 
| God. And you will haue diſcerned a little of} 
thatenamell, wherewith thoſe pretious ſtones 
areaccompanied, whereypon that temple of the ce- | 
lefliall mountaine 15 founded. 
And now after the reſemblance of this| 
temple , which you haue ſcene in that mountai- | 
ne you muſt build a dwelling place in your 
ſoule for ourlord ; iuſt as they ſaid ro Moſes, 
that be should prouide to makethe T avernacle afier 
that forme which he bad ſcene in the mountaine. Y ou 
muſt my good liſter , (if you meane to goe 
through the way ofthis life, 1-perfe&t charie, 
and love of our lord /) procure to carry about 
you a continuail deſire, (or atleaſt the moſt con- 
cinuall that you of ) whereby you may cuer 
wh and like that our lord God ( in whoſe pre- 
fence youare {till to walke ) maybe in him- | 
| ſelfe, as good, as boly, and as fullof glory, as 
indeede hee ts. And ſbe with great 10, and com- 
placence, in all the attributes of almightic God, 
you are to goe reioycing, and your ſoule is to 
feaft it ſelfe, inſeeing that your lord & your true 
lows, polleſles himſelte,whoe is infinicely good, 
8& powerfull, from whomeall creatures receiue 
theif'being, and their beauty, & who in himſclfe, 
is ſoefull'of glory, and goodnes, that all crta- 
tures haue ncede of him,8& he none of chem, = 
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lowe ruſt ayme. And beerein S. Thomas ſaith, that 
perfe@ charitie doth conſiſt. As for the loue which” 
new demotes, call Charitie, whichis when they 


| 


derly , though this be a holy thing, yet1is it nor 
of ſoc bigh condition, as thatother molt holy 
ove, whichtransformes ſoules into the beloued, 
To this loye, the holy ſcripture inuites/ vs in 
many places ſaying ; Reroyce you tuft perſons m or7 | 
lord, And $. Paule faith; Reinyce 11 onr lord. And 
conceiuing that this aduiſe was worthy to be 
2iuen more then once, he repeates it ſaying, yet 
 againe, I tellyou that you mult reioyce, The 
| Prophet Dazid expreſſed the ſame, when he ſaid, 
{light youtn our lord, and he will gine you whatſoe- 
| ver you shall a:ke. Thisis that ioye, wherewith 
= moſt holy virgin reioyced, when ſhe ſaid, 


tt. 


oye, did Chriſt our lord reioyce, when S. Luke ſaid, , 
that Teſus yeioyced in the boly Ghoſt. And theroyall 
Propher faith, that his hart, es enen bis flesh reioyced 


the will, (for there the hart ſignifies the will )are 
actually louing, & defiring that our lord, may in 
himſelfe bee, what he is. And from the great re- 
dyudice,which proce:des ſomety mes fromthis 
ine, of the ſoulethe very fleſh it ſelfe, is kind-; 
led in thelexe of our lord, And becauſe this 
love, is ſoe excellent & celeſtiall a thing the- 
refore doth the Church ( which is dizeRed 


| are kingdled in deuotis, & in louing our lord te- | 


in the lining God. This happes wht the ſoule with] . 
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This muſt be the whole ſcope, at which ak 
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My /pirit 1eioycesin God my Samour, And with this -Luk. 1.4 > 
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by the holy ghoſt) invite vs in the begining of \ 
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Mattms , with a perſwafion-to loue onr Lord 
Eying thus. Come lett vs recoyce in our Lord, and 
ng canticles of praiſe , to God ovr ſaluaiion | 
If yon will finde the excellency of this loue, 
= it in practiſe, & you ſhall ſce that the ſoule 
orh not ſatisfy it ſelfe; bur in prayling God. 
"For whea ir ſees all that to be accomplithed in 
| God, which it cat wiſh, it breakes inſtantly our 
into thanks-giuing to him; for hauing per- 
feed the defite it hathto praiſc him, which is 
the ſame cfteR, which flowes from the love they 
haue in heauen, as the Prophet Danid faith, 
Bleſſed are they O Lord , wbet d well in thy howſe , for 
{ they shall praiſe thee , for ener , and for ener. S: 
Anguftine was inflamed with this love , when 
{pcaking to our Lord, he ſaid, if thou O Lord 
wert Auguſtine and I God, I would make thee God, 
| and my ſelfe Auguſtine, 
' Tthinke there is noe neede to bring teſtimo- 
Hes, which may proue the excellencie of this 
| Lone; for cuet plaine reaſon tells vs, that this is 
the loue which drawes a man out of him ſeltfe, 
and transformes him vnto God, who is his be- 
loved. And out of this loue , it mult follow that 
all your workes', anddcuotions, and prayers, 
{ mult be made by you, to the honour and glo- 
ry of this God \, who deſerues to be adored, 
Jand ſerucd}, for his owne pure goodnes, by as 
many creatures as he hath made; without carry- 
ing any reſpe@ ar all to the hope whici might 
be had of a reward from him, Forthough it be 
good, and holy to ſerue our Lord , enen for | 
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retriburion , yetis not this an aft of Toe perfett 
charity as that which ſcekes noe kinde of jn+ 
tereſt , but onely the honour , and glory of our | 
Lord God. If at any time you place before your 
ſoule, the reward, which they will giucit, for 
the good it doth , ro the end that it may be 
animated towards good workes, let not this 
be your laſt end, but the will which you haue, 
to ſerue our Lord. For the more glory you 
haue , the more honour and glory ſhall our 
Lord God receiue. Soe that the la{t ayme of 
all, muſt be, to glorify our molt blefled Lord, 
And in this manner, if you will , you may en- 
cline your hart to the commauadments with reſpet 
to the retribution , as the Prophet Dani ſaid. 

But perhaps you will aske, Who is he that 
can haue his ſoule awake to goe cuer cheerfull, 
and indelight , reioycing {till inherGod); ſince 
many tymes ſhce is ſoc tepid , and foe ſad, tifar 
dy noe meanes , ſhe is capable of any joye? 
what remedy may then be thought of , that we 
may not faile of this perfect, and ſupreme lone? 
For this, it was, that I told yon, that you were 
ro carry with you a defire whereby you muſt 
wish , that our Lord might ſtill be what he is 
in himſelfe ; becauſe Co.y-tre conſiſts in this 
deſire. Which 4efire a ſoule may haue , though 
it beneuer (o tepid, dry, and ſad; as a man may 
deſire, that his Pither may live happily though 

© himfelfe feele noe roy. And herein I onely take 
| for graunted, that we mult ſuppoſe man to hane * 
the zrace of Gd whichour Lord will never | 


Sik ITVall by; 


deny ro one, who ſtrives to walke by this way 

I meane that although your ſelfe be ſadd, you 
muſt defire that our Lord may be whar he. is, 
\ And as for the delight , and oy in our Lord, 
which vſes to follow heerevpon , this in«| 
deede is 4 fruite of the holy Ghoſt , which gcowex| 
from this charitie when our Lord is pleaſed to| 
communicate himſelfe more familiarly to al 
ſoule. When his Maieſtic beſtowes this-fa-| 
your let 'vs. bleſſe him for it ; and when he| 
doth not , lett vs yet perſeuer in that other} 
exercice of cuer bleſſing and adoring him, 
| who is ſo worthy of infinite glory , and prai- 
ſe. For it is a very great crrour , into which 
they fall , who thinke that when there is 
noe ſenſible ioy ; that at of the will is worth 
nothing ; whereas Charitie doth yet conſiſt in 
that a&t. And for as much as the deuill knoyyes 
this well, he is cuer procuring to giue vs great 
tepidity and drynes ; that foe we chinkiog 
that we looſe our tyme , may giue ouer this 
holy exerciſe, 

You muſt therefore perſeuer in it , and 
grow deafe to thoſe temptations of the dewill, 
For if you perſcuer not, you will not axriue 
to enjoye that crowne , and heauen , which 
ſuch as are proficient in this holy love grow 
to obtaine , euen heere on earth. You muſt 
conſider and, looke with a hundred thow- 
ſand eyes, that the end and ſcope. of your| 
laze bee to glorifie our Lord in whatſocuer 
you doe. For foe great was the wrench 
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hich our »etwre tooke by the linne ,of our | 
ſt facher in wholly procuring our owne 
ereſt and good thar if you ſtand 'not'well 
ake in- the watch-tower ,* you will finde 
any tymes , that you doe but fecke your 
lfe , euen in this very deuotion, hich-pre- 
nds wholly to calt our ſelfe-love. w)And you 
all rake your ſclte in the manner, with re- 
yeing that you love our Lord, afterthis fort, 
cauſe you shall acquire great rewards in 
auen thereby , and: becauſe your ſoule 
:ceiues much conſolation , and for other 
alons , of proper intereſt , which though 
ey 'be not ill, yet arc'they acts of | Charity 
hich is imperfect. 
. You ſee heere in shoxt , the Lone of God, 
hich you-are to'carry in: your ſoule ; a Copie 
df that Qtiginall which - the Bleſſed Spiritts, 
auc in heauen, It now remaines that.I de- 
lare to yau, the loue of your neighbonr, which 
prowes out: of-this other profound Lowe, The 
owe , my good lifter , which you muſt-carry 
o your neighbour muſt bee;,' by defiring and | 
oning all that good , which you fee. in 
him : becauſe -chereby , our Lord God. -js | 
plorificd and adored, And the more that is, 
he greater muſt yonr ioy: be; as onthe other 
ide , any offence or finne which you; shalt | 
diſcouer in; your neighbour muſt be abhorged 
by your ſoule., becauſe he is-offended, whoſe 
honoyr- and glory you deſire. And ſoe. as 1 
ould you that:the loue of God confiſted.in our 
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| 44 SPIRITVALL Ep. 5. 
applauſe, and will, thatour Lord ſhould be the 
yery thing which he is; and thar the roye which 
is taken rhereby is a particular guift of our 
Lord; ſoe alſo doth the loue of your neighbow 
cqnhift in the application of your will, to deſye 
the good of your nerzhboxr, which is to reioyce 
in his true good , and to feele much gricte, for 
the linne which he committs, | 
This is a very particular fauour of our Lord, 
which he beſtowes vpon whome he will. So 
that if you haue obſerued the matter well, you 
will haue ſcene , that the marke at which 
both the [oe of God, and of our neighbovr ſhoo- 
res is , that God may be glorified and adored, 
And heereby you will alſo perceive how ſhort 
he falls of true love , who greiues to ſee his 
neighbourgrowne yp apace, in deuotion , and 
vertue ,, conſidering that himſelfe is not fo 
 growne vp. For though it be true , that the 
'ttue lover of our Lord , will not faile to ca 
1 knife about him, which peirces him ha 
at the yery hart , becauſe he ſerues not our 
Lord ſo well as hee ought, and might ; yer fol- 
{owes it not from hence, that, by ſeeing ano- 
ther ſeruant of God thrive, faſter in ſpirit then 
 himſelfe , he muſt therefore be ſorry for it or; 
diſmayed by it. But rather, the eaſe, and com-! 
fort, which is toſerae you for aremedy againlt| 
chat much greife , which your ſoule receiues,| 
becauſe your ſelfe doe riotſerue our Lord, ſoe| 
well as you ſhould , muſt be ro” conſider , that 
though you ( through your weakenes ) doenot 
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EPISTCES. Ex.5. 
hat, towhich you are obliged, yet there ae 
hers , who comply with that very thing, 
hich you deſire; whichis, greatly to glorifie, 
nd ſerue our Lord. 

Burt as for that other kinde of diſmay , to 
vhich' ſome are ſubie& ; I conceiue that it 
yrowes but from ſelfe-loue, for it is certaine, 
hat if the end why atrue louer of our Lord, 
Jefires much toſerue him be, that his God ma 
de honoured, and glorihed, (who isglorified, 
s well by the ſanctity , which is inthe ſoule of 
another, as if it were in his owne ) itfollowes, 
hat he is to baue much toy, to ſee that others 
poe increaling in the ſervice of our lord, though 
tbe true on the other {ide , thathe may bein 
paine, becauſe he ſcrues him not ſoe well. 

You ſee heere my good lifter, what that is 
to which you muſt attend, in this paradiſe of 
he milltant Church , ( where our Lord placed 
you, when he called you to his loue, and to his 
prace ) if you will alſo goe on to enioye the 
rTuite which is gathcred from his hand, inthe 
1umphant Church of his glory, In which Ibe- 
cechour Lord , that wee all may glorify him, 
and praiſe him, and-cnioyehim for alleterninie, 

\ men, 
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A letter of the Authour to a certaineptore man , whe| 
was calledlohn of God , He was of Granada; 
and beg ped almes for the poore, He animates bun 
to the lowe and ſeruice efpoore people ; but yet ſoe as | 
that be miſt not forgent bis owne particular deno- | 
HIONS, 


haue you ſay , that I acknowledge you not] 
2 for my ſonne; For if you ſay that becauſe you] 
are wicked, you deſerueir not; forthe fame rea-| 
ſon, I deſerue nox to be your father ,-and theres | 
|fore I may ill de piſe you; who am-my ſcife | 
more worthy to be deſpiſed. But ſinct our lord 
houlds ys all for his , though we be fot miſcras| 
bly weake it is but reaſonable that we learne} 
{to be mercifull onerowards another;& that we] 
_——_ one another with Charirie, as he doth; 
I haue my good btother-a great deſire that 
you ſhould be ableto giuea good accounte, of: 
that whichour lord hath recommeded to you; 
' | For the good and faithfull ſeruaht muſt looke 
to gaine five other talents, to the five which were 
giuen him at the firſt, That ſo, he may hearg 
rom the mouth of our lord. Reroyce thou good 
| and faithfull ſeruant thou haſt beene faithfull in ihe 
1fewthings which I baue retotttiended to thee , 
I will place thee oner Many. 1-2 HR 
You muſt rake care of that which is r&& 


[ Hane receiued your letter, and I will not 
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commended to you concerning others, in ſuch "Y 
ſort , as that you forger nor yout owne ſoule. 
But yer know that the man , whoofall others 
is moſt recommended eo you , is your ſelfe. | 
For'it will profitt you bur little though you 
chould drawe all the world, out of the durt; if, 
the while, your ſelfe remaine therein, And thete- 
fore, I once againe encharge you, thatſtill you 
ſceke out ſome fitr of-tyme , wherein you may 
diſpatch your owne deuotions, andthat dayly 
you heare Maſſe , and vpon euery ſunday , the 
ſermon, And eſpecially , take heede ; that you 
conuerſe not-much , with wacmen, For you 
cannot be ignorant ; that they be that ſnare, 
which the deuill ſerts, for the fall of ſuch as ſerae 
God. You know how Dauid ſinned, by looking 
vpon one of them; and Salomon, his Sonne, ſinned 
with many , and he walked {oe farre out of his 
witts , as tO place Idolls in the temple of ottr Lord. 
| And ſince we are ſoe much niore weake then 
\ they , lett vs be afraid to fall, andrake warning 
by the misfortunes of others, Deceiue not your 
(clfe with ſaying , I deſire to doe them good. For 
vnder the mantle of theſe good defires,doethole, 
daungers lurke , when prudence accompanyes 
not the ſame, And God is farre from deſiring, 
that I should procure the good of another, with 
the Spiri. :]] hurrofimy [lee 
| Concerning thoſe tetnporall neceſſicies td 
which you are *.bieds I haue already written td 


you, that there is cuery where ſuch abundice of 
wits, as that when we aske any releife , they ſay | 


nnd 
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that they haue enough more neere at hand, 
whome they are to remedy; And 1 thought thar 
my Lord the Dukeot Sefla had ſentyou that, 
which might ſeruerthe turne, becauſe they tould 
| me, you had ſollicited him for ſome releife, If 
he-hauc nor done it, defire it of him a ſecond 
tyme, for he willfend- it, He loues you much, 
for the care you haue of the poore,and if he doe 
not, our Lord will prouide, though hee make 
you ſtay a while. NA 

I haue reioyced much inthe charitie which 
you haue found, inthat other houſe , whereof | 
youſpeake. Returne my ſalutations to him, ] 
who ſent themoy youtomee. And becauſe 1 
am now in my tourney, I write noe moye at 
this tyme; but onely that you mult remaine all || 
fixed in Teſ#s Chrilt our Lord, who will prote& 
and fauour you. And that you looke well to 
| your ſelfe , and that the deuill cos haue noe 
cauſe torcioyce by hauing induced you to fin- 
ne, but that God may take delight in your pe- 
nance forthat whichis paſt, & inyour amend- | 
| ment for that which is to come; And foe the| 
| holy ghoſt be with you, Amen. | 
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A lener to one whoe had ſome deſires to ſerve Gad but 
not the couraze to beginn, He animates her greatly 
to confide in God. He teaches ber hawp to lone certai- 


ne per ſons who bad offended ber , and hee gives res | 


medies bath azdinſs ſcruples , ang vaine glorie. 


you haue to pleaſe ourlord, burlI aminpai- 
ne to con{1der your puhillanimitie , in execu- 


[ doe much reioyce;at the holy deſires which 


: 


ting the ſame, For I hould it to bea ſtrange ill 


| ching, that one ſhould preſume to remaine in 


che vanitic of this life, and not preſume to ad; 
ucnture ypon the making of a new match with 
God , confiding in the ſame God. For what 
mi was there cuer, ſince there wereſuch things 
inthe world as men , who hoping in God, and 
procuring to hye according to his comaund- 
ments , was forſaken by im? whoecyer in- 
uoked him, withap intyre , and perſeuering 
hart, and was not heard by him ? Nay he goes 
ſeeking vs , andinciting vs to ſerue him, What 
poſlibilitie therefore is a , but rhar finge hx 
15 g90d, and trye of his word, he muſt came 
forth to meete, and caſt his armes a boutour 
neckes , andae ys fauqur, when we- make to- 
wards him, He wil, ipfallibly he wil, and that 
incomparably more completely , as S. Pawle 
afirmes , then we know how to thinke. __ 
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| oo him, and confide, that he whoe gaue you 
( 


——— — — — 


defite, will giue you ſtrength to worke, & 
courage to make an end, For he calls not vypon 
ſuch as ſlecpe to wake them, but to the end thar 


| he may doe them many fauours , when they are 


awake, Begirine with diligence, and feruour, 
yea and with akindeof ſtrife ; for there is not 
2 worſething- then a faint beginner , who ſtill 
taxes much care to regale him ſelfe , & to con- 
"rent the world, Shut your eyes, againſt both! 
| hurnaine prayſes, & diſpraiſes , for you ſhall 
quickly ſee both the prayſcr, and the praiſed, 
'rurned into duſt,and aſhes, and him alſoe whoe 
is honoured ', and diſhonoured, An wee ſhall 
all be preſented, before the tribunall of our 
lord , where the mouth of wickednes shall be ſtopped, 
and vertue ſhall be highly cxalted. In the mea- 
ne tymelay you faſt hould on the Croſſe, & fol- 
low him whoe was dithonoured , and loſt his 
life ypon it for you. And hide your ſelfe in thoſe 
woundes , that when our lord comes for you, 
he may finde you there; and may beaurifie you 
with his graces, and may giue him ſelfe to you 
as your reward, for hauing leftall things, and] 
your ſelfe with them for his ſake. 
But 6 how lictle doth he leaue;, whoeuen lea- 
ues all ! ſince he leaues but that which he muſt 
| quickly leauc whether he will or noe, yea and 
'euen the enioying it, is __ miſery ; {ince all 


[that whichis not God, is but waight , and for; 


| þxow to thefoule,God onely,is fufficict for you 
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open therefore your hart, and enioyehim; Fo 
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ſhall finde him mote ſweere, & much more full 
of loue, then you could haue thought; 
Sometymes I wonder within my ſeclfe, to 
thinke how one cither doth or can witbillto 
another, ſince Chriſt our lordis in the middelit 
berweene them both. How can he bediſguſted 
with the body,who loues or ought to loue the 


hesd? doe you not knaw that when our lord 
roſe from death to lite , & appearedro his diſci- 
ples, he placed bim ſelſe 1s the midft of them , and 
not at the head*or els where, And tliis ypon 
what reaſon, but to make ys ynderſtand that 
he is in the midſt of vs,and that we cannot doe, 
yea or euen defire to hurt any body , but that 
firſt it muſt paſſe through him. He who loues 
not his neighbour , loues not Chriſt our lord, 


it were better for ſucha one notto hauye beene 
borne, ſince he arriues not to know for what 
he was created , which was to loue our lord, 
Conceiue that your neighbours are a certaine 
thing which mecrely c6cerges Chtiſt our lord, 
that they are his Images, anda creatures for 
which he gaue his blood. And therefore ſay, 


How shall I wish ill to him , whom my lord lows? 
How hall I be able to deſire death to him , to whom 


\mylerd will gize life. My lord dyed for theſt perſons, 


and would yet againe returne to dye for them, if itwere 
needefull; and 5hall | then faile to lone that man ; who 
is ſoe much biloued by him 2 what doth it import nuee, 
of they doe me ill offices, for I love them not for whet 


TS +. S.-+ 
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and as for him whoe loueg not -Chriſt our lord 


i 


they ave , nor for any thing whith they doe to mer; 
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| lowe them for Chrift's ſake; and what then baue their 
{ ill deedes to der, towards the making me take that lone | 
from them , which I carried to them, for Chriſt's ſake. 
[ befeech God they may be great in bu preſence & that 
they may eniey him , and 'he them that ſoe there may 
be move temples , wherein my lord may dwell , more 
ſonles which may praiſe and ſerne him , and more 
harts which may lone him , for be deſerues them all. 
And whenſoeuer you fee them ſay. O lord dee 
thou poſſeſje thoſe ſowles , and lett them be onely thine, 
0 lord lert them enioye thee , for thaw haft 4 minde to 
cimmunicate thy ſelfe to all. O lord they are ſoe many 
Images of thce,make them like to thee more and more, 
& both to them CF mee, C7 to all gine pardpn,orace, & 
_ || glory. If your tongue will not ſay this , yet let 
*| your ſpirit ſay it, and lift vp your hart to our 
lord , demaunding ſuccour of him and ſaying, 
O lord for thy lowe and net for theirs , and by little 
and little, you ſhall finde your ſelfe in peace, 
And if there chance to be any warre , bee not 
oucrcome therein, and doe not ſay, or doe any 
thing which may be againſt their good, and 
| conſent not to any thing in your hart which 
be of difaduantage to them. 
The ſcruples c6cerning your c6feſſions,are a 
temptation wherewith the deuill rorm#ts you, 
& depriues you of the ſweetenes of your foule, 
and leaues you without guſt in the things of 
God. For the creature who is ſcrupulous, is not 
fiteither toloue God, orto.confide in him, nor 
doth he like the way which God houlds with 


him, and then he goes tolooke other wayes, 


J 
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EPISTLES.; ©  Ep.7, os: 
which may plcaſe him ſelfe berrer, becauſe he | | 
findes not that, in Gods wayes,, which giues 
him guſt. And this ſcrupulous perſon haththe 
faultof all, for he raiſes theſtorme, where the» 
re w25 2calme, and hee found it in his owne 
way,and not inthe way of God, whichis yery | 
ſmooth and plaine. 

Make you aleclt of ſuch things, & ſubmit your | 
ſelfe to that which , your ghoſtly-father ſhall | 
ordaine;& be not carryed away with ſcruples, 
nor with your owne conceipt but ſay , my lord | 
God 15 not ſcrupulons , 1 doe that which they comann- 
| demeinbuname, and I am to acconnte to bim- for 

noe more, ShallI be plaine with you make haſt, 
make haſt to loue, and theſe ſcruples will fall 
away , which riſe but from a fearefull hare. 
For perfett lout Caſts feare out of doores. Pray to our 
lord & ſay Dews mers illumina tenebras meas, And- 
confide you in his mercie , that ſeruing him he 
will be goodto you, and will dayly be giuing 
you to vnderſtand your faults , that you may 
mend them, 

I would alfoe haue youlaughat the tempta- 
tion of vaineglory, and fay to it, Neuer will l doe Þ* 
it, nor leaue-todveit, for thee. Olord to thee it #5, 
that I offer what ſoeuer 1 can tee , or ſay , or thinke.. 

And when, yainegloric comes againe, ſay to 

itthus. Thos comet 100 Late, for it is already ginen 

to God. Itisa good aduiſe , that beginners are 

| to doe nothing exteriourly which may ſeeme 

| tobe of much ſanRity, for being younge and 

tender and all their buſines being bur yer in 
Di 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.7. 
flower, the winde will doe them hurt; and itis | 
better for them to hide their graces , rthen-ro 
 ſhew them. And ſoe muſt you doe for as much 
as poſſibly you can; and that which you cannor 
conceale, doe freely and without feare. And 
ſtraite caſt vp your hart toour Lord, and ſay, 
Non nobu Domine , non nobis , ſed nnd 6 a4 
| elerians, Or cls you may ſay, Gleria Pairi,, & 
Filis, & Spirits ſante. | 
; Andforconcluſion , I recommend to you, 
that you caſt all thar our of your hart, which is 
{ not God, and that in this world you loue tea- 
res, ſollitude, humilitie, and penance; and lett 
[your eyes be euer turned to our Lord, that your | 
[ ſeere may be delinered from the ſnare. Put the law | 
of God in practiſe, and you ſhall ſee how. he | 
will fiveeten your way , and bow he will | 
calt your enemies vnder your feete. And 
by working you ſhall grow to vnderſtand that, 
whichyou knowenor how to conceauc, either 
EI IRning. For in this way of God, 
cle tepid andralking people Jearne little, and 


1 f 


they whoe are diligent in putting the band to 

worke learne much; Our Lord teſ#s Cbrift goes 

before you, follow him heere with your Crofle; 
and one day you ſhall be with himin heauen, 


09 Ii 4 "ul tarde nab 


n > 'h S [9 > XL? IT Ly **xa : ” TY PA 2, ” FI MR 
: I + * *" Mp iS *« h OE I 1 'T3 
þ v #44 : p : i 6 +7 Ee pe t..4$ y, : th , " 
4 - & a - - " : hy n Be 55 p 
Mi 2th _ "_ = 


—_—_—— 
L— 


| A Letter of the Authour to a freind who- Þ 
| me he animates to ſerue God in good 
| earneſt. He shewes the vanity and| 
miſery of the world, and the happines 
which is obtained by ſeruing God. 


$ he, whoe hoping for the good ſucceſſe 
A of what he deſires, reioyces when he ſees 
ſome likelyhood thereof ; and although that] 
likelyhood be not very great yet it giues him} 
noclittle ioye, through the excelle, of his delt- 
re: ſoe my ſoule is filled with. comfort by your 
Letter; for me _thinkes the wordes conteyned 
thercin, g1 ne me a hope and taſte of ſomewhat 
which hath reaſon to make mee gladd , and 
which if it might once take full cfte&t, would 
breede a ioy in mee ſoe yery great, as would be 
equalled by few others, 

My good Sir , I dcfire to ſee that ſoule of | 
yours vnbeguiled and diſcharged from | the 
many yavities, which are feed, and frequen- 
ted in this world ; and that you would beleeue] . 
with a faithfull hart,that your true repoſe con- 
fiſts not in any; other , then, in him wh 
created all things , & that you wovld goe: 


| vp Meh _ $- ©. *, tht 
. Cs 3 Ate HS eE* Ld of 


SPIRFTVALL Ep. 8. 
{all chis world, with the beauty and flower the- 
reof, might ſeeme bart aſimoake to you , which 
yanishes, as a Shaddow which hath noe bulke 
{'or body, and indeede a meere deuice , how to 
'make men fooles, working: ſuch as loue it , to 
c the enemyes of God, andto preferre the rem- 
porall before the eternall. 

Was there cuer ſcene any miſcheife {oe great 
as this ? was there cuer ſcene , any exchaunge 
foe perhicious as this 2 where are thoſe eyes, 
which (ce not this 2? and that hart which hath 
'noefeeling of this? Andyer ſoc greatis our frail- 
'de,, 'thit if Chriſt our 'Lord did not awake vs, 
'#hd make vsvnderſtand this truth , it would be 
foe more poſlible for vs to be deliueredfrom er- 
rour , and deceite then it is poſsible , in nacure 
fora blinde man, to ſee, oradead man, to liue. 
Orhou'tmiſcrable man, who art worthy to be 
mented with a flood of teares! who art ſoc 
| Yehemently inelyned to that which hurts thee 
| moſt ,/andyet conceineſt withall, that it is good 
for thee, Thou thinkeſt rhat all hath gone well, 
and that thou art. growne happy , when thou art 
4 2ccominodated with the things of this life, and 
thou haft hardly any feeling , nor doeſt thou 
thinke it worth the lamenting , to be in enmity 
With almighicie God, Thou: knoweſt how to 
__ , and7yatew the honour of this world, 

Jlich paſtes away, at ſea-full 'fpeede, yea and 
[<ch whileſt ic laſts, it makesnot the owner the-. 

reof, one haires bredth the better , in the high|þ 
'Fpreſence of God; and thon haſt noe care ar all] 
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whether thou be honoured or dishonoured, in 
| che Court of thardinineMaieftie. Thou feareſt 
ſome lictle affront , which hecre may threaten. 
thee; bur thou ſeekeſt for noe remedy, againſt | 
that hnge affront, which 1s reſerued and chreat- | 
ned ar thelatrec day, to all ſuch as shall norhaue| 
done honour to our Lord , with a lively faith, 
and true obedience. Thou makett much account | 
of thy ſclfe, andlitrle of almighrie God,for thou 
falfilleſt chyne owne will , in difpight of his. 
And aoy ttifle which concernes thy ſelf, offends 
chee much; and,'the while, thou haſt noe'care at 
all , ofchat which highly concernes rhe honour 
of God. Thou liueft after thine ownefasbion, } 
that thon maiſt be wholly miſerable; and thou 
lineſt not zs God would haue thee , whoe is ſu- 
preme' feliciry, £21 
One of theſe two thinys is infallibly true. 
Either charthe hight of the holy ghoſt, muſt be 
that which vrges'& enforces tfiis blindntes vpon 
vs, which cannot be, or ls, thar'the great tor- 
ment, which isprouided for ſinne will, one day, 
open the eyes of ſuch decciued perſons, when 
there will be noe remedy for their miſery. For as 
S. Grezory faith, The eyes Which ſinne Shutts, paine 
opens, 'Anid therefore Sir, if you loue your ſoule, 
if you featealmightic God, if your-hatt be not 
| of flint , looke carefully vpon the shortaes of } 
| this life, and how many you haueknowne,whoe 
| being well accommodated and ſupported heere, 
$i God hath commaunded to goe hence, and that 
not with foe muchcontentment and ioy, as they 
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w,ould haue wilhed, but complayning that the 
; woxld had deceiued the, &that for loue thereof, | 
they had neglected the ſeruice af our Lord, 
That which they were, wee are, & where they 
be arriued, we ſhall arriue, and theſame carth 
mult receiue vs all, & e@nuert vs allinto it ſelfe. 
For what therefore doc we ſtay > By what 

are wee deteyned 2 What is that, which decci- 
ues vs, and makes vs foe profoundly careleſle, 
of 2 bulines which ſoe higbly imports >. What 
makes vs thinke that it concernes vs little, 
notwithſtanding that noe othex thing imports 

vs, at all, in compariſon af ghis 2 And i 
wee ſhall confeſſe , that we hayld it to be 
highly important , why then doe wee labour 
ſoe little for it > why doe wee ſpend (oe few 


howers about it > Why doe we try (oe few con- 
clugons to obtaine it > why doe we aske oe 
little aduiſe, how we may contriue it: Is it rea- 
fnrhat any little fitt of ſons , which wee emp 


ploy about this buſines, ſhould ſeeme ſoe greaz 
a matter, whereas yet wee neuer thinke much, 
and be neuer weary, how much ſocuer tyme we 
ſpend vpon the bulines, of this world 2 It any| 
|| . ; 
queſtion be moued, about expence to be, mady 
ypon: ſome preſent occalion of vanitie, how 
nificent are we wont.to ſhew our ſclues: 
- | but how miſerly, on the other fide,in any thin 
| which it concernes ys to doe for the honour 0 
God ,and the good of our neighbours. In that] 
{ former caſe noe conſideration is had , cither 0 
 children;or prouiſion otherwiſe for the howſe 
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bur all that, is laid alide,, for the reſpect which 
is had to ſome curioſity. But inthe latter,ſacha 
hcape of conſiderations, 8 reaſons are brought 
into diſcourſe , as ſerue to ſhutt the purſe, and 
to tye vp the hands from that good worke, 
But what ſhall I ſay of this other proofe of } 
our frailty 2 Our whole life proclaimes with a 
loud voyce, that wee value the preſent world, 
more then the future ; the exteriour,, then rhe 
interiour ; riches,then goodnes, For that thing 
dog welone beſt , which we defire moſt ro ob-= 
taine, whenwe want it, and which we labour 
to gett with moſt anxiety; & wherein wee toye 
molt when wee haue it, and for which weefor- 
row moſt when wee looſe it. And if the cafe 
arriue , wherein we mult looſe the one or the 
other, we put our good conſcience inhazatd, 
for putting that in executi6, which the honour, 
or profitt ar pleaſure of this world ſuggeſts. 

” The. day will come, and that quickly, 
when thoſe worldly perſons will finde thetn- 
ſelves ſtraungely diſappointed , and hauingtoſt 
all cheir labours,and leauing the fruites heeteof 
behind them; they ſhall be preſented allnaked 
and poore, and in the exttcmity of confulion, 
| before higy, who ſent them-hither, not'rorhe | 
end thatthey ſhould goe fooling afteryanities, | 
but that;they mighr paſſe through theſe tem- 
porall things, withour ſtaying or ſetting their 
| harts vponthem, and that hauing their bodyes 

beere ypon..carh., their foules might be/alpi 
| ring toheavenly things. And that though the 
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SPIRITVALL Ep. 8. | 
liuc inflesh ; yer they should nor liuc according} 
ro the defires thereof , andchough they dwell in: 
the world, yet not to haue the conditions of rhe 
world ; but that like cbildren who imitate their 
father, they might bepureand true, and pious, 
| and humble , and meeke, and rhar they might 
ſceke after the glory of God, & the good of their 
neighbours. 

What will hcebe able to doeat that day, 
| who ſhall not haue performed the thing , for 
which he was ſent, into this world 2 what will 
he be able to doe, by whofe thought it hath not 
ſoe much as paſled , that he mult once beginne 
to attend to it, but who forgetting the purity, 
and perfection of achriſtian life , whereby hee 
was to imitatealmighty God, hath defiled him- 
| {elfe, in the mudd of earth, and hath procee- 
ded ike ſome foolish boy, who, being ſent a; 
bout bulines, would needes ſtay to palle his 
tyme, andplay with other boyes; or els loyter | | 
for ſeeing of ſome vaine show, andneither did| | 
that which he was commaunded, norſoe much | 
as remembred where about, he went, till retur- ; 
ning homeat night, without arry anſweare cd- 
cerning his buſines , heis receiued with repre- 
henkons, and ftripes, by him who ſent him. 

Let vs awake, whileſt wee haue tyme, and 
lett vs ſhane an eye ro that which imports vs| 
molt, and-which is colaſt for ener, And lett vs 
:0auc vanity to vaine;periſons ; for both it, and: 
chey-ſball periſh, Let vs-raiſe our eyesrowards, 
him, who gaue vs the lifeaud beine, which wee! 

comanate ls 
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EPISTLES. Ep.8. 6r | 
haue; and afterwards gaue his owne life, to 
the end that we might not loofe ours. And 
with great labour he taught vs the way , whie- 
reby we were to walke ; and by a death which 
| was full of torments, and reprodches, did he 
encourage and ſtrengthen vs towards the pus- 
chaſe of yertue; and he obreyned gracefor vs, 
whereby we might be ableto ſerue, and pleafe 
almightic God. 

Lett vs ſearch into the moſt hidden corners 
of our harts, and letr vs curethat init, which i: 
wounded, Lett vs vntye the fetrers of our 
linnes. Let vs procure to redrefſe our ſclues in| 
that which giues vs moſt cauſe of feare. And 
let vs eppente the clamorous remorſe of our 
Conſcience, with doing that which God com- 
maunds by the Dictamen thereof, that foe all 
things being once well ordered, and agreed, we 
may like true and watchfull ſeruants expe&rhe 
coming of our Lord, and that we may be found 
with repers lighted in onr hands , and with our loynes 
girt, and that we may heare that fweere word. | 
Reioyce thou good and fanthfullſeruant, whoe haſ bene 
faithful in leſſer things ; I will place thee oner greater, 
Enter thou into the toy of thy Lord, 

That is the daye for which good chriſtians 
hope, and in c6templation whereof, they, who 
live heere in paine, doe intyme paſle through 
it, with much patience, And this expeation 
of that crowne, giues them hart, to cndurethe 
combatts of this world, and of the flesh. Ma- 
king election of abaſement heere,for that eters- | 
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nall aduancement; and of this tnort lamenta- 
tion, For. that delight , which thall haue noe| 
end; of looting their will heere that they may | 
| haue ic everiaſtingly vnited tothe will of God, 
in heauen, Where they ſhall haue nothing} 
which may diſguſt them, bur all that ſhall be 
done, which may content them, For they ſhallj 

fleſſe almightic God, as their moſt rich trea- 
" in whome is conteyned all Good, | 
If our Lord haue yet begunne to viſit 

that ſoule of yours , you will ynderſtand what| 
Ifay, and you will profitt by it. If not ( which 
| | Ged forbidd ) it will be but the hearing of a 
ſtory, which is inſtantly forgotten. I defirethat 
Chriſt our Lord, may be the Lowe of you , and 
efmy lady your wife , whoſedefire to ſeemee, 
I pray God reward. But thinke no mote of your 
coming this way, till firſt Gad ſhall haue ſoe 
diſpoſed , that I may goe thither to you , the 
rather becauſe I alſoe delire , that it may 


be ſoe. 
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A letter to an afflicted lady wheſe ſicknes bindered * 
certaine dewottons which sbee had beene wont to 
yſe. He teaches her hoyy to finde peace , and true ' 
repoſe which us noe where but in God. A nd of the 
great care, wherewih she was to prowide that 
the forbearance which she vſed of her exerciſes of 
ſpmit in her ſicknes , might not proceede from 
repiditie, | 

| 

HE beſt comfort in thoſe afflitions * 
] which come ypon vs againſt our wills, 

not to haue committed any fault; which 
might occaſion their coming, For aconſciens | 
ce which ſtands right , will cafily beare any 
meg which you can lay vpon it, but toa. 
conſcience which is impure, any little burdea | 
is intollerable, If men knew as well how to | 
ſceke the meanes of true repoſe, as they know | 
how todefire the thing, they ſhould enioye it, 
and not remaine wish the ſole defire thereof, 

[tis the expreſle lawe of God , thatthey who 

hauedetires of any other thing then him, ſhall 

be ſubie&totorment, whether the thing beob- 
| teyned or not obreyned, For ſuppoſing the 
thing be had which they deſired, yet canthey 

| not compleately enioye it, through the remor- 

' | ſe which their conſcience brings, and if it can 


| A2otbe had, they areracked by the delay of whe 
ching detired, 
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* The pure delire of God, is very. contrat 
to this, For if Dauid ſay, Lett the bart reroyce, 
which goes but euen in ſearch of God, what kinde 
ofthing will it be to finde him out? If the hun- 
ger of ſeeking giue them joye, what will the 
being ſatisfied, at that table, doe? He rherefore| 
who defires to finde peace,and true repoſe,muſf] 
reſolue to forgoe his owne appetytes, & mult| 
boldly and faithfully lodge himfeit in the will| 
of our Lord ; and foe he ſhall neither be tum. | 
bled vpand downe in the darke, nor be afflic- | 
ted otherwiſe, by the arriuall of ttrange euents, | 
But who will noxw procure that the ſonnes| 
of men may attend to-that , which God exacts| 
at their hands {ſow longe wall you be beauy bai-| 
ted, and lone vanity, and ſerke after lyes who {hall | 
 vabeguile ſuch men, and free them from their | 
blindencs as goeſecking peace and finde ware, | 
yea and by the ſame way whercin they ſeeke it, | 
they looſe it. Letthe whole world yaderſtand] 
oncefor all, that as there is noe more then one| 
God, foe is there noe more then ang true repo-| 
ſe. And as, without the true God, there is noe| 
| God; ſoc out of hisrepole, there is noe repoſe, | 
Certainely the moyntaines werelyers , end ſoe w.s the 
multitudes of the valleys, «nd onely in ouy Lord God 
there is true ſaluation, This ſay they, whoe atfter| 
they are well wearied vpon the cxpericnce 0 
their owne vaine' defires , arriue to know at 
length , both whar God is, and what bee is to 
them whoſeeke him, | 


Madam , we haue not in our houſe a bitr of 
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bread, which wee may giue our treind to cate, 
who is corhihg fiom abroad vnleſle we goc 
borrow it of our neighbour, who is God made 
man, and one yho withall is foe neere vs ; as 
that he is our head , and both our farber and our 
b,0er, He who will lift his eyes ypto him,and 
depend ypon his hand; he who will be a beg- 
ger at his gate; he who will be in deſire of hint 
and growe enen fainte through hunger after, 
him, ſhall be refreihed by the aboundance of 
hin, which doth as farre exceede the ſatisfa? 
Xion which creatures giue , as God him ſelfe 
excccr;rhem; Bur out of God, lett noe man 
preſume to haue any hunger, For as S..Anzuſtine 
faith -where ſoerer fle:h and blould shall expeft to fins 
le 4 ſuilnes amongf} the creatures , it will jindeit ſelft 
leceived, Soe thata man may vnderſtand by ex- 
perience what difference there is betweene the! 
Qreatour and the creatures, and ſoc being vn- 
| tycd fromthenn, { lince in them be found not} 
what he ſought, ) he may goeatlalt with an in- | 
tyrc bart to him, who alone is able toimpart 
morcro theſquie, then it is able to receite. 
7our ladyſhip muſt not therefore be carryed 
away, by thatgreaterrour which yet is imbra- 
ced by many great ones of this world, who are | 
nigatily affected to their owne will, and wio 
| adound with particular appctites ; and who 
thinke belike, that they are to abound as much 
ni>:c then others ; in delire of things; as they 
arc hecre of more eminent ranke & tate; but 
for my part I ſee not what they gather from 
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hence, but greater torments. For after the rate | 


of the detire, is the paine, And as S. Bernard 
ſaith, Let owr proper well ceaſe , and there will noe 
more veany hell, And ſoc wee may ay , let this 
proper will ceaſe, and there will not be in the 
world , either any finne or any ſorrow, For 
that which comes toys, is not, initſclte, the 
thing which giues vs paine , but the coming 
of it , when we would not hane it come, And 
theretore doth God require our harts of vs, 


that ſoc hee may freethem from many miſcrics, 


8nd may ciue vs in exchaunge, his owne, 
which is peaceable, repoſed and Ioyfull in tri- 
bulation. Andagroſle foole is hee, who had 
rather line in his owne ſtraitnes , then in rhe 
latitude of Almightie God; and who bad ra 

ther dye in himſeife, then liue, in life. And if 
at any tyme , orin anything , we haue com- 
mitted this finne , and haue cnlarged the 
rayncs to our owne defires , let vs humble 
our {clues before the father of mcrcics , ac- 
ens ens 4 {1nncs,and hoping for par- 
donat his hands, and taking that paine which 
grew vponvs, by the inordinatenes of our ap- 
petite, towards the diſcounting and diſchar- 
ging of our fault, For by this meanes, God is 
wont to take away our linnes like one who 
ſhould take the boughes or branches of a tree, 
and ſetting them firſt on hre, ſhould apply them 
afterwards, to the trce itſ{clfe,and ſoc burne it 


vp, by the roortes, 


Much betrer it is for a ſinner , that hee 


| 


—————_—__— 


"ih 


0 ky j f " "IS | 
= . - > 
o " , : 


| EPISTLES. - Ep.9- &| 


—_— — 


' ſhould g grow into, aine by occahion of his fin- 
ne, then into PCACGAL, :d reit, For as S, Anzul:- 
| ne ſaith, there 15 not @ more Wofull th1mg then the 
nemporall felicitie of 4 ſinner, And as for vs let 
;vs learne heerecafter , ro giue all our — o 
God. And as oflanc falls downeward , 
as fire flyes vpward , and as cuery hi in 
fine , makes towards bis proper place ; : ſoc let 
our hares fly at full ſpcede, rowatds the center 
thereof, which is God, 
Who would not be amaſled , ; to benould 
a grcat Focky Mountaine banging looſe in the 
ayre , withour falling downe to his proper 


pl 


p lace; and who will not wonder to ſee a hart 
APY x was created to repoſe , and reſt in God, 


ictainc ir ſclfe , in the ayre , and lefle then 
ayre? Theretore whether it be that wee cannor 
take true relt in any other thenin God, or be- 
cauſe this Lord of ours , deſcrues, of himſel- 
te, all our loue, ( fince be isthe loadeſtone to 
which all ſpiritrs looke ) let vs not fall heere- 
aftcr, —_— -h a folly, a5 that whercof 1 ſpac, 
ett vs not ſpott our honour, let ys not com- 
mitt ſuch a treaſon againſt ſuch alord, asthat 
hcerzafter , any other defire may enter into 
our harts, bur of him, or for the loue of him. 
And ſoe will the ſadd cloudes of theſe vnprof- 
table hart-breaking melancholies , and theſe 
both vaine hopes & vaine feares fly from theſe 
harrs of ours, & in their place a new morning 
will riſe, which will giue vs Toy, For toſcethe 
lighrof heaus Z,is the cauſe of [oy,butthe blinde 
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man cannot difcerncit. For this did Iobias ſay} 
| whetroy cann t have 1» this ife , fince I cannot ſee the 

(izbt of heaven. It is a great truth, that noe man 
whois not indeede vnbeguiled concerning this 


world,can haue any true ioy of hart,for though 
he thinkes hee ſees, yetindeede ir is bur afight | 
of earth, and not a light of heaucn, Burt after 
this other ſighta man growes cured at the very 
roote, 

It will be fitt that your ladyſhipp doe not 
thinke, to makethe like exercifes of minde, in 
the way of ſpiritt as before, now that you are 
ſubie@ to an vnlike diſpoſition of body, And 
many haue ignorantly afflicted them ſelues , for 
not hauing I able to weigh, what their 
ſtrength and ftate would permitt. Ir is cleere 
that with this condition of body whercin you 
are, you muſt not thinke of keeping the ſame 
method which you hcld before ; nor doth our 
lord aske any ſuch things at your hands, fince 
his will is very wiſe ; and tempercd alfoe with 
great mercie, aud'demands nothing of vs , but| 
that, for which hee giues vs meanes ; And not 
onely hee will not reape where he doth not 
ſowe, but eucn when hee ſoyes , he is content 
toreape leſle , then hee hath ſowed. Your la« 
dyſhip muſt not be diſc6forted for that which 
you are notable to performe, for you might as 
well put your ſelfe to paine, becauſe you haue 
noe wings where withto flye. Doe not place 
the ioye of your hart vpon hauing conſola- 
| tion, or ypon making Prayer, but ypon the ac- 
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complithmenr of the will of our Lord. -And 
fince his pleaſure is, that the gyme which be- 
fore you ſpent in praying ſhall now be ſpent in 


elteeme that he be pleaſed, then we would to 
polleſle heaucn and earth, Andif webe troy- 


niſhement came to vs for our haying com- 
mitted ſuch , or fuch a finne , and that God 


dinately deſired before ; inthat caſe , whathaue 
we more to doe then to caſt our ſcluesat his 
feetc, deſiring both correction and pardon, And 
our lord will either giuc them both , or els the 
pardon, without the correction , but neuer the 
correction , without the pardon, if the fault be 


oulation, as an carneſt penny, or introduction 
to peace; and prouided that there may be peace 


he willſend. 

Oneonely thing wee haue to feare inthis caſe, 
which is leaſt wee ſhould flubber ouer our ne- 
gligences, vnder this occaſion and pretence,of, 


lives within vs, is ſoedefirousto be cheriſhed, 
and regaled, and to be walking vp and downe 
thegarden, andto be eati 0g of the forbidden 


| fruite, that ſhe wants not athouſand inuenti6s 


to make reaſon belecue, that ſhe demaunds nor 


| chaſtiſes vs now for thething which weeinor-, 


notour owne, We mult thereforetake any tri- 


bled with any ſcruple, that ſuch or ſuchapu- | 


betweene God & ys, letany thing come which | 


| 


vomiting , let it beſoe inthe name of God; and |- 
lett his contentement be ours, and lett ys more | 


| can doe noe mare, Wee muſt heere looke ypon | 
our ſelues with many eyes;for this Evs, which 
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any thing of ſuperfluity, bur of meare neceſli- 
ric, and ihejs ina mightic chate ifthey belciue 
her not. Madam there is neede heerc of two 
things ; The one that when wee clerely ſee, that | 
wee are able in ſuch caſes, ro per forme our ſpi- 
rituall exerciſes, wee mult not omitt them, by 
any meanes, Be not faint in labouring for the 
| loue of our lord, fince true loue knoyes nor, 
what it is toberemiſle, & as you are to be com- 
paſſionate, & pious towards your beloued, foe 
are you to be {tuerc, and nothing delicate to- 
wards your ſelfe, Your ladyi{hip ſhalldoe well 
to call to minde, what heroicall acts the louec 
of Chriſt our lord hath wrought in this world, 
inthoſeharts where it hath dwelt.It hath made 
them endure priſons , torments , diſhonours, 
and that with much ioy , whileſt the great 
worth of the beloued hath beene placed before 
the eyes of the lover, And lince it hath wrought 
' [ſoc you effe&s in others , let it not be ſoc 
weake in your ladyſhipp , as that it cannor | 
cnable you to palle through a little affliction, 
for the plealing of ſoe high a Lord; by who- 
mc you thall be ſoe much the better accepted, 
-as you ſhall come to him with more aftliction, 
|| Yet foe, as that our Lord is not defirous of 
our paine, but onely of our loue, bur yer it is 
fell true withall, that the truth of loue is hard- 
ly knowne, but in ſomewhat which puts ysto 
paine, For the freind who flands faft in tyme of tri- 
bulation, be is the true freind indeede, And though 
God doe well know, what wee are, without 
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making any particular experiment, yet he loues 
' to trye ys, that wee may know it too ; that | 
' ſoc wee may haue comfort in finding ourlelyes 


 fairhfull to him, in point of-loue : and ſoc may 


live in hope , that wee ſhall goe to enioye our 


| beloued for Patience breedes Hope, as S. Paule 


' faith, 
| So that this muſt be your method, till you | 
 haue pertect health , 


— 


that when you are free 
from your vomitts & paines, you may excrcice 
your minds in fpirituall things; and at thoſe 
tymes you mult alſoc beſcech our Lord, to giue 
you lightto know , when it is the flattery of 
flelb and blood, and whea it is Tuſt necefhitie, 
which hinders you. For he who vſes the 
knowledge well which he bati, ſhall obtaine 
light, for chart which he knowes nor. Butas for 
others , with what face can they aske new 
light , lince it may be anſweared them thus, 
woy deſireſt thou 16 know ſurther , what my wall 
and pleaſure is , fince in that which than knoweſi 
already, thou comply not. And when you are 10 
any eaſe , though it bee not much , ler your 
mind alſoe bee in ſome excrciſc of - ſpiritual 
things though it be not much , nor with 
much attention , but onely w——_ your 
defires , and preſenting your ſelfe before 
our Lord, And by this, and withall by nor 
letting your hart ſincke ( for eucn the very 
life of the ſoule conliſts in that ) your Ila- 
dyſhip thall paſle on , vnrill that God proce 
orherwiſe, 
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The woman of Samara asked where she was 
| to pray, andour Lord anſwearcd her , tharit was | 
enery Where 10 be done , and thatre ſprente. And ſoe 
is the chriſtian to doe, who in all his workes, is | 
to pray to our Lord not in the mountaine or in 


| rhe temple alone | bur i in cating, drinking and 


ſleeping, in health and in ficknes , referring all 
ro God, and toying in all things becauſe he LC 
ceiues them from thar holy hand, 

Your ladyship is to baue great care , that 
you ſtraighten nor the goodnes of God, ſince he 
is immenſe. Doe nor thinke that you arc to 
ſeeke him, and to finde him bur onely in ſuch an 
exprclle place, or determinate worke, He 1s 
every where, and youare with him, and if you 
ſecke him cucry where, you shall cuery where 
| be ſure to finde him, I reioyced ( ſaith the wiſe 
man ) in all things , becauſe this wiſedome went be- 
fore mee. And ſoe doth hee alſoe reioyce, whoe 
in all things behoulds God , performing that 
which he commaunds , and euer keeping the 
hart in attention towards him , and from the 


| contrary flowes ſ{adnes, and diſeult, and de- 


iection of minde | which ; is athing to be auoy- 
ded, with much diligence. For ( asitis written), 
There 4s no profitt in ſuch ſadnes, Nay it brings 
much hurt both to our body '& to our ſoule, 
and to our neighbour, Whereas ioy , and com- 
fort giue ſtrength, andperſcuerance makes our 
ſpirituall enemies grow ſadd , it cherishes the 
ſhiri of God , which dwells in ſuch as are his 


{eruants, Fry his ſpiritt in cheereſull. 
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Beſides this , your ladyship hall doe well 
ro receiue the Body of our Lord , now and 
then, And fince the lodging which he takes 
vp , is in the hart, you are not to bein paine, 
for that your body is noe berter, And though | 
there may be ſome impediment, why wee can- 
nor labour, yer. there can be none , why wee 
may not love. So much the more muſt wee loue 
our Lord, becauſc hee is both omniporenc, and 
very delirous to giue (trengthto that hart which 
ſeckes to loue him, for this tends tothe accom- 
pliskment of that very thing , which he likes 
belt of all others bota inheauen andearth, and 
that is Love. Wherewith [ deſire that your lady- | 
{ship may foe abound on earch , that you may | 
deſcrue to be lodged ncere our Lord in heauen, 
Amen, 
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A Fetter of the Author to a Lady , whome he had. 
greately in charze , and who feared , her ſclſe to} 
be troubleſume to him. He takes a'l feare from 
ber , and antmates hey to perſeuer in the way of 
vertue , which she had bezun ; and adniſes her 
to the ſeruice of her neighbours , as 4 good mea- 
nes , whereby she might obtaine the euift of 
Contemplation. 


F you kneiy how great ioy I haue felt in 

my ſoulc, by your letters,I beleeue you w old 
write often to mee , how carefull ſocuer the| 
deuill might be, todiſcourage you. And if you 
knew how great fauour you doe mee, in letting 
meſee,that you are cofhident of my truth zo you, 
and if withall you would be pleaſed to make 
tryall of mee, I belecue you would caſt away a 
great number of thoſe imaginations, which the 
deuill brings to you, about the making you 
thinke, that you are troubleſome to mee, I, for 
my part, haue not taken ypon meſo in ieſt, that 
charge of you, which our lord hath putinto my 
hands , as that any difficulty could make me 
weary of it, how great ſoeuer it might bee; and 
how much leſſe can T bee weary , when the 
thing it ſeife is not painefull ro mee , but de- 
lightfull.I beſeech you, for the lone of our lord, 
that you will aske him , whether I loue you or 
noe. For I hope for ſoe much fauour at his 
hands, as that he will tellyou I doe, foraſmuch 
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{to chide them , who will not conceiue, that 


| they are beloucd by their freinds, and how to 
| take the part of ſuch as are abſent, But now 
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as he is 2 treind of truth, and hee knowes that 
che thing, indecde, is ſoe. Docyounot already 
yaderitad, that this is out atricke of the deuill, 
whereby he would pull downe weake perſons? 
Doc you not Know , bow much hurt this con- 
ccite doth to ſome of your neighbours , when 
they beleiuc it? you know well cnouzh , haw 


E 


why take you not raat counſaile for your (el- 
(ec, which you giue to cthers ? why will you 
necdes tire me out, with your incredulitie, as 
others doe ? For thc louc of him , who was 
crucihed for vs, Ict not things patlc in this 
manacr ; bur be confident tit our lord loues 
you , and imparts truc loue to mee , for the 
docing of all that , which is neceflary for you; 
& that this muſt laſt till you ſhall haue gayned 
the crowne,to which our lord hath called you: 
which is not to be any little one, nor doe 1 
finde inmy ſelfc, any littic toy, thaz I am hel- 
ping yourogaine the ſame, 

You mult alſ{oe forbeare , bothtoſay, and 
thipke , that the ſtate wherqin you are, is a 
{tate of condemnation. For that is a meere. 
temptation of the dcuill , who dclires nothing 
more, then that you may lcauc your manner 
of lite, that ſoc, he may carry you away with 
tim, Andifitſceme to you, that you haue not 
that recolle&ron , which you ought, for my part 
Lameglad that youdeſire it, and ſigh forir, But | 
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yer you mult notdoe ir foe, as withall to con- | 


ceiue, that you are not pleaſing to God, in doe- 


ing what you doe, Many tymes men ferue God. 


more, whilſt chey haue noerecoilectis, (ſue that | 


yet withall, they procure ir), then with hauing 
it, For ſometymes, yea and many tymes, the pleca- 
ſure of God ts that, rote end wee may vie Cha- 
ritieto his children, we ſhall forſake the ſ\weete- 
nes of attending to hiniſclſe alone. And the Va- 
triarch Lacob was enamoured of Rachel, who was 
faire, & he ſerued ſeauen yeares, that they might 
giue her to him, for his wife; and atthe cad the- 
reof, they gaue him La, the lifter of Rechel!, a- 
zain{t his liking. And when he complayned the- 
reof, they rould him, that it was not the fashion 
of chatcountry,to beſtow their youngeſt daugh- 
ers ficlt, as he defired, But they wished him to 
marry this other at that tyme , and that if indee- 
de he loued the yonger as much as he ſaid, he 
zhould labour ſcauen years morefor that, and 
chen they would al{oe giue herto him, and this 
hee did, and ſoc he obteyned her, 

Hee who hath a minde to giue himſelfe, as it 
were, in marriagetothe beautifull life of recollec- 
tion. and deuout prayer, delires that which is very 
200d, Buthe muſt beſtow himſelfein marriage, 
to the life of afi-n, and labour. And firſt hee muſt 
employ himſclfe vpon the good of his neigb- 
bours, andafterwards by perſeuerance, he 5 hall 
2»btaine the other, when our Lord $hall finde ir 
| fict for him, Bur in the meane tyme hee is con- 

rented with vs,if we will figh for this, and if we 


ads 
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will attend to that, Neither 1s he in the right, | 


| w whois gladd of bulines, 2nd imployments, nei- 
ther yer is thatother intheright, whoe when he 
is inthe middeſt thereof, goes {till complayning, 

Bur he alone complyes wich that which Goo 
commands, whoe hte es his hands, and wor- 
kes vpon the ſeruice of his neighbours; ;and his 
| defires vpon the ſeruice of our Lord, with more 
recolle&tion, Yer (till I {ay, not {oe farre, as that 
this defire muſt make him complaine, or be di!- 


andin his defire and loue, ke muſt haue quietnes; 
his hands in one of thera, and his eyes, ypon the 
other, He obeys in the one, and he ſues for the 
other, And as I haue ſaid elſe where, God ferues 
himſelfe of ſome, in thic firtt {fe »f labowy, rather 
then in the ſecond life of repoſe, becauſe wee vie 


to be at liberty, and ro follow our owne wall, & 
not to be put tocndure the impertinences, and 
yexations of others , vnder the colour of giuing 
otr {clues to Contemplation, 

Our Lord therefore, who knowes foe much 
better, then our (clues, what i is good for vs, and 
foes that chedefires of our hart ſome tymes are 
fach; as I have (aid, hath care to conduR our 
life, according to that which he iudges to impoxt 
vs moſt. And (oe, his ſeruants muſt yeilde obe- 
dience to himand acc cept of that, wich thankes- 
viving, which he unparts. And ifany man Cons | 
fefle "that the env »loyment which he hath , is 
g 290d, but thor hee, for his part, is weake , and 


| PS a 


ouſted, But he muſt haue pottence in his buſines; f 


to diſguiſe that detire , which indeede we hane | 
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| that lic ferues not God therein foe well as he 
| oughr ,oras he would ; Iacknowlcdycrthat he 
ſaith true; and I dehire, that hc will belecuc and 
' fay ſoe {tiil. For woe be to that ſoule,, which 
preſumes to thinke, tiat he may contelt with 
God , any otker way , then by begging 
mercic, | 
Know you , your ſeife , for wicked, and 
God will wrapp you vp warme in the manc] c 
of his goodncs , aBd mercie, And cuery day, 
he will 5rowe, in doeing 3 ou greater faucurs, 
And concciue , that ( ſich as you are cuen 
now, ) our lord youchfafcs to like , and louc 
you , but fce that you mult me in the 
watrre wittout turning your backe to his ſcr- 
uice, and then youit mult cſtecme that both 
hce ad I are contented with you, And lince 
both your father who is in heauen, and your 
ſpirituail father who is on carth, are contented, 
with you; you mult alſoe be contented with 
your {cltc. Not ſoc, as that you may giue ouer, 
to procecde, and profitt in the ſcruice of our 
lord , but that you may not be diſcourancd, or 
diſmay ed, in the manrer of liſe which now 
you hould. And deeycu aiſfce confidently be- 
leeve, thar our Lord is ſerued, by your abcade 
where youare; and this I declare to you, in his 
natne ; condiher he will comfort youmuch;zand 
vouchſafe to doe you very great fauours, And 
remember this word well, Be faithfullto God, 
and turne not your backe towards him. Belee- 


ue not the counſaiic of the deuill, nor yet of 
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' flesh and blowd. Be bould ror uit, and to offer 
your ſcitetodye for God ; rather then to for- 
| beare what you haue begunne. For you thall 

uickly ſce, how well God deales with them, 
who fland faſtin fh.; :;iting tor his honour, The 
holy gholt be your - confer ucr, and comforter. 
Amcil, 
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A Letter to a deuout fieind of lis, 
wherein he shewes how weake, man 


is Without God , and how full of | 


ſtrength when he 1s placed inthe hia- 
acn part of l:zs face , and What tits 
face is. 


HE peace of our Lord beeuer with you, 

Soe great is our weakenes, and (oe craf- 
ty and ſtrong arc they who wage warre a- 
cainſt vs , that it is noe maruaile, if ſome ty- 
mes we be oucrcome , bur it 1s rackor {trange 
it we ouercome at any tyme. Or rather in very 
deede wee neucr ouercome , bur Chriſt our 
lord ouercomes in vs, who i is the ſtrong lyon 
f lulz, and whoe if he ſhould leaue Ys, 
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we were 1-{tanity to. be SWalieiwed vp , as Dania 
ſaith. Bur he forſakes vs not, becauſe he loues 

vs, and eſpectally ſuch as place ter bope in bw , as 

the ſarne Dawuid ſaith, Thon art the defender of all: 
{nch a5 bope in thee, Andifat any tynie he hide him 

ſelfe from vs; it is not becaule he departs ; but. 
like alealous ſpouſe, be [tands looking through the? 
cranyes, to ſee what that ſoule is doeing , w hen 
he hath abſented his imbracements from her, 
Eſpecially he conſiders, it the ſoule haue loſt her 
confidence, which his defire is may rewaine ſoe | 
rooted jnour harts, that noe winde of tEpration 
may pluck it vp, but may rather ſtrengthen and 
ſertle it; beleeuivg that how much more we are | 
remprted, ſoc mucli more weare beloutd by him | 
and how much more we ire perſecuted by our 
enemies ſo much more are we cherished by al- 
mighty God, whoſe care and vigilancy is imcom- 


} O 
parably more for our ceſence ; then the ſubtility | 


| of our enemies can be for our preiudice. The 

cauſe hcercof is, for that he loucs vs more, then 

che deuill abhorres vs and he is more powerful] 

thenour flesh is fraile, and he hath a bleſſcd pla- 

ce of retreate; whercin as in a moſt ſecure haug, 

and as in the boſome of a mother , he giues har-, 
borr, toſuch as being wearyed with the tempeſt 

of tribulations endured for his fake , haue re-, 
courſe to him. Of this Daxid ſaid , Thon 51all 

hide vs in the hidden parte of thy face; 

Doe you not thinke, O riy beloved brother, 

that you hall be yell hidden and ſecure, and. 


| 


ioyfull in the face of God 2 But you wil aske, | 
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why ir is called a hidden-part, Cermainely.w 
cat reaſon, For as the face of God is nor darke 

bk bright according to his divinitie, ſoyerthe 

face of Chriſt our Lord, as God and many is' 


humanity, Bur this not when h1s face shined like 
the Sonne, in Mount T abor, and his garments like the 
lizht; but when he was disfigured ypon Moir 
Caluary ; when his garments and flelh were 
dyed redd with the bloud which proceeded 
from him, as the price of our redemption, If 
you well conſider his face, growne yellow with 
his long faſting, and redd with the bufferts and | 
lwelling, which their blowes had made; & full 
oftcares deſcending from his eyes, & of blood 
diſtilling from his crowne of thornes, you will 
be ſure to ſay, that his face was hidden , he of 
whom Damd ſaith, that be was fayre beyond the 
ſonnes of men, and that grace Was diffuſed thros 
bis lipps , and that therefore our Lord did bleſſe bim 
for all eternity. | 
Certainely, the moſt beautifullofmen , was 
hidden , and more rormented then man ener 


had no figure of a man.. And agline, afterwards 
he ſaith, That his face was as if it had beene 
hidden, and deſpiſed , and that therefore they eftets 
med him not. He indeede, did ſuffer our infirmities, 
aud our ſorrowes , 4nd we tocke bim for ſome lepyons 


ſaid to be darke and hidden, according rohis | 


| was ; and oe farre disfigured, that Eſay faith,'| £: 


He bath not beauty , nor grace ; we ſaw him, and be | 55s 


perſon , who bad beene firaacken and abaſed by dif | 
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| .. Well then my deere brother , in this face, ] 
which ſecmes to be ſoe deformed, ( but which 
 indeede is rarely beautifull to ſuch as behould 
i Ewith the eyes of faith and loue , conſidering | 
2 that it was loue which deformedir, to the end 
that he might beautify our deformity ) doth | 
God hide them, who labour that they may not 
depart from him. And he giues them light 
whercwith to looke himin theface, and to re- 
| | ceineſuch ſtrength, and comfort thence, as to 
| make them feele, that he ſaid truc , who ſaid 
*- | P/al. | Shew vs thy face and we $hall be ſafe. 
FI 79: This face is beheld by the eternall father, 
| and out of that ſight, doe reſultto vs, the bea- 
, mes of his bounty and light, for by meanes the- 
reof doe all thoſe bleſſings come to vs which 
E | P/e, |\God ſends. And Dauid knowing this, beſought 
|. 83- | God ſaying. Locke , vpon the face, of thy Chriſt. 
Tal For by looking vpon tht face, he layes downe 
A that wrathto which he had been moued by loo- 
Ag! king vpon our impudent faces, and he will re- 
| moue the deformity of them , by that other 
: | beauty. And to the end that this face of his, 
{Hebr.9| might cuer ſtand before his father, Saint Pawie 
ſaith , that Ieſws Chriſt entred into beauen , to ap- 
peare before the fackof God far vs. And now (ince 
þ theeternall Father lookes into this glaſle, that 
1 - he may cometo ys, let vs alſoe looke into ir,to 
| the end that we may not depart from. him. 
We haue not any other remedy againſt qur| 
{| weakens, but the weakenes of leſus Chriſt our 
Lord, of which S, Peulr ſad that be dyed with| 
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1nfranty, but that ve Itwes by the powey of Gon 
Conſider how great things he endured thar foe 
our ſoutes might be taught to loue that weake- 


nes of his, and that we might nor giue them 


bw, 

away to ſtrangers, they hauing been putrcha- 

ſed by their proper Lord, at ſuch a painefuli; 
and precious rate. And doe but weigh , what 

weake braines we haue, in departing from 

that ioy which recreates the angells, to obtainc 

rhis baſe delight, which is poſlefſed by beaſts. 


exchaunges honny, for gall, and the Creatour, 
for a creature, | 
Wretched creatures that we are, and whe-' 
ther ſhall wee .goe, and what ſhall wee ſceke, 
out of Chriſt our lord » Shall we peraduenture 
be able to finde our any other Lord like this; 
any other foe deere companion, and ſoe truc 
freind , both in/proſperity & -aduerſity? Where 
is any other ſoc milde ii pardoning, ſoe beau- 
tifullto behould , ſoe wiſe to conſult, and ſoc 
goop ro loue ? where is there any other , who 
canſhade in his hart, to dye for mee, with ſuch 
teares and with ſuch loye 3 and who ſtill re- 
maines with a diſpoſition to dye yet againe, 
if I could haue neede of his ſecond death 
O how fincere a treth was that, which Saint 
Peter delivered when he ſaid , Whether 5ball 
we goe Q Lord , for thon hafi the words of eter- 
wall life. | 
, Wee art well , my deere brother , where 


F 


And how incontiderate that ſoule is, which | 
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Chriſt our Lord, hath by his mercy placed vs, 
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Let vs take heede , that wee trye mot what 
kinde of woefull thing it is , to be without | 
him. A very bitter thing it is , and-it colts 
ſoundly , the ſetting on. Lett vs looke vpon 
the afflitions which he ſuffered for vs , and 
with them lect ys comfort our ſelues in ours; 
and by them let vs begg his grace , and fa- 
your ; and he will giue it to vs , that we 
may thereby, ouercome the world, the fleſh, 
and the demill; and foe we ſhall live in God, 
| fince he dyed to Kill our death , and to giue 

vs life, 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour , to the ſame 
Lady whome formerly he had ani- 
mated , to beare her affliftions with 


= 


pat 1ence. 


Y ſoule loues yours becauſe God 
MI loues it , and becauſe 1 am to haue 

noe little part in your happines, $. 
Puule faith, that they to whome h# preached , were | 
11s ioy , bis honour , and his crowne ;, in rel} 
that receiuing' the word of God from his 
mouth , they had chaunged. their life to the. 
better , and had begun to walke in the way of 
God, and ſoc gaue much ioy to S. Pale, or. 
befides that he reioyced in their good, he alſoe 
hoped to receiue a reward at the laſt day , for 
| having beene that inſtrument, by meanes whe-, 
reof , God had gayned thoſe ſoules, and there-" 
fore did hecall them his crowne, Becauſe, as a. 
crowne doth beautify , and honour the head | 
of ſuch as pur it on; ſo they whoe are ſaued by 


nes of honouringand ioying that man, as ſor 

' beautifull crowne of rich ſtones mighrdoe. 
Now this being foe, I confeflſe you owe me 
{not manythanks , for my wiſhing well to your 
becauſethe good thereof is mine ,'in 
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gard that God hath done me the fauour to be- 
| ftow you vpon me , for myſpirituall childe, and 
vv 11 impart you to me as one of the pretious 
ſtones of that crowne, which one day he will 
vouchſafe mee, ifI continue Faithfull in that | 
vocatio,by which he hath calicd mee, And now | 
becauſe you are a /iore, which be will ſere in a 
crowne , itisthe pleaſure of our Lord toworke, 
and polith you, very well, For, it is noe way 
fitt, to put ſuch ſtones in a crowne, asare either 
rough'or.of noe worth ; but ſuch as theſe will 
be throwne intohell, fince they receiued not 
their being wrought , and enathelle4 by the 
ſpiritt of our lord. But thoſe liuing ſtones, 
whereof the celeſtiall [eruſalem is built , are 
wrought hcere, with ſac many blowes, that 
|. ſeemes as if our lord would breake them, 
| and that againe he giues them new blowes, 
{ without compaſſion, euen before the paine of | 
| the former be gone, But yer, he hath noe inten- 
tion to breake them, but to poliſh them, nor to 
| deſtroy them, but to beautify them; & to make 
them fach, as that by how much the more they 
ſcemed to be ill handled heere, foe much the 


empires, and whatſfocuer |. 
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other carthly things, which can be conceiued. £4 
O happy ſtroakes, which are to end in fuch 
a high repoſe ! O happy labour, which ſhall be 
paid, by the imbracements of God himlſelte! 
Wound vs heere,O Lord, as much as thou wile, 
ſve that thou cheriſh vs there, Heere make'vs 
weepe, that there thou mailt wipe away our 
{ teares, Diſcomfort vs heere, inall things ; foe 
that we may enioy thee, whoe art all things ; and 
be rigorous to vs heere , ſoe that there, thou 
haue mercy for vs,in ſtore.In this world, weare 
as baniihed men, and crowded vp into a corner; 
and weare as it were, vpon an Eaſter eve. Hea- 
uen is our countrey, and our liberty, & our feſti- 
wiy. Andthereforc, howſoeuer things happen, 
we will make a ſhift to palle it heere, tothe end 
chat when the glory of God 5ball appeare , we alſoe C. 
may appeare in glory ; & that we may celebrate 
that ioyfull Eafter, with ſoe many Cittizensof 
heauen who firſt celebrated the vrgill vp6 earth. 
Madam, you mult giue thankesto our lord; 
for hee treates you, as he hath treated , and as 
he meanes to treate his beſt freinds. And as for 
that onely begotten ſonne of his, who is the princi- 
| pall fone of all flones, doe but ſce what blowes | 

they gaue him. For they wrought , & bertypon 
him, from head to feete; & theſe very blowes, | 
did alſoe worke ypon that other ſecond fone of 
heauen , which is the moſt Bleſſed' virgin , our 
Bl. Lady. And foe according to the place, which 
euery one is to haue way, muſt be wrought 
2nd poliſhed heere. Now if this be neceſſary, ' 
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in campariſon of the much puntshment which I deſer- 
6. All that which I can ſuffer us little, though I alone | 
Should ſuffer ail the afflitions of the whole world. 
For to bim whe deſernes bell , what temporall paine, 
can ſeeme great? ” 

Lett vs know, that God is full of! pittie to- 
wards ys, cuenthen, when he ſeemes molt ri- 
gorous; withour doubt heis full of pitty, ſince 
whomeſocuer he puniſhes heere , he will not 
puniſh, bur mt there, For it is written, | 
'Cbat God dorh nat punish 4 man for the ſame thing, 
{wice. All thatwhich we endure, we deſerue, 
| but yet God is ſoe very full of pitty that for the 
ſtripes which he ſends vs, he pardonsour fin- 
+nes , and he accounts it ſoe, as a-peece of ſcrui- 

|ce from vs, as that he giuesvsacrowne for the 
F ſufferance. Ang ſince the afflictions of this world 
| prevent Pargatorie , and cntitle ys to heauen, 
who will not loue them, when they come, yea 
and beg more of God , then yethe had , and 
4 cxen be ſorry, when he hath them not, He 
who Knowes Chriſt and his kingdome, hath 
noe compaſſion of himfſelfe, inthis world , be- 
'cauſe he knowes himſelfe to-be more fitt for 
God , the more afflictions he endurcs for his 
fake, And foedid that enamoured. Ignatius fay | 
Fire, Croſſe, fury of beaſts, cutting , quartgring,, breas 

ps , «nd defiroying of enery parte of my whole body, | | 
nd. the ſcourges af the tell bimlelfe ; Let all theſe } © 
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things come vpon mee, aud len me onely enzoy Chriſt 
our lord. There is nothing in ths world , which 
| can doe me good ; not ſoe tuch 45 egen 4 himgdome. 
| It is more bappines for me ts dye for Chriſt our Lord, 
then to exerciſe dominion ouer the earth , from oneend 
thereof to the other, This faith that Saint , as one 
' who knew well and did much loue our lord 
| Jeſus Chrift ; and who ſaw that all was well em- 
| ployed , which could be disburſed for the gay- 


- 


niag of him. nn Ree 
In this manner, I deſire that you would en- 
courage your ſelfe to ſufter the Pur gatorre of 
| your {innes ; yea and though you thpuld not | 
| haue commitred linne, you ſhould yer apply 
your ſelfe to endure affliction, for the pure loue 
of teſws ; whoe endured foe great things for 
you, without hauing giuen the leaſt ſhaddow 
of cauſe in himſelfe; And I would hauc you fa 
to him, that howſoeuer you arc bound to ful. 
fer what he willſend, yet our of a free hart, you 
would gladly ſuffer, for the pure loue of bim,, 
though you were not bound to it. And thus, 
according to the intention of your hart , our 
Lord will acceptit at your hands, as an Embleme 
| which you carry for his loue, In the loues of 
|this world men vſe to make other Emblemes; 
but in the loue of God , the Embleme , is ſuffe- 
rence in aſfliftion. And he who is uot of a 
ſtrong hart to ſaffer mach , lett him neucr ſtand 
telling mee that he loves much, For in this 
world there is noe love without grerfe. 1 hope ] 
inGod, that as heere hee giues you yreiſe, and 4 
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trouble ; ſoc hee hath prouided a place of reſts | 
and ioy for you, in the other world. Though} 
indeede , the very ſufferiag for ſuch a Lord, is| 
reward enough. And ſoe that as there is no- 
thing ſoe much to be defired , in the other 
world, as to cnioy that kingdome with Chriſt 
our Lord , ſoe neither is there any thing in 
this, which may be compared to the excel- 
lency of ſuffermg with him, and for him, Sffer 
therefore with a good will, lince you are to bel * 
crowned , for = ſame. For the afflictions 
which you endure, come to you but as a fitt 
\ meanes , whereby you may obtaine that 
crowne. | 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Cauallers his freind. 
He shewes bow that perſon who feeles bimſelfe 
growne could in the way of vere , hath reaſon to 
apprebend u much, and to greme much , for the 
preſent ill , and for the daunger wherein he 15 of 
failing mio greater mijcheiſe ; and namely of 4 
bardned hart which is the next doore to hell. 
That vſually thus decay of ſpirit , growes either 
from mgrainude , or negligence, And laſfily be 
ſpeakes of we remedies. 

H E who in ſome former tyme, hath ſeene 

his ſoule,a proficient in vertue; and atthe 
preſent findesit ro be in decay , hath much cau- 
ſe to be in'paine, and to procure remedy , by 
all the meanes hee may. For , if a man be 
apt to feele the diminution which he may ſuf- 
ter, in his temporall goods ; how much more 
ought wee to apprehend the decay of the goods 
of our ſoule, which are goodes indeede 2 lob ſaid 
with a deepe {igh, that he wisbed to be as be bad 
beene , in the ryme of bis youth , when our Lord pre- 
tetted bim , and when he made his candle shine oner 
bis head, Theſe and other things , which he} 
afirmed himſelfeto haue poſſefled before, and 
were wanting to him then,at the preſent, muſt 
rather be thought ro-haue beene certaine choi- 
ce, delighrtull, and deuout communications; 
which formerly he had receiued from God, and 
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props want of his former yertues, For ſince 
ne g 


aue ſoc goad accoumt of himſelfe , in that 
tyme of tryall, which is true tyme wherein in- 
 deede it may be ſeene, what ſtrengthone hath, 
acis found to haue had noe cauſe to coplaine, 
48 if owr Lord did nat then proteft him, or carry bu 
| light over bim ;, and therefore he faith ypon the 
rormer ground , who will graunt that I may be a> 
| [ was before. &c, 

Now if he complaine of this, what will 
that man hauec reaſon to doe, who. findes him- 
ſelfe waſting in pointe of vertue it ſelfe ; and 
who perceiues that his ſoule goes eſtrayngin 
it ſelfe by lictle and little not onely from thok 
communications which he had enioyed , and 
wherewith he comforted himſelfe, in forme: 
tyme ; but cuen from ghe very mot Gaga 
lawe, and from conformity with his holy will. 
And although this miſcheife be great , eucn for 
the preſent, yet is it greater by much, for the 
future loſſe , which may be feared, For a little 


fall,intelationto a great one, lyes ascloſc as the 


. f eeuc dothto the holy day ; and a5 neere be us to be 


vomitted aut, who leades 4 life of tepidity. 

God, for his pretious paſſion , keepe cuery 
mortall man, from this miſery which is ſo great 
as to make Saint Peter fay , that ſuch men 45 they, 
had beene better, neuer to baue knowne our Lord, then 
after they bad knowne him , aud walked ip hu way, 
to bawe forſaken bim and to bane betaken thewſelwes to 
courſes. And that was not without great 
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miſtery, which our lord faid. > the man wha! 
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to be weighed, & feared withall, for they con-" 


1 had LEEne LUCK , Clgat and thirty yeares > Now | p 


thou a-twhole ; but take beede thow finne noe more, 
leaſt « worſe thing happen tothee, Theſe words are. 


taine a rigorous threat, and are deliuered by the 
mouth of [r«t it ſelfe, and are wont many ty- 
mes, to be-executed , vpon ſuch as feare hin; 
not, nortake a courſe to preuent their falling | 
inta them, | 
There happens a wors thing to them, becauſe 
the finnes into which they fall afterward are 
more highly qualifyed , and more dcepely roo- 
red, then the finnes committed in former ty- 
mes. As there is a difference betweene a man 
when he falls with his eyes open , and when 
with his eyes ſhutt; or betweene a man whoe 
hath witt, and yer doth the workes of a foole, 
and another, who cither hath no witrt at all or 
very little; or berweene aman who ought his 
life ro another in the way of gratitude, and ſer- 
uice, for great fauours receiued, and another 
who had receiued noeſuch fauours, One thing 
it is romeetethe king in the ſtreete, & (ſeeing 
and knowing, who heis ),not onely todoe him 
noe reuerence , but to proceedeirreuerently to- 
wards him; and another thing it is , not to 
know him at all,or not very well; or ar leaſt, 
not to conſider whoit was, that paſled, 
A great fauour it is which God doth 'to 
them , to whome he giues both the knowledge 
of their fines ; and of his divine loue , but yer} 
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wichall he obliges them ro much thereby fing' 
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P-13- F 
| -. | 4Ccordims 16 te gnift be faith tal Vue account muſt | 
| 2 |be made, Andif it be 111 done, not to pay good 
with good ; what will it be, to render euill for 
good receiuzd, and to anſweare with offences 
inſteede of {eruices ? | | 
There happens a wors thing to then,, ſince they 
are wont toſinne more, and with more faulty 
circumſtances then before; and they come by 
little and little, towards a hardnes'of hart; and 
{to dry themſclucs vp, in ſuch ſort, rhat they 
are not in diſpoſition, to doe the good which 
| they did before; I meanenot, when they were 
| ſoe proſperous , and happy in our Lord , but 
euen betore that, when yer, he had not called 
them to his ſeruice, Then doe they figh,though 
it bewitha hard & vntoward hart,to obtaine a 
{ lictle ſpirituall good againe, and they finde it 
not. But that which they finde is, That hea- 
uen is to them made of braſle, and the earth: 
| of iron; for there is not a dropp of water to be 
found, which may ſoften their ſoules, or yeild | 
them any fruite , whereby they may be ſuſtey= 
1 ned, And they, whotin former tymes, were vi- 
A fired & watered, with many good inſpirations, 
to whichthey youchſafed not toanſweare, doe 
now-defire ſome one,and cannot compalle it, 
Thus are negligent & faſtidious rich men pu- 
1 niſhed, by being killed with hungar as the rich 
"wc, 16! COUCtous man was «fflitted with wnirhft, And it is 
not many myles, from this hardnes of hart to 
hell it ſelfe, ſince the Scriprure ſaith:It ſhall goe 
ill with the bard harted at the latter day. And rhe 
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being cured of this euill, coſts deere and it is a 
thing which is of great priuiledge and grace 
when it is graunted by ourlord, as S. Bernard 
ſaith, Noe man of a Yard bart did eutr obtaine lſalua- 
tion, vnleſſe God, did in his mercy cure him fivrſ,, and 
did take is ſtony hart from bim , and gine 1m 4 bart 
of flech , inſteede thereof. 

Theſe are the iourneys ends of thoſe wic- 
ked ſonnes , who after that they were recei- 
ucd for ſonnes, and treated after that rate, dee 
forgen thery 1.ord 7rhoe poſſeſſed them , who made 
them , and ycho created them. And he who trem- 
bles not at this , doth already giue teſtimony 
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PR 


enough, that he is hard harted ; and hath rea- | 


ſon ro feare ſo much the more, as he fearcs the 
lefſe. And therefore Sir, let vs, conſider theſe 
things, as ſigdÞ$s of that, which is like to fol- 
low. When we ſce that the foundations of a 
wall fall away, itis tyme to apply ſome reme- 
dy, ſince wee are aduertiſed of the daunger, 
Lett vs greately fearc the gocing backward in 
ſpirit, of one onely day, & lett vs not ſuffer a 
dcetect,though it may ſeeme ſmall,to pale away, 


without puniſhment, And I ſay tbongh it ſeeme | 
ſmall, for in very deede,none at all is foe, for the | 


very leaſt of themdoth ys much hurt , though 
ſome of them be greater then other, 

Lert ys rcfolue that this miſcheife-proceedes 
fromone of theſe two cauſes; cither not being 
tlankefull for the good receiucd, orbeing negli» 
gent, inconſcruing it, Saint Bernard caick , That 


the cauſe why God imparting great benefites 
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to many; without euen ſoc much as their as- | 
king, doth yet deny them other inferiour be-' 
nefitts which they asked afterwards, is becauſe 
they were wngraietull for thoſe greater bene- 
 fitts 3 and thereby make themſelues vnworth 
of the le{icr. Nor is it any new thing , that he 
who vſes ill the great bleſſing which he recei- 
ues ( as if there were noe neede of taking pai- 
nes, to conſerue that which is already gotten ) 
ſhould looſe them. Soe that we muſt now 
thanke God againe, for the benefitts which we 
haue receiued ; and let vs employ them well, 
| { forasmuch as now remaines inour power ), 
leaſt wee vtterly looſe them all, and our ſeclues 
with them. Lett vs be the more remyfle in 0+ 
ther bulineſles , that foe we may be attentiue 
to this, with all our power. na mandiui-. 
des his eſtate, into yery many parts and pay- 
ments, it growesto be in effe& nothing, And 
he who hathrecciued particular bleſſings from 
| heauen may content himſelfe with Keeping 
them , and growing rich in them, rs, he 
be not {o proſperous in the goods of this world, 
If he haue a minde tocomply very punctually 
with the defire of temporall riches, I feare that 
it will be ypon the price of ſomewhat els 
which is more worth, For the world 1s ſoe full of 
maliznitie, and our forces are-ſo weake , that 
wee are like ſome-little poore candle , in the 
middeſt of many windes, and if we faile to be 
very diligent, to keepe it in, they will blowit | 
ont. Such is the miſery of vs whoe liue in this- 
| ' , exllc, þ 
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| | exile, And therefore they, who have any bi 
nes, are wont to feate, and TREE 2 
with delire to be gone from. hence. '. -,.... || 
| Make yquaccount that this «greg 
eſtate , your honour your ſafety , and your life;' | 
and place your right eye ypon this and your 
left ypon other things. And if fomewhat mult | 
| needes be loſt, ler it be that , which will one 
day be loſt, whether wee will or noe, hoy ca- 
refully ſoeuer we may thinke to keepe it. 'And 
| lett that remaine in ſafety , which, it ourſclues 
doe not looſe , wee ſhall be-ſaved for cuer: 
laceb diſpoſed of that wife.and thoſe Ts... 
whom he leaſt loued, intathe trot or foreward: 
{ of his company , deſyritig that if any ll accrent 
Should arrive it might rather fall firſi vpon hays, 
then vpon that wife and children. which be loned. 
beter. And euery. day wee doe the ſame ,'in. 
marſhalling the parrs of our temporall eſtate; 
For wediſpoſe our {clues top looſe that whichiis: 
lefle, and toſaue that which is more, 

Lett vs therefore reſolue that it is better to 
haue a good conſcience, then much temporal 
] riches; and to haue credit with God, then with 
man, and fo in the reſt, And procuringto ap-; 
9% Lord, by penance', aud confeſlion, 

or that which is palt, lert vs beginne to make} * 
{ new purpoſes; and lead a few life, with freſh 
courage, being very much offended with' our} 
{ſ{elues , for hauing beene ſoe vogratefull, to our 
[great benefaour, and ſoe negligent in that, 
{which concerned vs moſt. Give not ouer the]. 
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prayer, and of a wounded hart. For our merci- 


'| goe rowards him,todoe vs good, will come out 


| Yon, for the erernallglory of his goodnes. |, 


OT TOR 


exerciſes of penance, of prayer, of reading ſpi- 
tihlbobkes of maker” nh 5 of the Sacra- 
ments, h you perf; 
But abonedll lett there be noe want of humble 
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Lord who ſtands expeRting, that we ſhould 


+. $-"dieg way , to meete vs; and will couer ys 
cloſt with the mantle of his pitty , & goodnes. 
"And will giue vs new ſtrength , that now we 
"may againe:, beginne to ſerue him, and procu- 
te new mmeritts for his kingdome. I beſcech his 
Uiuine Maicſty ,thar he may ſoe proceede with 


The bookes about which you aske , and 
which Itaketo be conuenient for you, are the 
Confeſs1ons, and Meditations of S, Auguſtine ; the 
"Moralls of S. Gregory ; the Summe of the miſtevies of | 
vor faith by Tinlemen', and Dionifius Carthuſianus. 
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| God almighty keepe you cuer. (. 
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A Letter of the Authour to « Cauallie? bis freind, 
whom be per/wades to dee bis dewty , which is 
to fight the battailes of our Lord againſt the ences | 
my of God , which is the ſelfe-will of man. F 
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: ) Haue vnderſtood the reaſons, | 
G Is whereby you would perſwade 
9/0 LOTS me , that it is rniore ſecurely fier 
A C8 for you , to dwell in the Citty, | 
WW chen in that towne, And though 
indeede they be ſubtile , yetthey doe not mo-J 
ue me much. For the moſt certaine of all is 
that , which wee doe, after the example 
Chriſt our Lord ; and which wes obraine at 
his hands by prayer; and which wee ſte clee- 
rely by experience , and not that, which on 
the other ſide, wee take to bee Conuenient 
for vs , through a meere humaine 'and per- | 


happs a perperuall kinde of iudgtnent, Who 
can doubr , but that you , as being ari Inha- 
bitant of that Citty , and_ withall a great 
fauourer of my mieaneneſle , and defiring 
much , that 1 ſhould continues liue there, 
are both Ide and witzes, in your owne cay- 
ſe. And therefore the tyme which you ſpend: 
in ſeekin eſis wire beitty mplo ed, ypon 
making Jeon prayers. Andir fo 
you as Saint Bernard faith ir doth berweene| 
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exclaming, "And though inthar which I 
rs mee thinks you hauc committed 
Sar exceſſe; yet-in another thing, you haue 
the better of it, and youedify mee ; Namely,in 
your hauing written three letters ro mee, cares 


te Ce hang receined any one anſweare of m 


eltecme this fauour , as much more then a9"; 

og by ward of mouth , asthere i; difference, 
berweene doeing, and laying. And it is a thing, 
which I defiremuch, at his hands who writes 


> me. Forl finde oe many who arg impatient 


| 2vAy with mee ſoc ſoone. And ſoe much 
this 
kan ſhall I now ſay to you, or 45" ſhall I 
u, lince you-are ſoe much my good 
t3-6 {Hurt that ( foraſmuch 4s you are a Caual- 
)you reſolue to fight ; and that 
rou be not _— by a wronge n a thing 
om which a chriſtian ought ain ay fly, for 
h a one mult loue ſincerity, and be that very 
, Which he appeares to bg. I know well, 
thar the vigilancy:of our motrall enemy the 
will, is ſoc great, that, forthe ; Hop vs.to 
Ek pes and for feare leaſt we ſhould 
which he hath loſt, hee will often 


ke Tos cle, T hag he life of man beere on earth, 


q | 


-T wn yo as nd &Y and ny 5 co our Lord, 
"4D nm -- 4; ESR | 


keg rfare ;-and now and then will | 


ch mec,; vpon this occaſion; that had rather | 
wrote notatall, then that they ſhould be 


=_4 


CI Ine 


pro guc roerheallone his exe 
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Be EY 


| with the hope of heaucn | O you Son 


| cher, wirhyour hands red _ wor 
pf [of 


inhell, andthar for all eternity 


LES. ' 


T, - . 


reſpende pro me. TIE 

anſweare for mee. And now fince youhaue 

already , who makes you remember that yor 
live inwarre, I will put you in minde in w 
ſort you are to wage it, tharſoe you may _ 
come. . For wee cannot ; expect 4 as A [) 

this warre , bur-cither great felicity , or great 
miſery; fince the triumph of this yictory is ro 
be, God'polleſſed for all erernity; and the loſle 
by bein rs. is the lofie, and that for 


cuer, of almighty God 
O that a man were - able to thunder out 


—— 


ſtrong a voice , as that it might reach to kv 
cares of all menkinde z and mighe aſtoniſh/ 
chem with the feare of hell, & encourage 


Adam , how long will you be ſoc blinde as nor! 
to ſee this } hg long will you be ſoc deafe , as 
not to heare this ? how long will you beſoein-: 
ſenſible, asthat this truta will not be able to: 
penetrate tothe very loweſt, and moſt inward | 
part of your harts? Tell mee z why haue you 
rendradyour felon forbae , vader the ects 
of your enemies; and w e yourunne after; 


feare or ſhame ? Doe you 
"ſuffers bj anfolſe tbe overcame dy four; & cafhpirpnic 
ſenerby the dewll Doe you not knowe that the wagts. 
which fmne gineth u death , both of body & foule } 
bent 
hunring after 
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- 4 Your owne miſthcife; iuing ſtabs as it were to 

your owneſoules, by being ſoc mightily inra- 
gedfor euery little offence which may be offe- 
red you? And why haue you not a feelin of |. 
rhe lofle of God,& of his freindihipp ; Face 
you haue foe quicke a ſence , when there is 
queſtion of alittle riches, or honour , which 
| whether.it be kept or loſt , it makes you, in 
yery deede, neither more nor leſſe > what will 
you an{weare in the day of viſitation, and an- 
guiſh , which is coming towards you , when 
theſe ſhadowes being paſt , and this ſinoake 
being vanifhed , you ſhall be ſummoned to 
{ leaue that ficih, which you loued foe much, 
and tofoxgoe this preſent world , which'you 
foeciteemed, and you ſhall be preſented before 
{that rigorous Iudge , whome you will finde 
{4oc much the more ſcuere againſt you ; as hc 
hath founde you lefſe obedient to bim? 

W hat would you haue him doe 2 would {ou 
haue him know you for hjs Cauallicrs, you 
who haue gone fighting in his enemyes campe, | 

on their fi Anu hon arimerncdeos 
| with his bleſſings, and cue with chat very 
| life, whereby youliue, youwould needes obey | 
the lawes of his mortall cnemy,when, the whi- 
le,youdeteſted his >-what would you baye Gad 
doe? would you haue him pay yau for the ſer- 
 uice which you haue notdone ? Into what rea- 
| ones minde cant {jncke, that I ſhould feruc: 


{| one man & demaund-my pay of another 2. with 
 Hywbar colour gan I, who haue offended a man 
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{ Faithfull ſeruant? Ler vs not be decciued,, O | 


shall reape corraption ; and he who will reape-liſe, | 
muſt ſow in ſpirit, for grapes grow not ont of thornes, 
nor figgs out of thiftles, . vH F 

1 had forgort my ſelfe for I was ſpeaking ta 
dead men, as if they were aliue. What ir 
profitt toſound a trumpett to himwhie. is uy | 
the profundity of deafenes ? whas dothyit.pron 
fict mee, to ſay Heare this, to men with whome 


it enters not,cuen by the very firlt gates, of "ils 


hart. What ſhall we doe,O Lord? fornow Let: 
| that the threat which was made by the Prophy 
Efay is ſulfilled. Hearmg you 5hall beaxe , _ | 
wnderſtand, and ſeeing you 5ball ſte , and yet not ſue; 
For neither words nor ſcourges , nor ſweete 
viage cann ſuffice to'waken thoſe miſerable 
creatures out of their deadlyleepe;rill their end 
arriue, when they muſt hcare the ſentEce which 
ſends them to Hell, and then muſt feele eternall 
rorments, without any remedy thereof, A great. 
miſery is this, & hee is happy, whomegur Lord: 
hath deliuered from it; giuing him notice of h 
wicked wayes, and a will to walke afterward; | 
in ſuch as are gaod. Remember you hens 
that day , wherein God called you, and. know | 
that then God openedyour cares, andeyes, to: 
the end that you might both ſee, and beare4.as: 
verely and as truly, as if he had cured ſomepet; 
fon ,\who had beene blinde , and dumbe. And | 
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men, in this; Nee man 5bell reape, but according 1d Get. 16] 
that which be bath ſowen. He who ſoweth wn flech, 2,Cor-gf 
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fea was schen giuen.you, if you diſpo-. 
ſed your ſelfe wellto receiue it, which i _ 


s - 
rt $+ 
. 


| with our Lord, was giuen you;, to which noe/| 
| _ thing may be compared. And lett the 
c of your true gratitude, beafaithfull care 
To ering to . Opn your eyes , and cares 
open towards Almighty God. For hee wonld 
| be tuch more blame-worrhy , who ſhould fall 
when his eyes wereopen, and might fee thar 


in- his head. It is one thing for a ſoule to 
__ things z another thing, for a man 


, and giuen him light,-wherewith to 
ſee; is more diſplealing to bas digine Maicſty ; 
thenthey which he cooke,, before they knew 
de loued God, 1 beſeech ilbecs admo- 
 niſhthoſe new Canullicts! -of the king of hea- 
wen; that they vndertake notichisbufines in 
ieſt, lince both the puniſhment of negligence, 
[and the veward of ue care which is Ny oy in 
it, is noc matter which.indeede endurethieft. 
God i is agreat-Lord, and he will be ſerued with 
much diligence: ; and hee inflited noe lefſe pu- 
niſhment ypow the foathfall ſernant , then to-caſt 
| [bimbeand, hand, and foot , imo exteriour darkwnes; 
hi h ſignifies excluded, 1 Hans pon 
 4bleffin of God,ando his bowſe. 


1s more |} 


worth, then all things els ; ſince freindſhipp;| - 
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hee vere falling; then another whoe had noe |. 


Sn 


s of iydgment, And ſoe the fall of one, 
= We lord bath rayſed, and placed vpon 


EY 
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 _EPTSTLES.  "Ep.14. 
withenecartbly king, and to acquire the polleſ- | 
fion of & lirtle __ there is a neceſſity of ta- | | 
king care, of watchiag , of troubles , yea and 
ſometymes, euen of ſhedding bloud ; lett nor | - ** 
| them grow faint , in the cambarr; ſince God 
' whoſe cauſc it is, wiltbe*thcir captaine in-the 
ſtrength of whoſe arme , they {hail infalijbly ; 
| goe victorious out of thefeild. 
 Theenemy whome they are $0-oucrcome, ' 
and the Cittie which they are to ſubdue; is their 
| owne proper will, Let them place that well, be- 
fore themſelues; and agaivſt that, lete cham le- 
' yell all-their ſhort;and to that let themfſay, Thos | - 
| art the enemy of Ged , ſince theu aefireft that which 
' # contrary tv him , and therefore thou art my One- C 
| my. For | wholly belong to G:d. I am the fremd of 
' bus freinds ; and the enemy of h1s enemyes, | well 
| have noe peace with thee , that ſce I may bave noe | 
warre with God. Len God rargne in my hart, and 
wot myne owne diſordered will, 1 will gonerne iy 
ſelfe according to that, Whith'tee commannds , and 
not according to that Thi will beg of my God, 
that bee will be pleaſed. wited? mee 145 holy wall, 
and that 5hall be my lawe, though myne cwne will 
world faine bane jt otherwiſe. Let it paine mee oz 
let it pleaſe mee , I amreſolued to t;e my ſiile ſaff to , 
God , fince beſides that I owe t#'him otherwiſe ; he 73 
Was faſtned to the Croſſe for mee. Nay 1 am vudone 14 
if I goe not to bim , ſince all that which comes mot | 01.5 
to him heere , with lone; shall be devided from bim, 
in the next life, by bis bate. Let it cofl me my blend, 
(oe that I may not looſe my God, but that1 may beate * 
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this word From bus bleſſed mouth. Revoyce thou good 
and faithfull ſeruent , enter thou into the ioye of 
thy Lord, In fine , all that which aſſes-15 very 
{ sboyt ; and all this is tewpo rall ; ds ll 
nal ; "all this is light , 2 that, is full of waight, 
And therefore let vs ſay from the bart , with Das | 
| wid. One thing haue I deſired of our Lord, and that 
will I ſeeke , that I may dwell in the howſe of ow 
Lord for ever. And lett this be our concluſion, | 
| that heauen did neuer coft deare. Our Lord| 
graunt it to you , and tovs all , euen by his| | 


| "ac bloud. Amen. 


A Later to a grea rk whereis- he 
greates of rhe Knowledge of God, 
and of a man's ſelfe 5 and how be 
was to proceede towards his paſ- 


ſails. 


SF. Auguliine delired two things of our Lord, 
ſaying, Graunt to mee, O Lord,that | may know ther, 


which we muſt all defire, and noe man is to be 
found without them, vnleſle withall he deſwe 
to be found withour ſaluagi6n. The :emple of 
Salomon conliited of two partes; Both of them 
were holy, bur yet one ate hem, was more holy 
| thenthe other, That parte which was lellc ho+ 
 lyywas the way, totheother, which was more 
holy. The felt is the knowledse of a man's ſelfe; 

which certainelyis a holy thing; & itis the way : 
| to that Santa Sanflorum whiclt] is the knowledge 
of God; where our Lord makes anſweare to. our 
lemaunds , and remedies our neceſlities; and 
where we finde the fountaine of life. For this, 
faith ogr Lord, is true life, that wee know ihee, and 
Wwhome thou baſt ſent , Ieſus Chriſt, 


T HE peace of our Lord Ieſws Chriſt be euer 
remayning with your lordihipagThe holy | 


9 that I may know my ſelfe. Theſe tw are chings, | 


[ 


But now, this ſoe-bigh ching , namely ef 
knowledve of Gad, is not cobeob 
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by to-vnderſtand, that although ir be avery ſa- 
| voury thing,'to looke towards God, yet itcon- 
| cernes vs alſoe toſtudy our [elues. Firſt for the| 


_  — - —_ 


| ciples would be ſtanding to looke at him, with' 


 conlidering how vnworthy 
And Gontly, becauſe when a man forgetrs 


{| that noc rhan cuer faw God, valeſle firſt 


knowing himſelfe , 
baſely of our {clues. 
Amongſt all the other fauours of our Bleſ- 
ſed Sauiour, there is noe doubt, but thathis dif-. 
exceeding great 'guſt , whillt he was aſcending 
noe remedy , bue that they muſt needes 
forgoe his conuerſation ; that conuerſation 
which can carry noe diſguſt withit.' And they 
found great comfort,in looking vpon the way 
by which he paſſed, and towards theplace to 
which he went. But whar did our lord com- 
maund them } Notcertainely,that they ſhould 
be ſtill caſting vptheir eyes to heauen, _ 
thac ſoetited ts be un iveliene thing ; Dur ke 
faid thus to them ; Yow men'of Galilee , why doe 
you fland looking vp to beawen? Giving vs there- 


reyerence which'wee owe to'God.ypon who- 


me we cannot looke,bur with preat confuſion, 
we are thereof. | 


_—_— . 


 { that other , which Teemes ſoc lowe , name | 
| the knowledge of ones ſelfe. It is molt certainey] 


| aw himlſelfe. Noris it ſafety for any man, to 
fly high , vnleſſe he haue the gommangr ff 


which makes vs thinke 


| 'P to hequen vpon Aſcenſion day , lince thereſ' 
5 as 


: 
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himſclfe/ he is inſtantly apt to become wan- | 
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he grawesto loole all hol  Feare anc hepro = 
ues light ,and giddy , like a ſbip which being 


without ballitt, looſes the ankac , when any 


| tempeſt riſes, and the end thereof is to be car- 
| ried-hither & rhirher , rillat laſt it be brougher | 


to ſuffer wrack. I neucr ſaw any ſoule remai- 
ne in ſafety , but by the knowledge of it ſelfe. Noe 
building can be ſure withour deepe founda- 
tion; and that tyme is well imployed , which 
is ſpent vpon the reproafe of a man's owne 


| ſoule. Iris full of profitt, cowards the amend- 


ment of our faults, if we will examine them. 
What kinde of thing is a man who cxamines 
not , and knowes not himſelfe but a howſe 


widdow ill brought vp, who for want of cor- 
 retion ,, is growne wicked; kut a meaſure, 
Without all meaſure, and rule, and which the- 


P a man,, whoe is indeedenoe man_? For he 
w 

uerne himfelfe like aman , nox doth he vnder- 
ſtand, or-poſleſſe. bimſcite; but whyleſt he is 
able to tell many ſoryes of other things , be 
can qnaneg copies of 0m: at _ ber 
are they.z,who hauing forgotten clues, 
take ſuch -paines to Cond che lines of | 
others ; and having ſhut vp. their eyes to their 
owne defects, :haue yer morethen @ hundred 
cyes:Open.,/which ſtand in continuall watch 
onertheetrourof other folkes. Theſe arethey,* 
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without. a window ; but the fanne of ſome. 


reforeis afalſe meaſure. And nally, whatis he | 
o conſiders not himleife, doth neither go- |* 
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[ cacir neighbour ours; 
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ued; And althoug 
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tu regard thoſe errours of others are beheld b 

' them, more continually, & more cloſe at hand ;' 
they ſeeme greater tothem, then their owne'; 
| vp6 which they neuer looke but from farre c - 


tractable, and ſoe rigourous; for iuit after the 
rate of their hauing noe conſideration of their! 
one infirmities , they haue noe compallion of! 
others, 


c6fideration of himſeife, who would not alſoe, 
ealily paſſe ouer the fault of another; and what-! 
ſocuer that man be, who is ſeucre againſt ano- 


be ſure to view & reuijew; what kinde of things! 


ſerable we be, we may cry out for remedy , to 
our Jard leſus, Becauſe indeede, hee is lejvs, that 
is to ſay a Sauiour; butyct of noe other, then} 
ſuch as know , and bewaile their owne miſe-/ 
ries, and who recciue ( indeede, if they can;and, | 
in.defire ,if they cannot ) the holy Sacraments of 
the Church, that ſoe they may be cured and {s | 


ther whenhefalls,giues ſtrong euidence, whe- 
reby it is proued thathe conſiders not his owne}| 
defects. Soc that.giEweedelireto fly , from this | 
ſve daungerous- kipde- of blindenes, we mult | 


h for the making vs k now-owr | 
} ſelves, God, and his Sainrs, haue declared, many 


| neglect their owne.: For js 


I neuer yet ſaw man, who was curious inthe|. 


| our ſelues are; that ſoe when we finde how mi- ; 
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& foe, how great ſoeucr they bcin themſelues,' 
| they ſeeme little to them. From hence it procee-] 
des, that in theirconuerſation, they are ſoe in-| 
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attentiuely behould rhat which he may ob- 
ſerue to paſſe within his owne hart, will finde 
foe many things for which he muſt deſpiſe him 
| ſelfe, that, with horrour, he will cry out, from 
the bottome of that Abille, and ſay , there is nee 
end of my miſerits. 

Whois he that hath nor erred, in thoſe things 
' wherein he thought him ſelfe moſt ſure? who 


cerning that they were good for him ; which 
yet afterward, he found to be full of preiudice? 
Who will preſume to know any thing, ſince he 
hath beene deceiued innumerable tymes? what 
thingis more blinde, then a man, who knowes 
not be much, as what he is to aske of God, as 
$, Pawle tells-ys2 and this comes to paſle, be- 
cauſe we know not ſoe much as whar is good, 
for our ſelues,, as it happened cuento'the ſame 
S. Paule, Who begging of God, that he would 
free him from a particular _—_ z COncei- 
ved that he had asked a right; but it was giuen 
him co be vnderſtood, that indeede he | 2ivs 
not what he asked , nor ſoe much as what was 
good for him. And now who will put c6fidence 


| beſhould Iudge, & deſu concerning kinda, 
lince he , whome the holy ghoſt inhabited , did- 
aske that, which was not good for him, to ab- 
taine, Certainely,our ignorance muſt needes be 
very great,fince weerreſocoftE in thoſerhings, | 
wherein it imports ys ſoe much nor to erre. : | 


| hath'not deſired, & ſearched after things, as c6- | 


| in his ability , fo know cuen foe much as what | 
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teach vs tro know What is good, whodoth' 
pot ſee, how very great our weakenes is; an 
how we fall flat vpon our faces,in thoſe things, 
. wherein it concerned vs to ſtand yp right; "To 
whome hath it not occurred yrs Ay tr , to) 


3:8 


propound the doeing of ſome goodthing , a 
yet to finde himfelfe oucrthrowne , at 
come, by that wherein he tooke hiimſeſſe te 
moſt invincible. To day wee lament &þ 
| nes with teares in oureyes, and we purpYſe to 
| refraine themafterward, and yer, euen whilſt 
the ſame teares are ſtill wert ypon our cheekes 
ſome new occafioh of finne is offered, and wee- 
ping becauſe we fell , we commitr that very 
thing, for which we may haue cauſe ro weept 
againe 3 po. top, ama body of our lord leſuts 
| Corift , with much cauſe of being confounded, 
[for the irreucrence which we have committed; 
| For the ty me hating beene bur ſhoft, fince w& 
hatboured his pretivus body in our boſom 
it happens ſomertymes, that by ſome linne, we 
driue his grace out of our ſoules .What care i; 
| foe weake , and light , which chaunges ſve of 
ren, vpon the warning of all windes, as wee} 
Somerymes merry and ſometymes ſadd ; now 
| \detiour, and then diſtracted; now full of defire 
ending to heauerr, and then following rhe 
| wotld,and euendropping downe to hell, Now 
| hee abboxres © thing , and inſtantly he loues 
phat ' he abhorred, - He caſts done 
| [ovbickhebaJeaten, becauſchefound ircharge 
way] bieRomack, dhdpreſenths heeares ie yp apane 
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{as if he had not caſt it Before... What thing can 
there be , withſuch yariety of coulougs in it,as 
4 man who is made after this ſort? what Image | 
{can they painte with ſoe many faces, and ſoe 
many tongues , as this Kinde of man ? How | 
truely ſaid lob, Man never remaines in'one and the 
ſame Plate. And thereaſon heereof is becauſe he |y,, +. 
is asbes or duſt , and his life, a winde. Now what 
aſott ſhould hee bee , who would ſeeke for 
any repoſe or reſt, berwecne duſt, and windez 
I doe not thinke that there could be a more 
hedious thing, thenif we were able codiſcerne 
to how many ſcueralldiſpohtions one man is | 
ſubiect , inone onely day. His whole life is a 
very maſle of mutability, and frailty.And that, 
which the ſcripture ſaith, agrees well to him, |*<% 37 
The foole 1s 4: chaunzeable 25 the Moone. 
But now what remedy ſhall wee finde hee-.| 
Jreof 2 Certainely we can haue none better then 
to know our ſclues for Lunaticks. And ; as in 
former tymes they carryed 4 Lunatick, perſon to 
our Lord leſs Chrift , that ht might; cure him; 
ſoe lett v$ goefor cure, totheſame lord leſs, 
The ſcripture ſaith, that be enil jprrice tormented 
that man , and that ſometymes he caſt. bim into the | 
fire , and ſometymes into the water; and the very | 
ſame happens to vs,, Somety mes wee fall into 
the fire of couctouſnes, of wrath, & ofenuy; 
at other tymes into the water of carnality , of 
|tepidity , and of malice, And if weeconlider, | 
vpon, how large accompts. wee tagd obliged | 
to almighty God. , forthe tyme paſt and bow | - | 
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| lirtle amendment there is in the tyme preſent, | 
we will be ſure to ſay, and we may doc it with 
much truth, The ſorrowes of death haue enuironed 
mee, the dangers of bell have hemmed mein. | 
* O danger of hell , which is ſoe mightil 
[ to befeared ! And who is not hee, that will nor 
watch with a hundred thowſand eyes , that he 
[ly not be put to welter in that profound 
| Lake ; where hee ſhall eternally bewaile the 
temporall delight , which he hath vnlawfully 
enioyed 2 who will not take care of his way, 
leaſt otherwife he be found wadering from all 
|/happines?where are the cyes of that man,who |. 
ſees notthis 2 where are his cares, whoe heares | 
not this 2 where is his pallate who taſtes not 
this? It is acleare teſtimony of death , not to| 
-performe the actions of life, Our finnes are in- 
,numerable, our frailties are great, our enemies. 
are (tour, crafty, and many; and they hate vs: 
| home. That whereof wee are in queſtion , is 
either the gayning or loofing of God, for all] 
| eternity. How comes it then to paſle, that in| 
the middeſt of foe many dangers, we caneſtee- 
me our ſclues ſecure; and vnder the weight of 
ſoe many woundes, we doe nor feele the paine 
thereof? whyſeeke we not for ſome remedy, 
| before the night ſteale ypon vs, and before the 
1 gates- of alt ſuccour , be ſhutt vp againſt ys 
| 274.04 | when thoſe fooliſh virgins ſhall cry our, and it 
| 25. | {ballbeanſweared thus, ! know you nor. 
| 1. Cor. | _ > Let vs therefore know- our ſelues, and we 
| ** Iihall be-knowne by almighty God, Lett vs 
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iudge and condemne our ſclues, and foe we 
ſhall be abſolued by almighty God. Lett ys 
place our eyes ypon our owne faultes;And foe 
there will be mercy enough for ys, & to ſpare; 
Lett vs con(ider our owne miſeries , and we 
ſhall learne to haue pitty ypon thoſe of others; 
For as the ſcripture ſaich, By that which u wn thy 
ſelfe , thoy shalt come to know that which u m thy 
neighbour. 1F 1 ſee my ſelfe fall ſomerymes by 
fraiky , I ſhall thinke that it may my_ loeto 
my neighbour, and as I ſhall begladd to haue 


wy fault pittied , ſoe will I have pittie ypon 
other men, When my betters doe me a disfa- 
your which I feele much, I muſt. thinke that 
my inferiours will be troubled after the ſame 
manner, if I disfauour them, IF 1 be ſadd, 1 


delire comfort ; and my neighbours caſe is the 
ſame. I am troubled at anill word which was 
ſpoken to mee, and I ſay, That 1 ammade of flesb 
and notof iron; & this ſerues me for a proofe,that 
my neighbour is alſoe made of fleih, & feeles + 
the like affliction, vponthe like occalion, The 
ll c6ditions of ſome men, giue me trouble; and 
I wiſh that they would mend them , that foe 
they may not occaſion mee to {inne , and my 
neighbours deſire the ſame of mee, Wee areal} 
made of the ſame metrall, & there is noe better 
rule by which I may live with my neighbour, 
then to marke attentiuely , that which paſles 
within my ſelfe, ſince hee, and I, are one. 
- He whopraQtiſes this point of mercy with | 
| his. neizhbour-; may ſafely paſſe:on to the 
| 2 
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{o»wiedge of Chriſt our Lord to be releiued by" 
him. For the mercifall, sþall ohiaine mercie. But 
otherwfſe, he will heace that, which the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith , He whoe sbunts bis eare againſt the vayce 
of the poore , that man s$hall cry out , and not bee 
beard, 

A!l man kinde is poore; nor is there any 
one of that race, whoe is not ſubiect ro ſome 
neceſhicie. Lett vs conlider well, it we be deafe 


to the miſcries of others, for ſoc will God be 


to ours, Let noe manthinke, that Chriſt our 
Lord, will meaſare-to vs with any other meaſure, 
12en as we meaſure to others. Lett noc man thin- 


|Ke,, that he ſhall obtaine pardon , if he afford 


not pardon, The vntoward man, ſhall meete 
with vatowardnes;the troubleſome man, with | 
troubles; rhe offenfiue man, with iniuries, and 
rhe charitable'man, with mercy, For, to {owe 


—_ ci MS "_—_ 


thornes, with a man's neighbour; & ro thinke 
of gathering figges , at the hands of God, is 
wholly impoflible, 

Now becauſe we confider not this , there 
are very few whoe finde themſclues entertey- 
ned ; by almighty God with ſweetenes ; and 
thereare many who complaine, that God for- 
getts torelcine their miſeries ; and they mar- 
uaile how hee can ſend them-ſuch [tore of trou- 
bles, both within , and without ; eſpecially 
fancc his very name, is, Mercifull,and the shewer 
of mercies ; and liace he inuites men to ſeeke for 
faccour atihis hands, They beg, they. ſeeke, 


and they. finde-noe.remedy ; and from thenee 
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comes their complaint. Bur it they were nor | 
deafe ro that law , which God publiihed in his 
ghoſpell, ſaying, with the ſelfe ſame meaſure, whe- 


to you againe , they would plainely ſee , that 
themſclues are they, whoe are wanting to their 
neighbours, and conſequently are wanting to 
God in their perſons ; and therefore it is , that 
God may ſeeme to bee wanting to them, Let 
them complaine in themſelucs, in that. they 
| haue noe charity with their neighbours, For | 
[God is full of Charitie, for his parte; but it is 
| not reaſon, nor will hee ——_— K, towards 
; ſuch, as are wanting in it totheir neighbours, 
| And if at any tyme he impart-temporall blef- 
 fings, to ſuch a one as is vachari towardy 
others , what good will thoſe Pleſſings doe 
that wicked man , if withalliheloofe him(ſelfe, 
But God will not giue him-anyſuch thing,'as 
may make him indeede. the better by ir;, hut 
ypon condition that he carty himſelfe as. ne 


| 


Let vs therefore know aur ſelnes, and iett ys 
be towards others, as we defire, they ſhould 
be towards vs ; and ſoc ler. ys paſle on towards 
the knowledge of God, and from the S,autls 
to the Santta Santtorum, And lett vs Tthift vp 
our eyes to our Lord , whoe was placed-vpon 
the Croſſe\,' for our ſaluation, and in hiniwwee 
ſhall diſcerne,, both more, & greater bleſſings, 
then wee diſcouered miſeries in out-felves. 


rew:th you meaſme to others , ut Shall be meaſured | Mu.” 


| ought towards his neighbours, 1426.4 


And if by thinking what: we are , we: grow 
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fadd, through the confideration- of our grei- 
uous finnes paſt , and through the daungers 
which are at hand; we ſhall be refreſhed by 
looking vp to him, when, wee conlider, both 
how truly,and how ſuperaboundantly he payd 
that, which we owe, & purchaſed that ſtregth | 
for vs, whereby we might ſubdue our enemyes, 
It is he who ſecures vs, but, vpon codition, 
that wee relyc on him, Andwhat O Lord, 
ſhall hee feare , who followes thee 2 At what 
ſhall he tremble, who loues thee? Who ſhall | 
be avle to ſett ypon that man, whoe takes thee 
for his defence? How ſhall the deuill be able to | 
| carry him away, whois incorporated in thee? 
Or how ſhall the eternall father forbeare to loue 
that creaturegvhome hee perceiues to be in his 
y6ne,as che Mornch is inthe vines Or how ſhall 
the /onne faile to Toue thar man, whome he per- 
ceiues to loue-him?'Or how ſhall the Holy ghoſt 
forſake that creature, whoe is the tEple , which 
| himſelf inhabirs? we poſleſle greater benefits in 
Chriſt our lord, then weeare fullof miſcries in 
{| onr ſelues ; and' we haue more cauſe of hope 
when wee behould him , then of diſtruſt when 
wecaſt our eyes vpon our ſelues.. Nor is there 
any c6fort, or reſting place forſuch a one as is 
diſc6forted in himfelfe, but to looke vp to 
this leſws, vpo. the Groſſe; whome God ordayned 
forthe remedy of allſuch as ſhould be woun- 
ded;with the birting of ſpiritual ſerpets. For as 
anciently God commaunded that they ſhould 
cre& a Serpent of brafle ; chat aliſuch a ſhould” 

bchould it, imight be cured of the wound of | 
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thoſe corporall ſerpsrs,fo he who ſhall behould 


Shall not faile rodye, He who findes himſelf all 
afflicted, & wounded, ſhalberefreihed,if heJao- 
ke vp hither, asDauid did, whe he ſaid. My ſoule, 
was irowbled wuhbin mee, «5 therefore will I remeber 
thee, the land of Iordan,cs Hermi, cs the linlebill, 

Hee who behoulds himſelfe , and there dif 
couers foe many abhominations, is troubled at 
himſelfe , and he hath reaſon. And not finding 
one houre exactly well ſpent in bis whole life, 
bur ſceing his finnes to be many & great, & his 
good deedesto beſo few,8&weake what ſhould 
he doe but be troubled, when he findes himſelfe 
ſoe vnable to make a good accounte, before ſoe 
{tri& a Iudge? Only he muſt regeberChriſt our 
lord,c6fidering what he wroughtinthe land of 
[ordan, & vpon that little hill: and bewayling his 
linnes, kuaaing the holy Sacraments , hee 
mult liue in obedience to the commaundemets. 


may hope for the inheritance of heauen. 

He muſt alſoe call to minde,that which was 
wrought by our lordin thoſe hills of Hermon, | 
which aremany & in the little hill alſoe.Which 
whether it be that of Horeb, where God gaue 
the lawe, or whether it be ſome other hill,doth 
not foe much import vs, who are Chriſtians; 
whoſe vnderſtanding le/ws Chriſt hath ope- 
ned towards the concciuing of the ſcriptures, 


Chriſt our lord, with fa:tb & lone, shallliue,and |' 
| he, on the other fide, who behoulds him nor, 


of God, and of his Charch; andſoe as aſonneghe | 


Pe 41: 


and he ynderſtands them , who vnderitands 
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A. cating 


- | ſes thus mych after this manner, Chyift, war 


we were curſed : But now- the caſe is altered, 


Chriſt our Lord in them, who is ſhutt vp the- 
rein , asa graine of corne may be , in an care, 
Or as wine, is in the grape. And thereforethe 
end of our law. is Chriſt our Lord ; for all the 


lawe reſts in him. The hills of Hermon , both | 


they which are within the land of promiſe, 
and without it , as*alſo the liule bill , doe all 
ignify but one hill, which may iuſtly be ſaid to 


be a lzutle one, and to be of Hermon. And this is | 


Mount Caluary , where our .redemption wal 
wrought , by the ſhedding of the blood, of the 
ſonne of God, 

Now to the end that wee may know ce, bow 
well this name may be applyed to Munnt Cal- 
vary, it isto be vnderſtood that Hermon ligni- 
fies maled:ifion. And how can Mount Caluar 
be better expreſied, then by the name of mate- 
dition ; finceiit was the place to which they car- ; 
ryed malefacours to be executed; whome the 
ſcripture calls accurſed, becauſe they were to be 
ſoe puniſhed. And becauſe Chriſt our Lord 
faw , that we were to be accurjed,and adiudged 
to cuerlaſting malediFion , hee was. pleaſed, 
through the immenſenes of his Charitie , to 


take our maled1Gons ypon himſelte , I meane | 


the puniſhment of our finnes, that ſoe his be- 
nedithon maight deſcend on vs. S. Paule, expre(- 


made malediffion that ſo his birediFtion might be 
communicated to the Gentiles, 'He was bleſſed, and 
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He cooke the pace of the accurſed , in being 
tormented vpon the Cofſe , which was dew to 


God, and to be his ſonnes, and the inheritours 
of the kingdome of heauen, with athowſand 
other benedictions, which came from our Bleſ- 
ſed lord lejus Chriſ/, in whome they remaize 


for cuer, 


dye, to the end that dearth may liue, Benedithon 
is accurſcd , that ſoc maled:E{ion may be bleſſed. 
The ſound man is wounded, that ſoe the woun- 
ded man may be cured, The {onne is treated as 
a /laue, that ſoe the ſlave may be adopted for a 
ſanne. They moſt cruelly handle him who de- 
ſerue; all pitty ;and all the fauour and Regalo 


fine what ſhall we ſay? They apprehend the in- 
nocent, and they releaſe the guilty. The iult 
man payes tor finnes, Innocency is codemned, 
and the wicked man is iuſtifhed. Vhar did 
Chriſt our lord chooſe for himſelfe2 Our afflic- 
tions, and our miſcries, to be his recreations & 
delights. What ſhall wee ſay to ſuch a charity 
as this; but that we are to praiſe and bleſle this 
lord, day, and night, who hath wrought our 
redemption; andfh 

him to ſoe much coſt, 

This .is indeede that hill of Hermon , that 
little bell; and this ſoe truly, as that he was eſtec- 
med by the relation of the Prophett Eſay , for 
the meaneſt amongft mer, And for this reaſon our 


—_— 


— 


vs; and wee are admitted to the freihdſhip of | 


G—__ 


O wonderfull exchaunge! thatlife ſhould 


falls vpon that perſon , who deſerued hell. In | 


luation by a way, which put | 
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P/. z1.| Lord himfelfe faith, { am 4 worme and noe man 
ut the dishonour of men, and the abaſement of the 
people. O thou honour of men , and angels! 
and how canſt thou be the diſhonour of men? 
Thou, who art the aduancement of thy peo- 
ple , and who art the glory both of heauen 
and carth , what could make thee grow to 


be the abaſement of thy people , but onely thine 
| owne great Charitie, For thou to honour ys, 
did{t endure foe great diſhonour, that as wee 
are wont to ſay of ſome yery baſe vaworthy 
man, that he diſhonours his whole ſtocke,| 
ſoc did they alfoe ſay of thee , that thou dishe- | 
noaredfi the whole race of mankinde, Bee thou| 
Blefled without end. For all the honour, 
which all the race of mankinde poſleſles, co-| 
mes from thee, and through thee, Thou gauelt| 
it by the conjunction of thy ſelfe ro them, m#| 
king thy ſelfe man , and dying for men and] 
exalting them to an equallity with Angels, 
and cuen with Seraphins , if themſelues will; 
and ordeyning , that the ſonnes of ſinnefull 
Adam , they may become the ſonnes of God, 
and the heyres of thy Father , and coheyres with 
thee ; as being thy bretheren , and-yer thou; 
O Lord, art called the dishonour, and abaſement 
of the people, Thou didſt abafe thy (elfe O Lord 
to exalt ys ; thoudid(t abaſe thy ſelfe belowe 
allmen , that thou mighreſt rayſe vs , aboue 
the Angells. 

| What $hall wee render to thee O Lord, 
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lexalt vs to that great hill, Thoda dyedlt | 


{re., thou diddeſt purchaſie, and thou wilt | 
[impart to' vs that happy benediction of tiine. | 
| Come you bleſſed of my father , poſſeſſe , the kins- | 


{Since thou wert content to be waved , it is. 
[reaſon that thou alfoe be our Ids. Letet | 
lys thereforc reioyce ſince hee who loues vs 
[foe much , is to b 


{teach vs mcekenes , from that Croſſe. 'Who 
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for ſoe great fauours ; bur onely that we mult 
renderly , and profoundly knowe , that if 
wee haue any thing ; if wee be her for any 
thing , and it we be any way acceptable to | 
almighty God , it is wholly by thee ; And | 
wee mult yeild thee all thankes , and praiſe, | 
for that thou being what thou art, wouldelt | 
yer youchſafe to offer thy ſelfe to ſufferance | 
of ſoe great afilictions , for ſuch wretched | 
things , as wee are. Thou diminiſhed(t rhy : 


ſcife in that little bill , that thou mig hreſt 


on Mount Caluary , to the end that wee | 
might live in the mountaine of heauen. And 
by the maledifion which fell vpon thee the- 


dome which 1s prepared for you. They curſed 
thee , O Lord , and thou bieſledſt vs, Thy 
death giues vs life , and thy affliction , eaſe; 


e our ludze; and wee will 
goe confidently to mdgment , lince the Iudge 
is of our owne flesh and bloud. 

If wee know not what wee may doe, 
for the pleaſing of Almighty God ,- lett vs 
looke vp to Chriſt our Lord, and he will 


being amongſt wicked perſons, did not curſe | 
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them , who curſed him; nor did he reuenge 
himſelfe, though he had power enough , ouer 
ſuch as did him miſcheife : He def; fed havens 
and to berich , and to be regaled, And to obey: 
the will of his father he offered himſelfe to 
the Croſſe. Hee who wants knowledge , let 
him come to heere this Doctour, as he is (it- 
ting in this Chaire, He whoe will heare a good 
ſermon , let him come to Chriſt our Lord, 
being in the pulpirt of the Cr«ſſe, and he ſhall 
be free from errour ; becauſe Trath which is 
Chriſt our Lord himſelfe , shall free him, Aud if 
wee be chaungeable, and weake, in working, 
let vs looke ypon this author of our faith, and 
ſee how he is nayled to that Croſſe , both hand 
and foote ; and that immoueably, to the end 
that, by his grace we may be conſtant, & per- 
ſeuerant in docing well. He who will goe to 
Chriſt our Lord , for the cure of his incon- 
ſtancy , ſhall obtainea perſeuerance , like that 
of Anna, the mother of Samucll, of whomecir is 
ſaid; That sbe turned her conntenance noe more t6- 
wards ſeuerall wayes. He who dwells in Chriſt 
our lord, doth not wander hither and thither, 
bue ſtands faſt in goodnes , according to the 
Scripture which ſaith,thar ſuch 4 one 15 ener cleere, 
like the funne ; and that bis light is net diminisbed, 
For hee who is in Chriſt, participates of Chriſt, 
And fo as Chriſt is {wft, he is alſoe Juſt, if Chriſt 
be firme, he is alſoe firme, though in afarre in- 
| feriour degree. For,as in.one body, there is but 
one fprit,, which-diffuſes irſelfe , through all| 
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the partes of that body, and they all liue by: 
one | aſi life; and not one of them by the 
liſe of a man, and another by the life of a lyon, 
or any other beaſt , ſoe allthey who are in 
Chriſt our lord, liue by his Sprri1,as the branch 


liue, by the bead. And hee who polleſles this 
Sp1141, is like to Chriſt our Lord, and partakes 
of his conditions ; although ( as I ſaid),it bein 
a farre inferiour degree, And hee who hath 
not the ſpirit of Chriſt; let him hearken to S. 
Paule who faith , If any man bane not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, that man is not of Chriſt, 

Lett a man therefore view and review 
himſelfe, to ſee if he finde a conformity of his 
ſoule, with that of Chriſt our Lord ; and if 
hee haue it, it will þc cafy for him to keepethe 
commaundements of Chriſt, ſince hee is of 
the ſame condition with him, And though he 
be not yer , of conformity with Chriit let 
him goe ro Chriſt, and beg his ſpirit of him, 
whereby he may be ſtrengthned , according to 
that which Danid delired , thus , Confirme wee 
with thy principall , or cheife ſprui. For it will 
profirt mee little , that Chriſt came into the 
world, if withall he come not into my hart. 
Chriſt brought downe goodnes, peace, and loy in 
the holy Ghoſt , with many other benedictions, 


| dwells norin my ſoule. Anditisin effe&,with| 


{ lives by the life of the vine , and as the members | * 


If I live in wickednes, warre, vngodly melan- | 
choly, or inordinate delight, Chriſt our Lord|, 


| mee, as if he had not come into the world at 
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| addrefle of a perſon who hath a minde todraw 


miſcrie; for I ſhall be puniſhed ſoc much the 
more , becauſe I would not admitt. of thatſal-' 


uation, whick was offered mee, with ſo good | 


a will, 
Chriſt our lord dyed for vs all, and is ready to 


receiue vsall. Let vs make towards him;though | 


it be but to doe him curteſy ; and let vs not 
permit that ſoe great, and pretious laboursand 
aftlictions of his, may remaine fruirelefie, The 
price of them are our ſoules, if wee will carry 
them to Chriſt. Let vs caſt our ſelues downe 
at his feete, deteſting our finnes, and our for- 
mer wicked life; diſtruſting our owne know- 
ledge, and wotth, and ſtrength ; and ſo, perſe- 
ucring to beg, to knock , and to cry out, he 
will fill vs with knowledge ; how to addreſle 


our ſelues,and with power to worke;and with | 


perſeuerance, that wee may not fainte ag it is 
written , Toney who confide in onr Lord, ball 
proceede from ſirenzth to ſtrength, they shall take the 
w1ngs of an ezle, they Shall fly, and not faint . And 
fiace there are more excellencies in Chriſt our 
Lord then there are miſeries in vs,let vs goe on 


towards him, acknowledging that hee is our |- 


onely remedy ; for by this meanes we ſhall nor 
diſpaire rhrough our owne miſeries, but take 
comfort and partake of his excellencics, 

This my lord, ſeemed ſufficient ro me, for the 


neere to God, Bur becauſe in your lordſhip, the» 


re is the capacity of two perſons, your lordihip | 
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all , ſaving that it will turne ro my greater |. 
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will hauc neede of two rules, That which is 
ſaid, may ſuffice forasmuch as c6cernes your 
owne particular perſon; but in reſpe& that you 
are a man, who haue ſoe great charge ouer ſoe 
many others;it wil be neceſlary for you,to haue 
| more & more care of your ſelfe, For there are 
many, who for as much as c6cernes their owne 
particular c6ſcience;are good men; & yer they 
| faile in being good Lords, & good Magiltrats, 
And this ſecond parte is ard, oro it isthe 
worke of one who isa kinde of perfe&man; 
for it takes thar firſt kind of goodnes for graun- 
ted, and then paſles further on, For hee whoe 
| forasmuch as concernes himſelfe , is notluſt, 
will not be Iuſt in what he ought to doe to-\ 
wards others.But yet itſuffices not for one who 
hath charge ouer many,that hee be 1ſt , for as 
much as concernes onely his owne particular 
| mer Ely. for his owne part was a good man, 
ut he was not good for as much as concerned 
bis ſonnes, ſince he for boreto puniſhthem; & 
therefore he was greiuously puniſhed by al- 
mighty God, So that, great lords haue neede 
|of a manyfold kinde of goodnes, ſince they 
haue a manifold Kinde of perſon, 

As for this ſecond part, which to be, con- 
cernes a c6mon or publique perſon, me thinkes 
there is noe better glaſſe, wherein a man who 
1s a lord ouerothers, ought to looke,then ypon 
;thatlord of men and angells, whoſe perſon he 
 repreſcts. Hee who firtsin the place nec 
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it is bur reaſon thar he hauc the: properties | 
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of him , whoſe place he holds. Alord of vaſ | 
ſailes is a Licutenant of God who ordaines, 


that ſome ſhall gouerne and commaund, and 


that others ſhall obey, He who reſi/ts thoſe fors 
mer, dorh by the teſtimony of S. Pasle , refi 
tye 01 mano of God, who diſpoſes of allthings 
according to ſubordination, 

Now therefore lett a man conſider, what 
office God exeiciſes towards man ; and foe 4 
ercat Jord thall know how hee is tocarry him- 
ſcife rowards his people. God chaſtiſes ſuch as 
 erre, without any accepyation of perſons, and 
in this he is ſoe ſtrict , that he hath not any, 
who is ſo great a fauourit of his, but that he 
{hall pay ſoundly for it, if he giue juſt cauſe, 
Nay he pardoned not foc much as his owne 
ſonne, though hee owed nothing for himſel- 
fe , bur onely becauſe he obliged himſelfe, to 
pay for the ſinnes of others. Without faile he 
muit neeles be farre from accepration of per- 
ſons, whoe puniſhed with foe great ſeuerity, 
his oncly begotten ſonne,and ſuch aſonne,and 
ſoc deerely bcloued, and thar for the finnes of 
| Ears, There is hothing which ſhould haue 
power, to make him who gouernes, forbeare 
the doeing of his/duty ; but he is to ſtand like 
the ſtaRcofapalliice which leanes nor, either 
to the one ſcale'or to theother , that ſo cuery 
man may haue his owne. There is noe ſtate but 
it would periſh and be vndone, if publique bu- 
fines ſhould be ledd,, after the pace of particu- 


| 


lar affetions. And at an inſtant dorb that pers 
| hs £ ſon \ 
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76a leaue ft ve pul que ; mo 
ſoe little rowards | ve pe 
Now Goce —_ uſt | 
not bend him wp 20ucrnes, m _— = 
the reſpet of any other mian's rofire niake | 
him bend , fince he owes moreto thets | 
to any other. Chriſt our Lord is'the 
whichis AY all; not onely foneinng has 
concernes the priuate <6ſcietice of a particular 
man, but farndanch alfoe as concernes apy pu- | 
ue perſon. For hee was a king andſve hes; | 
though not after the manner of this world.But 
beingin the chaireof his Croſſe , hee ſaid to his 
mother, Woeman bebeald thy ſoove. To giue vs to. 
vnderſtand that hee who isin the place of a pus 
blique perſon,mult renounce all'particular ins 
rage , though it ſhould regard i 
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Mother, And the ſame exam | 
when at ſome other — le aloe gav ſpeak with 
lefle tedernes to that Blefled Mother his.T6- 
teach vs how carefull wee muſt bee, to keepe' 


affection; 


our ſelues cleere from 
though ſome be angry at it, and 


our 
| ſclues endure paine by it, racherthen to cherifs 
Ejthem, with diſg alt to God; » 

Thuciznoding; to which great lords ought 


V—_— 


to attend ſo'mucty (that ſo they may be oy 
{both with God and man) astruly, & c 
(and like men who liveinthepreſenceof } 
b» goes ever faithfull, & firmeto him, wirh 
ing cither ne, dre > ga 
hong 
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which is giuento him. God places not gr 
'Loxds inthe world, to the-cnd that they may} 
doe, and vndoe,' what they liſt ; but to execute] 
the lawes of his boly will.” And/though they; 
may account themſelues lords, yet are theyſtill MY. 
wnder the yniuerſall Lord of all,in compariſon 
payRo_ns, they are more truly vaſlailes, th 
| their vaſſailes are theirs ,and their power is as} 
truly limicted as their vaſſailes er is foraſ-\ 
uchas concernes the diſpenting with wharſY 
they ought to doe. Soc thathe is to be more} 
fayoured,, and beloued, who hath moſt righe| 
og his (ide , and/heis to be moſt puniſhed , who 
deſerucs it moſt. {And thus may any lord re+ 
ſemblethe truelord of all, if without accepta- 
tion of perſons, he giue to cueryone accordin 
to his workes; yea and if ſometymes he vunid 
moſt, ſuch as are moſt fauoured by him. Both: 
becauſe reaſon would require, that they ſhould} 
offend -bim leaſt ; and for that alſoe they muſt] 
not} thinke that becauſe they are beloued by | 
him, they may take occaſion tro doe what they: 
hiſt; & that whichreaſon alloweth nor. Freind- 
{ſhip ſhould laſt as long as vertue doth, and en-| 
mitie, or oppoſition, as vice; For if it be other- 
iſe , woe be 10 5berw-, who call good, emill , & emill, | 
+; XY our lordſhip muſt conſider beſides , that} 
God-hath placed you-,-in:the eyes of many;| 


| 


) 
=_= 


whoe take 


WP. - 


4... 46.4 '. 2 "I" + W - ba” : 
- . F - Py o 4 T Ls | 
1 k . E- v $ $ Y " #? - we? ,, 


bavto be a rulc of their liues, v Hi 
they ſee you doe, Make account that yo! 
ſeated ina high place, end-chatyourſp 


'P in Court , if ſuch a manner of ſpeech be 
v 
jt were the cultome amonglt great lords, that 
' when one should giue thetn S 
\chceke, they would tender the other, and if it 
| were thefaſhion for thim, to abhorre fipne,and 
to takeit for a poitit of greatenes, to obey the 
'lawesof Chriſt our Lord, without doubt, in- 
| feriour men would hould itan bongur, todoe 
| that which they ſaw practiſed by great perſons. 
And for this reaſon, I belecue, that che Prelats 
of the Church ,and the lords of the world, are 
acauſe of pexdition,to the moſt part of ſoules, 
| beſcech your lordſhip, that as you are a 
particular man, you will looke into-your ſelfe 
witha hundred eyes, and that , you will looke 


you are a perſon , vpon whome many looke; 
| and whome many Stow, And take care ,-to 
[carry bothyour pexſon,and your houſeſoe or- 
dered, as the law of Chriſt requires ; that bee 
who hall imitate your lordship ; may alfoe 
imitate Chrift our Lord therein,and may mcere 


will be followed , ſaluarion ; 


ed there, all men procure to follow it. Andif 


uftct ypon one 


into your ſcife , witha hundred thowſand, as | 


Y with nothing to ſtumble at. The vulgar,'is 
| without doubr,bur a kinde of ape. Let great! 
WW cn confider what they doe , for in fint _ 


echand || 
faſhions are ſcene by all, and followed by lie 7 
moſt part of men; If ſuch a faſhion be raken, | 
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lone should ſuffice tro make great lords liue 
{like foe many Saints , though it might coſt 
1 chem ſome trouble; confidering how our lord | 
Teſs, the ſonne of God , would not be a king, 
| bur reſolued by his labour and ſweat , to giue 
reft , and peace to his ſubiets. And he fledd 
from proſperities and honours, leaſt otherwiſe, 
he might haue giuen occaſion of ſinne £0 his 
ſcruants, who would hauethought, ( if Chriſt 
| our lord had followed them) that is would alſo 
haue beene their part, to purſue the ſame. All] 
things are to be thought little worth , ſo that 
we may procure thereby, that God be ſerued, 
Andlet this be the finall concluſion ; Thar ſoe| 
much the more attentiuely , a man shall conſi-| 
der, and imitate leſws Chriſt, ſo muchthe better} 
men , and ſo muchthe better Loyd he ſhall bee, 
' | Forin him wee beganne, and ſoe alſo we will| 
®_ {end in him. 
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A Letter of che Authour , to 4 Lady in- 
the ryme of Aduent , and vpon this 
occaſion he perſwades her to diſpoſe. 
her ſelfe to receiue the Infant leſus, 
and to loue bim with feruent loue. 


H Ow buſy will your ladyſhip bee, in this 
holy tyme, preparing a lodging for that 
guett, who is coming to you. Mee thinkes, I 
e 


as S. Mary Magdalen ; that ſoe by your endea- 
uours, both exteriour and interiour , you may 
doe him ſeruice', who is drawing neere , ſince 
hee is ſoc worthy both of the one and of the | 
other , and is, in fine, your lord.O bleſſed ryme 
'whercinis repreſented to ys the coming of God 
[in fleſh ro dwell amongſt ys , to illuminate our 
darkenes, and to addreſſe our feete in the way of peact, 
and to adopt vs for his brethren, and rodeſigne 
vs for theenioying of the ſameinheritice with 
himſelfe, 

Ic is not without cauſe, that you'defire his 
-coming , aad that you prepare your hart for his} 
habitation.For this lord was defred long before 
he came, andthe 
«ll Nations ; and 
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e you as carneſt, asS, Martha, & yet as quiet | 


alled him +.4e\ 


| |none, burſuchas 6 , God beares the defive \ 
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{ the _poore , for. his.cares arc c laid*cloſc. to the 
liz bing of our harts, and heares for nothing, 
els in vs bur char." TFoftch a hart hee comes, 
and cannot deny himſelfe , as it is ſaid in the 
Canticles, T bou haſt wand my hart , O thou my 
lifter , and my ſpouſe; thou baſt waanrded : my hart , by 
the Caf of one of thyne eyes , and by 4 bawe of thy 
bead. Is it poſſible for any thing to be more 
tender, then that which is wounded , by the 
< ghrof a {ingle eye? Is it poſſible for any thing 
' to bemore weake, then that which is tycd faſt 
by one lingle haire : 2 where now are they, who 
ſay, that God is hard to be obteyned, that he is 
rigourous to bedelt with, and inſupportable to 
be endured. Wee muſt quarrel] with our {clues, 
fince, becauſe wee will be looking many ſcue- 
rall waye: , we place not our fight vpon God; 
norwill wee ſhutt thateye of ours, which be- 
houldes creatures, that ſo with all our thought 
| wee may c6ſider God alone. Hee who ſhootes 
in aCrofle bowe, ſhutts one of his eyes, that hee 
may ſee better with the other, how to hitr the 
whire;z&we,the while,will not shutt vp allthat 
fight-of ours, which hinders vs from being able 
to-hunte & wound our lord with loue. 

Let him recolle{t , and make ſure his loue, 
| andlett him lodgeitin God, wheſocucr hath a 
mindeto obraine God. For as God 15 lone, ſoe is 
| beonely to be hunted, and taken with louez 


1 {and be will haue nothing ro doe with them, 
tjbp.| who loue him nor. And if th ; that they 
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| of the boſome of thy Father, and arrtlaid inthe 


endure to withhould him ſelfe from goeing to 
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£ ſay not true. Bur Dur 
who is wounded with an eyc, is tyed-with a 
haire.' For that which the recollecs 


ted and reflected thought conſerues , thatit | _ 


may not be loſt. 

Andcothe end that men might bepur into | 
confidence , that they ſhould be able ro arriue 
toalmighty God, and that hee hath noe minde 
to ſlipp away, he makes himſelfe one of them, 
and layes himſelfe in the armes of a virgin, | 
{wathed vp hand and foot, without power to 
fly from that man, who is diſpoſed to ſeeke 
him, O celeſtiall bread, which deſcendeſt our 


publique places of this world, inuiting as many 
as will, that they may come to enioye thee, and 
feede ypon thee. And whoe is hee whoe can. 


thee, and from receiuing thee, ſince thou 

thy ſelfe, vpon noe harder c6dition, then onely 
that wee be content to hunger after thee? For | 
doeſt thou peraduenture aske more of vs , then 
onely that a ſoule may ſigh forthee, and con- 
felling her linnes, = receiue, and loue thee? 


Great is the miſery of thoſe men , who | 


when bread comes to ſceke themin their owne | 
howſes, they chooſe rather to dye of hunger, 
then to ſtoope to take it vp. O floath what a 
deale of miſcheife thou doeſt ! O blindenes, 
what adeale of. benediction doeſtthou looſe?! 


if I 4a. k 


ines, what a deale of aduantage docſt | y 
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, and to him who knockes it sball 
rHitwee proue not well, 
p 620% isours, 

But what 2? shall things paſle ſtill after this! 
mays 2 Thoug God himſtlfe is come to cure 
| vs, shall wee ffix continue ficke ? He bein gat 
the gate of our oY crying out and ſaying, 
Open to mee, O thou my freind, and my ſpowſe, shall | 
.4.] we being all wrapt vp in vanities,ſuffer him to 
ſtand calling there , and notſoe much as opeh 
him the gate ? 

O my ſoule came hither, and tell mee, for | | 
aske thee on the part of God, what, in ine, is 
that thing, which detaines thee, from gocing 
all, with Sch forces, after God? 2 What doclt 
thouloue, if Too doe not loue this Spouſe of | 
| thine Or rather why doeſt thou not loue him 
much, whodid ſoc mightily loue thee? He had 
noe bulnes on earth, but to attend to the loue 
of thee, and to ſceke thy profit, with his owne 
loſle. And what haſt thouto doein this world, 
but ro exerciſe thy ſelfe,all, inloue ofthis king 
of heauen ? Doeſt thou not ſee , how all that 
which heere thou ſceſt, muſt haue an end, as 
| alſoall that which thou heareſt, which thou 
1 roucheſt, which thou taſtcſt, and wherewith 

thoudoeſt converſe 2 Doeſt thou not ſee, that 
__ 4allthisis but cebwebs, which cannot cloath 
_ {| rhee, and keepe thee warme? Where art thou if | 
Tok a waar being in leſws Cbraf our lord? 
| Ld thou|-. 
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making ?'wiat + ”m ceke., our of &l 
onely , one; compleze God 2 OBES. wn 
gee roſe vp ouffelueseriaſt, & Sreake of 
this badd fleepe ; Let vs awake, for it 15 buaad 
day, fince leſ«s Chriſt ourlord who is the light, 
is come. Let vs doe the weokes of light ;, {0 
there was tymo wherein wee did the workes 
of darknes. O that the memory of that ryme; 
wherein wee know nor God , might fe&rue ys 
now for sharp ſpurrs, to make vs runne gree- 
dily after him. O that we could runne, O that | 
wee could fly, O that wee might burne, and be Fed 
transformed, into him. W hat mult a creature | 
doe, when he ſees his creator made man,and all | - | # 
for loue of him alone 2 who cuer heard of ſuch 
aloue as this, that one louing anotacr, thould W 
by love be converted into that orher, It is truef Þ © 
that God loued vs, when hee made vs attcr his 4 
Image;bur a farre greater worke it was to make 
himſelfe after our image. He abales bimſette 
| to vs; that hee may exalt vs to him. He makes 
himſelfe man, that hee may make vs Gods. He | 
deſcedes from heauen, that he may carry vs thi- f-»Þ 
therin his cGpany ; and in fine hedycd, that he L- 
might gtue vs life, And now ſhall it be poſſible 
that in the midſt of theſe things, I ſhould lye | 
ſleeping and without any ſenſe of gratitude for 
loe great loue ? 0 lord illumingte myne ryes , that # 
| they may not ſlexpe in ſuch « death a: this And thou Efend.) B, 
who haſt done vsthis great fauour, givevsal-f - 4 * 
ſoc a right fecling of it, For otherwile; the |_ - 
greater the bencher is., the more hyre iv-will | 
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doe vs in the end. us ' 8 


-ord gpen thou myne-tyes, that they may! 
conſider hee deſten ins butof the befor of 
thy father; andentring into that of thy vie | 
mother , that I may giue thee great thankes for |. 
this benefit, Make mee able to humble my ſelfe 
forthee, Make meeabletoconfider thee lying 
in a maunger, inſtgade of a bed, crying out, 
through could & being oppreſt with pouerty; 
& 4 me learne thereby, how to caſt all deli» 
cacy farre from mee. Make thy teares & fighes 
ſhew & ſound themſclues forth in myne eares,| 
that ſoe they may mollify my hart, & that ſoe it] 
may deliuer it ſelfcouer, as wax, to euery incli-| 
nation of thy will, And doe not- thou permitt, 
that God ſhould weepe, and that man ſhould 
haue noe feeling of it;for I know not at which 
of theſe two things, wee might wonder moſt, 

Seale vp,O lord,thy wordes in my foule,that 
| I may neuer finne againſt thee. Let the blood 
which thou didit ſhed for mee, be gathered yy 
into my hart, and be thou all,my onely loue, 
that ſoe thou maiſt not repent thy ſelfe, of all 
theſe great afflictions, which thou enduredlt fc 
mee. It is I, whom thou ſoughtſt, and who 
thou ſeekeſt ſtill; and for mee thou haſt made 
all thoſe riltings, andtriumphes, and shewe 
forth all thy liueries , and vndergone all tha 
coſt. Let me neuer ſce my ſelfe belonging tt | 
anyother then thee , fince thou haſt deſerued 
| me foe well, / 
Come Madam,let that hart of yours, now pit | 
| TTY ] 
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| rare ir ſelf God is vponrthe point of -_ c 
rne; and hee hath neither howſe, no fi 
| wherein tolye. Let your hart be all inflamed: 
| with loue, for the Infant ſuffers much-cold.” 
Andyert if your hart be but even ſoemuch. as: 
lake warme this Infant with his cold , will. 
giue it greater heat, For how much the more \ 
cold he ſuffers for ys, ſo much the more loue, 
he ſhewes to beare vs; & where I finde my ſeclfe 
tobe more beloued , there am I obliged more, 


tw 


Exteriourly hee ſuffers cold, and yet,through 
|the great loue he beares ys, he can endure noe 
cloathes ; but helyes naked asſoone as he is 
borne, & naked they lay him vpon the Crolle, 
becauſe in his bearth, & in his death, he ſhewed 
{the greateſt exceſle of loue. 

Madam, you mult prouidea cradle wherein 
you may rock him@ſlcepe,, which ſignifies the 
[repoſe of contemplation, and ſee that you tend, 
and treat him well, for he is the ſonne of agrear 
high kjog, and he is the ſonne alloe of a virgin, 
and he takes much guſtto lodge himfelfe in the 
hart of virgins ; forthe meat he cates is fleſh, 
{which is crucified & dead. And becauſe he hath 
{2 great deale of poore people, amongſt his kin- 
dred , whome yet he loues deerely well, you 
mult be alſoe ſure to loue them, for they are the 
{| brethren of our creatox. As ſoone as he is borne 
in-your hart , you mult take care to nurſe him; 


| to loue. | | 
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and1 beſecech himto keepe and ſave youyfor his 
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mercies ſake. Amen. h 


| ſoule, ſo is there ing which requires more 


| fes todwell. Heis chaſt, and he loves ſuch as 


ES eat Bene OE 
"SPIRI TV VAC. 


a 6... A. A 


P CC : 
: a . pt ; 
Ld \ 


i Ly Earn < 

£ ow » cows Lads; whois agfs 
what diſpefition 5be is to receine Chriſt eur lord, 
into her foal: ; and withwhat care 5he is to keepe 
bim, and of the great miſery where into. that ſoul 
falls, which committs mortall finne, and what « 
great treaſon it is , to leave God,, and follow the 
denill, eſpecially for ſuch « have beene particularly 
fanoured by almighty God. 


'T: HE grace and peace of the holy ghoſt, be 
in _ hart, and aſliſt you in this holy 
| tyme 3 that you may prepare your ſoule , for 
that Infant who is now to be borne. For he 
hath noe howſc, but in thoſe ſoules which are 
| well diſpoſed to receive him. Hecomes as a 
ſtraunger, andin great pourrtie, Giue him your 


—_ 


1 harr, that oe he may ſayin tbe laſt day, was 4 


franneer and you receined mee. Burt yet conſider 
withall, that as there is nothing ſo muchto be 
deſired by you asto lodge this Infant in your 


care and dili to pr the lodgin 
ready, in fuR fore as he are He my $4 
humility, and pouertie; and they who receiue 
him weſtbe humble, and poore, He comes to 
vadertake great labours, and with labour that 


 howſe muſt be adorned, wherein he. youtcha- 
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heis God an d {0 mult be no ittle. —__ 
prepare a lodging for a grea . On 1s 
choiſe and Ka , and by reaſon of ſome-one |- 


mortall ſinnewhich ſorge'man makes litle dif- 
ficulty to commirr, he refuſes roenter into the 
ſoule. And if he be there already , one mortall 


linne, ſends him away. And when he is gone, | 


he comes not back againe ſoe ſoone;but makes 
it plaine, by the difficulty which he hath co re- 
turne , with how great diligence he is to be 
kept, by vs; when we haue him there. 
O my good lady, and how riche is he who 
pR__ God, and how often in the day were 
c to looke downe vpon his hart, asking our 
Lord if hee be there > What chaynes ſhould he 
caſt about him of humble peticions and teares, 
begging of him as Daxid did, in theſe waxds, 
0 lord depart not from mee. How full of caution 
ought a man to walke, leaſt he ſhould doe ſo- 
mewhatr, which might offend our Lord, & leaft 
being offended, he ſhould be gone. For, if hee 


beall good, what ſhall it be ro looſe him, bur | 


tofallinto the Abiſle of all miſcries? They are 
ſadd things, which aſoule feeles, when it hath 
loſt God; and ſuch, as will hardly be belciued, 
though all the world ſhoulg ſpeake of them. 


- | This appeares well in our firſt parents Adm 


and Exe. For Eue, looking vpon the fruite of 
to hereye, and thar if she 


might cate th 


| the forbidden, tree, it ſeerned very beautifull ; 
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contentment. Bur as ic 


great miſeries,, which-came vpon her by rhac 
meanes , & experience taught her, that rhe bix- 
rernes of breaking tne comaundment of God, 
was greater, thenthe pleaſureto hauc eaten the 
fruite. And then ſhe ſaw , that the apparance 


faire, and full of guſt, was but a deceite of the 
deuill, who made afalſc glalle,for her ro looke 
through. And hee alloe gaue her a loathing, of 


her to. cate. Soe as they ſeemed ,vnſauoury. to 
her,, and ſhe thought thar all the guſt,, and 
hidden good , had conliſted in chat which God 
forbad, 
O how many haue beenedecciued by, the de- 
uill, through falſe imagination ; hepromiſin 
? | P g 
them contentment, & gult;& they atterwards, 
making bitter lamentation,for giuing credit to 
hg euen before they knew to bealyer, 
& the father of lyes; and ſome, after the end of 
many labours, atid teares, haue ſweate bard, to 
returne into the freind{hipp of God, though, 
through all their life , they continued with this 
apgger in their hart, of, How have I offended God, 
haumg vouchſafed mee log many bleſings | And it 
ſcemed to them as if they enioyed not the be- 
nefut of bis pardon , through the continual 


| greitcand ſhame , which they had for commir- | 


| tingtheoffence. Others there ate, whoe being 
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3 her cycs were opened,$0 behould thoſe | 


which the forbidde fruite had,of being foe very | 


thoſe other fruites which God. commaunded 4 
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de hen ing from the fif 
being be ficled, _ Eee} ood fo 


growe to takedelight inthe buskes of ſwyne. 
Of theſe S. Peter aich, That tt hed beene better for 
| them, not to hane knowne the way of our lord, then 10 
leave it after it Was knowne. And it happens to 


them as to the dogge who returnes to cate, | 


what he had yomitted, & as to the hogg whoe 
wallowes in his myre from fide toſfide. And 
our Lord himſclfe ſaid , That he who puts by band 
to the plowgh , and lookes backe is not fitt for the king- 
| dome of beanen.; but returnes to be worldly agai- 
ne, and is both made an obic& of ſcorne to the 
deuill, and is alſoe placed asa marke to fright 
others from offending God. 
In this ſorte did the wife of Lothyndoe her 
ſelfe, For God hauing vouchſafed her foe 
eat a fanour , as to deliner her from the 
Fee , Which came from heauen, vpon Sodem 
and Gomorrab , where ihee dwelt , and com- 


\maunding her nor to looke backe againe, ſhe 


obeyed not his yoice ; but turning her head 
'backe, was transformed into a pillar of ſalte, 
which beaſts licke yp. And heereit is to be c6fi- 
dered , that if God puniſhed her ſoe ſeucrely, 
whoe had notbeene a ſinner in-that Citty, bur 
onely becauſe.ſhe obeyed not his commaunde- 
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| hope , whoe is delivered from the 
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nerey if yer difpiling that exceſſſE goodies, | 
br vine buck hi hv conglhls cls petrol 
| &x9p: , and hivfinnespaſt.” Dy 
- Ibeſeech Godenen for God's owne ſake, |*; 
rodeliger — ſoule, from fallingdowne ints} 
ſoc great 4 miſery as this. Foras S. Pale aftir-\. 
mes, it is 4 fearefull and horrible thing , to fall | 
into the bands of the lining God , and what is} 
| man , that be should be able to endure the wrath and' 
| fury, of Almighty G14 For as any huge hire , is} 
ableto deuoure ſome little woeful) ſtraw foe} 
doth the mighty wrath of God, ſwallow vp} 
the ſoules & bodyes of allſuch perſons as de-}} 
-part from him. And as when ſome wife, whoe}/ 
had becne deerely beloued by her hugsband, || 
committs the foiwle ſinne of adultery, rhathuſs] 
band is inraged ſoe much the more agaitiſther,} 
at ſhe had bene more beloued by him; ſoe that} 
wrath of God is very vnſufferable , which he} 
expreſſes againſt that ſoule , which he hal for-! | 
merly drawne out of tae captinity of finne, andÞ: 
of bound had made free, and being'naked and* 
voyd of grace, had made rich and rarely ador-} 
ned with the ſame grace, and of a wicked ſlaue; Þ 
had exalted to be his moſt honoured & beloued' 
wife. What would ſuch a woman deſerue, who} 
yy 9 for ſoe great fauours ; I ay | 
not ſhould committ adultery, againſt ſuch a ge-Þ 
nerous and pious husbarid, but through whoſe þ 
/hart ; any fuch thoughr ſhould. once paſſe, | 
ugh ſheewere a thowſand mile off from} 
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| mechat perſon, whoſe formeriwounds,it were 
| much more fitt for him to bathe & drefſe and 


| world ) for one to leaue Godfor thetdeuill; and 
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| 
| 


to caſt away your.tyme,, inthe admitti 
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Who could euer thinke of giuing 4 buftete;ro; 


put freth di ſhonouts, &-ta cracifyea fecod ry- 


ve, then to add new ones to the old? : 
What kinde of wickednes ſhall wee'call ir, 
{ whichis able euen to'amaze, andaftonith the 


allwaso 


hauing beene walking in the way t6& heauen, 
to goe thruſt his very feete into hell ; and to; 
like better to haue to doe with God inraged,, 
then with God all gentle and appeaſed? | 
Madam, I haue not written this , as thin- 
king that this miſery will lay hould on you.' 
For my conhdence 15 not in you , but in him, 
whoe, with ſoc much mercy, and pitty , redees! 
med you, out of the captiuity wherein you! 
were; and taught youſoe-well, what belongs 
to his loue, as to hayegiuen you cleerely to vn-; 
der{tand thereby "lather meant not to ynder-; 
take the bulines in ieſt, neither will hee, that! 
either you, orl, ſhall make a icſt thereof, In 
this lord who loues with ſe great fidelity,doe. 
I place my confidence; and notin you , whoe 


haue kept ſo ill correſpondance with his true], 


loue, But I haue written this, to the end,that of 
your ſelfe, you may hunt our a litle ſent, of the. 
danger wherein you are; & that you may rec6- 
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one that had endured foe many for him; ahdto; | 
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mend yourſelfe more and more, to our Lord, 
and in fine, that you may be ſoediſcreeteas not 
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nprofitable thoughts. Our lord will. cleere 
vp theſe things, and will finiſh that which 
he hath begunne , and will not take this 
Crowne. from mee , and therefore aml in pa- 
tience and hope, that you ſhall not depriue mee 
of that which God hath giuen mee. You haue 
heere many ſeruants of God , both men and 
woemen,, who recommend you to his mercy, 
with much care, and [ bak him to graunt it 
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| moſt completely ro you, Amen, 
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A Letter of the Authony to a Lady, at the Feaſt of the 
Epiphany or three kings.” Wherein bee shewes 
how shee 1s to goe and adore the Infant Itſws; ' 
with thoſe kings ; being euided by the ſtarre of 
faith ;, and that shee 13 to offer him the gould of | 
dinine log. | | 


[ Wrote to your Ladyſhip this laſt Aduent, | | 
4 of the great fauour which our Lord did ys, | 
in onchintng to come to vs, and of the happi- 
nes of thar ſoule which diſpoſes himlelfe to re- , 
ceiue him, I hope in his mercy, that liee is come 


| home to you; and that you haue receiued him | 


DAS "OY 


with faith and loue, And therefore riow, there 


|reniaines noe more , but that you offer your 


ſelte, ia perperuall ſacrifice to him ; who hath 


|[youchſafed to offer himſelfe toyou as a deere 


= , and that you imitate the faith and pre- 
ents, which were rhade by thofe wiſe men to the 
Bleſſed Infant as ſoone as they found him our; 
as you haue already imitated them: in the care 
they hadto finde him. It will doe well , that 
you contemplate how this great lotd is foe 
humbled in that poore open ſtable, and that 
maunger , whete the,naturall diſcourſe and 
humaine reaſon of thoſe kings, was farre from 
thinking that they ſhould. finde him. But the 
ſkarre which , with vs, is FREIE 
to _ any further on, and declares with mo 


reſplendent beames as bv ſoe many tongues, 
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| that hee who is aboue all reaſon , and know-| 
ledge, lyes ina place whichis hidden from all | 
diſcourſe of reaſon; that ſoe wee may learneto| 
belceue, that moſt firmelv, whereof wee finde| 
leail certainty, 
| Forifas theſtarre guided them, ſoe they had] 
| beene guided bur by their reaſon , they would| | 
haue goneto looke forthis new borne king in| 
ſome royall pallace; for a perſon and a place 
wherein hedwells, are to carry proportion to 
one another : Our lord vouchiſafes to thew a 
| great fauour ro them, ypon whom he beſtowes| 
| aſtaire , which 1s the guift*of faith ; chat ſoe| 
| they may  ſeeke God, both when he is wrapped} 
| vp aſwell in tholc ſwadlingecloures, inthe po-| 
| uerty of his birth, asin the contempt and tor-| | 
| ment of the death of the Crolle; the kings finde| 
| bim in-one of thofe places, and the good theefe| 
in theother, For both they, and hee , had the 
eyes of Faith , and that made them proftrare| 
themaſelues all long and adorehim, proteſting] 
{| chat chey were as nothing in his diuine preſen-| l 
| ce. For if they had -knowne him bur for a tem-| | 
rall king, how great ſoeuerhee had becne,j it] 
would haue ſuffized for them, to haue donere-| 
ucrence to him, as one man 'vſcs to anothey | 
but for ſoe great men to proſtrate themſelues,| 
| before an Infant, betokens that they had in-] h 
| xeriour faith ;'whereby they knew the high. 
Maieity \ which lay biddin that Infancy. 'F 
| ;|-- ' But now your Ladylhip muſt be ſure, that} 
|... you m__ not empty Debeons this Lord; and | I; 
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that you thinke not that you giue him any 


ſhipp happy ; and nothing bur yourſelfe is able. 
ro keepe him contented. This loue of his is not: 
joyned with any interclt which regards him- 

ſelfe , or the yalue of the preſents which are 

made to him ; bur it is atrue and pertect lone, 

which requires an ynion of harts. And this is 

that language , as S, Bernard ſaith , whereby 

God, and the ſfoule communicate themſclues 

& ſpeake to one another ,in the ſamerune, If 
our lord threaten and punith mee, I am not to 

doe the ſame ; but my duty will bee, tohumble 
my {elte ſoe much the more, as hee doth more 
exalt himſelfe ; but if he loue mee, I muſt bee 
[like himinthat, and I matt loue him, ſaying, 

[with the ſpouſe; My beloved to mee and I to him, 

| O great dignitie of a creature, which is abled 


[Lord, and may anſwearc him like, for like, for 


valleys. Offer your loue to him ; whoe forloue 
of you, did, though hee were ſoe great, be- 
\come an infant, and being God became man; 


and ſhedd the blood of circumciſion for you , | 
within eyghtdayes ; as being notcontent that], 


he had ſhedd teares, for you, when he was bor-|. 
|ne. Steale not your ſelfe away fromthis lord ,/|| 


© ince youare ſoerruly his, leaſt you grow to be 
fot them , of whome the Prophettleremy faicly 


© he went like one whoe runnes away with him 


thing , if you doe not giue him your lone. | 
Nothing but God is able to make your Lady- 


thusto draw, inthe ſelfc ſame yoke with his. 


louc is that thing, which abaſcs hills, and ray ſes' 
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| him of a man, grow to be a kinde of God, 
Bee very carefull of your ſcifein this buſines, 


peares the greatenes of our Lord, ſince noeſer- 


ſelfe. Where are you engaged more deepely? 


" "$PIRITVALL - Ep. 87 


where can you employ your {eife more prohta- 


himſelfe to ſuch aone as loues him,and mak | 


and ſoe that you offer zonld ro the Infant leſus; 
For as alittle gould is more worth then a great 
quantitie of other metrall, ſocalitrle true loue, 
is more pretious, then much copper, and ſuch 
other mettalls of feare, and proper intereſt , or 
any other ſuch affects as riſe from theſe, Many 
| are wont to meaſure themſclues bytheir docing | 
many good workes, and they neuer conſider 
that God reſpe&s nothing in them, butoncly 
the hart from whence they riſe ; and that one 
man ſhall pleaſe God more who doth lefle good 
workes, then another whoe doth greater, if he 
| who did the lefſe, haue the greater loue. Some 
man by faſting fromſome one meale, or by gi- 
uing ſome very little almes, ſhall be more plea- 
wing y 5 P 

{ing toour lard(as the widdow was, then many 
athers whoe gaue great almes) becauſc hedoth 
it with more louc then they. And heerein ap- 


gice which weecan doe him, how great ſoeuer 
it may be, is great in his fight , if the Joue of the 
partic be not great. For hee whoe hath neede 
of nothing, and cannot poſſibly encreaſe ar all 


in riches, or any othergood, whyſhould he 


bly: where can you exalr your feif more highly, | 
then by louing Chriſt our lord, who loued you, | 
and waſhed you with his bloud, and giues cucn 
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care for ought which can be giuen him, but 

onely to be beloued, which is ſoc acceptable a 

preſent, as cannot be refuſed by any. And foe 

much is God in earneſt when he requires it of 

vs, as that he puniſhes with eternall death, the 
rſon whoe grauntes him not his loue, 

W hat thing is ſoe farre from ſelfe loue inthe 
deſires of any thing , as hee whoe needes noe 
ſeruice which can be done him thereby ; and 
whoe againe hath ſoe much delire of any thing 
as he whoe ſoe requires a man's loue, as to pu- 
niſh him with the torments of hell, who will 
not giue him that loue and giueit truely, yea, 
and that ſocasit may exceede all other loues. 
And therefore Saint Auguſtine might ſay with 
reaſon, O lord what account doeft thou make of mee, 
ſince thou commaundeſt:, mee to loue thee; and doeſt 
threaten mee with huge miſeries if I lone thee not. 
Let this be therefore your prime care, to attend 


to the loue of our Lord. For this very pay | 


he made himſfelfe ſoc very little. For by how 
much the more he conceales , and as it were 
diſlembles his Maieſty, ſoc much more doth he 
declarehis goodnes, and thus doth he the more 
inuite our loue ; which lookes more at caſe 
ypon thelittlenes which he tooke, then vpon 
the greatnes which he naturally poſleſled. 

His wiſedome lyes hidden by his being made 


an Infant whoe could not ſpeake. His power | 


is alſoe bound vp by certaine ſwathing-cloa- 


thes, and he endures bitter colde, And all this | 


to the end, that the more of his other attributes 
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he hides from ys, the more he may declare his 
loue to ys; that ſoc we alſoe may loue him the 
more, as we finde him to haue ſuffered mote 


with colde doth kindle vs much more, then if 
wee {aw him well, and warmely cladd, and if 
he felt noe paine, And therefore hee ih:all doe 
very ill, whoedenyes him his loue,fince it was 
boug ht at ſoc much colt of this Infant ; and 
after the rate thereof , will it colt that man 
whoe {hail deny to giue it. | 
Hee whoe offers this loue, offers the holocauſt 
with the marrow to our lord, as David ſaith. For 
as fire burnes yp a whole beaſte;ſoe doth loue 
conſume the whole man, both within & with- 
out, The fire of true loue, will not endure that 
the ſtraw of exteriour vanftics ſhould remaine 
vnburnt, Hoay ſhall that man be able to loue 
pompes and ſhewes who cordially loues the 
Infant leſ#s, being layd.in a poore maunger, if 
it be true that. Joue muſt make louers like to 
one another. 1t is a great bleſſing and light, 
which makes vs able ro ſce God heere beloue, 
that foe we-may know how to walke for the 
pleaſing of his diuine Maiefty. And fance he 
'walkes in'a very contrary. way to, that of the 
'world , let vs 'reſolue to make our choice of 
that guide, whome we mcane to follow ; fince 
' wee cannat walke in bothz and hince the world. 
| runnes headiong ypon errour, and fince Chriſt 
our Lordis-the truth which ſauces ſuch as be- 


for vs. It is certaine that to ſee him tremble | 


| lecue and follow it. 
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And let this b-locauft haue marrow init, for 
marrow is'a ſoft thing, and doth ſoone melt, 
And ſoe doth that hart which loues our lord; 
and whether the matter concerne the f{eruice 
of the fame lord , or els the good of a man's 
neighhour, fecha a one will aoe expreli ie either | 
drynes, or har{hnes, but ſweete mildenes, hee 
alſoe hath care ro keepe his lone as fate, as the 
marrowe is within the bone. But before you | 
can arriue to that marrow, itis garded firſt by 
the sKynne, and _ by the fleth, and laſtly by 
the bone it ſcife. The man who loues, places 
all things which he poſlefles, and dif , be-. 
fore that which he loues; thathe may ſooner, 
looſe all that, then thar the perſon bcioucd by 
him ſhould once be touched. And he tath a 
ſtrong and firme purpoſe as if it were made of | 
iron not to yenture the loue of our lords 
though it ſhould coſt him whatſocucr heeither 
is, or may cuer be, 

Such gould as this it is _ which you muſt 
offer to the Infant, who is y os cloe poore ;. . 
and you muſt open your treaſures , for that 
_— as thoſe Kings did, For if this hart 

e not opened, which is the treaſure-howle, 
all the labour is loſt, For in that caſe vhatſo- 
euer it bee, which is offered , is not gold bur 
counterfect ſtuffe; & he takes the belt to him- | 
ſelfe, and gives the worſt to Almizhty God. 
Open therefore your hart, and c -onucigh the E 
Infant newly borne into it , fince thar hart a- | 
lone li lives, in which hee is, And lince he is of 
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ſve little weight, doenot lay him downe; but 
weare him in your boſome, like that handfull of 


and-yet take courage to communicate freely 
with him, becauſe he is an Infant; for within 
he hath his hart as ſerene, and ſweete, as you 
may well conceciue by his exteriour apparance, 
Take heede you lett him not fall, for he muſt 
be kept with great care ; bur if your loue be 
not great, you will cither forgett him quickly, 
orels lay him ſoone aſide, as thinking that he 
weighes too much, And ſoe that you negotia- 
te with himinſuch ſort, as thatyou giue not 
ouer , till you percejiue by good coniectures, 
that both you loue him, and are beloued by 
him, For till aſoule feele this, it euer liues in 
feare, aud ſadnes, and as vnder the burden of a 
law, but when it comes to this paſle; there is 
nothing which can cafily troubleit, when it 
conſiders thar God loues it, and it loues God, I 
beſeech him that it may ſoc happen to your 
Ladyſhipp. Amen. 


SPILRITVALL Ep. | 


Myrrb , whereof the ſpouſe ſpeakes, Conuerſe 


withhim with all reucrence becauſe he is God; 
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A letter of the Authaur to a Lady wherein hee shewes 
what the coming of the holy Ghoſt vyoughtin the 
Apoſiles, and what it workes in them whoe dij- 
poſe themſelues to receineit , and how hey are to 


diſpoſe them|elues. 


G Od ſend you a good Feaſt of whitſontide, 

not by hearcſay, "bus by experience; & & thar, 
in tis ſolemnitie your hart may fcele that 
| which the faishtuil ſeruirs of Chriſt our Lord, 
when they were aflembvled in that mecting- 
place did feelc,by the infulion of him into their 


and deliuerc them from their ignorances, and 
fulfilled the boſome of their ſoules, with foe 
greatioy, as might well giuerthe world tovn- 
deritand ; that the blood of Chriſt our lord was 
not hedd i In vayne, nor his prayersto his Father 
made in vayne;lince by meanes thereof,a parti- 
cipation of the diuinitic , was communicated. 
O how often, when they ſaw themſclues ſoc 
deifyed, and tha they were made foe richly the 
louers and beloued of God, did they ing a 
world of prayſes to leſus Chriſt, their lord and 
Maiſter ; as knowing well , that hc had ſent 
them this guift as he was God, and had dcſerued 
it for them as he was man, For according to 
whatourlord himſelfe had ptomiſcd, the holy 
ghoſt as ſoone as he ſhould beccme, was to 


ſoules, who depriued them of their weakenes, 
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make knowne leſus Chreſ, our Lord, and to gine 
teſtimony of him , that ſoe the Diſciples, and 
the world might knowehim , and by knowing 
him might vnderſtand withall , that all good 
was to come tothem by his meanes, and that 
they were to render him ſeruice , and expreſle 
all gratitudeto him, astotheir true and aboun- 
dant benefactour; and thatſoe, they might re- 
maine faſter tyed to him by the cordes of loue, 
in his abſence, then formerly they had beene in 
preſence;& might know by experience, whata 
puiſſant love the holy goft is , and how ardently 
he makes that Bleſled word of Gad, to be be- 
loued, from whome himſelfe proceeded, and 
in whome he repoſes, and that they ſhould ma- 
ke noedifiicultie to publith and proclaime him 
to the world, though it ſhould coſt thein their 
lives, - 

It we had a parte of this ſolemnity heere 
within our very harts , weshould beſureto ce- 
lebratcit exteriourly as we ought. And if our 
ſoule were bedewed with ſome dropp of the 
water of this plentifuil Riuer which iflues out 
of the throne of God, & of the lambe,thethirſt 
of this whole world would be ſoone quenched 
invs, and wee ſhould be refreſhed by this hea- 
uenly dew from that drynes, and ſtiffnes whe- 
rein wee yet remaine ſoc negligent, foe barren, 
and foe accurled, 

O how much would we finde our ſelues 
obliged to our Redeemer, when wee ſhould 


ſenfibly feele, that wee were'indcede redeemed 
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by him, and thatour finnes were drowned,that 
our ſorrowes were ſpent, and aboundance of 
ioy imparted inſteede thereof, W ee would not 


things which ſceme maſt neceſlary to vs, and 
in fine of any inconueniece. For ſoe powerfull 
15t113 ſpiritt, and the fire thereof,that it ſtriues 
vpward, and makes vs {oe loue & confide in 


hata power to quench it, but it remaines euer 
w/ 
quicke, and conveyed with ſuch ſtrength into 
the bowells of the ſoule ( which are ſoe migh- 
tily inflamed ) that it kills all that which liues 
111; andcauſes, that even death it ſeife cannot 
; conquer him, who is mortyfied by the coming 
| of this holy ſpiritt, 
| This is that deare gueſt , whoe cures the 
wound, which the abſence of Chriſt our lord 
| had made in their harts whoe loued him, and 
fills vpp that empty place , which was made 
' therein by his departure, And now if he were 
able to comfort and free men from that ſor- 
. row , which was cauſed by the abſence of 
; Chriſt our lord himfelfe , more cafily will hee 
| beableto comfort vs, incaſe of the abſence of 
creatures, if we be inany paine thereby, This 
is hee, whois ſoe full of care of his orphanes, 
| who ouerſhadowes them with ſtrength, from 
on high , and who coyers and keepes them 
warme vnder the mantle of his proteCtion , and 
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then complaine of paines,of baniſhments, of | . 
abſence from what we loue, of wanting thoſe | 


God, that noe water of ſorrow, and affliction 


mekesthem know that they haue onein hea- 
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uen , whome they may with confidence , but 
without preſumption call Father; hee repaires 
| that which is ruined, he illuminates that which 
is darke-; he heates that which is colde , be 
ſtraightens thar which is crooked, herefrethes 
that which is oucr wearyed, and he is dayty gi- 
uing vs new ſtrengtſt, which makes ys fly vp 
toward the mountaine of God, 

Madam, it will be rcaſ{on that ſuch an cx- 
cellent preſent as this , ſhould put vs into great 
appetite , and that wee ſell all the aftections of 
our hart , for the purchaſe of this Iewell, 
which onely is able to make vs happy. The 
newes of it paſſes before our doores, and the 
noyſ{c ſounds in out cares , of how he comes 
downe to men, and is glad of a habitation in 
their hartes ; Let vs not ſuffer him to paſſe by, 
but let vs conſtraine him to vilitt, and comfort 
VS, that we may ſcruc him yet more. And con- 

fidering in whoſe name wee may delire him to 
ſtay with vs, he will not neede to be much er- 
treated; forthe Father ſends him,through Ieſus 
Chriſt his ſonne our Lord, 

Chriſt our Lord is he who obtayned the 
holy ghoſt for vs, For otherwiſe', what had 
that moſt high ſpirit to doe , with coming 
downe to vs, whoe are but ſoe much fleſh, 
which is impure, and weake, andenclined to 


parably more , then the, heauens cxceede the 
earth, if it were not for that , he whois of hea- 


_uen , being engendred by the Father ,did abaſc 
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all kinde of ill,This ſpiritt exceedes ys incom- 
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himaſelte foe tarre as to become man, the {ignifi- 
cation of which word is to be earthly. And fo 
God being humaned, andtempored with our 


weakenes, did labour and ſweate, and, ypon ' 


the coſt of his life, did obtaine for vs, that this 
ſpiritt which created the heauens , ſhould abaſe 


it ſelfe ſoe farre, as to dwell in thoſe potts of | 


clay. 
Let vs giue thankes to Ieſus Chriſt our 
Lord , and lett vs gather the fruite of his la- 


bours; And ſince the holy ghoſt comes downe 


willingly to dwell with vs, in contemplation 
of the meritts of Chriſt our lord, ler ys not be 
ſoe vngratefull for either of theſe two great 
fauours, as thereby to looſe them both, The 
molt high will abaſe himſclfe to theſe meane 
perſons, that he may bee their Father,and their 
m ,and how then can'wce be ſuch woefull 
otts , as to ſay Nee, to him. Let vs goeforth to 
receiue him with loue, whoe comes with loue, 
and lett ys doe it with great delire, for where 
he js deſired he is well content to ſtay. Lett vs 
be like him whoe ſaid. My ſoule hath deſired 
thee by night , and in ſpiritt ; and with the 
very bowells of my ſowle , I watch towards 
thee in the morning. By night lie deſires to 
enioy thy holy Spiritt, who findes himſelfe to 
be afflicted , a places not his confidence in 
his owne arme, but ſends out fighesto this ſpi- 
| rit, as to the comforter of the Preowfall, and 
the caſer of all ſuch asare in paine. Andjin the 
morning hee will bee content to watch, whoe 
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| SPIRITVALL _Ep.g. 
| makes itnot onevf hislaſt cares, how it | 
be fitrfor him to furniſh vp that inward howſe; 
but the cheete of them aliis ro contider, how 
he may be able to obtaine this fayour of our 
Lord. And being thus delired, and inuoked,in- 
| fallibly he will come ; for ſoc did Chriſt our 
| lord himſelfe , who was callcd the Defire1 of 
|} all the nations ; and he laues ail ſuch as defire 
to polleſle him. 
| Ler vs call vpon this holy Spirit, with the 
ſpeach both of our tongues and of our ſoules; 
bur, we muſt be ſure that the howſe be not ill 
| furniſhed , and ſoe without prouifton ., that 
afrer hee thall be inuited , and ſatt downe at 
table, we may haue nothing for him to eate, 
Let vs mortify our fle(h, for that is the foode 
whereon hee feedes , and which he likes foe! 
well. For as for the fleſh which lives, be flyes 
from it;as farre as he can, and it ſtinckes worſe. 
.| to him, thena dead dog would rovs, Let vs 
mortifye our owne opinion and judgment, that 
ſoe we may be ruled by his; for two heades will 
' neuer goucrne a houſe well , if that which 
knojwwes leaſt be not ſwayed by that which 
| knowes moſt. And let vs' renounce all our 
ſelfe conceipts, for theſe are theCapitall ene- 
' myes of this heauenly ſpirit , which teaches vs 
' to ſay , Not my wull but toy will be done, Let vs be 
diligent to cleanſe our conſcience by penance, 
| and confeſſion, from all impurity , and cuery 
graine of duſt,how littlefoeuer it may bee, For 
this gueſt is moſt pure, andcleane; and itis not 
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| you Shall drink# of the Riner of the delights of God 
till euen you be inebriated thereby, And I ſhall | 
dlfoc be comforted when I ſhall fee you in the | 
| hands of hint whoe Kknowes foe well how to 


J-* 


EPISTLES._ 


broad; for euen vnquiet and wrangling folkes, 
are wont to diflemble their little brawles , for 
the honourof ſome principall guelt. 

Hauing lodged him in our howſe,let vs giue 
him good attendance, fince he hath made it a 
pallace, For heis amighty king,andit is againſt 
all reaſon, that hauing bim with vs at home, 
we ſhould be gadding abroad to ſee vanities, 
Let ys then ſhut vp the doores, and caſt ovr. 
ſelues proſtrate at his feete , and1et vs tell him 
with truth , that there is nothing which ſhall | 
draw vs from him;and that we haue giuen this- 
anſweare to all the world, that it mult leaue ys, 
and him alone together, And foe lert vs enioye 


him ; for he is able to'make vs happy , and ſo as | 


that nothing can depriue ys thereof; It you car- 
ry the bulines thus , you ſhall be comforted in 
all that, wherein yer you haue diſcomfort; and 


keepe you, and inſtru you, anderernally to | 
ſaue you, Ic is he, whome Lbefeechto be your | 
ſaccour. 3 | | 
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| fieero lodge himin ſuch a howſe as may diſgult 
f him. Let vs keepe peace, both at home and a-, 
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A derter of the Authour to 4 certaine 
Preiſt. Hee shewes how he may pre- 


tions are moſt profitable , when he 
goes tocelebrate at the Altar. 


Euerend, Father ; I beſcech our Loxd that 
the delay which I haue vied in making my 
| an{weare,-may be recompCced with being true, 
and profitable to you, for your demaunde is of 
| greatimportance ;.and ſoc would the anſweare 
| alſoc bee , if jt were ſuch as I haue ſaid. You 
aske me what preparation is beſt, and what con- 


{ideration is moſt profitable , when you goe to 


| dps the miſtery-of the body , and blond of 


our lord and-Sauiour Ieſws Chriſt ; becauſe you 
'fearc that the thing, which of it ſelfeis ſoc help- 
full, may yerpreuc hurtfull co you, for want of 
que preparation. | 
\ + , You knoy already , that there are different 
. complexions of mens bodyes ; and ſoe is there 
variety of inclinations, in their mindes, yea and 
{oe alſoe are _the guifts which God imparts to 
men , very different. Some , he leades by one 
,meanes , and others by another, and therefore 
there can be noe ſuch common rule giuen , as 


may ſquare well with the generallity of all men, 


concerning the conſideration which may be 
moſt profitable for the aforeſaid ation, But this 
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is certaine, that that conſideration will be beſt 
for any man, which God imparts, and whereby 
a man findes himſclfe to be moued moſt., And 
he whoe hath any knowledge ſuch as a'man |. | 
may haue in things like theſe, ( whereof there 
is noe certaine faith , nor clcere euidence that 
his Preparation , or confideration growes from 
the impulſe of God) , hath-noe reaſon to chaun- 
ge ir for any other, till our lord chaunge it, And 
this 15 to be tryed, by giuing account thereofgro } 
ſome perſon , who hath experience in theſe 
things, together with prudence ; and ſoe cotake 
che reſolution; 

But nov there arc others , whoe finde not 
tliemſclues particularly moued, to vie, this, or 
that Confideration. And yer it is alſoe neceſ[a- 
ry, for theſe men ro impart the notice of their 
inward ci(polition ; ſoe to trye whether they 
haue neede to be carryed by the motiue of Love, 
or feare, they being eicher (add, or cheerefull; 
and the remedy isto be applyed, according to | 
the neceſſities wherein they are. And becan- 
ſe I incline to thinke , according to the re- 
lation which I haue received concerning 
you, that che ſtate wherein you are, is of a per+ 
ſon proficient in vertue, and that it is fitter for 
you to exerciſe your ſelfe , vpon he con{1era- 
tions which may prouoke you tothe feruour of 
loue, with reverence, then vpon others; I ſay, 
that to this purpoſe , I know of none betrer, 
thenthat which may giue vs liuely to vnderttid, 
thatour lord with whom: we goe to treate, Is | | 
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God and man, and what the cauſe is why he co- 
mes to the altar. 
Cerrainely Sir, it isa blow of great force, 
towards the awaking of any man, to conſider, 
and ſay this to himſelfe, in good carneſt , 1 4m 
new goeins to conſecrate Almighty God ; to hould 
2im in my hands , to hane audience of him , and 


well; and if it ſſnckeinto vs by the grace and (pi- 
rite of our lord, it will be ſufticient, and ſuper- 
abundant , for the making that reſult rowards 
vs, whereof we haue ſoe much neede, that ſoc 
( according to ouy frailty, ) we may performe 
that office as we ought. 

Who is hee that can chooſe but be infla- 
med inloue, by thinking , I goe to receive an 
finite Gnod £ who will not tremble , with an 
amorous kinde of reucrence , at his preſence, 
before whome the po:vers of heauen tremble? 
and who will not reſolue, never to offend him 
more, bur {till ro praiſe him, and doe him ſerut- 
ce: Who will not be confounded ,' and cuen 
mourne with greife for hauing offended that 
Lord, whome hee hath rxeſent chere ? who will 
not confide, yponſuch a pawne? whoe will not 
take hart, to goe through this deſert , by the 
way of pennance, with {uch Prouifion 2 And ht- 
nally, this conftderacton, (when the hand of our 
Lord helpes ic on) doth wholly chaunge a man, 
and taking him from himſelfe , doth euen ſwal- 
low him vp ; ſome tymes by regerence, ſome ty- 
mes by loue; and at other tymes, by other moſt 


———— ——— 
th D—— _— OI CI — =” 
- 


—_ 


by » 

- = 
. 

,% i 
— — 


SPIRITVAEL Ep.2o. 


to receive him into my boſome. Let vs ponder this | 
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powerſall affes of the minde, which are pro- 
duced by the conliderations of his Preſence, 


| Which affe&s, though they doe nor neceſlarily 
| moit ready helpe therevnto, if the man , as we 
Soe that you hall doe well to exerciſe your 


heare that voice, Ecce ſponſus venit , Deas veſter 
venit, Behold yuar ſponſe is coming , your God 15 co 
mins, And shutt your ſelfe vp in your hart, and 
then open ir to receive that, which vſes to 
ſtreame fron) ſuch alightning. And deſire you, 
of the ſame Lord, that for that very goodnes of 
his , by which he hath vouchſafed to put him 
ſelfe into your hands ; for that ſame goodnes, I 
fay, he will give you a true fecling thereof, that 
loe you may citeeme , reneare, ard lone him, as 
you ought, Importune him that he permitt you 
not to be in the preſence of ſuch a Maieſty, 
withour feare, reucrence, and loue. Accuſtome 
your ſelfe tothinke as you ought, of the preſen- 
ce of our Lord ; although you should then en- 
rertaine nocother contideration but that, 
Conſider them whoe ſtand in preſence of 
kings, who, though they ſay nothing ; yer ſee 
the modeſty, the reverence, & theloue w here- 
with they ſtand, ifrhey ſtand as they ought. Bur 
it is better ro conſider how thoſe great ones aſ- 
fiſt inthe Court of heaven, in preſence of chat 
infinite greatenes all crembling at the reflection 


; of their owne littlenes, and burning in the fyro | 


flow from theſe Conſiderations , yet are they a | 
vie to (ay, will not be a ſtone. , 


ſelfe in this thought, Make account that you |- 
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of loue, like perſons whoe are, as it were, con- 
ſumed, in ſuch a furnace. Make account, that 
you enter amongſt thoſe Grawndes ,whoe arc ſoe 
richly adorned, and foe well behaued; and ſoc 

ilizept in docing ſeruice to their Lord, And 
then being placed, in ſuch ſociety as that, and in 
the preſence of {oe grear a king , thinke of ir as 
you ought, though, as I was ſaying, you hauc 
_ , at that ryme, any other = 6 then 
that, 

My meaning is, that it is one thing for a man 
to haue what to ſay to the king ; and it is ano- 
ther, toknow ( which may be done with (cilen- 
ce) how to ſtand in his preſence , and there to 
carry himſelf as he ought. And this is that vnion 
of che ſoule with our lord , which a man $hall 
doe well to procure during the tyme of Maſſe, 
and tohang wholly vpon him, iuſt foe as when 
he isin his Cell, vniced with our lord, in the moſt 
fecrer retired corner of his hart. And this,in ſuch 
ſort, as that the wordes which he reades, may 
not beof any diſtraction to this vnton; for he 
Shall reape more fruite by it , then by chem; 
though yer, it be true, that he is to haue regard 
alſoe to the wordes ; but he is to accuſtome him 
ſelfe whileit he hath his hart vnited, and preſent 
with God, to carry that attention wirhall , to 
what he doth, and faith, as is conuenient. 

Deere lord, and what doth the {oule of that 
man feele , when hee carryes him in his hands 
who madeelc@ion of our B. Lady , & enriched 
her with celeſtiall graces , that she might be 
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made fitt to liue and conuerle with God made 
man, And when he compares her hands, and ar- 
mes, and cyes, with his owne, what confuſion 


doth he grow to haue? How ſtraightly will he |: 


hould himſelfero beobliged , far-ſuch a benefit? 
what caution will he vſc that he may keepe him 
ſelfe wholly for him , whoe hath done him ſoc 
much honour, as to put hitm(elfe into his hands, 
and ro come to them by them wordes of Conſe- 
cration, 

Sir, theſethings are noe bare wordes nor noe 
dead cohi{iderations ; but they be arrowes, shutr 
ſtifly out , from the ſtrong bewe of Almighty 
God, which wound and wholly chaunge the 
hart, and which make ir deſire, that at the end of 
Maſſe , it may atlardge conſider that worde of 
our Lord, Scitis quid fecerim vobis? Doe you know 


' what [ have done to you. Deare lord that a man 
could conceiue quid fecerit nobus Dominus, What | 


onr Lord had done for vs in that houre. That a man 
might taſt him wich the palate of his ſoule. O 
that a man had true weights , where with he 
might weigh out, this great benefice. How happy 
should hebe euen inthis world; and how, after 
the end of Maſſe, would heloath euenthe ſight of 
creatures; and would efteeme it to be atorment, 
that he muſt treate with them, And his ioy and 
life would conſiſt, in pondering , Quid fecer:t ei 
dominus , what our lord had done for him , till the 
next day , that heshould retourne to ſay Maſſe. 
And if our Lord doe at any you giue you this 


lobn, 


ligbr, you will know what ſofrow and shame 
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you ought to carry in your hart , when you ap- 


| proach tothe Aliar without the ſame. For he 
| vhoe neuer cnioyed it, doth not know what 
2 miſery it is, to want it. 

You may add to this Conltderation of the 
perſon whoe comes to the Altar , the reaſon 
| why he comes; and you will there ſce areſcm- 


| blance of the loue, of the Incarnation of our 


| Lord, and of his holy Natiuity , and of his lite, 


and death; renewing that which palicd heexe- 
| tofore vpon his ſacred perſon, Apd if you thall 
; enter into the moſt inward corner of the hart 
| of our Lord, and if hce vouchkſafe to teach you, 


| that the cauſe of his coming, is a violent and 


impatient kinde of loue, which permitts not 
him whoe loues , to be abſent from the paity 

beloued ; your ſoulc will euen faint ynder ſuch 

' @ conſideration as that. v 

| A man isindeede moucd much, by ponCe- 

| ring after this manner , Heere | hawe Allmighty 

| God, But yet, when hee contiders, that he cq- 

| mes meecrely out of the great loue which he 

beares, (like one betrothed who cannot liue 

a day , without ſceing and conuerling with his 

Spouſe), the man I ſay, who fceles this, would 
be glad to haye athowſand harts, wherewith 

to correſpond with ſuch loue , and toſay with 
'S, Auguſtine O Lord what am I to thee , that then | 


| showl deft commaund mee to lone thee 2 what am1 10 


thee , that thow «bouldeft {ce much deſire , to make mee , 
4 viſitt ; and to gine wee an embracement , and that, 


being in heguen, with them who know (oe 
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youchfſafelt to deſcend to this creature , who 
knowes very ill how to ſerue thee, but very wedl 
how ta offcud thee. Is it pollible that thou cant 


mee. Is it poſſible that thy loue of mee, thould 
draw thee downe ? Biefled mailt thou bee for 
 euer, who being what thouart, halt yer placed 
thy loue, ypon ſuch acreature as my ſelfe > And 
is it poſſible , that thou thouldeſt come hither, 
in tizy royall pexſon, and that thou thouldeſt 
 putthy ſeife into my hands, as if thou wouldelt 
(ay 3 | dyed for thee once , already; and | come to 
| thee now 


- 


 himſelfe from the heate of thy hart , which 
|warmes ours with thy preſence, & the ſparkes 
fly our to all them who are ncerc it , as out of 
ſome mighty furnace. And as ſuch alord as this, 
( my good Father ) doth the God of the hea- 
ens, come to our hands, and we being ſuch 
| wretches as wee are , doc yet conuerſe with 
him, and receive him. 


alrcady done vs one fauour, that now hewill 
doe vs another, foraſmuch as his bleſſings, vn- 
lefſe-w & valew them , and thanke him , and 


yell how to loue , and ſerue thee, thou yer| 


not content thy ſelte, O lord, to be without | 


o 


. M (ec! thee know X thati repent nutiny IC It, l 
| thereof; but if ut were needeful', | 1ponld dye ſur thu | 
| yer, 4 ſecond tyme. What launce could rcmaine | 
inthereſt, after ſuch adcare expreſſion of loue | 
25 this? Who , O lord will cuer be ableto hide! 


Let vs now <onclude this good ſubie, | 
whick-is.ſoc fitt to be feltand pur in execurion, |. 


Andlet'vs beſeechthis lord of ours , who hath 
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ſerue him for them, will not be of profitt to vs. 


| Or rather as S. Bernard ſaith , The vngratefull 


man, by bow mncb the beter hee u, by ſoe much hee u 
the worſe. Let vs conſider well how wee liuc, 
throughout the whole day ; leaſt els our lord 
puniſh ys,in that tyme when we areat the Al- 
tar. And throughout the whole day, let vs 
carry this thought in our harts, [ haze received 
our Lord, Athi table I fitt; and ta morrow I shall 
be with him againe. By this meane;, wee ſhall be 
able to ayoydall ill, and wee ſhall take hart, to- 
wards the practiſe of all good, For that which 
is done from the Altar , our lord is wont to 


 rewarde, at the Altar. þ 


To conclude, I ſay you muſt remember how 
our lord complained of Simon the Phariſee, for 
that, entring into his houſe, hee gaue him noe 
water for his feete, nor any kifle to his cheeke. 
To the end we may know that he delires, that 
in the howſe where heenters, we ſhould giue 


| him teares, layd at his feete for our finnes; and 


loue which makes vs ſalute him with the kiſle 
of peace, I beſeech our lord to beſtow this 
peace on you, both with your ſelfe, and with 
your neighbours; and ſoe as that it may ſpring 
from perfect loue ; which I defire may torment 
you heere, for the offences , which your ſelfe 
and others committ againſt our Lord, Andin 
heaucn I delire,that he ſhould make you enioye 
it; eſtecming the good of God for your owne, 
and more then your owne, becauſe you loue 
him more then your ſelfe, For his loue, I begg 


E—_—_- 


__ 


— 
”* 


— — 


& 


EPISTLES. 


Ep 271. 1771 \ 


of you, thar it inthis letter, there be cither licle, 
or muck, which needes amendement, it may not 
want your helpe ; and if there be any thing 
good in it, giue the thankes for that , to our 
Lord, and remember nec when you ſhall be 

at the Altar. 


A letter of the Authour to ſome deare freindes of his) 
who were afflifted by a perſecution , which wa: 
rayſed azainſt them , he antmates them muc') , to 4 
loue of the Croſle , and the imitation of Chriſt 
our Lord , whereof hee ſpeakes with great tea 


dernes, 

B Leſſed be God the Father, »f our Lord leſs Chrif, 
| the father of mercyec, and the God of all conſola 
tron, whoe comfortes vs in all our tribulation ; in ſuc 
ſort , as that wee alſoe, are enabled to comfort then 
who are in any kinde of affliction. And this we doe, 
in vertng of that conſolation , wherewith Gad com- 
fortes vs , For as tþe tribulations of Chriſt «boundein 
Vs , ſo through Chriſt , ſee our conſolation is alſot 
aboundant. 

Theſe are the wordes of the Apoſtle Saint 
Paule. Three tymes he was ſcourged with rod- 
| des; fiuetymes with whipps ; and once he was 
'Roned, in ſuch ſort as that he was left for dead; 
and perſecuted by all the generations of man 
kinde ; and tormented withall ſorts of afflic- 


' cions, and troubles; and this not in any ſmall 
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| doeth heimportune God to remoue them from 


number of rymes, but as himſelte ſaith elſwhe. 
re, wee are ener, enen drawne 1dealh, for the loue of 
leſus Chriſt, that ſoe bis life , may be made manifeſt 
ia vs. And inall theſe tribulations, he doeth nor 
| onely not murmure, nor complaine of God, as 
weake perſons are wont to doe, nor doeth he 
afflict himſelfe otherwiſe, as is vſed by them, 

whoe loue their honour and their caſe ; nor 


bim, like ſuch as know not the valew thereof, 
and therefore delire not ſuch company,as that; 
nor doeth he eſteeme them as ſome {leight, and 
little fauours , as they doe whoe loue not to 
ſuffer much ; but leauing all ignorance, and 
weakenes farre behinde him, he prayſes our 
lord in them, and giues thankes for them , as 
for an extraordinary bleſſing, Eſteeming him- 
ſcelfc happy, to ſuffer ſomewhat for the honour 
of him, whoe ſuffered foe great diſhonours; 
that ſoc he might draw vs out of that true dif- 
honour wherein wee were, being ſlaues to the 
baſenes of finne; and he beautified, and honou- 
red ys, with bus ſpiritt, and with the adoption ofthe 
ſonnes of Ged, and he gaue vs an earneſt , and a 
pledge that we ſhould cnioyethe kingdome of 
cauen by him. 

*  O my brethren, whoe are ſoe very much 
beloued by mee,God will open your eyes, that 
you may conlider , how great favour he doth 
vs, by that whichghe world thinks to be disfa- 


uour , and how much wee are honoured, in 


being diſhonoured, for ſeeking the honor of 
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God, and how high honour is reſerued to ys, 
for that abaſement, wherein now we are, and 
how ſweete, delightfull and deare armes, our 
Lord extends towards vs , to receiue ſuch as 
are wounded in the warre for his ſake, where- 
by thoſe very woundes doe incomparably out- 
ſtrip, & euen make ſweete all that gall, which 
the afflictions of this life can giue, Andif we 
haue any true vnderftanding, we ſhall conceiue 
a yvehement deſire of theſe imbracements, 

For whoe will not deſire that , which is 
wholly amiable,and defireable, but onely ſuch 
a one, as knowes not what true happines is. 
But know you forcertaine, thar if thoſe feſti- 
uities of heauen pleaſe you , and if you deſire 
to ſee, and enioye the ſame, there is noe way to 
it more ſecure, then that of ſuffering, This is 
that path, whereby Chrilt our Lord, and all his 
ſeruants are gone before vs ; and wy be calls 
freight, and ſauth, thas ut leades mea to liſe, And he 
left vs this inſtruQion, to the end that .if wee 
{houid haue a minde to be where he is, wee 
| might walke by that way, where he went.. For 
it is againſt all reaſon, that che ſonneof God, 
hauing gone by the v, ay of diſhonour; the ſon- 
nes of men, ſhould goe by the way of honour, 
frace the Diſciple us not greater then his Maifler , 10? 
the ſlane , then his Lord, And God forbidd, that 
our ſoule ſhould repoſe, and reſt , in any other 
thing, or ſhould deſire any other life , in this 
world, but onely to ſuffer, vnder the Croſſe of 
Chriſt our lord. Though yet, I know not, if 1 
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| haue ſaid well, in calling that affliction which 


is ſuffered ynder that Crojje; For to my ſceming, 
it is as thedelight of aſott bed,full of roſes. 

O thou leſ#s of Nezarahb ( by which word]. 
it is ſignified that thou art all full of flowers), 
how ſwcerte is that odour of thee, which a- 
wakes in vs, thoſe inſatiable dehires, of etcrni- 
ty ; and makes vs forgett tlicafflictions, which 
welſuffer heere, whileſt we conlider for whome 
they arc endured , and with what reward they 
ſhall be paid. And whoe is hee that can loue 
thee at all, and yet doeth not loue thee crucs- 


fied < in that Croſſe, thou diddeſt ſeekemee, thou 


diddeſt cure mee, thou diddeſt deliuer mee, thou 
diddeſt free mee, thou diddett loue mee, giuing 
thy life and bloud for mee , by the hands of 


| baſe and cruell wretches. And therefore in 


the Croſſe , will 1 feeke thee, and vpon that 
I finde thee ; and finding thee , thou helpeſt 
mee; and thou deliuereit mee from my ſelfe, 
who am the creature which contradicts thy 
loue, wherein myne owne ſaluation doth con- 
fiſt. But now (being free from the loue of my 


\felf, which is thine enemy ) I anſweare thee, 


though not with equallity , yet with a kinde of 
poore reſemblance , of that exceſſive loue, 
which thou carryedſt to mee vpon thy Croſſe; I 
louing thee, and ſuftering for thee, as thou by 
louingmee; dyedſt of loue for mee, 


Bur woe is mee , and w hat ſhame couers my 
face, and what ſorrow ſcizes ypon my hart, 


whoe haning beene ſoc much beloued by thee, 
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which thy ſoc great torments doe well declare ) 
{ yer loue thee ſoe little, as may be ſeenebythe 
little ,which I endure for thee, I eafily confelle, 
that all men deſerue not ſpe great happines, 
as to be marked out for > ck with the marke 
of the Croſſe , but yet, contider what a ſadd 
thing itis, for meeto delire, and not to obtaine; 
toaske and not to receiue > How much mo- 
re, w hen I begg not delight, and eaſe; but afflic- 
tion, and paine, for loue of thee, 

Tell mee, (ince thou will haue mee to be 
both thy Herald , and the Aunnen!, whoeamto 
carry the flying colours , of thy ghoſpell , why 
thou doeſt not apparell mee, from head to 
foote, with thine owne livery, O how ill 
doth the name of being thy ſeruant belong to 
mee, whoe finde my ſelfe naked, of thar 
garment , wherewith thou diddeſt ſoc cor- 
[dially ,' and ſoe continually , and ſoeaboun- 
dantly goe apparelled 2 Tell vs , O beloved 
leſws , ( euen by that ſweete Croſſe of thine) 
was there peraduenture , any one day , when 
thou diddeſt put off , that robe of ſuffe- 
rance , to cloath thy ſelfe with repcſe and 
eaſe 2 Or was there any one day , wherein 
thou diddeſt pur off that rough coate, which 
ſoe wrought into the very rootes of th 

hart , as to make thee ſay , My ſoule is beauy, 
exen to the death « O noe, thou wert farr from 
reſting , becauſe thou wert farre from lea- 
uing to low, and this love made thee alwayes 
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And when they ſtript thee of thy cloathes; | 
they curt out, vponthe Croſſe, ( asif it had bee- 
ne vpon ſome table ) another garment for thee; 
and thar ſo long a one , asto reach from thy | 
| very head to thy feete; and there was noe part 
of thee , which was not dycd, with thy moſt 
pretious crymſon bloud. The head Crowned 
with thornes, the face, loaden with buffetrs, 
the hands peirced with two nayles , and the, 
feete with one; a bitter one tothee, but deare | 
to vs; and all the reſt of thy body, embrodered | 
over, with ſoe many ſtripes, as that it was noe 
eaſye thing , to nunÞber them. | 

Hee whoe beholding thee, ſhall loue him- 
ſelfe , and not thee, ſhall doe thee an extreame 
wrong; Hee whoe ſeeing thee, in fuch a plight, 
{hall flye from thar, which may make him like 
to thee, and hee whoc hath bur little defire to 

ſuffer for thee, doth not know thee with per- 
| fect loue. For hee whoe ſoe knowes thee, doth | 


; cuen dye for loue of thee, when he conſiders 
[that thou dyedſt for him, and he more deſires 
i dithonour for thy ſake, then hee eſteemes ho- 
inour, & then all that, which the whole worid, 
| ( which is both a deceiuer and doth decciue ) 
| Can giue, Away with it , away, let itall hould 


his peace, in compariſon of thy Croſſe , whatſo- 
cuer it be in this world , which floriſhes moſt; 
and yet is ſoc ſoone withered, And let worldly 
people, be cuen confounded with ſhame, fince 


' thou, ſoc muchto thy colt, halt fought & ouer-| 


come, by thy Croſſe, Yea and ett them cnen 
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alſoe be aſhamed , who are held for ſeruants of 
thine ; and yer reioyce not in-that , which is 
| contrary to the world ; notwithſtaading that 
| thou wert ſoc reproached , and abandoned, 
and contradicted by this blinde world, which 
neigher doth nor yet can ſce that Tratb, which 
is Thy ſelſe, | 

For my part, I am reſolued to hould thee 
faſt , though all other things ke wanting to 
' mee ( which yet in true account, can neither 
deſerue the name of all things , nor indeede, of 
| any thimg , but of perfe&t miſery and a meere 
nothing) rather then I will remaine of any other 
colour, then thou art; though otherwiſe the 
| world whercin I liue , might be all mine, For 
all thoſe things, which are not the thing, which 
thou thy ſelfe art, are rather affliction, and bur- 
| den, thencrue happines, but inthy being ours, 
and our being thine, conliſts our true ioy , and 
riches, for thou alone,art all our true goed, 

I had forgotten my ſelfe my deere brethren, 
in that whereof I beganne/to ſpeake ; and to 
beſeech , and admoniſh you, in the name of 
Chriſt our Lord, that you be not troubled, nor 
brought to wonder, ( at a f{traunge thing, 
and not familiarly knowne by theſeruants of 
God ) at theſe perſecutions, or rather the ſha- 
dowes thereof , which are come ypon vs. For 
this hath beene nothing but a tryall, and ex«- 
men 6f that lefſon, which we haue beene lear- 
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'ning continually , by the ſpace of five or fix | 


| yeares, ſaying, that we muſt /uffer , we muſt ſuffer. 
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for the loue of Chriſt our lord; Behould wee | 
are now, atthe very gates. Let vs not be troy- 

bled like children , whoe are not willing to 
repeat their leſſon. But comfort your ſclues, 

inour Lord, andin the ſtrength of his power, 

who loues you , and whoe will defend you. 

And though he be but one , yet he can doe 
[more , then all the reſt , for hee 15 omnipo- 

'tent, You ncede not alſoe feare , that hee 

wants knowledge, how to doe it; for he can 

be ignorant of nothing. And now conlider, 

whether it be reaſon , that any man ſhould 

be moued , whoe is tyed to Almightic God, 

with thoſe three foe hard knorts , of an inh- 
nite power, an infinite wiſedome , and an infi- 
nite loxe. 

Let-not the menaces of them who threa- | 
ten you , breede you any trouble, For I for 
my part, giue youto vnderſtand, that I val- 
lew not all thei threates , at the weight of 
one ſingle haire, For I am noe where, but 
in, the hand of Chriſt our Lord ; and 1 
haue great compaſſion of their blindenes. 
For the ghoſpell of Chriſt our Lord , which I 
haue preached in that rowne , is hidden from 
their eyes , and S. Paule afhrmed , that the 
| God of this world , which is the deuill , did 
\blinge the ſoules of the Infidells ; to the end wat the 
glory of the ghoſpell , might not shine wpon them. | 
But  defire much , and I cordially begg of 
our Lord , that he will haue mercy on them, 
and'that he will - heape benedictions vpon 
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them; in liew of the curſes which they caſt 
on. mee ; arid glory for thediſhonour, which 
they doe niece, or { to ſpeake rmore truely ) 
for that whith they defire to doe mee; For 
as formee, I ar fixed in this, that there is noe 
| honour for & nian ypon this earth ; but co be 
diſhonoured for Chriſt ovir Lord, 

Doe you alſoe, my deere freinds ; after 
the ſame manner ; and be Diſciples of him, 
whoe gaue 4 kiſſe of peace , to that perſon, 
and called bim freind ;, who had ſould him, 
to lis enemyes. And vpon the Creſſe he ſaid, 
Pardon them , Father , for they know not what 
they dee. ' Conſider in all your neighbours, 
how they are the creatures of God; and thar 
God deſires their ſaluation ; and theh you will 
take heede , of wiſhing ill to that tman, to 
whome God delires ſoc much good. Remem- 
ber how often you haue heard from my 
mouth , that wee muſt love our enemyes ; and 
that , with great repoſe of minde ; arid with- 
out ſpeaking ill of any, Paſle ouer this fit 
of tyme; for our Lotd will quickly bring on 
| another, And bevery well awake, that you 
may tot goebacke to reuerſe any one ioft of 
that good ; which you haue begunne ; for! 
this would be extreamely ill done. But 
ſertle this truth in your hartes, that he 
whome you haue followed , is the lord 6f 
heauen , and earth , and of life , and death. 
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ſhould ſay nay , his truch muſt preuaile,  La- 
bour youto follow that truth, and whileſt you 
are docing ſoc, doe not onely forbeare to feare | 


men, but feare not deuills noe nor cuen An- | 


gells, if it were poſlible for them, to be againſt 
you. Be very carefull to be ſilent am6gſt men; 
ut be ſure that your hartes, ſpeake much in 
prayer, to God, from whome all our good is 
ro come. And his pleaſure is, that we ſhould 
obtaine it ; and eſpecially by meditating vpon 
the pſfion, of leſas Chriſt our Lord, And if 
you ſuffer any thing , by the tongues of euill 
men ( for, in fine, youſuffer nothing els ) take 
it in diſcharge of your {innes , and as a particu- 
lar fauour of God, whoe will make you clea- i 
ne, by the tongues of thoſe euill men , as it 
might be with = bruſh or rubber ; forthoſe 
tongues will be fowle thereby ( lince they vrter 
fowle things ) and your ſelfe will grow cleane 
| by ſuffering, and youwill be ſure of happines 
inthe other world. 
But in the meane tyme, Iwillnot, by any 
| meanes, that you efteeme yourſelues for ber- 
ter, then them , whome. thus you ſee to goe in 
errour, Becauſe you know nor how long your 
| ſelues may continue indoeing well, nor they 


| in doeing ill. But worke your ſaluatron 12 [eare and 


in humility ; and ſoc hope that your clues ſhall 
gett toheauen , as not-to iudge with all, that | 
your neighbour is not to goe thither. Andſoc- 


{ value thefauours whichGod hath donetoyou, 


. } as that withall you touch not vpon the imper- 
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fetions of your neighbours, For you know 


the Publicane, by which example we mult be 
warned, | 
There is noe ſanctity aſſured, but in the 


even grow old,as the holy Scripture ſaith. Soe to 
BY vs to vnderſtand, that wee mult not one- 
y feare God , when firſt we come to his ſerui- 
ce, buteuen to the very end. This feare is noe 


ſadd, or irkſome kinde of thing, but full of 


andeffufion of hart; and'it makes a man not 
yenterous,to approuec his owne aids as good; | 
though perhapps in themſclues, they be well | 
done. Bur he leaues the iudgment , both of 
himſelſe , and of all the world , to Almighty 


whoe tudzes mee, is our Lord, This is hee, whome 
you muſt feare, if you will perſeuer , in docing 
well; and if you will not haue your building 
fall, bur ſtand ſafe, till it may rife and reachto 
the moſt high God. But nol this muſt be done 
by tive, which I beſeech our lord Teſus Chriſt, 
togiut you, Amen, Pray for mee very cordial- 

, 4s already I beleiue you doe. For I hope in 

od, that hee will heare you, and that he will 
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what happehed betweene the Phariſee , and Luc. 18| ' 


holy feare of God, wherein , I would have you Bc. 
ſauour and guſt ; and it takes away all leuity, | - 


God. As S. Paule ſaid, I wdge not my ſelfe , but be | 


Arte to you, for your ſeruice, as in former} | 
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A Letter to 4 Lady who was growen a | 
widow. Hecomforts her in the death| 
of ber husband,, and animates her to 
carry her a ſj ions with patience. 


Haue deferred to write to you, our = a | 
I belcefe , that my letter would be of little 
power, towards the miti ating of chat great 
ſorrow, to which they fail you were growen 
ſubieR. AndI though I ſhoutd take a better | 
courſeto be vttering my ſelfe to our Lord who 
is the Lord of all comfort, and to be recom- 
mending you to him, then to bel] eaking :t0 
ou , by my letters. But yet hav. þ they haue 
ny demaunded with ſoe great —_—_ 
which ſerues to aſſure mee, how much, "they 
are deſired, and becauſe our Jord hath power 
enough to doe whar he liſts by the meanes 
euen of dead letters , I would not faile. to doc 
as 1 was commaunded , and that to which. I 
was obliged, beſeeching our lord that by, 
nes thereof he will be pleaſed to breedg \thar 
comfortin your hart which L deſire... 1 od 
Our Lordhath ſoe diſpoſed, as eo have; you. 
try what caſt theſe afflitions haue , which are 
gathered in this vale of teares, and they not 


> A—— 


_—_— —— — & *, ae Lee ga —_— 


of the gentler bur ruder ſort. Let us name | 


ads. 4. 


—— —— 0 7 : 
a.» tre is” Bee te att A 0 PtSi ere BF nn ” 


1 


Pe - ae ns. eu t 
- 
; 


be bleſſed , hk judgments adored ,\ and his 


j2 lord, we muſt be content both to doe , and 


{taine , without caring for -other things.. Bur 


| iweatedropps of bloud , and lay .Father , not 


A 
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will obeyed, fince that which the creature | 
,OwesS to his Creatour , is all reuerence-and 
ſubieRion , nor onely in thoſe things which 


which are moſt peinefull, Now to make 
tryall of this obedience, God is wontto teach 


end that wee may vnderſtand, tharfor ſoe great 


ſuffer _ things. | 

-  Abrabam cartyed exceſliue loue' to his 
ſfonne Iſaxck,'and God was pleaſed to rry[him 
inthat. A great loue it was which Iob:car- 
ryed to his ſeaucn ſonnes, and yer God tooke 


loues. For by this meanes both-rhey are made 
capable, of teſtifying their louero-him, andiby 
the ſame hee takes occation;,todocthem great 
fauours. I know well, that- flesh and blood 
haue noe ynderſtanding of this language, and 
that they onely: imploy themſclues, vpon fee- 
ling the greife and lofle-;,;: which: they ſuf- 


if God be in vs, we muſt reſtraine our ſerice, 


and make it obedient to. reaſon , and to 
the - will 'of - our: Lord. .. And though it 
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are delightfull , bur in thoſe others alſoe, | 


| 


vs, in that which lyes next our harts.. To the | 


themallaway, in oneday. And afterthis mans | 
ner, is he wont to proceede with ſuch as be | 


ttouble vs much , yet: muſt-we nor ler this 
fleſh- of-- ours-ouercome , \but remembting' 
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the anguiſh of our Lord , which made him 
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! ſonne endurcd; who was more beloued by God 


my will, but thy will be done, we arc to ſay the' 
| ſame, if we meane to be knowne for bis diſ- 
ciples; fince he will know none for his vaſlalls 
onearth , nor for his companion in heauen, 
but the man who carryes the crofſe ypon his 
backe , and whoe will follow him asthe ſhee.. 
pe his ſheapheard, though it ſhould coſt him 
his life.. L1G" 

-. Tell mee of what wee can juſtly com- 
plaine in our afflictions, fince by them our 1in- 
nes grow to be diſcharged, and our ſelues made 
to reflemble the ſonne of God ? For what a 
bould irreuer&ce ſhould it be, thatſlaues would 
not palle , bythat lawe, by which their Lord 
did paſle, andthat adopted ſonnes ſhould not be 
content to endure that which the natural 


 theFather , chen'his firſt begotten ſonne2 and 

| whoe was morcloaden with variety of paines 

| then hee??. Hee was: the man of greife , and be who 

knew by experience, what belonged to affliftion. And 

if you be able ro count the dropps of the ſea, 
you may alfoe-perhaps count hi 


is ſorrowes, 
Will it them-ſeeme reaſon to you, that the ſon» 
 neof God, being ſoein anguiſh; and all woun- 
ded with greife, euen to thedeath, wee ſhould 
' palle all our lives , without drinking once of 
vinager and gall What is become of that ſhame, 


ler himfuffer alone, and 
with himinheauen?: . + © 


 Ler all creatures be at laſt ynbeguiled and | 
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kingdome by tr:balatrons , wealſoc muſt enter in 
by the fame way, Fhere is noe other'way .bur 
leſu Chriſt and hee crucified; 8 whoeſoeuer ſeekes 
any other, will not finde it, and whoſoecuer wal- 


| kes by any other, will looſe himſelfe, and hee 
| will fee, that —_ it'may bea kind of vn- 


ſauoury thing , roſufter inthis life, it'is worſc 


| ro ſufferin the next. O blindenes of the ſonnes 
of Adam , whoe take noe care of the future, | 


ſoe that"rthe preſent may paſle totheir conten- 
tement./ Not yalewing that which brings in 
true profitt; bur that which giues vs guſt. Nor 


refore doe they lament when rhey ought ro 
thinke themſclues happy , and they rcioyce 
when they haue more cauſe ro mourne; 'Whar 
is all this'preſent profperity , but a ſmoake, 
which by little nk lietle will bediſperſed , in 
ſuch ſort as that wee ſhall ſee nothing of it? And 
what are all the yeares of our life, but'a ſhorr 
fleepe, out of which when wee awake, wee 
finde our {clues but to haue beene abuſed. And 
vpon any little trouble, which arriues, we are 
drawne to forgett our former pleaſures ; yea 
arid- it giues vs, a kinde of paine to haye en- 
ioyed-them. 

© Tf then, wee finde ſoe great in conſtancy 
| irv this: liy doe weenot ſeekethart other? And 
ſince, wee ſee every day, that this is ſlipping 
out of otir hands; why doe wee not ſeeke that 
 whichlaſts indeede, and will make our felicity 


looking'towards reaſon, bur paſſion, And the- | 
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| cternall+ If hicherto wee haue beene in blinde> 
nes,let vs now at-length open our eyes, And if 
proſperitie did once tell vs , that\there was 
ſomewhat heere, which might contene vs, let | 
now the gall ofrribulation be applyed to our 
eyes and giue ys light to ſee,that,in this world, 
wee are truly miſcrable, and that we are not in 
our owne Country , butin a very painefull ba- | 
niſhment; andſoe rayſing firſt our bertes to beanen, 
let our connerſation be «lſoe there. | 
This is the end why our Lord hath puniſhed 
you, that you may make more , and'more ac- | 
count of him, the more you ſee your ſelte, in 
want, otherwiſe doc not conceiue ghat God 
cakes pleaſure in your paine, but becauſe he is 
merciful he hath a tender feeling of your tea- 
.res. Onely he will pug this rouch of -worme-» 
| wood into your cupp, that ſoc having diſchar- 
ged your hart, of all humaine comfart , you 
| may haue your leaning place vpon him alone, 
God hath taken one comfort from you, bur it 
- | is ro giue you another , for ſoc he is wont to 
doe. He hath made you a widow , but it is 
that he may, make himſelfe your Father, ſince, 
Father of the forſaken. , is his name. Many af- 
flitions will not faile to offer themſelues to 
you, inthis widowhood; and in many things 
you will finde the want of him, who was wont | 
to remedy you in them, \ And in many: of 
your freinds , you ſhall finde little helpe , and 
- | lictle. fidelity and lefle gratitude ;/bur. in all 
theſe things , God will haue you make re- | 
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courſe to him , and conferre witch him ,abour 
the troubles you ſhall be in , and that, as 
with a true Father, you caſe your hart, with 
him. And if with that hart you call vpon 
him , and truſt your ſelfe in his hands infal- 


libly you ſhall mcete with a ſure refuge , in | 


all your difficulties , and a perfe& guide in 
all your wayes, And in any tymes without 
your knowing by whoſe meanes , or how 
it comes-to paſle , you. ſhall finde your buli- 
nes done , to your hand , much better then 
you could haue imagined ; and you hall then 
vnderſtand by experience , how great afreind 
Gol is, to the afflicted ; and how. truely he 
dwells with-them , and makes himſelfe a ſoli- 
citour of their cauſes, 

And if at any tyme , he doe not giue 
you that , which you defire ; it will be to 
give you that which ſhall be fitt, For fo 
doth this ccleſtiall phifitian proceede , with 
them , who goe to him for, their recovery; 
and whoe, haug a greater deſire , to. be cu- 
red , then that thezr taſte be pleaſed, Depart 
not you, from his hands , and cure, though 


it ſhould pur you to much paine, Deſire him | 
not to doe what you will, but what he will. | 


Let your weapons , be your prayers, and your 


3 


xeares, and they, not loſt teares, for that which 
our Lord hath taken from you ,. bur, living 
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don him and to ſaue yoy, 


reares, for that our Loxd may be pleaſed tppar-. 
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Heſter. 


ſerue which they tell mee you give-your ſelfe, 
buronely, for the adding of ſinne , to paine, 
But now you know , that as wee haueno liber.. 


we any to weepe ſuperfluouſly, Bet both in the 
one, and inthe other, we muſt be obedient to 
the holy will of our Lord. Why doe you com- 
plaine? why, I ſay, doe you complaine 2 Either 
youare aſinner, andthen you areto be clen- 
ſed by this affliction ; or els you are a iuſt per- 
ſon , and then you mult bee tryed , that you 
may be crowned. Whether it be the one or the 
other, you muſt giue thanks to our lord , with 
your whole hart , and reſoluc toloue the end 


| andreafon of this corre&ion, though the thing 


it ſelfe be vnpleaſing, This we are taught by 
boly Scripture, which relates how Hefer kiſſed 
the end of Aſſuerus rod. 

Let not yourtyme ag away , in glutting 
your eyes with teares; bur for the loue of our 
Lord, apply your ſelfe to ſend your hart vp to 
im, and to prepare your felfe for that pallage, 
whereby you ſee others march before. Ir is 
enough , Lady, it is enough, that you haue al- 
ready made ſoe large a feaſt to fleſh and blood. 
Dry your eyes at laſt , and ler not that tyme 
paſſe in bewayling death, which was graunted 
youforthe gayning of life. 

Call to minde, that our Lord droue them 
out of the howſe, who lamented thedeath of 
a yong maide; and heſaid that she was notdead, 
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but that he ſlept, For indeede amongſt Chriſtiss, | 


ty to laugh, idely or vainely , ſoe neither have þ- 
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| you ; take them vp with a good will, ſoe that 


j-that he hath leſt you heere, to the cud that you- 


to dye is butto tail aſleepe, till thatday come, 
when we ſhall awake againe, to take our bo- 
dyes , and fo to raigne with Chrilt our Lord, 
both in body, and ſoule. And confider, that hee | . 
for whome you weepe, is not dead but ſleepes; and 
that, in a ſleepe of peace , ſince he both liued 
end dyed a good Chriſtian, 

Why ſhould it trouble you ſoe much, that 
our lord would draw the man whome you 
loucd; out of this place, which. is ſoc miſera- 
ble, and would carry him into the way of ſal- 
uation? And if he haue left ſome troubles to 


e may goc onto his repoſe, And if his abſence 
affli& you much, yer be comforted with this, 
that ſhortly you ſhall ſee him againe; ſince our 
dayes in this life are ſoe yery fewe, and one of 
vs hath ſoelittle aduantage ouer the other, in 
dying alittle ſooner, or later. You ſhall doe 
alſoe well to conceive , that our Lord tooke 
him away , becauſe hee was well prepared, and 


tit 


— — 


may well prepare your ſclfe, And lince youſer- 
ued our Lord with alacrity , in the ſtate of ma- 
trimony,ſerue him now in the ſtate of widow- 
hood, and in the trouble of that ſtate , with pa- 
tience, That ſoe,if then you gayned thirty fold, 
you may now gaine ſixty. And foe you ſhall 
leadea life, if not of guſt, yet, at the leaſt of 
great profit, towards the purging of your fin- 
nes; towards the imitation of the Crucifixe ; | 
and towards a moſt certaine purchaſe of his 
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| with receiving theceleſtiall bread of the moft 


evernall kingdome. 

Bur for obreyuded of all this , you-muft 
demaund grace of our Lord, with prayers, with 
teares , with vfing toread deuout bookes, and | 


Bleſſed Sacrament. And ſoe lift vpp yourdeiected 
hart, and walke roundly on. For before you can | 
pett to heauen, you will haue a longe way to 
make. And if you be to enter there, this will 
not bethe laſt affliction, which you hall haue, 
Fot the Tewell which you expeR,is of ſoc incfti- 
mable a valew ( it being God himſelfe ) that 
how much ſocuer ir. coſt, it can neuer bedeere. 
And fince you are one day to poſlefle it, you are 
now toreioyce in the hope thereof, And com- 
plaine not of your afflitions , but fay ; foe great 
25 the good for which I hope , that 1 feele not the miſtry 
which I have. Let Ieſus Chriſt our Lord, accom- 
pliſh allthis in you, asI delire,and begg of him. 


Amen, 


A letter of the Anthoar to a virgin whoe was difÞe- 
ſing ber ſelfe to leaue the world, and to conſecrate 
berſelfe to God: he animates ber in that purpoſe ; 
and yhewes the great bleſdings which shee would 
finds, both m life, and death , by the eſponſalls 
which «hee meant to make with Chriſt our Lord. 


Euour feruant of Ieſus Chriſt. The con- 
tenement which my ſoule rooke in vn-| 
derſtanding of the new purpoſe you were gro- 
| wen to haue, of taking the king of heauen for 
your ſpouſe ( yow who might foe well haue 
matched your ſelfe heereon earth ) was ſo very 
great that I know not with what words to 
expreſle it, And though when it was rould mee, 
it were new to mec , as not hauing ynder- 
ſtood thereof before; yerneither was it wholly 
new; for alrcady I had in a manner eyed you 
out, forthatlord, who created you, and I had 
begged of him as a particular fauour , that he 
would beſtow you vpon- mee, for hiinſelfe, 
Bleſſed be his holy 'name forcuer, who hath 
now done it ſoe very completely, as Iknew 
not, ſoe much as how to wiſh. Bur that toy 
which your ſoule founde before in feeing ir 
ſelf ſoedifintriqued from all the baſenes&@f this 
earth, and finding it ſelfe already to hawe re- 
ceived thar pledge, and pawne of Toue from 
that heauenlv king ; whax was irels , but 
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F eare (igne, thatjthis mutation which you | 
haue made, proceeded not from any incoſtan- | 
cy of your humour , but from the worke of 
God, who hath conveighed his hand into your | . 
hart, and therein hath produced that delire of | 
heauen , which now you haue. And he alſo 
gaye you that great ioy , as ateltimony , and. 
earneſt penny of thoſe many , and great , and 
pure ioyes , which if you proue fairhfull ro 
him, he reſolues to giue you in heauen ;.the 
leaſt whereof, is inc6parably more to be eltee- 
med then a husband of this world , and chil- 
dren, and eſtate, and whatſocuerels the whole 
earth can giue. O if you had but tryed; how. 
{weete God is, to that ſoule, which.turnes her 
backeto the world , to place her eyes vpon her 
|Creatour. O if you did but know , what that 
ſweetenesis , of the celeſtiall ſpouſe, rowards 
the comforting of thoſe ſoules, who caſt all 
tranſitory delight away , and like chaſt turtles 
refuſe to take comfort vponcarth ; but ſend vp 
ſighes for loue of their Lord, wha is in heauen; 
& who are like the doue which returnes home 
to the hand of the owner , as cleane as ſhee 
went forth, without touching any dead body; 
ſoc much as with her fecte. be 
What is thereſoe flouriſhing in this wotld, 
which is any better then adead, and ſtincking 
carkaſſe? And for what then doth it ſerue vs,to 
joyne our ſelues to that which will infe& vs, 
"and which may leaue ys thirtie thouſand tymes 
' more diſguſted with the bitrernes which fol= 
eee 29" WIR lowes, | 
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lowes , then with the plcaſuze which it yeildgd \ 
for the preſent, You muſt render Chriſt our 
Lord many thankes , whoe hath giuen you 
light, whereby you know how to — 
berweene that, the pretious , and the baſe, 
betweene eternall andtemporall, betweenean 
immortall God, and a mortall man. And for 
| having giuen you grace, to make ſoe hifppy an 
eleion , as whereby God is accepted, and man 
deſpiſed ; and inthat for the loue of that hea® 
uenly bedd of ſtare, the care of any earthly bedd 
is throwne -alidei, how rich ſocuer it might 
haue beene.. Be therefore faithfull ro him, whoe 
takes you for his ſpouſe, and who will be ſure 
to be ſo faithfull ro you, as to make you fhnde 
by experience, that hee is not inic{t, when he 
calls himſelfethe pure $pouſe of pure Virgms; for 
you ſhall inde the aſſembly of all blifle in him. 
Nor can it proue like the marriages which are 
made betweene fleſh and bloud , wherein 
vfually the little contentment , which is hadat 
firſt , is followed by the bitrernes of repetance, 
But this worke of ours giues not onely con- 
tentment at the firſt, but the more you conuer- 
ſe with this Lord , the better you ſhall know 
him, and the better you know him, the more 
you will loue him, For he is not like men, who, 
when they are more frequented , let vs ealily ſee 
that they haue more faults; and he who was a 
good husband 'ypon the marriage day , within 
a yeare proues fuch, as that there is noe liuing | 
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with him, Burt in Chriſt our Lord, you ſhall ſee 
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q nothing which may dit ruſk you, and as lictle | 


in that Blefled mother of his,who is the mother 
in lawe, toallthe ſpoules of her ſonne: O bleſ- 
ſed houre wherein that good purpoſe was | 
ſowed inyour hart, and much more bleſled, 
will that other bee, when you ſhall finde your 
ſelfeſo vilited by your ſpoule, as to make you 
ſay,O my Lord,and iv hen could I deſerue theſe 
fauours of thee, that I ſhould finde this hidden 
treaſure , forthe purchaſe whereof , to pay the 
price of a thowſand liues, were to buy it very 
cheape. 

O how happy and proſperous isthis mar- 


'riage to be, and of how exceſliue ioy , both 


| fle 


to heauen and earth, God the Father is plea- 
; {cd to ſee, that there be ſoules onearth, whoe 
loue his onely begotten ſonne ſoe well,as that 
for his loue, they Ilcauc the loues of fleſh and 
blood, not onely thoſe, which are forbidden 
by his lawe, but eucn thoſe of marriage which 
are lawfull. For it is a ligne of greater lone, 
when for his ſake, we forbeare that which we 
might lawfully vſe. The ſonne is he to whome 
[the fouleis eſpouſed; and for this hee dyed, that 
he might haye ſome ſoules which would loue 
him at leaſt with ſpirituall purity ; and others 
whoe might doe it nor onely ſpiritually , bur 
cncn with the body alſoc vntouched, The holy 
Ghoſt is moſt pure, and farre eſtraunged from 
{h'and when he findes a ſoule which refo- 
utely deſpiſcs carnall delights , there doth he 
dggc his eyes ; and fills them with ſpiricuall 
nn my _ 
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 aduocare of virgins , and ſhee highly reioyces 


the Angells are feruants to the king of heauen, 


| Spouſe hath noe necde of a dowry, for the 
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ſoule be empty , which ſhall refuſe to feede 
vypon carnall foode. Our Bleſſed Lady is the | 


one another, for fhee alſoc is all amiable, 
benigne , a beginner , aprotecour, andan 


that there is virginity ypon earth, for that is 
the flower which ſheplanted, There want nor 
pages to giue attendance at this marriage , for 


and ready for all that , which the ſpouſe ſhall 
neede, Neither yet is there want of children 
which the world is wont to defire ſoe much; 
and'they come without throwes of trauaile, 
and without 2374 in bringing vp,and without 
thatgreife which growes , when either they 
live not well, or dye too ſoone, 

The children of this marriage are good 
workes, which be rightly called a man's or 
woman's fruite, What comfort will he feele, 
when for the loue of Chriſt our Lord , he con- 
ceiues a good purpoſe , to giue analmes , or 
ſome ſuch other thing; and when afterward he 
{hall pur it in exccution, what pleaſure will he 
take by the birth thereof ? Thelechildren giue 


both eaſe, and honour to. their mother, This 


children which ſhee brings, will bring it; and 
that ſoe richly, as wherewith ſhe may gaine, 


nd purchaſe. heauen it ſelfe, And they make} 


mother of the = , and they are very like| - 
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comforts , and will neuer permitt that, the, | 


their mother liue in ſoe perfect eaſe, that 1 
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giue you my word , that when you compoſe 
your ſelfe to ileepe art night , you ſhall finde 


were Myſtres of the whole carth 4 and what- 
ſoeuer can be deſired therein, 

And tell me now what can be thought of 
in this world , which may arriue or cuen ap- 
proach to the leaſt of theſe aduantages? For if 
there be any little paltry pleaſure heere, cuery 
hower of ſuch pleaſure carryes with it the 
counterpoyſe of more then a luundred howers 
of greife and paine, And if heere there be any 
pleaſure without paine, it will art laſt haue an 
end, and either the ſpouſe will dye before her 
tellow ſpouſe , orels he before her, and ſoe all 
proues paine. And Þctides the death of chil- 
dren , it is a greife to a mother ro part from 
them, euen vpon other occalions, in ſuch ſort, 
as that they cnioy not one another, 

But reioyce =_ O virgin in Chriſt ohr 
Lord. For your ſpouſe ſhall never dye. And 
when you dye you will be hemmed in by your 
children, which are thoſe good workes that 
you haue wrought ; and they will not put you 


-to paine by your leauing them, for they goe 


with you, into the other world; and they ac- 
company you cuen to the yery throne of God, 
and they will plentifully repay all the labour 
and charge, which you hane beene at with 
them, and the mother ſhall be made happy for 
the loue of the children, More ouer death 


' makes noe diuorce in this caſe, bur rather puts 
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your {clfe in greater peace, andreſt, then if you | 
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the ſpouſe , and her fellow ſpoule together... 
And he thall deliuer ys, for heis the Lord of 
life and death, And noe deuill ſhall preſume to 
ſteale her away, whome God hath taken vn- | 
der the protection of his fauour ; and hath ho- 
noured with the name of his ſpouſe. Then 
will the Angells come and ſerue, and preſent 
her before Almighty God, ſinging prayſes to 
him, and powring forth benedictios vpon her, 
and ſaying to her after this manner, Come Q | 
ſpouſe of Chriſt , receme that crowne which is pre- 
pared for thee by our Lord. The virgin mother 
will not then abſent herſelfe, being accompa- 
nyed with a world of other virgins, who haue 
donein this world that which you aredoeing | 
now , and are farre from repenting themſelues 
| thereof. In fine you ſhall goe out of this world, 
in company of your Peeres, where our Lord 
hath already prepared that celeſtiall bedd of 
{:ate for yow, that you may eternally be full, 
and rich, and royally prouided for, in the houſe 
and preſence of our Lord God , contempla- 
ting that infinite beauty of his, from one mo- 
ment to another, one hower whereof is fo 
high a reward, that by way of — it 
farre exceedes the proportion of what you 
ſuffer , yea and all hed afflictions which all 
the men of the whole world did cuer ſuffer, 
in tyme paſt , or can cuer ſuffer, in tyme to 
come. 

There ſhall you poſſeſle all good , and 
there ſhall you haue obrayned all that , for 
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which you were created , and you ſhall bee 
ſoc very full of God, as that it cannot be ex- 
prefled nor ſoe much as thought. For there 


thallyou finde the whole boſome of your ſou- | 


le, euen to regorge with ioy, like one whoe 
were ingulfed into a whole ſea of vnſpeakea- 
ble fweetenes , whereby he were enuironed on 
all ſides. Then ſhall you ſce,andexclayme,and 
enioy, and poſlefle the Lord of all things, and 
ſay , whome I bane lontd I haue obteyned ; and 
whome I baue ſought I bave found ; and hee for 
whome | leſt the world is growen my pay, and my 
reward , and him will i praiſe , and lone , through 
the eternitie of all eternityes. Amen, | 


Ep. 23. | 
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A Letter written to a deuout perſon 
wherein is treated of umility and 
Pride, and of the perfeftion of the 
loue of God. 


—_—_ 


CG OD giue you Sir a good Lent, and that 
ſoe you may exteriourly take athes, in the 
begining of this holy tyme, that the vertue of 
holy bumility , which is (ignitycd thereby , may 
cucr haue areſting place in your ſoule, For to 
whome our Lord giues true knowledge, and 
greife for what he was, at that tyme when he 
went eftraunged from God , him hath he deli- 
uered from thedaungerous blindenes of pride, 
and him doth he make capable of all thole ſpi- 
rituall bleſſings which it may concerne him to 
haue, The holy Scripture ſaith, The begining of 
all miſcheife is pride , and he whoe 15 poſſeſſed by I, 
chall be poſſeſſed by all manner of malediGions, that 
is, of vices. For as kings are not wontto goe a- 
lone, foe is Pride accompanyed with many fin- 
nes. And ſoe alſoe on the other fide , humility 
is neuer alone, {inceaccording to Saint lames. 
God pines bis grace to ſuch 45 are bumble, which 
Grace is the Mother of all yertue, 

The proud man ſeekes after honour , and 


afflicts himſelfe when he is comtemned but the 
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which you were created , and you ſhall bee 
ſoe very full of God, as that it cannot beex- 

prefled nor ſoe much as thought. For there 
thall you finde the whole boſome of your ſou- | 
le, euen to regorge with ioy, like one whoe 
were ingulfed into a whole ſea of vnſpeakea- 
ble fweetenes , whereby he were enuironed on 
all ſides. Then ſhall you ſce,andexclayme,and 
enioy, and poſlcfle the Lord of all things, and 
ſay , whome I bane loutd I haue obteyned ; and 
whome I baue ſeught I have found ; and hee for 
whome [ leſt the world is growen my pay, and my 
reward , and him will i praiſe , and loue , through 
the eternitie of all eternityes. Amen, | 
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| 4 Letter Written to 4 deuout perſon 


wherein 1s treated of Aamility and 


Pcide, and of the perfeition of the 
lone of God. 


G OD giue you Sir a good Lent, and that 
ſoe you may exteriourly take athes, in the 
begining of this holy tyme, that the vertue of 
holy bumility , which is (ignitycd thereby , may 
cucr haue a reſting place in your ſoule, For to 
whome our Lord giucs true knowledge , and 
greife for what he was, at that tyme when he 
went eſtraunged from God , him hath he deli- 
uered from the daungerous blindenes of pride, 
and him doth he make capable of all thoſe ſpi- 
rituall bleſſings which it may concerne him to 
haue, The holy Scripture ſaith , The begining of 
all miſcheife is pride , and be whoe 15 poſſeſſed by it, 
chall be poſſeſſed by all manner of malediBGions, that 
is, of vices, For as kings are not wontto goe a- 
lone, ſoe is Pride accompanyed with many fin- 
nes. And ſoe alſoe on the other fide , bhumzlny 
is neuer alone, finceaccording to Saint lames, 
God giues bis grace to ſuch 4s are bumble, which 
Grace is the Mother of all yerrue, 

The proud man ſcekes after honour , and 


afflicts himſelfe when he is contemaned but the 
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perſon who is humble, is out of countenance 
when hee 1s well treated, and is glad when he 
is deſpifed , becauſe he'findes that Tuſtice is 
done thereby, which Iuſtice he loucs, asa pcr- 
ſon whoe is truly Iuſt. The proud man, is cuer 
in want of ſomewhat, becauſe how much ſoe- 
uer he hauecither of his owne, or by the guift 
of others, he ſtill concciues himſeiſe to be 
worthy of more, but thehible man is alwayes 
in aboundance, yea and in ſuperfluity , for he 
acknowledges himſcife to be vnawo rthy , cuen 
of the very carth whereof he treades, yea, and 
he eſteemes hell it ſelfe , to be a puniſhment 
which comes ſhort of his ſinnes. The proud 
man cannot endure nor liue with any body, 
noe nor cuen with. himſelfe, in peace, But the 
humble man can liue with all the world , for 
he abaſes himſclfe to all, he endures all, cſtce- 
| ming them for his betters, in his very hart; To 
the proud man it ſremes an voſupportable 
thing to obey the will of others, whether it be 
of God or man; but the man whoe is humble 
ſubmirts and diminibes himſelfe , and ſoc is 
enabled to goc in , bythe ſtraite gate of docing 
the will of others, whether i it be of theCreatour 
or of the creatures. 


| 


j 


Great are the bleſſings which comes to vs | 


in theſe aſhes of humility, and men muſt take 
heede, that they be not found withour it, vn- 
lefle they meane to be without God. For S. 
Angaſtine ſaith, How bigh'art thoy O Lord, and yet 
the vumble of bert are the houſe wheremn rhew chooſe/? 
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[10 awes | And the holy Scripture ſaith, por | 
wiome will | locke 2 of vpon whome $hall my (pin 
reft , but vpon the perſon who feares , and trembles a! 
the voice ef my w:-riles 2 This humility , which 
makes a man thinke baſely of himſcife, is farre 
from bcing avaſe thing, nor 1s it a fruite which 
growes oncarth, but in heauen it is, and God | 
impartes it to ſuch as digg decpeiy in their 
owne dunge, raking vp and ruminating vpon 
cheir faultes and fraiitics, with great diligence: 
for amonglt thoſe pouerties and miſeries is this 
pretious Ilewell wont to bee tounde, And | 
through our finnes , we have {oe much matter | « 
to worke ypon , by way of examining, and | 


— 


bewayling the ſame, that, vnlellc it be ſome 
| man who will abſent his eyes from looking 
| ypon himſetfe, there is none, who may not be 7 
 ſureto finde cauſe, and cauſe enough,not oncly 
| to be humbled, but cuen confounded. 

V/oe beto ys! if we be found to be of them, 
' of whome God faith, 1 how art become as the face | 
| of 4 Grumpet', nor would(t thau blush, For what | 
' thing is there more deformed then the impu- | 
' dent boldnes of ſucha perſon, as hath ſo much 
; reaſon to be full of ſhame? And who is he that | 
dares once caſt vp his eyes to God or his crea- 
tures, if he conlider well, how he hath offen- j 
ded hira, & made himſelfe vnworthy ofahem? 
who is there amongſt vs, who failes not inthe 
perfect loue i hich he owes to God 2 lince wee 
loue bim not with ogr whole vnderſtanding, 
beleiuing- his truth with that firme conſtancy 
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which is fitt; and enterteyning thoſe confidera- 
tions, thoſe thoughts, and purpoſes, by meanes 
whereof , we might doe him more faithfull ſer- 
uice? who is he wholoues him with his whole 
harc, not giuing any parte thereof toothers, yea 
or to himſclfe , but onely in God and for God? 
and who renouncing all proper intereſt ,"hath 
proceeded to loue God, for God himſelfe 2 And 
he who $hall con(tder, hoy little he hath mor- 
tified his paſkons , and what a ſtiffe warre he 
makes againſt the kingdome of theloue of God, 
will cakily diſcetne that he loues not God with 
all his ſoule? And our Lord commaunding vs 
alſoe ro loue him with all our ſtrength, we are 
yet content to doe it, with ſuch a deale of tepi- 
dity, as wee may well deſire him to pardon. For, 
the ſtrength which wee employ vpon complying 
with the Joue of our {elues , and appetites being 
{oe aliue in vs , makes vs mightily faile in the 
diligence which we owe tothe feruice of God, 
and co the feruourof our loue of him. S. Augu- 
ſine ſaith, that the encreaſe of Charitic in vs, is 
the-decreaſcof our-owne appetites and deſires; 
and then will our charity be perfect, when there 
Shall be noe ſuch defires in vs at all. Now by the 
name of ({uch deſires, he vndec{tands that inor- 
dinate (elfe loue which euery one beares to him- 
ſelfe. And becauſe amongſt all them who deſ- 
ced of Adam, there is noe one, (excepting onely 
leſws Chriſt our Lotd, and his moſt ſacred Me- 
ther ) who hath not found in himſelfe , ſome 


exceſle of this (elfe loue; therefore is there none 
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fection inthe loue of God, For when theloue of 
my ſelfeis wholly aliue in mee, theloue of God 
is dead ; and then is a man in ſtate of Mortall 
finne. And whentheloue of God lines and rai- 
gnes in mee ( in vertue of which loue I fully 
purpoſe not tooftend God mortally ) chenaml 


ply in ſomewhat with the loue eicher of my ſelfe 
or of creatures. And from this want of diuine 
loue, doth grow our faultines in our other wor- 
kes, becauſe thatis the life of them, From hence 
alſoe proceede the faultes we make in the love 
of our neighbours, by our not hauing compal- 
hon of their miſeryes; nor taking ioy in their 
bleſſiogs, as concerning perſons who are very 
{traightly ioyned ro God, and adopted in the 
Sacrament of Baprtifme for his children, And we 
alſoe faile in our workes towards them, becauſe 
we faile in our loue to him who ſaid. That which 
you bane done ts any of my little ones , you baue done 
to mee. 

Now from the defe&t of theſe two Lones, of 
God, and of our neighbour (which are the roo- 
res of our good bn ) many other imperfec- 
tions grow into thoſe very workes which we 
doe, though ſometymes ſuch workes themſel- 
ues, are not {innes , nay being performed in the 
Kare of grace, they are meritorious of cternall 
life; But of ſuch as theſe : if we meaneroliue in 


of them, who hath not fayled ſomewhat of per- | $3 


in ſtate of grace, though I may faile ſomewhat, | 
of that pertect loue of God, becauſe ſtill I com-* 


the way of humility anderuth ) wee are to giue 
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| the glory to God , and to yeild him humble 
thankes, who holpe vs to embrace that which 
was good with our free will, and ordeyned, 
that it ſhould be meritorious , by that Grace 
which through his mercy, he beſtowed vp6 vs. 

Now wee mult not, vpon this reaſon, for- 
bearc to ſifte out thoſe faultes with care, which 
, we comitt totheſe actions of ours ; bur it is a 
much more ſecure practiſe , to conſider very 
particularly, rhat which is faulty in vs, then 
that which may goe for a point of vertue, And 
be well aflured , that how much ſocuer you 
ſhall confider,and fifce, yer ſtillthere will much 
lye hidden from you, in regard whereof you 
ſhall haue reaſon enough to ſay , with deepe 
fighing to our Lord, O clenſe me from my bidden 
franes. 

Hence comes it , that wee loue not our 
neighbours, in ſuch ſorte, as God would haue 
vs, orat leaſt, not ſo much as hee would haue 
vs. Hence comes it , that wee tollerate not 
their imperfections, nor fly from giuing them 
diſguſts. And in fine from hence grow all thoſe 
other faultes , which defile our ſoules like filth, 
which is euerdropping as from a ſore. Our fin- 
nes are greater pw any thought of man is 
able to vnderſtand , and onely he who created 
our hart and cleerely penetrates to the bottome 
of it, is able to comprehend what our frailty 
is. And many tymes doth that diſcouer it ſelfe 
to be filthy before his iudgment, which ſeemes, 
in the ſight of ours, to be very perfe&t. There- 
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foreas lobhath ſhowed vs the waywe muſt fea-| 
re all our workes , how good ſocuer they may 

ſeemeto vs, and we mult not take bs... in 

our {elues by reaſon of them, nor delight our 
ſelues therein, cuen in the moſt ſecrer part of 
our hartes. For he onely is plealing to God, 
who isdiſpleaſing to himfelfe ; he onely is Iuſt 
in the fight of God whoe knowes that grace 
and ITuſtice proceedes from the mercy of God. 
There is nota thing, from which God is more 
aucrted, then a hart which carryes liking to it 
ſeife. For God in ſuch a one findes noe veſlel] 
empty, into which he may powre the riches of 
his mercy, and foe ſuch a hart remaines with 
the naturall poverty, wherewith, and wherein 
it ſhall ſtill c6tinue, becauſe it would not abaſe 
and empty it ſclfe, that ſoe the waters of Grace 


| might runne into it, and ſoe it might liue con- 


rented in God, and might bring forth fruite, as 
a garden would doc, wherein there were abun- 
dance of water. 

All our good comes from God; & he whoe 
belctues thar of himſelf he is able cuen to moue 
his tongue towards the ſaying foe much. as 
Lord leſus , that perſou makes himſelfe God 
ſince he attributes that to himſelfe which 
onely belongs to God, And God giues himſelfe 
© vs ypon condition that we muſt acknow- 
ledge this truth : That in him, & of him,comes 


' more good we haue , the greater debters of his 
wee are, and ſoe much more we haue, whe- 


allour good, and not from our ſclues. And the. 
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[reof to accuſe our ſelues, as not correſponding 
to greater fauours by-greater ſeruices , and to 
greater benefits by greater acknowledgments. 
He whois taught by the diuine truth, attribu- 
tes nothing to himſelfe , but Not berg and ſin» 
ning; For if wee remoue all that which God | 
gaue vs when he created vs, and which euery 
day he conſcrues in vs ; wee ſhall nor finde 
any being in vs , but onely a* nothing , and that | 
to nothing we ſhould returne , as of nothin 
we are madc. And taking alſoe away. the fa- 
uour of God which through Ieſus Chriſt is 
communicated ys , what ſhould become of 
the greateſt Saint on earth , bur that which 
became of Preter , when he denyed his Lord, 
and of Paule who perſecuted him , that had 
redeemed him ; and that which cuery one 
findes by experience , that himſelfe was, be- 
fore our Lord carryed his hand ouer him , ta- 
king from him his old hart , and giuing him a 
{new one in place thereof, 

| Iuſtification is nothing elſe ,. but a re- 
;ſurretion of the ſoule which was dead in 
finne , and now lives by the fpiritt of that | 
life , which God infuſed into it , by the 
dearh of his blefled ſonne. And as that 
body ſhould bee both madd and fooliſh, 
which would attribute life and motion to it 
| ſelfe, and not to the ſoule which dwells in 
it , and giues it life ; foe is that ſoule deadly 
| blinde, which eſteemes that the life of good 
workes , which ſhe findes her ſcife to haue, 
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doth proceede from her ſelte , and not from 
the ſpirir of that life, which was infuſed into 
her by Almighty God, And ſomertymes God 
unithes ſuch ſoules as theſe, by my away 
that which formerly hee had giuen them , to 
the end, that obſeruing that they can neither 
ſce, nor heare , nor taſte , nor in fine , doe 
that which formerly they did, it may be plaine 
to them.that it was ſome other , who impatr- 
ted that life which was in them; and thatthey 
did but receiue it ; & that the ſoule is noe other 
thing without the gracc of leſ#s Chriſt , then the 
body is when the foulc departs from. the ſame. 
And therefore my freind, be fure that thou 
ſce noe other thing in thy ſelfe, but faultes, and 
know that thou haſt nothing clſc of thine 
owne. If our Lord diſcomfors thee , conlider 
how weake and poore thou groweſt, and with 
how little conformity thou receiueſt thar, 
which thou doelſt ſoe well deſcrue, If he com- 
fort thee, con{tder with how lictle humility 
thou receiuctt ir , it being reaſon thas thou 
ſhouldſt ſoc much the more abaſe thy ſelfe, as 
God honours thee ; and that by ſoe much wore 
thou ſhouldſt be confounded with ſhame, as 
thou ſceſt,rhatGod treates thee, as though thou 
wert good , when indeede thou art not ſoe, 
Conlider how little profitr thou makelt of the 
inſpirations, and inward ſpeeches of our Lord; 
and how often our Lord ſaith ſomewhat to 
thee, and how ſoone thou forgerteſt to pur it 
in execution ; it being reaſon , that euery 
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of thy life; without any ncede of repeating it. 
How often doeth-our Lord infuſe pretious 
liquor into thee, and thou, hauing a bart all 


| fuil of holes , doeſt ſuffer thar to bee ſpiir; 


which in reaſon, thou ſhouidelt Keepe a long 
tyme 2 And though it would be fitt , that 
how much more God comforts thee, foe much 
more thou thouldſt forgert and neglect the 
comforts of this world , and ſoe much more 
vnite and {hurt vp thy ſoulc, to the end that 
t10U mightelt againe and againe recciue God 
iato it , it happens ſometyines , that by the 
comfort, which he giues vs, wee are made more 
giduy, through our owne lightnes , and wee 
ſcatter and powre out our harts more then be- 
fore, What ſhall wee ſay of our frailtics , but 
that eucry thing being well examined , we 
finde, that wee doc nothing right, and that it 
were much reaſon, that we ſhould rather be 
confounded, by conſidering how faultily it is 
performed , then that once it ſhould paſle by 
the leaſt parte of our thoughts, tirat we had 
done any thing which were worth the loo- 
king on. 

It is certaine, that if a Page ſerue a king, 
and that he make him not due reuerence, they 
will puniſh kim, If he anſweare not, or doe it 
not _ enough , or giue not a quicke Ac- 
count of any meſſage , they will alſoe puniſh 
him. And in fine they whome we ſerue are nor 


comeared, though we doe what they vidd vs_ 


; but 
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bur withall we muſt doe ir well, if we meane | | 


not to be reprehendedand reproached, 
| Andrell mee now my freind; which of vs is 
he, who carryes ſuch a profound reuerence to 
our Lord as is fitt? where is that adoration of 
ſuch anincomprehenſible Maieſty,; and ſuch a 
prongs internall kind of trembling, as they 
auc inheauen, of whome it is faidin the holy | 
Maſſe, That the Powers tremble £ Where is that 
confiifion and ſhame ; which we ſhould haue, 
to appeare before that infinite wiſedome, 
which welldoth ſee what kind of things we 
are, & which diſcouers ys to the yery bottome? | 
where is that ſoe cxa& obedience, as that we 
ſhould not neede to haue the ſamething com- 
maunded twice? where is thatdiſcretis, where- 
with we ought to ſerue ſuch a thing as God? | 
where is the gratitude whichis due tor ſoc in- 
numerable and foe vnſpeakeable benefitrs? 
And laſtly where is that ſcruice both of body 
and ſoule, which isdeſeruedby ſoc high alord, 
atid ſoe great a God? | 
Certaincly hee who hath eyes roſee , will | 
neuer diſcouet in himſelfe any thing els , bur 
a profoundity of miſeries and faultes. And 
when in the cuening hee takes account of 
himſelfe , what kind of man he hath beenc all 
thatday, hefindes nothing , buterrours which | 
he hath committed, inthinking, ſpeaking, and | 
doeing , and he findes diuers good workes 
which hee hath failed to doe; by nothauing |} | 
loued and being thankfull ro God; and by not} _ 
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| weakenes of his neighbour 
1 which he ſhould haue performed :, and hath 


{ fandes that hee {potted Ht with pride, or vainc | 


- andwith twothouſand others which yet he is * 


{which he committed, in not anſwearing , and 
| profting thereby, as hedhould bauc done. 


\ | of any ul. And, by this conſideration being 
{ xooged well inthe bowels of aman's bare ( asa 
trach which were deliuered by the very mouth 


hauing loued and not haui kupporred the 
As = oughtto haye 
done .,, belides innumerable ether things, 


omitted. Andif with the fauour of 'our Lord, | 
he have done any thing which was good ; he 


glory,or tepidity , erwith not anfivening God ! 
25 he wasbound todoe, orwith two thouſand 
other faulves which God makes bim know, 


nat eble ao difcerne, but yet he belcives that | 
theze they axe ; and for ſoc wicked doth hee | 
etcene himfelfe., as that the leaſt parte of bis 
ſinnes he haldsto be that, which he diſcouers, 


Feras he knowesthatGod is more good, then | 
] hes able toconceiue, ſoc alſoc doth he belei- | 


ue. that bimelfe is mare wicked then he can 
ane te vndeuſtand, And though God doe 
kimfauours, yet doth he not attribute to him- | 
ſelke any parte thereof, butonely the faules + 


And thisis to walkeaccordingtotruth, gi- 


| aivg that toGod which is his; That as to ſay, | 


al manner of good, without the leaſt enixture 


of God ) a man riſes, from leaning vpon him- 
elke; as from ſome broken reede,, and he cuer 
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| yoes leaning vpon: bim , who yphoulds-all 
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things. He, behoulds himſelfe ; and hee ſees 
nothirig ; but that whieh is to belamented; and | 
he behoulds God ; it whofe goodnes he confi- |, 
des; withont #ny feare to be torſaken. And for & 
aſmuch as God is ſoe faithfull, as that he'neuer | 
leaues theni whoe goe to him; and for that he 
hath ſoe great care of them; as that infinitely 
ſooner, there will bewant of water in the Sea, 
and of light in the ſunne, then of mercy in him; 4 
therefore doe they runne,, and fly, becauſe God af 
carryes them, and they falle not ; becauſe he 
ſuſtaines them, arid they wander not, becauſe 
hedirc&s them, and they ſhall notbe condem- 
ned, becauſc our Lord gines his Kingdome to 
ſuch as become. like lutle children. | 

Bee therefore ſure, my freind; that thou 
vnderſtand thy ſelfe right; ltince our Lord doth 
ſoe much expect -it of thee, And of all that 
which paſſes in thee , lay the glory atide for 
God, and takethe ſhame and diſhonour to thy } MM 
ſelfe, And place thy hope, of being abletopro- 6 
ceede, as thou haft begun, in that Lord who 
put thee in the way; with noe meaning,l afſu- 
rethee, to leauc thee in the middeſt thereof,bur |] 
| ro catry thee on , to enioy the ſociety of his F 
| {ſpouſes in heatien; There doeth he intend to ; 
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doe thee extraordinary honour ; and therefore 7 
procure not thou to be honoured heere, For : of 
being taken by the ſet of fuch an exceller feaſt £ 
| 35 that Jit is vtterly againſt all reaſon, that thou | Ti 
| Monit glutr thy ſelte,with the baſenes of any'} 71 
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norhing vpon carth , which can ſauour well un 
| his mouth,who hath caſted, though bur alitle, 
{ of that celeſtiall foode, Turne thy backerto all 
things, which thou art foone to leaue, & place 
not thy hart on that, which is ſoc inſtantly to 
paſſe away.lItis very litle, which heerethou art | 
able to endure for God, yea though thou alone 
ſhouldeſt endure all thar , which can be endu- 
red heere. For conſidering hell, which thou haſt | 
deſerued, and heauen with which he meanes 
thou ſhalt be rewarded ( lince he hath pla- 
ced thee in the way thither } and againe, 
waighing that which heere he bath endured 
for thee; it is not to be accounted of , noe nor 
lo much as to be greately conſidered , which 
thoucither doeſt,or mayeſt endure for him. 
Eſteeme thou God for ſoe pretious a thing, 
that whatſoeucr he growes to coſt thee , thou 
maieſt {till belceuec it to bee very little ; yea 
though he colt thee thy life, yet doeſt thou buy 
him very cheape. Inthe next world, thou ſhalt 
{ce, that thou wert not deceiued , in the ex- 
chaunge which thou haſt made , bur finding 
them to be treated like madd fooles, and miſc- 
rable perſons, who lodged their barts , and be- 
fotted themſclues , vpon this preſent world, 
and forgot the promiſes which God made 
concerning the future, thou wilt giue praiſes 
to our Lord, in that thou being once decei- 
ued , he youchſafed ro vndeceiue thee , -and 
[while thou wert caſting thine eyes downe to | - 
,carth, be was pleaſed to raife them vp to hea- 
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uen;and thou being allaue to vanity, hee made | 
thee aſonne of his owne ; and whenthou wert 
living without any hope of diuine promiſes, 
he grew to place thee inthat way , wherein 
thou maieſt hope, that he will helpe thee now 
to live well, andafterwards to dye well, And 
that when this exile is ended; he will conduct 
thee ro the land of the lining, which is the cleere | 
fruition of theface of God. Wherethou ſhall 
enioy ſoe great happines , that it belongs to 
God alone to know it perfe&ly, as to him als- 
neit belongs , both to be able, and ro be wil- 
lingtogiueit. Andthis will our Lord doe,not 
for thy ſake , but for his owne, becauſe hee is 
good , and his mercy endures for cuer, To 
whome, for all, and of all, and inall, be glory 
and praiſe, foralleternities of etcrnities, | 
Amen, 
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| was wegry,, oncefor all, when he yooke our 


| fine talents he may gayne other five, Improuing 
{ that 


A Letter of the Authour to a perſon , whame he 
exbartes to bee gratefull and carefull to pre- 
ſerne the guift of the Grace of God, It ſeemes, 
he was in ſome feare , that the partie 
Was returning ta fine, 


[ Remember yon ofzen ; and the loue I beare 
L you, makes me neuer thinke of you without 
ſome feare and trembling at my hart, conſidc- 
ring the many dagers, wherein your ſoule may 
be,for which ourLord hath done ſo much, thaq | 
if he were ſtjll in caſe to be weary , without 
doubt he would now bg very weary. But he 


mortall leſhypon him; and fromthoſe weary- 
neſles of his, doth reſult that care; which now 
without any wearineſle at all, hetakes of ſuch, | 
as he is drawing to himſfelfe, | 
O Sir,how much reaſon haue you , to be 
gratefull for the good which you haue recei- 
ued ; and carefull, at the leaſt, to keepe it; and 
fearefull, leaſt it ſhould ſlippe out of your hads. 
And I fayd Carefult at the leaſt to keepett ; becauſe 
he, whocan make conieccture, that he hath re- 
cciued the guift of Tuſtification , muſt employ | 
himſelfe, like adiligent negociatour ; that with 


good, which God beganne in his ſoule, 


and getting, eucry day, a new parte in heauen; 
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lince the gate is open, for our getting more, and” p © 
more. in.cuerymuaute of our life. y 
Lc. is molt. certaine, that. if we-ſhould tell'z | 
man , that there. were avery long way, it: the-| 
{teppes whercof there were great felicity xo he-þ 
-obtayned, yea and.that, for Jemaking of one | 
{ingle. pace, they, would giue himthe worth af. | 
'2 whole kingdome ;.and that though a man 
[ſhould goe all. his life time, inthas way, they | 
would neuerdepriue him, of his rewarde, but | 
that {l1. ic ſhou]}d holde on, after the rate, of |; 
the firſt pace, which he had male ;, I doe nor F 
thinke , that in.the whole world there is any | 
one worldly man, who in.this caſe , would nar 
be ſo.greatawalker, as that he would hardly 
be euer perſwaded to (itt Rtill, Now, if coue- 
.couſnelle of vidiblethings be able tro warke ſo 
.gxcat effects; what will it be fitt, that the laue: 
of that, which.is inujfible and cternall, ſhould þ 
worke inourſoules, but a vigilant care , to be | 
(11 walking on, in.the way of God, withreſfo-. | 
| lutions as lively;, and more, then they were, | 
which we entertayncd the firſt day, whenwe | 
entred into his ſeruicc.. ; 
Who is he, that can. be fo abſurdly incon- | 
{iderate,as.notto holde himnſelfe a deepe debter | 
to Almighty-God , for the many. guifts, which | 
he hath recciued from him , iu recompence | 
( as I may fay ) of ſo many linnes of ours , as 
+ | that he will nor ſcrue ſo benigne a Lord, wish 
2 diligence? who is he, that c6{idering when- 
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to be daily further and further of from hell, and 
from the impicty of {inne? He ſeemes not to 
haue bene ſorrie for his offence, who procures 
not with diligence to be farre from the like, 
He doth notſuthciently thanke our Lord for 
this guift *, - whohath layde aſide the memory | 
thereof, & with whome it decayes with time; 
not ſtirring himſelf vp, to giue new thankes, | 
and to preſente new ſcruices, knowing more 
and more thereof, cuery day,as a perſon , who 
hath receiued encreafe of light: This is ſo great | 
a fauour, that Dauid calles itthe Benedi&tons of 
ſweeteneſje. And it is great reaſon, that we ſhould 
grow ſtrong with that new grace , which our | 
Lord gaue vs,and not content ourſclues {till 
with being little ones. hs 
| I fayd, that at leaſt we muſt be carefull in the | 
continuance and conleruation of this guift; becauſe 
according to good reaſon we ſhould be encrea- 
ſers thereof daiiy more and more. And from 
| hence it grewes, that when I ſec, that the light 
of your ſoule is ſett' ypon by fo. many windes, 
and when I conſider your weakeneſle in the 
midſt of ſo many , and fo great,and fo ſubtile 
enemyes, I finde my ſelfe to be all trembling 
outer you,as any mother would be ouer her 
fonne ; who aduentures not to reioyce for the 
| good ſhe ſees him enioy , through the feare ſhe 
ath, that he may chance ts looſe it, | 

Tell me, good Sir, how is it with you? are you 


you liug , in the preſence of true life 2 is God | 


ſtill on foote in the preſence of your God ? doc 
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betweene God and your ſoule 2 Or is there nor 
perhaps , fome litle drynefle or diſagreement 
growen betweene you, which your much care 
of this world , and your little care to pleaſe 
your Lord, may haue cauſed? [ feare to heare 
the anſweare, which you may chance to giue; 
and yet I cannot content my ſ{ecife to be with- 
out hearing it. If you giue me good newes, 
my ſoule will reioyce in our Lord, and I will 
eine him thankes for hauing conferued, what 
he hath gayned, Burt if you tell me otherwiſe, I 
muſt be extremely ſorry ; and yet ſtill howſoe- 
uer, I muſt needes know it. For I will not re- 
maine without greife, if you be ſubiect to any 
ſpirituall lofle, or inconuenience. I hope to 
haue a parte of your Crowne; and I ſubmitt 
my felfe to beare a parte of your payne, 

If there be any thing of this kinde , take 
heede you ſuffer not the wound to feſter ; and 
make no intricate knortts vpon the ſwathing- 
bands of your ſinnes, Make haſte to breake 
that quickly, which is ill cyed vp; for you can 
have no leaue to diuide your [Fe from him; 
who fixed himſelf to that Croſſe for you with 
ſo cruell nayles, Say alowdeto all things ; De- 
parte from me; for neither am I yours, neither ought 1 
be ſo much a5 mine owne. Lett the thing be what 
it will, let the perſon be who it will, and let the 
intereſt be as great as it can be; no other can 
haue Title or iuſtice to carry you away , but 
onely 1+ſu: Cbrif} , who created you, and tooke 
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| / ou, and.gaug yOu anew garment,andaſweere: | 


R you for his {onne; and afrzer youw-had' beane;a 
| wod:gall aimirted of yauwagaine,andhon . ured 


oo 


| cmDragemeat of peace; and Keepes a:{tate of; | 
great repaſc prepared.for you.in heauen,, if you, 
| will keepe his commaundements.. | 
That man. namely,your ſclfe, belongs to 
this Lord of ours, Though euery. man.ia this 
world , ſhould putt in. his claymefor youy there. 
1s none, who bath.ſp deately, bought youas hg; 
to whome.youalſo belong by another title, For: 
whatis it.for God to dye for vs, but to. repur-- 
chaſc. that, at an cxzreamerate.,, which.was al- 
ready his, by the bencfur of. Creation-,, and. 20. 
| dra.y vs.out of hell, and agajuc to-admits vs.to 
his treind{hipp > what is this , put. to multiplic 
diucelc Litles to. the ſamething 2 and. thoſe ſo. 
very great, that eycry,ane of, them, hath reafoa. 
enough, rocarry the wholeman. alter it,0 mes- | 
ſon of the ſannes of Adam what. is. that. , which | 
you; doe ,, when. ſomewhat ciſe. preuailes. in, 
your hart againſt Teſus Chriſt. 2 kow are yau: 
able to ſay Noto him, whome youare ſo.boung: 
to.ſerug, thought were with the lofle of your 
lines? Shall any, ſmall citle, which any thing: 
may make towards you., be able to. carxy yau;} 
away, and ſo blinde,you , az to.make you far-. 
gert ſo many and ſo.great benediQtions,, as our 
Lord layes vp in. heauen tor yow Letthe world: 
departe,cuen.now,from our harts ; (ince it.is {o-| 
{oone to departe fromour eyes 2 And when we 
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there, in the ſepulcher. For by the c6ltderation 
thereof, we {hall obtaine a true relation'of it, 
and ſuch a ane as will deliuer ys from it, and 
free vs, from the care of all that, which heere is 
ſought, with ſuch a peſtilent Kind of dehire, 
What betrer werohrs or meaſure can you deli- 
re , that ſo you may not be decciued , nor he 
drawen totakeonething for another, then to 


that, which the world c{tcemed, and to carry it 
alſo to the hover of our owne death , which 
condudts vs all naked, folitary, and defeated, 
and to be trpd vpon by che feete of our ſeruants, 
And you in particular may dog well,to remem- 


| we all ought ro hauc of that pallage, your felt 


death; for latcly you wanted not, as a man 
may ſay, a fingar's breadth of paſling through 
It, tp eternity, 

Take heede, take heede, that you be nor de- 
ceaucd by thoſe falſe apparances, and by thoſe 
pom_ maskes;for they are no better then mal- 

s,whichenueagle & deceaue our ſoules.And 


| hart to heaugn , where the Truthes of theſe 


;litle reſemblance. And fo you will neither 


' 


congeiue any cnuie againſt him, whome you 


JP 


carry it inſtantly ro the Paſſion and death of, 
Ieſus Chriſt our Lord, who then condemned 


ber this point; tince, belides the feare, which 


| haue another paxticular reaſon for ir; becauſe 
you haue a more particular knowledge of 


things are ; whereof hecre there is but ſome 
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if you like theſe ſhadowes ſo well, raiſe vp your |, 
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finde to proſper in warldly things; neither yer 
will you haue any great appetite , to polleſle 
that, which in fine, you muſt be forced to 
leaue,: Do not entangle your ſelfe with this 
earth , ſince God , hath giuen you ſome good 


you to heauen, And thoſe are, his moſt ſacred 
death, the knowledge,and loue of the Cracifpx, 
the receauing of theholy Sacraments, whereby 


| in the holy Church there is giuen a pardon of 


our ſinnes; and the adoption of the Sonnes of God, 
and conſequently of heyres. Let him ſeeke for 


{hadowes, who hath no hope to lay holde, on 
things of ſubſtance. Let fim reſpect a ſhort 
tyme, who hath had no taſte of ſpirituall bene- 
dictions , which laſt for eucr ; And let him 
triumph, like a ſort, in the proſperities of this 
world , who hath not felt in his hart, how de- 
lightfull athing it is, to ſhed teares for hauing 
offended God ; and how happy a man is, in rc- 
lying vpon Chriſt our Lord, and in liuing to 
him. And ſince our Lord, hath called vs to his 
mercy , and hath giuen vs the knowledge of 
his Sonne Chriſt Ieſus, let vs not line according 
ro' the flesh; nor allowe of any counſell againſt 
this counſell, That ina thing ſo manifeſt, as it 
is, that we ought toſecke , and eſteeme the 
contentment of Chriſt our Lord, deſpiſing the 
world, andallthar is therein, there is no neede 
of taking any man's opinion; and we muſt not 
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be moued by any vanities of the world , how 


1 many,and how vſuall, and how well receaued 
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ſocuer they may be. The world paſſes with the de- 
light thereof as $, Iohn faith ;burt he who will 
doe the will of our Lord , ſhall remaine for 


cuer. Who relyes ypon that which is vnſtable, | 


ſhall fall downe rogeather with it; and he, who 
will adore an Idoll, ſtall growe like that very 
Idoll; but he, who loues Chriſt, our Lord (and 
that man loues him who hates the world) he 
indecde is wiſe, and worthy , aad ſhall be exal- 
red to fitt in that kingdome , with the ſame 
Icſus Chriſt our Lord, as he ſittes at the right 
hand of his Father, Ir is much more worth,to 
be the lealt there, then to be the greateſt heere: 
If therefore it delight vs to raigne let vsdelire 
to doe ſo, in thaterernall kingdome, I beſcech 
Chriſt our Lord , to beſtowe it on you. 

Amen. 
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A Letter of the Anthoy to a denoted religions Friend 
of bis, who an1mares him to, ſecke Gutl by avedier,- 
cc, & humility, and he teatkeih , that recalltfien 
of mwde, muſt notbe tyed to any certaintplace. 


Haue recciued your letter, and chat which 

& 1 amrto anſ{weare is this. You mutt know, 
| that there isnor any oncin this life, who can 
| think to live without troubles;& that to c\yn- 
| plainc of them, isro complaine of being a man, 
| {trice we were borne to beare them. And if it 
ſceme'to you, that when you were ſhut vp, you 
carried your foule more recolit6ted; youareto 

colidet onthe other fide, that Ubeditre in-doein 
tholc things, which diſplcaſe ones ſelf, and the 
Humility of performing mcane offices, is noe 
{ma)l fruite to the ſouie, And belciue you this 
truth, that the man, who is carefull to recollect 
himſelf, and who puttes his confidece in God, 
doth many tymes finde himſeif more recollec- 
cd in {treetes , and pribliqueplaces, then if he 
were in his Cell. And they whortye their deuo- 
tion to any particular kind of place,dot inſtit- 
ly looſe it , when they leauethe place, yea and 
many times in that very place, it failes them. 
And this growes in regard they are rcfolued to 
haue it there, and ftriue not to finde it inall pla- 


tend by 'theyr Obedience ; vpon this Obedrence, 
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ces, andin all thoſe workes, to which they at- | 


4 


. you muſt grcatly procyre to ground your felf, 
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| tifeeme,-Father Lews of Granada will paſte thort- 


-gxeat confidence ,, which he {hall aduifc yot,, 
The'Holy Ghoſt be-ever with you. 


| 20 be fuſpected; as that 1 ammace ftow in gt 


| 
| 


ſatisfed mine owne hart, I will ;3mpart it vnto } 
| you, In rhe meane tyme I recommend to you 


4 


lit. tt. ® 


duR of hisownewill,, how goodſoever it may 


ly by you; and'l would haue you doc that with 


| I am ſuch an enemy of theſe changings of 
place;& I hou thevery delires thereof foe fitr 


wing anſweare to what you write concerning 
them; 431 by your prayers we may get more 
lightto-guide vs, .For otherwife ,we 4hall goe 
2s bad as blindefould ; and pertraps'you may 


fell upon worſe encounters , then they are, 


which you-would auoyd. 1 beſeech you follicirc 
the matter with eur Lord; & when Tfhall fave 


much, that you keepe your foule in peace. For 
it happens to ſome, that thcy both Icofe theyie 
tyme, and the good opportunity , which God 
giues rhem, by thinking much vpon thar other, 


toloodc, both the ene, and cheother. 


| dife eft, for you; andthart that day is the mor- 


Make you acc6pr, that there is but one day of 


ning. when you awake, And ſpend you thay, 
as if it were your laſt , with all the care ay 
poflibly youci. And when the deſire of deeing 


which they deſire roobraine ;-& ſoethey growe 


| 


any other thing occurres, make this anſweare, 
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:i5a thing ſee eccoprabletoGod,rhat ;reexceedes 
allthat , which'a man may doe vnder the con- | 
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Doe net thinke of w worrow ; and exerciſe your 
ſelf, in breaking your will, For when a 
man flyes from the opportunity , which he 
hath to-breake it, it is like flying out of the 
feilde. And becauſe ſuch a one flyes like a 
coward, and carryes his weakenes in his com- 

any ; therefore when the occalion preſents it | 
FF afterward , he findes , that he is as farre 
from ſtrength, as before ; the reaſon heereof 
is , becauſe he changed his place, but not his 
minde: giue you a good accompr of that houſe, 
and of the opportunity , which there you 
haue; and foe you ſhall gett a tongue, where- 
with you may aske a better , at the hands of 
our Lord ; For otherwjſe they may ſay vnto 
you, that he who condudts ill that which he 
hach already in bis care,to what end ſhould one 
truſt a greater matter, in his hands? 


. 
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A Letter of the Author ro a deuout 

| Lady, animating her to fight 

againſt the Deuill , and to 
refit but temptations. 


Beſcech our Lord ; that you may find your 
ſelfas[ delire; for it was not ſaid in yayne, 
that love is full of 4 carefull kind of feare. Butin 
fine, I haue confidence, that our Lord ( as he 
ſaith to vs by the Prophet Teremy ) will re- 
card that louc wherywith he eſpouled himſelf 
in thoſe beginnings of his, and will remember 
how the people Bllowed him , without an 
| bigh way inthe Defart ; which was full of of. 
fiction to them, and carryed a kind of reſem- 
blance of death, God is very thanketfull , to 
ſuch as ſcrue him with loue; and in the tyme 
of our weakeneſles , and when our ſtrength is 
euen vpon the point to faile , then doth he 
looke backe , vpon the time when formerly 
wee had beene in vigour, and tothat amorous 
intention , which wee had in former time , re- 
leiuing our miſery , with the aboundance of 
his mercy, Continue therefore with a harte 
full of courage; and , as $. Paule faith ; doe not 
looſe your confidence ; for there belongs 4 great reward 


it And this is that, yyhich the Deuill would 
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| faine,ceithertake away from vs, or weakenin vs, 
foro pull vs downe, who pull him downe, and 
much more, you, being a woeman ; by whoſe | 
hand he would eſteeme it, more dishonour, to 
| be ouercome, As Abimelech fayd to his ſecond, 
dre thou kill mee; that ſoe it may not be {ayd, thar 
a woeman killed mee; for a woeman had caſt a | 
peece of earth ſtifly downe vpon him from the 
fortreſſe, Thus muſt you doe, when the Deuill 
Shall offer you combate, Caſt Chriſt our lord ar 
him;and ſoe breake his head (for Chriſt our. lord 
being man, is called earth } and ſoc theenemy 
Shall dye. And if notwithſtanding, it ſeeme to 
you, that ſtill he muſt be a liue ; Knowe yet, that 
he remaynes in extreme trouble, and cuen as 
dead, to fee himfelf ouercome , and to berhe 


occaſion that you sball gayne crownes, whereas | 
he choughe that they would haue proued fetters. 

To what greater miſery can an enemy be ſub- 
iect,then to ſec, that he belpes him, to be great, 
in the eyes of God, For if you ſawe thetreaſure, 
which you haue payned,by reſiſting rhe Deuill, 


ſoe very often; there is noe doubte, butrhar ir 
would ſufficiently temper the birternes of your 
troubles to conſider the beawty and riches of 
thoſe crownes, Now ſo many pretious ſtones 
hauc you gotten , wherewith to enrich your 
crowne , as you haue reſiſted”, times , thoſe 
counſailes of the Deuill ; and ſo much haue 
you gained of eternall reſt, as you hane with 
paticnce, endured ſeuerall times , the ſadd af- 


Aiftions,, which he hath brought vpon you. Be 
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noc therfore weary , of getting ſtill new pretious 
ſtones, though whileſt they are throwneat you, 
they hurt youa little; bur then inſtanudy after, 
they are your owne, | | 
And ſcethar you reſiſt that vnproficable ſad- 
nefle, whichis the beginning of many miſchic- 
fes; & confiding in our lord, and being cheerc- 
full in the hope of his loue, treadall ynder foor; 
andlexit ſeeme little to you, as S. Bernard (aith, 
My afli&tion is bardly to bee counted afliftion for one 
halfe howre , andif it prone any longer I fele it not, 
throngh the force of my loue. Tread you vpon the 
dragon, and vpon the lyon, and let him feare you, 
and not you him And; ſay you to your ſelf, Ony | 
lord us my helper, 4nd whomethem shall I feare* Our 
Lord takes care of mee, what then can arrine, which \ 
may afflitt mee? Our lard gonernes mee, and 1 am ſafe | 
Our lord ſerues bimſelf of mee , and I aspire to: 
no other happines , hyw much ſoeuer 1t may coſt mee. 
Andchus, the Deuill finding youtfull of courage, 
and well armed, shall not bee able co pull you 
downe, but rather feare, (oc much as to aflaul:' 
you, Our lord, who called you, conlerue you, 
and make you ſuch, as I beſceech-himchar you? 


may bee. Amen, 
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| tould you by my penne ; fince in me there is noe 
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RQOURUQRACTEY 


A Letter of the Autbour to 4 Canallier 
his freind. 


T H E newes of this meſſenger , who is 
parting , takes me by night, and without 
paper, and full of my ordinary indiſpolitions. I 
beſeech our lord , who is omniporent, to tell 
you that by himſelfe ; which he was to haue 


ability to doe it, nor haue I mdeede any opor- 
runity, The c6plaintes you make againſt your 
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| cucry pace it makes, that ſoc you may vnder- 


ſelfe, ypon the opinion which you had of your 
owne prudence , are iuſt, You ruſt admitt 
them, & doe them iuſtice; eucr citeeming that 
opinion for a crafty exemye, and counting vp 


ſtand the deceites thereof. For inthefetempra- 
tions , to know them , is to ouercome them, 
Makethat very account with your ſelfe, which 
was made by that Monke, in this namer ; 1 cawe 
not to tndge any , but to be indged by «ll, Say thus 
to your ſelfc ; [ came not to hane zeale of others but ef | 
my ſelfe. God places not me in the office of 4 guide, 
but in the duty of being guided. And who isſoe 
maddly impertinent , as that hee will thinke 
to hirr right, in that, where God puttes him 
not ; lince euery plantation which is not made by 


the heavenly father, shall be rooted vp. 
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' and that you haue nothing more todoe inthat! 
| buſines, 
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| roentertaine them , but to keepe their ſtand; 
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But now, it by Ubedrence you be commaun- 
ded todeliuer your minde, firitbegg you light 
of our lord, avd then declare it, but not with- 
out feare, and as a thing which you doe but 
offer , to the end that it may be examined by 
others, And you are not to shoat it out, with 
ſuch a kind of refolution, and auttority ,asif it 
muſt needes be approued, and exccuted, becau- 
ſe forſooth you thoughrirfitt, Noe nor that it 
ought to haue any force attall , ypon that rea- 
ſon ; but onely, that things may ſoc be done, | 
as others may take to be moſt couenient, whe- 
ther they approue or diſallow your opinion. | 
And you muſt conceiue, that by docing thus, 
you comply with the duty of your Obedience, |} 


th. 


They , who either be endwed with light 
from heauen, or haueelſe beene taught to ſee, 

; by the many falles, which they haue taken; 
' doe noe lefle feare, enen ſome good dehiresof 
' particular thinges, then the executing of ſome 
deſires, which are not good, Yea, andin ſome 
forte , they apprehend them more becauſe of 
| cherwo, it is harder to vnderſtanid and maiſter 
| thedeceipr, which lurkcs in them. Now this 
| feare, takes order that they runne not inſtantly 


| recommending thatdetire of theirs ro our lord, 
and asking councell of him, This feare is the 
beginning of wiſedowe,, and it is alſoe the end 
thereof, Itis hard to declare this pointe by ler- 
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= i ter but for him who hath a ſuperiour, whome 
he obeyes, it is calily declared, by putcing the 
caſe, and following his counfell, 

When you $hall be come to know , that 
ſuch a bufines concernes the ſeruice of God, 
and that it is fitt to be diſpatched, yet ſtill euen | 
that muſt be donein ſuch ſorte, as that his Ma- 
ieſty be not offended , for whoſe ſeruice the 
bulines it'to be vndertaken. For if the heart be 
thereby filled , with cares and diſtrations, and 
| eſpecially if they come at wrong tymes , the 
thing 1t ſelfe may well beiuſt, but che manner 
of doeing ir, wil not be ſoc. It is agoodthing, 
foraman to cary himſclfe like a perſone who 
| | 1s at the comaund of another; and not asaguide | 
of the bufines. Not as if you were ſome grear 
| | maiſter , but rather like ſome young fellow, 
who were bidden, eyther tocome, or goe when 
| che care of any particular shall pur it ſelfe vnſca- 
ſonably vpon you; ſayto it, to this effect , 01 
lord commanndes me nothing , about that matter at 
this time ; For my part, I baue nothing to thinke ; all 
wall goe into exrony , if it be done afier my fancye 
when our lord sball commaund me to doe it, I will dee 
it, and [ will both beare, and ſpeake. For this pur- 
| poſe it is good to ſett but ſome determinate ti- 
me, tothinke of theſe thinges , which require 
care; that ſoe they may not come-vpon a man, 
introupes, whea he were to bein filence, with 
God, If they bring any affliftion with them, 
which much diſquiet ; we may well-conceiue | 


| thar that is notthe way , wherein God walkes: 
———_ =_ m— ——_ | 


EPISELES. 


| 


Ep.28. 231 | . 


nor doe wecomply with his word, which faich, 
Nolite ſolicitt eſſe , labor enim exercenda: , ſollicutu- 
do tollends: you muſt not be ouer carefull, for paines 


| 


| 


the taking of it away , our lord willes vs to 
confide mm our heauenl; Father, 

He who hath this confidence, perceiues well, 
that the buſines dependes vpon God; and that 
his diuine wiſedome , knowes how to addrefle 
him, and therefore a Chriſtian man , isto be 
perſwaded, that it giues noe aduantage, cuen 
ro the very bulines it ſ(clfe , if we fall into any 
vnquiet kinde of anguish ; or euento ſuperflui- 
ty of thinking of it , which is thus forbidden, 
by holy ſcripture, Ne afflizas temetipſum in confilio 
tu0: Doe not afflif} thy ſelfe in thine owne counſel: but 
ſay thus to your ſelfe , It is God who muſt doe it, 
and not I, Perhaps our lord will not haue it remedied 
by this meanes» And if be will, yet his will alſoe # 
that it be dane with peace , and with my ſpirituall 
gaine, and without my loſſe, And ſoe procure, that 


 w_ 


your heart may cuer goe, incelebrazion of that, |. 


Chriſtian Sabauth , whereof S. Paul ſpeaketh ; 
and then we may ſay toour lord, Deſcend ihou 
mtomy beart , for 115 all free for thee: and ut hath no- 
thing which may diftra&t me ſrom hearing thee, and 
from ſpeaking to thee. You haue reaſon to delire 
the helpe of prayers to this purpoſe : for it is not 
ſoe ealily obtained. I beſeech our lord , who 
called you to his owne ſcruice , continue you 
in his grace , and carry you afterwardes, with 


muſt be taken but {ollicitude is forvidden ; and for |, 


himſelfe ro eternall reſt. 
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| who made mee his ſteward, to the end, that in. 


A Letter of the Authour to a Virgin wholined in 
Recollettion, Of the valew of 4 joule,and the care 
wherwith it 15 to be kept from fallmg. And that if 
it fall, it mu(t haue hope, and ſoe riſe againe, 


——y 


Know not with what wordes , I may be 

L able to exprelle the fault which accuſe; mce, 
and the puniſhment which I feare. Ilooke | 
back vpon the much time which hath paſſed j 
without writing to you, whilſt yet you were | 


recommended to me; thar ſoe by meancs of my 
care, you might proceede and profht, in the 
ſernice of our heauenly king ; ſince he was ' 
pleaſed to receauec you for his ; through that | 
word, which I preached ynto you. And I in 
the meane time, like an ill ſeruant of Chriſt 
| our Lord, haue beene negligent in negotiatiag 
this bulineſle which heheld to be ſoe truly his; 
as that it filled him full of care, and ſoe full ,as 
to make him giue his life, for the diſpatch the- 
reof, And not onely haue I linned againſt him, 
but againſt you alſoe, To him I hane beene an 
ill ſeruant, and to you IT haue beene an ill Fa- 

ther, ſince I haue not preſerued the ſtock nor 
ſuſtained you with the Food of his word ; his, 


chetrue time, T might wiſely and faithfully dif- 
enceit, to euery one, according to that which 
e ſhould neede, . | 


Lam much greiued for my negligence, as it 
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| torment to him, & maykeepe thoſe eyes open, 
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becomes a guilty perſon ; andI apprehend the 
puniſhment of my fault. Nor” that 1 feare ſoe| 
much, leaſt our Lord ſhould puniſh, or ſcour- 
ge, or afflict me for it, with vexations,and tor- 
ments, as that, he may permitt your ſoule ro 
receiue ſome diſaduantige thereby, For when a 
man hath noc knowledge of what belongs to 
children, nor cares how he may bring them 
vpp ; it is but reaſon.both that he ſee them 
dye, and that they may alfoe continue dead in 
his fizhr; char ſor the greife thereof, may bee a 


which his careieſnes had ſhutr. 

My good ſiſter, (for 1 will preſume to ſay, 
that you are mime , becauſe you are the Spouſe 
of my Lord)O how happy were he,who might 
know how it is with yon; that ſoe he might 
cither be delighted in your good, or recciue the 
torment of ſorrow , for your ill? how happy 
were he, who might know , if thoſe fernent ! 
teares of yours ſtill continue , which walked 
your foule in the high preſericeof your Spuiiſe, 
and which watered it with denotion, that foe 
It might giue fruit to the Lord thereof, Andif 
your long Watches laſt , wherein you were 
wort to treate in ſecrecy andſolitude with him, 
whom your ſoule loues. Refleting vpon tho- 
ſe ſorrowes, which he endured forloue of you; 
and, you, deſiring 'to'endure ſoniewhat like 
that, for the loue of him. 


I befeech him of his mercy ,'thatyou _ 
not haye loſt that holy filehce of yours , whic 
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{ praiſed God in you, Let it not pleaſe him, that 


| calt of from him, Who when heere, they ſhall | 


was diſcourſe with God ; your rich pouerty, 
| whichgaue you more full ſatisfaQon, then all 
the wealth of this world; That cotempr of your 
| ſelfe, which gaue you price & valew intheſight 
of our Lord, and that holy change of your life, 
which caſt them into wonder, who ſaw you, & 


mine cares may euer heare, that the ſcruant of 
| Chriſt , is other then ſhee vſ{cd to bee, Let it 
geuercome to palle, that thee ſhould live with 
any other, nor regard any other, nor thinke of 
' any other,then onely Chriſt our Lord; to who- 
me 'ſhee offered her ſelfe. Make noe exchange; 
whereby,you may bce {oe deceiued; as that ha- 
uing taſted of that heauenly guift,8& hauing fed 
| ypon thecriimes of the table of God;you ſhould 
now atterward, come to taſt the bitternes of E- 
gypt;z& thoſe mcate which are deuoured by mg | 


haue ſatisfied themſclues with the foode of ſwine, | 
ſhall burne heercafter, in the copany of deuills. | 
Seruanr of Ieſus Chrilt, how is it with you 


indeed? tel me, how itis with you. I bcleech | 
Icſus, you bee wel in his ſight. S. Paale ſaid, | 
that cuen his very life, conliſted in the good of 
his children ; and cuenT, though not with that | 
great fire, but with the little, which God giues 
mee, doe yet aduEture to ſay, that my life con- | 
ſites, in that you be well, inthe ſight of God. ' 
I can take noe pleaſure in this body, if the ſoule | 
of my daughter , be dead; nor ſhall delight haue | 
any place in me, til I may Know,that your Spou- 
ſe, whome I lodged in you, doth ſtill inhabite 


| 
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yourharr.If itbe any otherwiſe,it is], who haue 
madethe fault, & I will performe the penance; 
but yer ſee that you bee not angry with him, 


already I amafflicted, through mine owne fault, 
by the loue, which I carry to your ſoule; andif 
you bee offended with my neglig&ce, be appea- 
ſed by this coſeſſion which is full of ſhame and 

reife, And beleiue that through the fauourof 
our Lord, you ſhall wel finde, that I wil mend. 
And vpon this motiue, you muſt forget that I 
haue beene an ill Father to you; fince vpon the 
ſame, God forgets that we haue been ill ſonnes 
& ill ſeruits to him, And if yet you will require 
further ſatisfactis, be your owne caruer;and re- 
quire of me what you will. Onely retourne to 
the way of God,if you ſhould hauelett it;or els 
make mee know, that you.continuein it ; that 
ſ{oI may be ſure thatthinges goe wel with you; 
& that I may haueſtregth Glow that pEnice 
which you shall impoſe vpon me for my negligece Ne- 
gligence, I meane in writing to you; but not 1nremem- 
bring you, For in this our Lord , hath not permitted 
that I Should be forgerfdll, For ſoe great was the loue, 
which I carryed towards you,vpon ſeeing that you were 
romp to be the true ſeruant of God ; and you entred 
oedeepely into my hart, when I conſidered thoſe mer. 
eyes,which our Lord had vouchſafed to you; that it ne- 
uer parted morefrom thence, though it haue failed, to 
ſtrengthen and comfort you in this way as it should 
haue done, 


Chrilt ; and bee not cruel againſt yourfelfe , bur be as 
cruell againſt me,as you shallthinke fit. Be ſure roloue 
our Lord , for he deſerues not to be ill vied, for the 


Doe not my good Siſter, afflict me more then' 


Pardon me my good Siſter for the loue of leſs | 
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| negligence of his ſeruant, And if you ſhould 
haue forgotten your duety to him you know 
his condition already well enough, and , that 
| he hath promiſed to receiue the ſoule which 
will retourne and that if you will forgiue me he 
wil pardon you, And he will ſhew you ſuch 
mercyes , as he ſhewed before, and wil enable 
you to ling thoſe Canticles to him , which you 
ſung in your firſt beginning,and birth, to Chriſt 
our Lord, 

Doe not now giue cauſe of ioy, tothoſe in- | 
fernal ſpirits , fincethere was atime , wherein 
| you wounded them with forrow. Doe not | 

greiue your good Angel, lince he hath giuen 
God much praiſe for you; and hathreioyced ar 
your vocation. Doe not reuerſe that ſolemne 
Feſtiuity, which was celebrated inthe kingdo- 
me of heauen, vponitheday of your coucrtion, 
Andifchrough my finnes any of theſe things | 
ſhould haue'happened, yer ſtill you mult not be F | 
diſmaycd. For our Lord will ſtretch forth his 
armes , and will receiue you; fince he ſtretched 
them out for you ypontthe Croſſe. And itis vſual | 
with him, to louc'that perſon more , who ha- 
| uing runn away out of the warr doth yet re- 
turne to fight with greater courage, then that 
 othex, whothough he neuer forfook the feild, 
yet was neuer burſhck in doeing him ſeruice. 
'  Thisisa kindof warr, wherein the lofle of 
the victory conſiſts notin the not receiuing any 
' woundes, but in flyingoutof the battaille, & 
| rendring himſelfero the enemye, in the quality 
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of a man who is ouercome, Take courage,and 
begin yet once againe, foryou ſhall find Chriſt 
our Lord cloſe at hand to help you. And ſeing 
your humility,and how much you are aſhamed 
of yourſelfe , he will not put youto confuſion; 
Nor when he ſhall perceiue, that you are aying 
proſtrate at his feete, will he caſt you oft, or 
| Kick you out of his (ight. Andif you call ypon 
choſe interceſſours/ of yours , who are in hea- 
uen , they willnof make themſelues deafe to 
the cryes whichlyou ſendyp from hence, As 
for me becauſeI haue made the fault, whereby 
you hauc incurred the inconuenience, if there 
be any,T wil alſoe performe the pennance as I 
ſaid before. AndI wil beſeech our Lord tore- 
ſtare and raiſe that vp, which my negligence 
made fit for ruine, Let all your thoughts beate 
vpon his hauing begunn the worke , and not 
vpon my hauing neglected it, And then he will 
put things in good order, becauſe heis the true 
louer.of ſoules, and pretends.not to ſee mens 
linnes , that {oe they may retract them by ſor- 
row, I beſeech him cuen by what himſelf is, 
that he wil Keep you incloſe protection , ynder 
his wings; and make you gratious in his fight, 
and that he wil puniſh me in whatſoeuer ſort 
he ſhal thinke fit. And I beg of you by himthar 
you wil write to me, though 1 confeſle myſelfe 
tobe ynworthy of your anſweare. 
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A letter of the Authonr, to a woman , who was af- 

flifted wuh grienous , entMLangerous temptations, 

He enconrages her to ſuffer , and 5hewes that the 

A aite of aſfliftions 1 great , when they are well! 
orne, 


we comforted, bee comforted, O you wy pec- 
ple , dayth the lord your God: ſpeake to the 
hart of leruſalem , aud call her bitber ; for her punisl; 
ment u ended , and her ſinne ts pardoned. Conhide, 
my good filter : for theſe words are ſpoaken to 
you, and they commaunde you to be comfor- 
ted, through his fauour, who will defende you: 
though your owne infirmities , and thoſe infer- 
nallpowers, ſtrive to plucke you downe. Bur 


if they, becarcfull co perſecute you : more care- 


full is Chriſt our lord, to ouershadow you, and 
rodefende you, and to ferch you of from this 
combatt, adorned with new Crownes, which 
are incomparably more to be eſteemed and re- 
ioycedin, then your tribulation deſerues to be 
lamented. 

W hat is the matter ? what is that, which af- 
flits you 2 what is that which frights you? your 


| Godisthe curer of theſe wounds: be not trou- 


bled there ar. For at the inſtant that he clo(cs 


{ them, he will shine to you as a ſunne, ſeauenti- 
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mes more bright, then before you were ſubiect 
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o this aAliQion, your ſpirituall proſperiries, will 
incomparably excell,thoſe which arepaſt ; ſince 
that which you ſuffer now, doth-{o farce excee- 
dein bitternefle that which formerly you ſuffe- 
red, For theſe flowds.of anguish , vie to ſerue 
but for a preface, to an aboundance of (pirituall 
delight as the tribulations of lob were mellen- 
gers to him, of a doubling of his eſtate and com. 


fort, which God beſtowed vpon him, God af« 


tryed him , and then he crowned him : he hid 
himſelf from bim a licle : but afterwards he 
chewed himſelfe more deare, and ({weeter, then 
he had ſeemed before to be offended, 

This is the ſtile , which our lord holdes 
with his ſeruants, He mortifhies them {ſo farre, 
char he ſcemts, as if he would place them, in 
the verie torments of bell : but then inftantiy 
againe he drawes them out , and putts them 
into. perfect eaſc : and ſo, as that the whale is 
neither able. to retaine him, nor yet {; much 
as to touch him with anie offence , whome he 
had ſwallowed, Our aduerſaries , the deuills, 


re vs : bur ler vs ſay to them, ir. their teeth : 
Come and' ſpare not , for you shall be onercome. 
Take what councell you lift ,. it shall come to nc 
thing , for God 1s on our fide. Let it not , my 
good lifter , paſſe once {o much as in your 
thought, to be afrayd of theſe infernall wolues: 
For hee. , who conquered them once vpon 


CEE” 


ficted him firſt , and then he comforted kim, he | 


are full of pride, and they threaten . to deyou- | 
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the” Croſſe , hath conquered them in you: 
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to their great shame, And how ſocuer it may 


| and tharshall bereſcued, which he had taken 


and will do fo againe; and will deſpoyle them, 


ſeemetoyou, thar the encounter is fierce , and 
theenemiec ſo ſtrong , as to frightyou; benot 
yer diſmayde, For it is our lord who ſayth : Shall 
perbaps the prize be taken ont of the hand of the firong | 
man ? And hall that, which was ſeiſed by the 
mightie , be reſumed? Moſt certainly the captiue 
Shall be caken out of the hand of the ſtrong man; 


by violence. And this shall come to paſlle; be- 
cauſe the hand of God, will fight for you; and 
wil ouershadow you , as birds with their 
wings ſpred abroad , defende and couer thoſe 
yong ones of theirs, which they loue ſo much. | 

O that our eyes could once but ſee , that 
zeale of God, wherewith he keepes our ſoules, 
and how ſafely he claſpes them in his hand, 
euen when they thinke , that they are alreadie 
loſt, Some are wont to throw downe a gla(- 
ſe , with ſpeede, to shew , how dexterouſly 
they can receaue a brickle thing in ſafetie, 


which is caſt, though ncuer ſo ſpeedily , from 
on high. And if the glaſſe could feele and 
knowe , it would tremble to fee it ſelf caſt 
downe ſo facre and fo faſt , and to be falling 
towards hard ſtones , where it were likelie to 
be broken , into a hundred pieces. Burt then 
comes to fuccour it , the other hand of him, | 
who threw it downe ; and fo ir is receaued 
without any hurt at all. And thus you who 


fee your ſelf fo drawen even our of yourſelf, 


and 
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| cfaulted with ſack tharpe. 


| | you ace alouer-of his Commaundements, and 
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by ſo fierce paynes, doetr and feare, con- 
ceiuing that you shall be broken all topieces, 
by falling into offences agaiaſt our lord. Burt you | 
muſt knowe and conſider, that ourclord, who | 
hath brought you into this trouble, he himſelf } 
will bring you out : and he, who hides himſelf [ 
a while from you, that you may fuffer , is yer | 
very neare you for your defence, For otherwt- | 
le, you had bene ſwallowed vp ten thouſand | 
| times ouer , by your enemies, Herhrowes you 
| downe, and yet hereceaues and ſaues you from 
falling. He moues the tenipeſt , but yer he iris, 
who keepes you fromdrowning.' For in that; 
, which you feele , it is not you , whodveany 
thing , but you ſuffer it. He who doth it, is the | 
deuill, and he $ball pay for it. 
| God ſtesyour hart perfectly well, and that 


| one, whoabhorxresany thing, which is offenſi- 
| ue to him; I beſeech him to kcepe you , as he. 
| bath done hirherto , for as for- thoſe things; 
| which.che deuill repreſentes ro your minds, te 
not troubled atalltherear, For though ir be full 
| of deformitie , and afflite you-much, yer you 
will not be the worſe for that. Theſe arethings, 
which happen to manie, and not only theſe, to 
which you are ſubie& , bur others alſo which | 
| are incomparably greater, and which ſceme in- 
deede ; to be a verie copie of the rrue-hell;; and} * 
| ofrbat language, which there they holdey, 4 


; 
a 


adi. 
—_— 


K; 
” 
l I 
MP, p q , P j , " 
J» Bos £28 : n o bw £” + < 4 a4 C © 
- 3 A. 7 ? oof ; | F *; 
of & Is oY. Es ” 4 6 
4 - -. | 
: f F Iz 


ond GENSID | 


— 


"Bur not for all this , doth God forfake-his f + Þ. 
. » .. : ; . a4 Sy ; Fee) k TS - : n. A 


ir rb 548: = bab> <2 a3 vt ae "Pp 


' - tas 


: P Sd 


> 6M, 2-5 * - th - 
wp a 4 .. BEE, Ae. EY; aa; BER. * & : 
97 8 P I R T'T V 4 L L © 0 9 0 ** n 
I, | 4 - 4 : f , * - 4 
= RE ; geg Ve - 
FE i m_—_ na 


— 


| ſoules 5 but cuen when all humaine counlell, / 
and poweefailes, then runnes he rowards them: 
with a mightic hand, taking away the cuppe of 
| bitterneſle , euen from their mourhes, and in 
exchapge thereof, he giues them ten thouſand 
comforts. And, the while, a man comes to 
know, that he is weake, by hauing vnderſtood 
his great miſerie through experience. He 
knowes allo , the ſtrength , and malice of his 
enemies, and procures to fly from them, and 
'leanes cloſer vpon God , whome he findes to 
be onely able todeliuer him, our of ſuch bitter | 
pangs as thoſe, And thus, out of his former 
' miſcries , he both fetches light , whereby he 
way eſteeme leſſe of himſelf : and repoſe grea- 
ter confidence in God ; and he learnes to liue 
with greater caution, and reſeruation, hauing 
diſcouered the treacherics and malicious pro- 
ceeding of the denill, And we are not to ac- 
count little of this benefitt becauſe as our true 
life conliſtes in knowing , and louing Almigh- 
tie God : ſo alſoisit a thing of great momenr, 
if inthe ſtrength and vetrue of = ſpirituall 


directions we may  haue ſome knowledge of 


the deuilles wayes. Not to the ende , that we 
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difficulties : becauſe thus the ſouleFowes ro;j | |* 
ayne experience, in the warre , againſt this: 4 
fibrile enemie. And theſe things , and manie: T3 
| others, doth our merciefull lord, draw outof] © }] © 
theſe hard encounters, whereby our aduerfarie' 
pretendes to make ysfall. And ſo we make him * 
looſe, that which he hoped to gaine, and we, | 
putt a ſcorne ypon him: whilſt we profitt , and | a - 
purifye our ſoules, by that verie meanes, which 
he vied, forthe diſaduantage thereof. | 
Aud forasmuch , as you haue offered your | 
ſelf, rothe ſeruice of Chriſt our lord : and are 
| now no longer your owne, ſincethe day , whe- 
rein you were made (o happic ; doe not c6ceiue, 
that this paſtour ef your ſoule , is liable to the | 
faulc of being forgertfull. For if he would for-' 
gett you , he would not call you , nor courte 
you , nor palle ſo ſweete promiſes to you. In | 2cele, 
the day of aduerſitie , ler your minde looke un 43 
back to the day of proſperitic , which formerly | 
you cnioyecd : chat ſo your preſeat condition, 
may not dra you downe, when itis rempered, 
with the memorie of thoſe fauours , which 
were imparted (o youin time paſt. And be ſure 
chat if Chriſt did not loue you, he would not 
haue rayſed you vp, nor giuenyou that Iewell, 
And ſince you know , that you beganne to | 
walke-in this way for his ſake : and that you 
haue deliced to pleaſe him : and that , accor- þ 
Sing tp your frailtic , you haue procured ro do! 
it: lay not fuch a ſpott vpon your honour, as 
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when you r ned in ſeparation , he drew 
you ak - iſe -& Eeved a \weer , & 
meecke ſpiritt into the bowells of your hart; 
| and ſett you out, with his owne marke; to the 
ende that both you might be his, and chat you 
might know your ſelf for ſuch, 

And now, if the infernall woolfe, bane pre- 
ſamed to ſett vpon her , who was ſert forth by 
the maxke of leſus Chriff and who deſired to ſer- 
ue him, doe not wonder at it; for theſe are the 
tryalls of our Faith, and love; to ſee if we will 
be diſmayed, and ſo turne back, There is no 
-true yertue, vnleſle it be tryed; and the tryalls 
| of Faith are dangers, and diſcountenances of 
| God. But cuen then, ifthar faith be pure, and 
fine , not onely it is not diſmayed, but how 
much the more it is vexed, fo much the more 
| ſtrengrhie rakes, and cuen fetches ſociety out 

of ſolicude, For we know, that it is the cuſto- 
me of our Lord, to place hisſeruants, cuen ypon 
the very hornes of the bull, and to hide himſelf, 
when he hath done, to try their faith, And for- 
aſmuch as their ſight , is onely bent vpon the 
goodnefſcof our Lord ; they care not for what 
they feele, norfrom what quarter the winde 
comes; but a confidence is engendred thereby, 
that asthe anker of a ihipp at ſea, doth: xe ir 
ſelf to the carth ; ſo will a faithfull ſoule , lay 
faſt holde'; vpon the Crucifix , and fixe his 
though, and {ay ; Thor, 0 Lord, dyedſt for me , be- 


| fore as burne ; and thou ſought me with the ſor- 
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therefore now forſtke menot/ how diddeft receane, + 
and sbelter bim , who was thine enemie ; ths wilt | 
newer drine him away, who deſires to ſerne thee;, and 5 
whome thou haſt acceyted for thine owne. And in | : 


this faith, you muſt live, and remaine fecure |” 
amongſt, all the waues, andtempeſts, which 
the ſea can ſhew ; though it mayſeeme to you, 
that the ſhipp is cuen linking ; and you muſt 
labour , that ſo your hart may not fayle : leaſt 
elſe our Lord awake, and chide you , as hedid 
his Apoſtles, ſaying : Why feare you o men of Litle, 
faith? whereby you may ſee, how much in car- | 
neſt our Lord is, when he requires vs tobe full 
of courage : lince cuen, when the waues arech- 
rringintothelictleſhippto ſwallow it vp, euen 
| then did he reproach them, becauſe they fea- 
red. And this hedoth, becauſe hewill not allow 
them to be afrayde at all, who embarkethemi- 
ſelues with him, For they goe with the true 
Lord of foules; who is our faithfall helper out 
of the greateſt ſtrayres. 

And now,fince you are one of them, who | 
haue quitt the ſhore , and embarked yourſelf 
with him, by entring vpon his ſeruice ; what 
| can that be, which you ſhould feate: ſince you 
haue walked , anddoe ſoftill, in company of 
| Teſes Chriſt our Lord, Remember, that S.Veter, 

| whilſt hehad f#ith went treading with his feere | 

- | vpon the waters; but as ſoone, as he ſaw the} +? 

-winde ſtiffe , and the waues high , he feared. | 5 

| and then preſently beganne to finke, To gue S 3 
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'vsto vnderſtand, that with a faith, which was 


he began to bedrowned, and heard this word 
fromthe mouth of our Lord : © thou man of litle 
faith, why didft thow doubt? And intheſame man- 
ner doth he ſay to vs, if he ſee ys fearefull of 
any viſible danger whatſocuer, 

And ifour Lord tooke ſuch care to deliuer 
his diſciple from acorporall death : much more 
will he take care, to free you from the death 
of your ſoule: and to ſecure you, that the tem- 
peſt, which is riſen againſt you,may not drow- 
neyou. Onely be you ſure, my good fiſter,thar 
you be not diſmayed, and forſake not the war- 
re:for heere the Crowne is loſt , not becauſe 
men are tempted, but becauſe they either flye, 
or bc ouercome. Offer your felfetoſufferpaine, 
and euen fire, for his honour, whoſufteredſo 
much for you.” And by how much the greater 
your afflitions are, eſteeme themfor ſo much 
the more certaine token, of the loue, which 
paſſes betweene Chriſt our Lord, and you, Be- 
ſeech him, that he will ſtrengthen you, towards 
ſufferance, and not that he will take away your 
afflictions, For it will be a Purgatorieto you, 
whereby you may be wholy purihed , in- the 
fight of God, and the Croſſe of your beloued lord 

will keepe you companic. This Croſſe is that 
| rhing, which all che louers of our Lorddefire, / 
and by meanes thereof, you will remaine like 
| goulde, in the Crufible; ſo: much or the more 
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loue of his beloued. And finceyou are exitred- 


bur conſider, how great things , cue weake 
woemen haue endured for Chriſt our Lord;: 
Some by fire, others by ſcourges, and others by 
hauing had their fleſh rorne from their bones; 
and they held themſclues happy in ſuffering 
for the loue of their Lord. 

' Nowyoualſoſuffer for him. For if you 
would forſake him, your enemics would not 
oo—_ you; but youare paſſed ouer to. Io- 

ue's fide , and therefore doe they moue this 
warre againſt you. And if amongſt men,there 
be want of baſe, and bloudieexecutioners,the 
deuills come,in their place, who are both more 
cruell, & arenot ſo ſoone wearie, as the other; 
and with gratesof iron they torment you; and 
morein the ſoule, then inthe bodie ; and you 


are to eſteemegthat you arc in martyrdomefor 


Do not omitt your deuotions of Confeſ- 

lion, and Communicating, though you ſhould 
| doeit without any great ſenſible appetite, and 
{ though the deuill ſhould ſeeke to hinder it, as 
he is wont to doe, ſo farre as to ſtrike your 
tonguedumbe, fo that you-cannat Confeſle 
your ſinnes,as likewiſe he giues you to beleiue, 
that you haue eaten, at ſuchatymeinthe night, 
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Confider . that cucric louer, is to.endure 
ſomewhat, which-may declare himſelf, for the | - 


into the warre of Loue , do not turne coward; | 


the loze of Chriſt our Lord, ſince you are mar-= | 
| tyrized for his ſervice. 
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that ſo you may not Communicate the mor-. 
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ning ater, Treade that enemie of yours 435 
foote, withalbhiscraft zavdprayto our Lord, 
vponthe Croſſe; and take that Croſſe in your 
companie; and armeyour ſelf therewith z and 
offer your ſelf ſo truly to anie ſtate of ſufferan- 
ce, that if our Lord were pleaſed, that it ſhould 
laſt ypan you all your life , you would yer be 
content therewith, And how much the deeper | 
you ſhall caſt your ſelf into his will , fo mach 
the more ſpeedily, will he relicue you. For he 
driucs not them from him,who ſtriue towards 
him. 

Andremember, that there is no lone without 
griefe;and that weare toenter , into. the kingdome of 
heayen by many tbulations. Where, for one _ 
houre that you may ſee God in bis beauty : 
would chinke twothouſand yeares of thar {| af 
ferance, to which now you are ſubic&t, ro be 
well employed. And ſince God isto carrie you 
chicher, as you haue reaſon to hope he will; be 
'nor cowardlici in /ffering nor tepide in loaime; 
For he , who dyed far you, andcalled you tv 
bimſelf, will nor -2 x you. I beſcech him to 
be your ; comfort, Amen, . 
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A Letter of the Author te a perſon , who was much 
af flifted, for ſeeing thathe profited ſolule in vertne | 
Hee teacbes the difference ,berweene ſelf-loue, & 
the loue of God; and bow be is 10 doe all things, 
for the lone of God , and nothing in conformuy 
w:th (clf-loue. 


T2 peace of our ford Teſs Chriſtremayne 


with you. The roote of all our miſery, is ſelf | 


lone; as on the other fide , rhe lone of God, is the | 


roote of all our felicity ; and fo, as that he whoe 
loues God, meets with nothing, which he can 


properly be ſaid ro ſuffer; (becauſe he ſeekes no- | 


thing bur the will of God , andtherein alone 
doth he'dclight ) ſoehe whoe lowes b1wſelf, finds 
all chings ro beeto hard, and to heauy, for him , 
and he is euer tormented, with the variety, and} 
crouble of accidewts, True tepoſe doth not con- 
liſt in anything, bur in deſiring lirrlefor the lone 


of God, or rather noe onething: and to content | 


himſelf, with any thing for his ſake: to whome 
ye offer, and preſent, as much, as wee forbeare 
todeſire, for the loue of him. And if God will 
vouchſafe, to open our eyes, that ſo, with Dauid 
wee may Confider the wonderfull things of bu lawe, 
wee shal finde, that not onely there is daunge 

hanging over vs; through this felf lee, in thoſe 


things which'are playnely and grollely viſible, | 
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andexteriour: but more, an& much more, euen ! _ 
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in thoſe other things, wherein, many thinke: 


mrny 2, err And if you aske 
mee, what thoſe thingsare , I ſay that they are 
nocother, then vertmes; the peace of ſoule;the king- 
dome of heanen ; yea and cuen our lord himfelf, 
And thus you may ſce, how great our daunger 
is; fince there is daunger, cuen inthat, which is 
ſecurity, and how greatthe miſcheif is of proper, 
and inordinate loue; (ance the ſtinge thereof, thru- 
ſes ic ſelf, into ſuch holy things. Notthar it is 
| ablecomake themill, ( for that it cannot doe ) 
but in regard that by cauling vs to deſire good 
things, as our owne lait end, and for loue of our } 
ſclues, wee make our ſelues ill; ſince wee invert 
| that order , which the love of God preſcribes; 
which is, to loue that, whichis good , and our 
ſclues withall,f or the ſeruice of God, and for his 
loue, and all this in the ſame manner , and with 
the ſame meaſure, which is beſt pleaſing to his, 
Diuine Maicſty, Bus: 
| Theloueof Goddoth nor coafiſt (what ſocuer 
we will needes be ſaying ) inthe defire of much 
vertue, noe nor cucnof God himſelf, if it be in- 
ordinately done, and with exceſle of afflition, as 
wee are wont to deſire otherthings, For ifI be 
| moued for the love of God, to delice any thing, my 
{ maine deſire, rohaucthat thing, muſt bee to ha- 
ueit, if Godwill; and how, and when, andto- 
whar proportion he will, and notto bee 
En ommaed Wade want yy ie | 
will of God may bee accomplishedthough his 
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without vertue - and that I should neuerenter, 
into heauen. I fay though his pleaſure should 
be ſo, for indeede it is not. Bur, attheleaſt, our 
will muſt ſoc be lodged, inthe will of God, as 
that ic may bee prepared , to wil any thing, 
which God would haue vs will , without any 
manner of exception. For if our owne ſelf- lone | 
bee aliue in vs, that miſcheif is ſo much the | | 
wors,and more inward, by how much the ber. - 
rerthe thing is, which wee delire, For , in theſe | 
things, as ſeeming to bee very ſafe,a manis wont 
to exrend his appetite as farre as he liſts. And 
whileſt wee ſay , that wee defire the lowe of God, 
wee are.full of ſelf-lovwe which makes vs deſire 
him, for the lowe of our ſelues , without any rule or 
meaſure ; whereas , it ought to bee, iuſt the 
contrary. - 
I remember ſome Doctours tell mee, that 
Luczſer was the ficſt, whoe commirred this finne; 
and hoy the thing which he deſired, was good 
namely felzcrty, bur that he deſired it not how, | 
nor when , nor in whome, nor for whome,it 
was fitt that he should haue deſired it, but with 
an vnbridled appetite, which aymedat his ow- 
ne private good, as any couetous wretch, might 
deſire much pelfe , or any ambitious man much | 
honour,Certainely,ifthe ends and rootes of our 
defiring,6ne and the ſame thing be different, - | 
the thing ir (elf which is marerialy defired, falles | 
out after a ſorte not tq be the ſame. But rather þ 
( as I fayd before ) the better the thing ie ſelf is, 
|the more daungerous is the inordinatedefire | 
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| x Cn For there i is not chin work, then for a 
man to delice any thing, ashis owne loft end, for 
the lone of bimſelf et laft end is that ſenerargne | 
Good of Goods, which is God, whoe ought to bee 
the ayme,and end of all our deſires. And now, if 
any Should ſay.( by not vnderſtanding well, 
what I ra) ) By. I ſeeme to teach, that wee 
mult nor be feruent, in defzring to become more, 

| and more vertuous; ; but that wee muſt as well 
leaucall toGod, which belong to the ſoule, as 
that which concernes the body: my anſwere is. 
That asin theſeexteriour things, wee muſt bee 
diligent, but not afflit our ſelues withexceſfle of 

| care, and anguish, but muſt putr our ſelues who- 
ly,into the hands of God, and cake with patien- 

| ce whatſocuer comes : ſoin thoſe things, which 
 importethe ſoule, wee muſt be ſure, to be mo- 
rediligent : but yet witch condition, that if not- | 
withſtanding our diligence, wee cannot haue | 
all ivee would, wee ws not ſuffer our ſelues to 
growe impatient, For that would be a worſe 
fault, then the former, which gaue vs ſoe much 
crouble. But wee muſt conforme our ſelues 
wholy,tothe will of God ; ro whome humi- 
[ lity , and patience fn the midft of our frail- | 
ties , is more pleaſing , then a proud deno- 
tion , and complacence , in the ſtrength 

| which wee concezne our ſclues to haue. 

Andif wee cannot obtayne ar the hands of 
God, that wee may liue without faults : yet 
letr hes reader him moſt humble thankes , for 
hauing given vs the knowledpe of them. For | 
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[was perhaps any otherrhing , the perdition of | 


thar proud Phariſce, butthecotentment, which. 
he tooke, in his owne goad workes 2 And did 
any thing ſaue the Publicane, but the know- 
ledge which hee had , of hig ill deedes; and the 
diſpleaſur which he conceiued againſt himſelf 
for them,defiring mercy of our Lord 2 Itisnor 
the caſe of cuery one, to conſerue humility , in 
the middeſt of great yertues; but there be very 


faultes. And therefore, though the former of 
theſe two wayes , be higher : yet the later is 
ſafer. All which is diſpenſed by our God, who 
is of ſoueraigne wiſedoine, and who guides vs 
by ſeuerall wayes, to the ſame end, which is | 
mm/ſelf, And though wee be neuer ſo couctous, 
mee thinks this aughtto ſtay our ſtomach with 
a ſufhiciency of comfort ; that wee may hopeto 
gocto heauen ; whether it be, withthe height, 
and perfe&ion of vertue,as ſome goe: or by the 
knowledgeof what we want,and doeing pen- 
nance forthe ſame, as many others doe, 

But notwithſtanding all this, wee muſt not 
forbeare to imitate the beſt wee ſee ; ſince 
our. Lord hath giuen vs a deſire thereof : and 
lince an account is to be demaunded of ys, 
if wee doe it not. Wee muſt therefore deſire, 
to be better , (ſoc that yer withall wee looſe 
not our inward peace ) though wee obtayne 
not all wee deſfire.. For otherwiſe, I doe nor 
thinke that euer there was aman, inthe world 


tew , whoeare not diſguſted with their owne 


(Jeauing him onely alide , whome every | 
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| body knowes ) who-4 fired not to be berrer, 
then he was; bur yer ire 
| peace from them , becauſe they deſired no- 
thing out of any particular appetite , which 


—- 
, , 
- - oY 


for the loueof God, with whoes diitriburion, 
and portion , they would be well content, 
though he gaue them lefle; efteeming that to 
bee true ioue , which contents it ſelf with 
what he giues ; more then to deſire to haue 
much ; though ſelf-lowe tell vs, that wee deſire 
| it, but for the ſeruice of Almighty God. 

And for my part I beleiue, that there is 
noe peace to be had in this world; but by pa- 
tience, Nor doeI thinke; that it is true patien- 
ce, whenaman is content to beare, with his 
neighbours ; if withall , he be not content to 
beare with himſelf. Not totheend , that he 
muſt fayle to puniſh, and to mend his faultes; 
but that his hart may not be deieRted, and he 
ynreaſonably afflicted ; and that whatſocuer 


| content, borh within , and without ; but ſoe 

that yet withall ( as I was ſaying ) he ſtill doe | 
his diligences, to mend himſelf, W hich yer if 
he ſhould not wholy doe, it is better that he 

bee ſorry for it, and that inſtantly he riſe vp, 

with new alacrity ; which vſes to encreaſe, a 


ceies himſelf to lament his faultes, for the lone 


' | of Ged, be ſhould indeed diſpleaſe the ſame Ged, 


neuer confeſſes that it hath enough; but onely . 


double our ſtrength; then that, whileſt he con- 
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by ſeruing bim with aſowre kind of bart, and 
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happen, hee may bee kble to keepe. himſelf | 
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trouble for it is the moſt certaine title to hea- : 
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with falletiwings,and ſuch other braunghes as 
+ roriſe frontehioudih,” Lerche Colilubor 
be that, which S. Pasl deliuers, Ler vs t 
prayer , in all things , gining thanks to God, and ſde- 
wee sball be ſure to doe well} Our Lord leſws bee 
with you, and with vs all. Amen. | 


A Letter to 4 Cauallier hi freind whe- 
rein he teacheth how the affiifions 


which God ſendes to hut ſeruants 


are to put good men in hope 
and wicked men in feare, 


Hankes be giuento Chriſt our lord for ha- [ 


uing made you a partaker of paine and 


uen which can be had vpon earth : ſince it doth 
enable vs to be like our lord who deſcended 
from heauen to giue vx light that we might loue 
im,and ſtrength by his example, and grace by 

is merites, Let not the diſpenſation of the wor- | 
kes of God ſeeme cruelty in your ſight : for as 
the rewarde which he giues is not light ſoe 
neirher muſt the ons, - light wheedy it is 
to be obtained; Nor is there any thing further 
of from being a matter of toyes or ieſt then'that 
which our lord hath prepared for ſuch as lone bim. 
Now tothe end that this may be knowen and 
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|feare, And on' the one lide the mercy of Godis 


. mene as it did in S. Mary Magdalen and ſome | 


cnioy i6-may be foe treated) a5 he w 
the worldmay | {ti 


thar by living in: 
. - Ourlord gives adurſe co his ſeruants, and 
| hethrearens ſuch as will needes be ſtrangers to! 
him. For tothe former ſocte of men he ſaith that] 
rhey muſt chinke highly of his rewarde : ſince 
he will not giue it but vpon high tearmes, And 
as for theſe other he askes/ them how they 
thinke'to eſcape the rigourof his handes , they 
who ate his enemies : {1nce euen his children be 
trictly treated who are yer elected for {oc great 
a ue If we caſt our eyes towardes this beame 
of rigour and iuſtice which are the afflitions | 
{whereof we now ſpeak, we Shall finde that they 
contcyne greate occaſions both of hope and 


they are toenioy thargreat | 


mucH glorified thereby and his iuſtice on the 
other.” Let trouble expect ro finde repoſe and ler 
him feare affliction hereafter who doth nor feele 
it now. For ſince in any man how iuſt ſoeuer 
he be there are many thinges: which may de-, 
ſeruepunishment chough norin hell: ( andebis | 
punishment-is ro-be perſonally indured if itbe | 
not purged with ſoe great an exceſle of loue as | 
har the contrivion-may ſtand for the punish- | 


þ 


others ):1t is plaine that cytherheere or in purga- 
tory they miſt paſſe through fire And though' 
they who findenot inthemfelues ſoc great love. 


of God as to cauſe this-orcife which mov ſtanc. 
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when men oe that Godis offended doth cauſe 
greater greife thenthar to which youare ſubieR; 
| And that truth is ſcene by this then whes one 


you ſuffer ſoe that he might be free from thar 
which he feeles for the Ga which are cotn= 

mieted a y; 

wonder {ince there areperſons who cuen tofree 

you from the paine wherein you are would in- 


proofe that the loue which one beares eo ano- 
ther puts him to moretrouble then the paine it. 
ſelfe would doe which the other feeles : thatif 


not be riddof your owne paine if it were ypon 
condition thatthe other muſt indure it for yow; 
which proues as 1 was ſaying that it would 
trouble you more in the perſonne of that other 
then in your owne. 

| Now if the loue of a creature canreach foe 
farte, how nach nioce will the loue of the crea» 
tour be able rodse, it being infuſed by the moſt 
oy ſpiricr ofour lord which farre cs all | 
rce. Aridthus it growesto be molt cers | 
raine truch thateyther in this fashion or inthat 
thereis voe meancs tocſcape fromſuffering be: | , 
boo fee hk. 3 And dzellbim who f 


| loues God greatly he coat be pled of the paine | 


your ſelfe toue another very much , you would | 


PR. rear lone of Godeventiwere cnegtrh | - 


ainſt God, And at this wee muſt nor | 


dure themſclues. And this alſo may ſerue fora | 
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have anend,, 2 


gell; and lett bjncomplaine againRi 
reaſon whichdoe ablutely require that yertue 
muſt be obtained with labour and the reward | 
muſt correſpond withthe vertue; 

Burt who. 0 lord whoshall cuer preſume to 
c6plazae of thee avifthoudid(t creat them with 
rigourzſince inſtantly thou ſtoppeſt theic mou- 
thes with Shewing that thou ſoloued the world 
' asx0.giue thy ongly begotten ſoune, to the end 
that in the ſtrepgth of thele afflitions and ſor- 


| rowes anddeath which they chargedypon him, 


the world might eſcape the rtorinents of hell 
and might criuroph in heauen, W hol ſay o lord 
willprce ſume ro complaine when le $shall ſeethy 
| beſt belouedfreindes to be (pe ſeyerely bandes- | 
led, and obſerue that in thy court it is bard to 
ſay which of theſe two haue the pre-eminence 
eyther afflictions or fauours; andgbat ir was (aid 
by thy commaundement to one of thy fauouri- 


| tes. Bucauſe chou wert accepted by God 41 was nece(ſe= | 


17 that temptation sbould try thee. 
| Doc notpermitr your heart to linke vnder 
| your crolles but remember that heretofore you 
| = deſired rodoe and {uffer {omew hat for the 


| | lout of God Gad us no: deaſe to the defires-of our 


 hartes. He bathgiuen that which he kacw kr 
beſt for you; addif you thinke is-heauy confide* 


char. be who ſendes ic, will giue you shoulders: 
\Wherewith.to beare it. That which afflictes will 
| nd that which giues repoſe will 
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lucceed% but the lacey will goebe like zi tore. 
mer, bu: incomperably_grearer 5 if youre 
me that you will renounce this later vpon coll | 
dition that you may not endure the former, it is 

not well ſaid nor doth ic become a noble minde 
which deſires, more to ſee it ſelfein difficulty & 


idle and without exerciſe, Nor is irfitt that 
who haue caried ſoe much courage in your 
| through theſe warres of the Emperourshould 
hauc it faintely affected inthe warre of Gad; Vie 
demaund not of you heere that you should con» 
duRa whole army like ſome Captainegenerall 
bur onely that you traile your pike well & giue 
a good account of your perſ6ne, & of the LJ 
where you are put. Benor a coward in the leffe 
occafion whoe are {oc valiant inthe greater, 
Pur your ſelfe yholy into the paſſion of our 
lord and learne thereby how much he endured 
and how great louc he bore toyou; fince being 
able to redeeme you by. other meanes yet he 
would not doc it but vpon the price of his, ex» 
 ceſliue paines and ſorrowes. And ſocitcomesto 


alle that as he in one hower did more loue his, 
4 


there was not in the whole lines of them allgo 
*befound ceyther any lone or any greifelike his; , 

Straine your ſclfeto a delice of enduring fome+. 
| what for him, Be nor a (}aue fince he loues you; 


trouble for the obtaining of vertue then co be | 
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father then all mankinde put togeather inall | 
their lives, ſoc in one hower did he paſſe through | 
more bicter ſorrowes then all mankinde; and ]' 
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his fone: heco you . Lone your fa- 
our ard gine your ſelfe 
co Gol. Say to him I will follow thee though be by 
the way of ſorrow I will preſent thee with this faffe- 
ring. I will not gine thee any thing of little value; but 
| cofl me my blood, that foe thou mayeft 
tw meas thou didf} to Abraham \Quis feciſh banc rem 
 & non peperciſfii pnigenits tuo proprer me &c.Now if 
'God 5.5 ah foe well hats man giue hisſonne 
;for the lone of God how much reaſon isit that 
{mawsbould be very grarcfull co god forthe gi- 
fuing ofhis fonge for man, And he onely is 10- 
;deede thankefull for the benefict who in re- 
nce thereof giues his owne ſonne to god); 
ly chat thing which bis hart would moſt | 
troubled to leaue and this becaufe God will { 
it foe, 
| Conſider the true Originall of loue which God | 
:did beare you, bur ler it be with fetching this re- 
'folurion from thence that as they drew blood: 
from him & gaue ſorrowes'to = he may give 
themtoyou ; and as hy guns paine foc he 
may giue paineto you. For Ettbis if if ſoc you 
.shall anſwere to the ſorrowes of God withyour 
forrowes be will anſwereto thoſe forrowes of | 
yours with ſucha reward asshal make you eſte- 
eme nag?” wb Ss g endured chem. 
h belciue not this yet faith 

Kc dre tree & you mult fing.. Leteti 
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A Leney of the 4utber 1 bly Feit mah 
written in 4 time when sbe ws ſubiefs th 
perturbations., and perſecution , «bout 4 backt 
which he was wisbed to public. He declares 
how zhe is to cary ber ſelfe in ſpitituall things;\and 
which s the ſaſeſt way , how ayer $6 920626 
to vſe that gift of Prayer, which thebad, - 

Vs 4 Favre 

py by ce-and peaceof Teſus Chriſt ow 

| Lord be cuer with you; Whenl acc 

| |toread that bookeof yours, which'was ſen 

me ; it was not ſoe much our-of any op! 

that I was able to judge, of theferhings, whie 

| are conteyned therein; as becauſe I thou | 

| that, with the fauour of our lord , ray Telfe 

mighr-profirt, by them. And I thanke Chriſt, 
that althoughteI hanenot read it with thar're- 
poſe, which had beene firt; yer was comfor- 
red thereby ; & may alſoe be benefitted other- 
wiſe, if the fault be not mine owne. And+ruly, 
| though I mighereceiuc comfort by reading it, 
withourt'refleQing vpon ic otherwiſe: Yebths 

'thinkes, theteſpeR I owe bothro the matter 

it ſelfe, us alſorothe perfon who commetideg 

it vnto me, defpenſes nor with me , in forbea« 
ring to ſay ſome part of whar 1 thinke thereof? 
at leaſt, in generall tearmes, 

++'The booke is not fitr, rocome Inca che hawks 

2 Coma. For- the words muſt be reformed |- 


q. | 


l -+ - 
* 
G " - 
« . © £ 


Me 


IT 


CEN * bazef. 
- vw & 


AB Is 07 ig Wt AS, ay wa -—- g «4 - 
hn y 
- 
T, 


A eo ey 


_ #. Ms 8 - l .» "td * x F : s $ 
y, . - Ny o . -. = 
what, > n—nmd tb, 0 renee ne 6 A 
o 
% 


I +, 


» has 
xe ft 
4X. 
[2 


_ 4 
+> 


* # " . 
he Fo — — 
, ; TY .£ %— «8 


IS II - 4 


w hich would not be foe, if th 


& 


Tome pare 
ſome things 


iſe, orthe moſt of them, I haue- noted downe, 


and I'will putt them into order, asſoone as I 
can;; & I ſhall eafily finde meanesto ſend them 


| r0;.yo8.” For it youſaw my infirmities accom- 


panied with my other neceſlary imployements; 
I beleive they wouierather wtbue you to com- 
paſſion, then ro"any accuſation of me for pe- 
gligence.' _ > 

-1;:The dofrine of your prayes,for the moſt part | 
isgood:and.youw may very ſafely beleiueit; and 


# 


practiſe it, and'in your Reptes, I finde theſe 6 


which true-Raptes baue;: + x 


ol 


he way of God's teaching aſoule, without 


” 


]the vſc of the imagination, and without cyther 


neriour, or exteriour wordes, is very lafe; 1 finde 
nothing therejn, wherat ro ſtumble : and-'S. 
Auguſtine ſpeakes well of it. | 
Thoſe enteriour and exterionr Wordes , hauc 
deceiued many in our times : and the exterionr 


| | arethe leſſe ſafe of the two, Todiſcerne, that 


they proceede notfrom our owne ſpiritr is an | 


| eaſy matter : but to finde whether they _ | 


from a good ſpirit, or from abad is more 
Men giue many rules , whereby to know if 
they bee of our Lord : and'one of themis' , if 


: neceflity : Or if a man profier much by 


they be ſpoken in ſome time of great ſpirituall 


them, 
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is in reinr 


endenbriy pop 
var man; witl not ſpeake a'word which is. 


NG, And conliderin 
reg ing _ mulſt bc agreable to 


| Tem of 6pini6n' that theſe wordes, which are. 
mentioned i-your booke, onthy my 


C of them are of-God, 


| ndeiavy :Lotccerporall; viſtens whereof you 


they come withoge-bely #+lired ,; 
| you auoyd thei; as muckiaxyoucau. a8 
'f 0 nagar, -that he will not ſuffer ws.j1 

-| walke by theway. of feeingy butas for the 


| keepecieforbrauen; and thatheere, he witlbe 


| pleaſed by y theplaine way , as be 
doth his freindess And by gems. 


| meanes, yay oh IGM oye, 
: chinges. hav #2, 2464, 


laſt and- ft the ſoule reape-profite. by them: ue 
'F the fight rhereof induceitnot ro wc; os 
] co increafeof humility if that-which-r rr oe 
be agreablets thedofrindefrhe Church 1 ps a2 
| eGtinue any long time and with that interiour 


md 


| felr, then declared; ;by ehis time me thinkes, I 


| baker aye weight ; mucti-defſe will char be | 


| hoty NS, rd arr * Church: | 


That, whereof there is more Joubt a the | 
oy Theſemuſt ininoe caſe be defired; and 


| Fehr of hifiſeife;and of his Saints, that he we | 
Bur yes, aetlen all thisis PUrey if rhe- viſas! | 


{| Kinde of fatisfation , which may better bee{ 
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| not 

| love, and evedues, itis noemeruaile, if ome 
ſoulesreceiue ſach cxceſlesof loue, as 
ble others who voderſtand-them nor. And 


x - -- r 7 4 EY 


By ae. ſuckthinges inthe world, yet the parti- 


roceeding; which God houldes 
born whome Bu n Þ will : this1 fay , vnleſſe i be 


oO” RGA 
—_—— 


Shar degram's point, it"arriues, 1 haue ſcene” 
\loue of our ford God zowardes his creatures, 


ceiving thoſe fauours, they cinot thinks 
God will doethart to others, 'which they 
{| him nor to doe towardes them, And thoughir 
were reaſon', that euen becauſe it is an aft of 
| lone and ſgch lame, as caſtes ys into admiration, 
ir-ſhould beraken for a figne why to thinke 
[it wereof God;(lince he is wonderfull in all 
{his workes andemuch. more in'rhoſe of his, 
ray hm from thenee fetch they reaſvns why 
He eabcteine themn > A whenee 
ſhould ferchreaſons to deleiuethern ; : pro. 
rr aliwvayes that there be a concurrence of 


other circunaſigees, which ſhew that ther 
COOL i pn, "= 


— 


_ 


TI mos The band of Tk wal 
trou- | | 
rhough men may vnderſtand by faith, that the- |- 


| rape of rhis'amorous \, and more| 


poſlciled z 4 man cannor well znderſtand , to. [ 
| tmanyſcandalived at the bevoicall aftes of the | 
| Andbecauſerhemſclucs arevesy fatre fromh re-! 


I 


is... DAM. 


| 


| haue profitted your foule , and eſpecially th 
haue made you know your owne Taiferic , nd 
faultes, and enabled you-to mend them I finde 
chat they baue laſted 16g, & tharteuerthey haue | 
-beene with ſpirituall profict. They incite you/4 
to the loue of God, ro on c6rempt of yourſelf, 
andtothe docing of pennance. I ſee-noc redon ,| 
.why I ſhould condemne them, butTincine to 
thinke that they are right. Bur yer-uerwith 
| this condition, that you vſe grear<aution, and 
that you goc not with entire confidence, eſpe- 
cially if that which happens benot vſuall with 
| you, or when itrequires you to doe any parti- 
| cular thing, whjcls not veryplaine, but ſub- 
je& ro ſome queſtion. In all theſe caſes, & the 
like , you mult ſu{pend your beleife , and in- 
{ſtancly aske counſell. ES 

'  Ialſothinke good to lett you know, that, * 
though rheſe thinges be of God , yettheenemy 
may mingleſomewhat with them;& therefore 
you muſt neyer be withoutcare&-fearein ſuch 
thinges as theſe. And you muſt: further know 
that though they be of God you muſt not yer 
refle&t vpon them with too much eſtimation . 
becauſe ſanctity .conliſts nor intheſe thinges, | 
"bat 1n4be bumble loue of God , and your neighbour, 
2 And asfor theſe others , rhey-arego befeardd, | 
: | cuen when they are right ; 4ndyou mult paſſe 
F fromthe thoughe thereof, torheprocuring of 
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| 6  PIS, 
lord. You mpſtalſoe be ſure not to adoreany at 
choſe »0n5,, but onely adoxe Chritt our Lord 
in beaven or inthe Sacrament. Andif it bea wiſfon 
of any San, you mult lift _ heart to hea- 
[uen,& to that which is repreſented in yourime- 
ginwen ; and you neede noe more, but char gor 
image may{crug to cary you vp to that wihic 
is repreſented by it, | 

I mutt alſoetell you, that theſe thingescGtey- 
ned in this booke , happen to many others.jn 
| theſe times; and this, with great certainty that: 
they are from God ; whoſe hand us not shortened,to 
doe that now, which he did in former ages ; & 
this in the weaker ſorrte of vellalls that ſoe he 
may be glorihed the more, | 

Goeyouon,in your way: but ſoe as that you 

bee eucr in feare of theeues; and that (till yau 
-|beasking , it the way be right. And giue thakes! 
+| to our Lord , for that he Path beſtowed ypon 
you, the loue of him , and the knowledge/gf 
your ſelfg;and a loue of pennance, and of the 
Croſſe. And as for thoſe other thinges make.nag 
very high account thereof; though yer onthe 
other lide, you mult not deſpiſe them , becadſe 
they are lignes which ſhew, that many of them 
are ſent by our lord; and euen they which are; 
not, cavnot hurt you, if you aske counfaule. 
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| beene able to write this by any ftrengehof mis! 
ne;forl hape none ar all; but your prayer hath: 
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| done it, I beſcech you even for the loue of 
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I know not how tobelciue, that] haue' | 
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our lord leſws Chriſt, to laye it as 2 charge | 
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> Bet | 5 by | X 
| hisword ode will fulfice 
| for the bbliging you , to doe- what I defire. 
| AndnowT beg leaue of you,thatT may end this 
letter, fince I am vnder promiſe to goe write 
another. leſs be glorificd by all ,and in all. 

Amen, | 


CRCRCAQRR RN RCRCRCREREREPERERE 
1'A Letrer written to a Lady, encouraging 
her to beare with patience , the afflt- 
ions which were ſent her, 


L, by our lord. 


| 
| Adam, IT would fayne aske your Jady- 
Max. whar' kinde of caſte the fruites of 
the Croſſe carry with them, ſince you are feeding 
1fo #boundantly thereon. Our lord'fayd thus, 
' [1 will thhmb vp to the Palthe tree, and gather the fruit 
thereof: and it Ro i reopnd taken ow 
Tadyship by the hand”, anddrawne you vp wi 
ime end, that if ecterifort yiip rote 
{vp-with him by contemplation., ro conſider 
ſhow he gon nk * he is now wo 
Jeonrehr , thar you onely accompany him , 
[hauiny pos of his paynes gbut he i 
| ne ESI 
 IBebea wirneſſe by exverience, of rhat which 
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| by chinking that God is in love with fooleryes | 


4 


| .. Idareconfiden ly fay, char hatf* hap= | 
py , which ſtandes at the foote of che Croſſe of | 
| che Somne, in ſociety with the Mother of God, 
whofed art the ſame table: and was ſuffering | 
rorment , yea and was cuecn crucifyed in her 
ſonle wich him, For there is not a more accepta- 
ble thing in the eyes of the Father, then to-be-"| 
hould his Sonne, and to ſee them who accom- Þ 
pany the ſame Sore, in the imitation of his af- | 
flition and Croſſe. Let noe man deceiue himſelfe, |' 


andconceytes; or that cuery abſurd idle fellow |; 
Shall caigne with him, in his kingdome. The} 
fauour of God, is reſerued for ſuch as loue tri-" 
bulation. No man shall raigne with him, bue | 
ſuch a one as is Erucifyed : That , in fine the'} 
world may know , that forasmuch as he ſertes 
that king dome at ſohigha rate, it is no ordina= | 
ry place, bur moſt aboundane intreaſures, and | 
dehghrs ; ſince God himfelfe is the glory the- 
reed. and thar they may reſolue with freshcou- | 
rage, todeſpiſe all travfirory guſt , and co en-f 
duce all kinde of Croſſes. 
How would your ladyship haue our lord 
ede rowardes you, but fo a hee is wont; 
and'wilt be ſure to proceede, with his > | 
Children 2 What wonld you hauehim doe, but" 


treate you as his Father created him? As my Fas Þ Tobn, | 
they lowed mee , ſo doe I lone you , ſaith our lord. Þ 25+ 
And now, if any man will make a pawſe, to || 
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F270. SPIRITYVALE - Epiza, |* 
ſuch a Sonzr, he will patientl cadure dure his owne | 
condition', how Fe eb it may ſecme. 
Madam , haue foe yett a while , for this 
| rempelt will paſte, & you will rejoyce , that you 
had ic, to paſſe chrough. Bow .downe that necke- | 
of yours, to the will of your heavenly Farther; 

for ſo did Leſs Cbrift our lord, when they yafled 

that rope ouecr his head, wiiich cuen flea his 

\necke, and hee, the while, held his peace, borh 

wich his harte, and with his congue, through 

the obedience which he carryed to his Father. 

What doth-that hard halter, vpon ſodelicate a 

necke: and that heauy crojſe, vpon thoſe wea- 

ke, and weary Shoulders , holes to vs ; but 

that wee muſt bee obedicnt in ſuffering aMli- 

| Etions, though they should eucndefeate vs, and 

pluck our very hattes out of our badyes? 

It is not juſt nor fitt, tliat your ladyship should 
take vpon you todiſpole of your owne lice, and 
to chooſe , & ſay, This I will, and that other, 1 | 
wall not, dve-or bane; lince you baue offered vp 
your ſelfe{ooften, asthe true ſlaue of ourlord, } 
ro the accomplishment of euery inclination of 
his holy will. For ic is againſt all reaſon , that | 
now you $hould vnſay-that in your affliction, 
| which formerly you affirmed in time of peace, 
muſt you be l:kethar counterfected kinde 

tef.freind , who in time of proſperity , is wont 

to make many offers , but when they would 

bring him to performance, he vnſayes hinſelfe, 

| WW &t be 0 thems, ſaythihe ſcripture , who havt 
loft their [ufferance;- imploying ſuch perſons, as. 
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when they are ſecking remedy at bis handes 


feyth , why are you afrayd, 
GEV + ba 6g 


ger bearctheix burdens. 
Madam , The luft man lives by fayth, and our lord 
requires 10 be expefted , though he flay; for in fine , be 
promiſes that he will come. Burt if a man haue a 
clocke , which goeth too faſt, and if the time 
ſceme too longe, before God giue the remedy, 
chat muſt then be ſayd to him, which is in Eſay: 
He who belewes , letr him not be too baſty ; but, lets 
him place bis felicuy in longanimity.as S Peter ſayth, 

' Madam , our lord will come and comfort 
you. The ſea is all in tumult, and the waues 
will needes drowne the ship:and our lord is-in a 


profound ſleepe, like one who throwes aſtone, 


andchen hides his hand: or who ſtrikes, & flyes . 
It is he , who tayſ(edrhe tempeſt, & then inſtan» 


tly layd-him(elfe to (leepe. It is he and no other, 
who hath.deſigned your ladyshipto theſe tribu- 
lations, It is he who afflictes, and woundes, and 
without him nothing can bedone, And he who 
hath knowne ſo well, how to ſtrike, and hath 
beene ſodiligentto affliRt, is now fallena þ 
and the more they begg comfort of him, the 
more he doth ſometimes encreaſe diſcomfort, 
And yer, notwithſtanding all this, he will have 


vs Op 2 lively fayth , which , in all theſe 
miſer 


ies, muſt nor fayle vs. Andif wee haue not 


chis fayth , wee shall-be ſure, that when he wa» 
lt he will reprone vs, and fay , O men of little 


«nh. 
8, 


our Lord willenn.at th ro! [ 
may enable vs to ts in waa bow = ; 
how well tryed, and palſed cuen through the | 
very fire, For aschaſlity is tryed by the remp- 
rations which are contrary thereunto ; as hu- 
mility is tryed by diſhonours; patience by af- 
flictions ; and charity by rendring good for 
-euull; fois faith and confidence; made tuident; 
| whenGod ſendes ſuch aduerlities, as tnay ſeeme 
to. putt men in a manner, euen out of their | 
| witts ; and when he, the while hides himſelfe, 
and ſcemes to add to them ſornuch the more, 
{as he is the more deſired todiminith them. 

' » Even by this pace wee muſt paſſe, if wee 

will he are chis worde from our Lord's mouth, | 
| GO. womau great is thy far, In this match of 
 wraſtling, muſt wee ouercome , if wee will 
pretend to the name, andcrowne'o ſuch ; as 
are perfectly , and cruly Fairhfull, And wee 
nad accept of ſcourges, which. may flice vs 
cuen to the yeryſoule ; and yet wee mult be- 
leine thatthey arc embracements of great, and 
tender lone. 

In this which exteriourly may ſceme to be 
- wrath of God, wee muſt belciue his diyine 
harte, to be moſt peaceable , and his bowells 
moſt paternall towards vs; nor mult wee ar-' | 
gue according tothe feeling of fleſh & bloud; | 


aut according ro faith, which ouercomes and 
;fooles all ſuch diſcourſe. This , Madam ,is-| 
; the ts of the Creſſe.. which makes xy 


ſoule , with shuct eyes , ſubmict ic ſelfero the | 
confiding ia him , it growes wiſebeyo 
wiſedome of the whole world. -For let: him 

who delires to know , and pleaſe God-, nor ; 
rayſe his eyes, burlct him thera , with hu- 

milicy , and not lifre his indgments.: and that 
man $hall arriue to true knowledpe : and whall- 


.towardes his ſeruants : and doth then endue 
rhew with the _ bleſſings , whentothe 


eyes of fleshand bloud, hee may ſeeme moſt to 
| haue forſaken chem, 


hach ſung this ſong, My beloned to mee, and I to 
biw, But it is now , that you should eſpecially 
| finge it ; for theſe delicate warbling notes, are 
belt vicd in theſe tunes of trouble, Your be» 


looke you alſo ypon him, and confide, in ſuch 
a taker of care, He is your Father, though he 
ſcourge you : be you his daughter, in Co 
his correQtion , with obedience and gininy 

| thanks. And if you be in much payne, whilſt 
you fecle the ſcourge , let it be tempered, by 
confidering the hand from whence it comts, 
your beloued he is : and he loues you more, 
then he is beloued by you. He correRts you 
| with loue ; & doe you alforeceiue it with loue, 


nd-che-| 


[ loued lookes vpon you, and takes care of you: | 


finde thar our lord of power, isencitely py 4 


It is now long agoe , ſince your ladyship | 


thar ſo you may anſwere our lord inthe ſhame | 


tune, wherein he m— He hath a mindeto 
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purify you by fire: do not fly of from the Cru< 
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294  SPIRTTVALL! Ep 24. [* 
| - ſyble , whatſocuer payne iemaypuryou to, For 
Ds beer dqounTae WIG eh wade 
of earth, which 1s'ones owne will, and withall 
to bee broken in pieces'; then to be whole * 
otherwiſe, | | 
Sing youthus to our lord, Thou haft tryed my. 
hart and thou haſt viſited mee by night; thou haſt exa- 
mined mee with fire and thou haſt not found wicked- 
nes in mee, For thus doth God purify his elec; 
andhe who is not proued , and purifyed thus, 
isnoeSonne, and shall be noe heire of his. And 
for as much as it is now foe long a time , lince 
your ladyship hath ſoe fayre euidence , that | 
you are borne to inherirt; procure you to pay 
with readines, that rence charge , which is layd' 
' ypon your land. This inheritance is very rich 
and glorious, but the heires thereof muſt ſuffer 
much tribulation'in this world, They are to be 
vntyed, andtaken of from the Croſſe heere, when 
they goe vp to raigne there : and men muſt not 
think of gocing from one pleaſure, ro another. 
The bulls which are of a generous kind goe all” 
darted , and wounded , out of the Place ; but 
ſuch as are baſe and cowardly , retourne home, 
in whole skinnes.Iuft ſoc is the good Chrittian, 
| who is to be pierced on all-fides, And when 
tyrants, and executioners are wanting , they 
| Shall have enough to ſuffer , in theyre owne 
houſes, by theyre children, cheyre huſbands, 
and theyre freyndes , who will 'by certayne 
{weete, and and ſmooth wayes, rorment them 
worſe then thoſe others. | 
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It is moſt cercaine , that to fee one (| 
whome wee loue y is a very koifeat-our bares: | 
and loue is our executioner ; and the more loue 1 
there is, oe much istheexecutionermiore cruell. || c- 
Butt yer lert'vs not rurne away our face from || 4.4 
 himz. For this lowe, was the , executioner of Leſ#- 
Chrift our lord , which putt him to more payne, | 
then all thoſe vitble executioners; and this was |: 
the executioner of his bleſſed Mother aloe, 
and of as many <clec, as God hath had, I would 
hauc your ladyship prepare your headto be cutt 

of, and your harte to be tormented by thisexe:; 
Eutioner ; and you muſt procure to fight ſhou- | 
tely, in the preſence of God, andof all his cz- | | 
-leſtiall court, ſince ſuchan excellenre Crowne | 
of glory is prepared for you. Our lord., who 
ſends you this tribulation ; knowes the time: | 
which is moſt fitt for comforte ; and hee will 
 prouide itfor you, when it shall be beſt, Inthe | 
 meanetime I beſcech him to giue your ladyship' | 
| patience, and to remayne with you for eues, 
| Amen, 
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LIRA EXIT 2 


' M Letter of the Amtheur to 4 Religious woman, 


who was" bis gheftily childe. Of themeycy which |. 


God shewes #0 anch a2 be calles to Religion , and 
of the exercices and obligation of 6 eligious 
woman, 


| S2RYANT oF Itsvs CnnaistT 


[ Have beene thinking ſometimes, whither 
\owr lord might noterethis haue taken you out 
| [ofthislife, rogiue you the fruition of himſcife, 
'Forto be alive and to remaine ſoc long witkour 
letting meknow how your ſoule dorh, ſeemes 
tome a kindof i zocredible: thing. Though yet it 
betrue , chat our lord ſome times, giues a ſoule 
fox great feeling of himſelfe , that it remem- 
bers nothing els becauſe ir is whol y employed 
vpon him, who is «ll hinges. [beſeech his good; 
nes, that this may haue beene che cauſe of your 


ne, burgreatly reioyce. For what other thing, 
canl foe well defirefor your ſoule,which in our 
lord, I loue; as to ſeeir all employed, in loving, 
atid in being beloyed by him, This is the end, of 
all the paines which he hath taken with your 
| ſoule, and ofall the fauours which be hath be- 


towed vpon i 


| Tell me, O ſpouſe of Chriſt our lord, how 


| Gente. For then, I shall not onely,nor complay-: | 


| 


ru. 


__! youdoe. Doe you loue him much, and doe you | 
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"Thould him faft, in your boſome # 15s your he 
| Heuen wounded, with the care you have, to kee 
him content; and to ſee ke his holy will, rhough! 
it be in contradiction of your owne? For though! 
the loue of our lord, berhe joy, and ſolaceofour 
ſoules; yer, on the other (ide, it ſuffers then nor 
co repote;buglike 2 continuall ſpurre, is ſollici- 
- | ting and vrging them on, that fbe eucry day , 
they may pleaſe him whomethey loue, moreand 
more, For this reaſon this love, is compared to 
fire, which neueris at reſt ; but the liuely flame 
thereof, iscucr working , and ſtriving vpwatd. 
This loze, will hauc nothing to doe with {lacke- 
nes; nor knowes it, how toxakeany reſt, bur 
in our lord. And thisis the love , of a Loyal fri 
ſe, which, itis reaſonthatyou be, in nance, 
linceyou are ſoc in profeſiion ; & lince, yorhane 
an inward vocation, to put thatin c, to 


| | which you were called. 
Doe not forgett the day, on which you offer- 


red your felfe to your ſpouſe, by the hatid of your 


| Prelatr, Nor that other day , when your ſpoi 
conueyed his hand , into your heart, making 
you vnderſtand both your ſelfe, and him. He 
. | ſaid in your ſoule, ler light be made: and thenall 
darkenes, and ſorrow fled away : and now, 
likeone who ſees the light of beauen, you liue | 
m joy, dceauſe you know which way you may 
goe, without d of falling, For it you 
careful} ro kepe thoſe dayes in mind\, you will. 


ſee , that by the former of them , you-were | 


yout loge vpon our lordafter a | 


« — $456 wY 
& P " a w 
: G ” 
FP "a4 
C - » \ = - « 
S o W 
— — — i — | . _ —_ 
" _ — — ——— 
” 4 - } : : y i ” 0. LY A 
& Ls - 5 | . #2 ” 4 
FO —-  IF5 * : 4 - R Is hs q ; # : 4 
7 o 1 ko cd - £< wth n ; «4 CT : , Pa : @ .” ,F bh. & 
4 # - - * oa _ _ »Y th, 


—_— 


4 
Dy b, SAX, - =” , " BS -.4 
alas 7 T4 CP. oo os rs RV 7 NTss "an, 4 RR Na </Mps 
Ss \ -. F; TE Fug = at iS % , OL = "Fe » 


{IO LILIEL 7 TATE 
] | very particular manner; becauſe the contraft 

of marriage obliges either partie , to loue rhe 
| other, And 0n the ſecond day ourlord ſhewed 
|-the loue-which he: bore to you; and he gaue- 
|:xau-ſtrengrheo pay -according,to your weake- 
nes, tbe love which you oweto him. For what 
|-haue you out of your owneſtocke;, but obliga- 
.Yous? and what meanes haue you to pay any 
thing towards the coming our of debt-: you, 
being a poore ingaged creature ; who indeed 
deſer ued ro be euer kept im priſon , in miſerie, and 
in cheynes , as Danid, faith, But the rich leſu 
Chriſt , hath giuen you the plenty of bis grace, 
whereby you may know and loue him , and 
may] oucrcome your contraries; and: plucke 
dowgne that ſtrong Gelias; which is the Deuill, 
.who.biddes barrajlle againſt allſuch., asreſolue 
to ſerue Chriſt our Lord, 

It is not reaſon, I ſay, it is notreaſon , that 

you ſhould forgett what you owe , nor how 
God hath enabled you to pay; And for that 
which God hath giuenyou, you are much the 
more bound to ſerue him. Forto beareligious 
woman is the c6ditipn of many ;but to receiue 
foe particular lights, and fauoursfrom heauen, 
wherewith to ſerue our lord, is the caſe of few, 
Abraham , beſtowed guifts, euen yponthoſe 
children which hee had by lefſe-principall 
wiues'; but he left his inheritance ', and eſta- 
te,.to the lawfull ſonne of that wife of- his, 
who was moſt beloued; that wee may wvn- 

derſtand thereby the difference of the gui 
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| of God, which hee imparteth, /in-this life, 
ſeuerall perſons. t ral 194 | 
Our lord be thanked , for that your lines, 
and lottes , are fallen into the beſt;ground ; foxal- 
muchas grace was giuen yow-, whereby..to 
make you chaunge your ſtate of life , and to 
deſpiſe the world with your whole heart, and 
co deſpiſe alſo your (elfe ; and t6 obey the ſupe- 
riour > of your. Monaſtery, as your mother, and 
to loue all your fiſters, and Almighty God, 
more then che very apples of your eyes. This 
is. that czleſtiall fauour , which was done 
you, that you. might be rich , and well ſup- þ 
plied with all thinges necellary , in Chriſt our 
Lord crucified , and from thence. comes this ! 
loe hopefull and happy change .,, which you 
haue made, in the manner of your'life,and that 
inviſible beauty , wherewith your ſoule is en- 
dewed. | 
And what now remaines , but:that you, be 
like one, who hath acquired great worldly ri- 
ches,and who inſtantly entertaines ſeruants, to 
k eepeit. And ſoe you muſt be carefull, to keepe 
that which our lord hath giuenyou , leaſt els 
| your ſoule turne beggar, after ic hath;beene ſoc 
rich ; which is a-kind of life , of more affli- 
tion. and: greife , then theirs, whoe neuer 
'knew what, belonged to -riches, Remember 
what your ſpouſe ſaith ; and..canceiue-that he. 
aith ic to you, as indeed he doth., Now, thou 
art whole , ſoe thow-ſunne noe more , leaft 4 worſe 
thing happen to thee, Live with a holy doubt, 
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= how you may keepethat Take, which 
outlord hath gizenyou; and how yer withall, 
you' may gaine five other tatents , docks fins you 


haue; a whether or Noe you have ojle in your 
lampe, and that fuch, as may hee able co laſt 
many yeares, And till che very houre of your 
death , ler this worde ſound in your cares, 
Behold your ſpouſe comes , pee forth ts meete him. For 
of wan wich this care, you will ſtill be well 
yed, and you wilt not haue leafure to 
your eyes vpon any thing of this life, For 
this Joo one ſuffices'to giue vs enough to thinke 
ypon; yeg and to grow weake withall, 
| The holy ' ſcripture ſaith , that this alone, 
is enough to breake our llecpes. And if you 
| haue not this care , I shalbe full of ſorrow for 
it. For by the want thereof, vanity and curio- 
fity doe ſtreight encer in , and as many tales 
of the lives of others, as hey male who take 
| noe heede to their owne, And ſoe by hitle 
and lietle , a ſoule growes to be ſequen times: 
worſe, hen it was before. 
I expe@norto receiue ſuch fruites, and for 
full of birterneſfe at your charitable handes, 
| bur” rather +he fruites of benediction , and 
fweernes ; lhe 4 tree which is plunted neare ohe | 
ſrreemes of water ; which , with the leaues, 
and with the fruice, gives that man 2 gladd 
| heart, who rooke care thereof. But yer if by 
| —_ frailey , you ban now. we negli- | 
, 85 it happens ſometimes: ſee that in- | 


iy you wa god renke ee. | 


þ 


+. 


| 


ty. For though he be angry with the defectes 
fach as haue already knowne him, and will 
punish them . yet he driues not away his chil- 
dren: and he giues ghem correfion, not with - 
fury, but with the rod of a Father. Goe you ſ|- * MM: 
therefore inſtantly to hint, though you know -Þ 
you haue offended him , for perhaps hee may «i 
hauc shewed you his anger,to the end that yow |... 
Should remoue it fron bim , by your humility, Wo 
and purpoſe of amendment. Hewill inſtantly 
forgiueyou, and ſomerimes he impartes parti» + 
cular fauours, euen as if ir were in recompence | 
of our carelefſenes, | | 
Take heed you grow not ſtiff, and fixedinte- 
pidity , for this is a diſeaſe very hardly cured. 
And yet, onthe other fide, you muſt notbe dif- "4 
mayed, if you be not alwayes in ſoe great fer» 2 
uour 2s were fit, For youare buta woman, and [4 . 
noc Angell : you are but weake, and not in- K- 
dewed with much ſtrength; The greateſt cour- By 
teſy you can doe your greareftenemy, isto re- 
maine fallen , in the way (as ſome cripple might 
beina h of mire) with the bones as it were, 
of your ſoute broken through diſtruſt, as ifnow 
you had noe more to doe, with the-bufines of 
OuFboed'spleaſurcis , that you chouldrhin- | 
ke highly of his nes * and that he drines 
them notaway, who knowing their owne wea- | 
knes, goe, andſcekefor ſtrength, andremedyar'? || 
Ny: —————————nnnn—=—} 
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| tus hands And indeed our ow is foe very great | 
| thar forthe cure thereof , he lertes vs fall many 
times, to the committing of theſe very things, 
' which had formerly beene very farre from vs, | 
that ſoe being fallen, we may riſe againe. And 
then, knowing by experience ,. what kinde of 
thinges we are, we grow tothanke our lord, for 
that which he is to vs , and from that time for. 
ward, we deſpiſe our ſelues, & we begin to live 
with greater doubt, and care, and feare: leaſt 
wehappen to looſe that , a ſecond time, which 
had beene loſt by vs, once before. 
{ . Thus doth our moſt wiſe philttian, and moſt 
louing father, draw our cure, out of our very 
woundes them(elaes; andlife, out of aur death, 
and heshewes his gongpe , by our wickednes. | 
And though we fight ſometimes, againſt him, 
with the weapons of ſinne , which giues him | 
pronocation , yet his gaodnes ſteps out likea | 
conquerour, and impartes athouſand millions 
of benefits to vs. | 
Be (ure therefore, that you ſerue this lord, with 
all the force you haue. And if hitherto you baye 
done ſoe, giue him thankes for.ir , and if you 
hauc Felled thereof , ſec you retourne to hing, 
with shame, and firme purpoſe of amendmengc. 
Comfoct your ſelfallo with the holy Sacraments 
of the Church , they becing, the cemedies which 
be hath left, And put your ſelf intoavew way, | 
and now ,atlaſt, learne to trip noe more ypon 
| that, at which you ſtumbled moſt befare, Soc 
| that you may be of their pumber , of whome 
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[perſons in, your houſe, who ſerye our 11d. 
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4 "A Letter of the Author to a freind of bus , whome 


[you , till you be enabled'thereby;; cuen;tolay 


|complaynt , but onely , as relatiagto one who 


5, Payl, Faith. chat all thunges cooperate 40 ie good of 
then, who loue God. For bo wſoeugr they may fa, they | 
are not bruyſed to death , brcauſt our lord conveyes ys 

hand vndey them , ta receive thews Tn the middeſt of 
theſe thinges, I beſeech-you, call my miſeries ro 

mind , that you may: obtaine.mercy for me of | 
bur lord, Anddeliuer my falutationsto allthofe 


beſcech himta be your xternall fowe, Amen, 


God had celled tolead a fprentuall life, by 
meanes of bus preaching, 


O thoſe many obligations into which you 

put me by your letters, L an(weare late, and | 
dL And chough I be copfounded therewith, yer 
Thope Chriſt our lord hath giuen-you ſomelits 
tlecrumme, of Caarity, Now the firſt condi- 
tion thereof, is; ( by theteſtimony of bim who 
had ſtore of it; and who knew it well) Qurz 
patiens eft , Thatit us patient. 1 beſeech that im- 
menſe fountaine of Charity. , to encreaſc it in 


|downe your life, for your enemyes , as Chrilt 

our lord layd downe his for vs. 

| | You complayne of dryneſje in denotion though 
yet I, conceiue you ſpeake it not;, by way. of 


loues you, the diſpolition wherein , you fin:le | 


your-foule, And 1 ſay, thas {o looge as this 
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drynez reaches not to weaken your delire off 
vertueir is noeſuch thing, as oughtto purr you] 
ro much payne. For that which is queſtioned| 
thereby, 1s but the loſſe of a certaine ſweerenes, | 
tm the things of God; though yet this is wont| 
to be a ſpurre;'to make ſuch men quitt them- 
ſelues, and to fly faſter on towards our Lord, | 
who knowe how to make right vſe thereof, 
And becauſe I defire all good to you, whether 
ir bein much, or little; I wiſh that you were 
endewed , with a Loxe of Gad , which were 


| both ſtrong, and wiſe, and ſweete alſo , (ince a 


loue with all theſe qualities, isdue to him, to 
whome wee owe our love. But.yert , if he im- 
part that lonealone , which is ftrovg, and wiſe, 
it will be, becauſe he intends todoe vs other 
ſecret fauours, bymeanes which are vnknowen 


[ro vs , and to vnty vs fromour ſelues, and to 
| exerciſe our vertue , whereof there will bee 


great neede , for'a man whoe treates with 
him , who is infinitly wiſe and doth extrea- | 
mely like , that noe man ſhould beſo in his| 


OWNne Cycs. » | 


Your care muſt therefore bee ro f6l-} 
low on , accordingtothar ſtrength, which} 


[our Lord gines yow ; for his grace , will| 
jnot faile. And yow mult ib Tiki than- | 
kes , both for that which yow an 


and for that alſo which' yow vnderſtand not; 
and in this doth your conlift, And as 


{ you grow elder , and to bauc more experi- 


ence , of the very little which any man's | 
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able ro doe , towardes the contriving» of} | 
chings , how {mall ſocuer they may bee; you/ 
will be confirmed more , and more, in the 
good cuſftome, which you beginne to take, 
to hould your peace. And you will poneey 
that a bulines will then be well diſpatched, 
when wee ſpeake at lardge with God , and 
| bur a little with men. 
| This ignorancy of ours, is an vnſpeakea- 
ble kinde of thing; and ſoe is our ſetting our 
ſclues out , and our ignorant Kkinde of zeale, 
to doe good, And wee haue much, and much 
a doe, to belciue it , till weehaue bought this 
knowledge , vpon theprice of many crrours, 
which wee ſhall baye committed, For wee 
inheric , from our firſt parents, a certaine fly, 
and fecrect deſire , of a kinde of diuinity, 
which cannor be ſought without theft. This 
makes vs imitate our firſt fathers , therein; 
and to denie that things may bedone , how, 
and when weeliſt ; with certaine other deepe, 
and moſt ſecret rootes of pride , which are 
neuer to bee diſcouered, without light from | 
heanen; and this cannot be obtayncd, with- 
out-much Prayer. 
As for the particular of thoſe ſoules, | 
' Which you deſire to reduce; 1 tell you, as I, 
did before, that you mutt cordiallyxccommend 
the bulines to our Lord, and hope well that 
you shall hane good ſuccelle. And be you not; 
troubjed , or allicted , Gnce you know, that 
you haue a father in beauen , who callsyou- 
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towards him, and he wiltbe'your guide, inthe] 
Way. Spend your tyme, at the preſent , the beſt 
you can, and ay for. the future , doe nor vexe: 
your felfe ; bur make account .chat nothing, 
but your owne negligence , cann take God 
from you. Fight therefore, againſt this ne- 
-lizence 3; & if you ouercome it, you will finde 
by experience, that the Exchaunge-or Burſe 
is 4 very Celi to you z and ; that buſwes is but 
as 4 Riucr , which may ſerue to waſh you 
cleane. | 

The way , wherein God hath placed you," 
| requires that more diligence bee vſed then 
that which your letter ſayth you vſe, concer- 
ning the conftancy of your deuotions. And | 
if I were with you , I could tell youof ſtraun- 
ge things which haue happened to men, who 
| had beene flacke in pertorming their good 
exerciſes, Whereby you might perceiue, rhat: 
our Lord eſteemes it not as any ſmall infirmity, 
for a man to be a Lanaticke; ſometymes docing 
his duty, and ſometymes, not, Acleare ſigne ir 
is, of a ſouic in ſubiection to ſeltewill, tro doe 
a thing when the humour fſerues , and after- 
| ward, vpon mere humour, to lertit alone. And 
foraſmuch as ſuch men want the abnegation of 
'themſelues , they are in fault, both when they 
ceaſe from docing' any thing ; and foe are 
they alſoe , when they doe it 5; becauſe 
they liue., butt in. themſelues. And the pu 
 niſhment/, which our Lord-infliftes vpon 


. theſe, men , is, that' hee is -not liberall ; of 
 — anne: RR — 


Bo : 


bimſelfe tothem', when they delire it; becay- | 


ſure , to aske pardon , for the little conſtan- 
cy which wee haue vſed, in the ſeruice of our 
Lord; and to reforme our felues with an entire 
refenatton into his hands , concerning theſuc= 
ceſle of our endeauours , whether they be mo- 
re, or leſlc, 

Take courage once to looſe your ſelfe, 
for the loue of our Lord; obeyng that which 
he commaunds; and ncuer looke, vpon what 
is to follow vpon it. For whether it be drynes; 
or denotion , it cannot faile to be a fauour, 
lince it is ſure to be the pleaſure of our Lord. 
And by how much the more., you ſhall be 
able to live towards the contenting of him; 
and to be dead towards the ſeeking of your 
owne. contentment, ſoc much the more happy 
ſhall you be, Spend not time at all , in thin- 
king whether it were beſt, to accept , or els 
to refuſe , that bulines, whereof they w rott to 
you , that without doubt it would be done. For 
this is the ligne , of a hart not delivered vp 
to recollection, and which, ealily is induced 
to 'laoſe the preſent tywe , with care of the 


future. Forget it ; and beſeech our Lord, that | 


it may not proue atemptation to you; ſince he 
knowes your weaknes, 


And live without perplexity , or afflic- | 


tion of minde , folemnizing ſuch a Feaſt ro 


when he' requires it. Wee mult therefore be | 
| 


our Lord, as that your hart beeing asked, | 


ſe they are nor liberall of themſclues ro him, | 
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| 
| Lord dyed for this , that wee might haue 


— — on | — — 1 
{ what care ut baib, it may anfwearc you, noveat | 


| 


| God delires to repoſe, and to giueitreſt ; and yer 


thoſe former clouds, and forrowes , & he thall 


all, but onely that 1 may be ſoe bajpy , as to gime' 
this lutle tyme , t0.0ur. Lord. All that ſwarues 
from this, is not ſound, wharſocucr c6 plexion | 
it may Carry, , | 
And heere it comes fittly in, to weigh, 
what Ts is to bee Changing from oe thing fo ano- 
ther. All thoſe ace effects of s heart which is 
but lack, and not imployed abour that, whes 
reuuto it was callcd ; which is, « Continuall inter- 
| com ſe with our Lord ; who lookes vpon ir in |. 
| eucry moment of tyme ; and delires it to looke 
as often trowardes him, and to open it ſelf to 
him , becauſe indeede, it is his owne: and to 
deny it ſelfro all that, which is not God. 
O baſe abhominable man , in whoſe hart 


the man goes labouring heere, and there; and 
God tceils him, the whilc, that to the end he ma 

findereſt, he muſt enter into bimfelfe,and =— 
dye thereto himſeif ; and that ſo, he ſhall finde 
his trueſafety, & life; and thata certaine Swnne 
ſhall thenriſe to him, which wilidiſchargeall 


| 


come to vnderitand certaine things, whereof 
he knowes nothing yr. 

Humility , and diligence arc needfull heere, 
for the keeping of our harts ſhutt vp. And our 


ſtrength to dye to our ſciues for his ſake, & to 
keepe our harts recolle&ed. Chriſt our Lord, 


be your light. Bur rake you beede of being. 
WES  dehrous | 
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delirousto know | 
Prayer, more by if peculation » chen by practiſe, 


abſcendit ſe, & ſua, 4 prudenubus : he hides both 
himſclfe and his ſecrets, from all ſuch, as are bur 
worldly wilc, 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Cauallier 
whome hee ſought to carry on tothe 
fare of Religion, 


FP Heſe great fiſhes are hard to be taken, and; 
| & a man had ncede make many turnes with 
| them vp and downe the riuer, tillthey be wea- 
ry, that ſoc through thelittle ſtrength they ha- 
ue left, the hooke may quiettly fetch them vp, 
' And therefore wee muſt not meruaile, if our 
| lord giue you ſoe many knockes; contradicting 
that which you had formerly jn your thought, 
' and deſire, And the cauſe of all I conceive 
withour doubt, to be your owne proper will and 
indement; which be hard thinges to ſubdue, and 
{till are ready to rebell, Wee haue need that out 
lord should tire them out, with a multityde-of 
blowes , and should kill them, to the end that 
they may noe longer line in you, but that we 
may continue in the faith o* our lord, and 
| obedience to his holy vill : 1 would have yo 


e.things concerning Mental] 


For our lord , is the teacher of Infants , & 
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vaderſtand whatthiscurbe meanes, and theſe 
tokens of reproofe , which our lord shewes 
you. For as bes prayſed , who #s an intelligent ſer= 
want , and growes acceptable to our lord thereby ; ſo 
is he diſcommended, whoe ynderſtandes nor, 
I fay not onely the wordes, but the corrections 
alſo of our lord, 

You muſt conceiue , that there is nothing, 
which importes you ſoc much, as to be vntyed | 
from your owne opinion , and concert ; and that 


Deum , & de neceſiitatibus tuis liberet te. That all 
your wiſedome is at a vor plus , and that foe, 
cricing outto God , he may deliuer you out of 
your neceſlityes. For what [dolatry is more pres» | 
tudiciall, rhen that a man Should relye vpon his * 
owne opinion? And what mariage is ſoemon- 
ſtrous, as for a manto be married to his owne 
will 2 ſuchfearfull and abominable monſters rife 
from hence, as that they precipitate him who 
breeds them into the very bottomles pit of hell, 
If you beletue not me, doe bur take order , that 
' a man may notfollow his owne opinion , and not 
loue his owne will, and then I will vndertake, 
that there shalbe noe hell for him. You muſt 
therefore offer your ſelfe , as a picce of clay, 
into the handes of that ſoucraigne Potter ; and 
fay thatto him, which is writen FiQor nofter es, 
| 265 vero lutam. T bow art eur framer , and we are nec | 
better then « piece of clay. Reſolue that to be the 
beſt, which is contrary to ou owne will. 


For ſoill affe&ted is our will, that for the 6nely | 
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may ſafely apprehend , and doubt , that it is 
not good. For that which pleaſeth it , is lt; & 
what confidence can he = repole therein, 
Hauc great care to conſider , of the way, 
wherein God guides you fot you shall becalled | 
ro an account thereof; And wi you hauelear- 
nedthis ſcience, you shalbe wiſe, in the fight of 
God. You muſt be enamoured of nothing yn- | 
der heauen (how pretious ſocuer it may ſeeme) 
bur onely with ſeeking the good pleaſure of 
God; And if it should ſoc happen : that we 
should obraine noe part of that which we par- 
ticularly ſought : yet that very thing it ſelf, is 
all the riches both of this world, and ofheauien, 
for Godis pleaſed thereby : and the contentmer 
of God, is God himſelf: and he who loues ir, lo- 
| ues God, and he whoprofeſles it profeſles God. 
Concerning thoſe c6plaintes, which you are 
making againſt your ſelf, I well belciue, that 
you haue reaſon : ſince you are a man, andnot 
yetin heauen, And you doe well to reproue your 
{elfe; for by this meanes the reproofe which our 
lord makes of ſinners , may be remoued from 


you ; which reproofe of his , would be farre 


greater,the we know how to imagine. For who 
can reach to ynderſtand eyther theriches of the 
oodnes of God, or our faultes, and miſeries 2 1 
ſeech our lord giue vs light from heauen, 
where with to ſce theſe two # "ſes , Which are 
ſoe different; that ſoethe light of our wicked- 
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For otherwiſe the ſtouteſt gallant vpon earth 
mighc ſay well enough, Cor menm derel:quit me. 


Pſe.z8.| My hart bath failed me , to ſce ſoe many debrs 


| incurred by himfſelfe, both paſt , and preſcor, 
belides the danger of ſuch as are ro come. 

I know not what we should doe with this 
miſerable thins,, which ts called Onr ſelues; nor 
why we will take Our ſelues for our owne, or 
ſtand charged with doeing what we liſt. Ler 
vs glue ittto him, who will haue goodnes to 
rolerate it, and wiſedome to condudct and cure 
it. And certainely our lord would thereby vn- 
dergoethe weight, asa man may ſay,of a heauy 
end vnſutferable burden , if his loue were nor 
| incomprehenſible, Ir is a great help trowardes 
our denycing of our {clues ; when we conſider 
that we are our owne enemies : and our ve 
being ſoe miſerable , may well ſerue to keepe 
vs from being ſo couctous, to enioy our ſclues; 
and to make vs caſt our ſelues away , and tur- 
ne our ſclyes out of houſe , whatſocuer it coſt 
vs. And yet the trfpet'of the diuine goodnes, 


| ſoundes this out in our eares , that David goes 


forth intorhe field, as being perſecured without 
any fault of his ; and that the poore people, who 
were much in debt , and ſuch' as were in an- 
| guish, and birternes of heart , ioyned themſel- 
aes to him, Bleſſed be our lord leſw , Amen: 
who is ſoerich, and patient in goodnes ; that 
his father thought fir ro truſt ſuch poore sheepe 
as we are , in his handes, Burt that which is 
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lamentable, is, that weare ſoe blinde wirhall, 
that he | begging that we will be his, and bin- u, 
ding himſclfe to be ours vpon that condition, 
| yet woewoebeto ys) weltillreſolue to ſeeke, 
| Que noſtrs ſunt , non que leju Chriſis. Thoſe thinges 
| which are our owne , and not theſe things of Chriſh 


| our lord, And we will necdes polleſle our (elues 
| il , without any reaſon at all , but onely 
| 


through blinde afteCtion , and without once 
reſoluing to trye , how veer, how iuſt, and 
how profitable a thing it is, to belong enti- 
rely to Chriſt our lord : aud to walke in the 
way of his holy will. Chriſt our lord giue 
you light in all, Amea : and be wholy with 
you. 
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A Letter of the Authour to a great man , 
| bu freind;who entred into the ſtate 
of Religion in the Society 


of Teſus. 


Auing ynderſtood of the chaunge which 
you haue made, I haue giuen many thankes 
to the immenſe bounty of our lord, who hath 
lo earneſtly raught you, ſoe mercifully found 
you, and {o powerfully conducted you thither, 
where without any impediment of other em- 
ploymets, you may preſent him with your who- 
le hart, for a quiet & pegceable habitation, whc- 
rein he may conuerſe,and take delight, as he vſes | 
to doe with his elect, Theſe are nor fleight fa- 
uours ; nor muſt wee paſſe them ouer, without} 
particular acknowledgment, and gratitude, For 
this, I hould to be that ſacrifice, which our lord 
| expreſlely requires, in recompence of his fauours 
and for want thereof, he hath deprived ve-| 
ry many , of thoſe which formerly he had im- | 
parted. 

| Soemuch moxe,muſt you hauca care of this, 
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as the fauour was greater *through the 
dangers which thceateged you, by reaſon of the 
greatenes of your perſon , & the many imploy- 
ments which accompanyed you, in the world. | 
And therefore, as our lord hath not performed 
aleſſea&, in giuing you light, that ſo leaying 
all things, you may goein purſuir of him, then 
he did, in fauour, of the three Magi, whome he 
enabled by a flarr, todoe the ſame : you mult bee | 
{ure,to adore God, & to ſpread your (elf all pro- 
ſtrare vpon the ground, acknowledging your 
| owne nothing, before that high Maieſty,and gi- | 
uing him thankes , from the very bottome of 
your harr,for the fauour yotz haue receiued:and 
| offering your ſelf as an cuevlaſting reſent to 
him, whoſe you are by ſo nyany Titles. As for 
me I eſteemed it not for one of the leaſt , thar he 
hath voutchſafed to ſeeke the yt childe and that 
he hath placed him, inthe ranck& ofthem , who 
are moſt honoured in his heuiſe and all this, 
through his owne onely goodnes., 
What hart is there in the world , \which w ould 
not melt into tendernes, by the c6li\dexation of 
ſuch a fauour as this : to (ce himlelfe p;*cuented 
by ſuch a hand ,, and ſo as if the queſtic\v, and 
doubt had beene, whether God's mercy, \\& our 
miſery should preuaile : but he hath mightil ', & 
_ ouercome, And not being conter ted 
to lend vs meſſengers, both within, and frc' WP ! 
without, himſelfe takes vs by the band, li; xe 
another Lott : anddrawes vs out oftheplace. of 
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danger, vp the hill, where wee may be ſaue. 1. 
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Doe not you forget this goeing owt of Ez ypt ; for 
itisa certaine thing , here many wonderfull 
things of God are ſeene. And this departure 
ÞF ours , is not obtayned for ys , but by the 
neuding of the bloud of the lambe, which 
.ath cryed our, before the Father, with deli- 
'e that it may bee applyed to our fſoules, 
Cleanſingthem from all carthly appetites, and 
conſecrating them wholly , to the defire of 
his diuine l-ve, Chriſt our Lord hath becne 
heard, whileſt he was praying for you, as wee 
may, very well belciue ; Giving this /{onc to 
his Faber , thatſo, of vilde, and baſe, he may 
make it preriows z and that it may bee ſctt and 
worne in the head of Chriſt our Lord , as a 
fruite of thoſe great afflitions , which hee 
endured , for the good of ſoules. Great was 
that warre, and hee conquered therein; for he 
gives ſoules to his Father , who may runnc 
after him 5 ard adore him; vi vis(is manibus 
poll idlum CH1/Fi arti. 

Prepaje your ſelfe to receiue our Lord, 
' lince y ow are redeemed by him : you are al- 
ready/ belonging to him : you are the ſpoyles 
of ſais victory , a piece of lande you arc, 
which is come to him by lott , that he may 
clltiuate, and water it, and make itfruitfull. 
(0 how happy are you, if you can but valew 
your owne happynes , and conſider from 
vo home, and through whome , it hath pro- 
\/\cceded, Beſeech him , that fince he hath 
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ſert of yours ; his goodnes , may neuer per- 


mitt, that your hart thould ſerue any bur him; 
nor your cyes behould any other beauty, then 
the beauty of ,God, who hath becne fo good 
to you, A preat burden it is , which herein, 
they haue Layd vpon you , in exchaunge of 
thoſe many other burdens , whereof they 
haue eaſed you, For now, you are growne a 
deepe debtor , of a molt profound, internall 
loue ; and of dilivent ſeruice, to that Lord, 
who hath caſcd you of allthote other obliga- 
tions : and Linen you the ſpeedle , of A ſtag Þ bes 
rewith to 147ne im bis wayes, Thinke you vpon 
this , and bee thankfull for this. And fince 
you are as poore , towards paying , as you 
were ynworthy towards recciuing; you ſhall 
make an a& ot rcgounciation of ail yeur 
ooods, ito the hands of our Lord, Befee- 
chinghim,that he will accept you all . for tis; 


and ſoc take you vpon his owne accompr, to. 


ſerve him{eife of 1 ou, according to his owne 


oult ; and deſiring that he will ciſpeſc of you, | 


as {hail picaſe him belt, 
I beiciuc , I haue already ſayd-roo much, 


to a foulc to v. hich our Lord is already ſpca- 


King. For to ſuch foules , all humane Gcif- 
couric is accountcd tedious, and troubleſome, 
and it hath reaſon to be ſoc. But tlie joy, 
which , in our Lord, I haucconceined ; and 
the commandment which you ſent , that 1] 
ſhould write , hauc becne the reaſons of this 
letter, I befccch that ſoucraines + goodnes, 
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| abhorre the affections thereof ; and that now 


which hath already vouchſafed you foe much 
fauour, that , to his owne eternall glory , hee 
may finish the good worke which ic hath 
begunne, 

You ſec in what fashion Tam talking to you, 
[ haue layd aſide thoſe Tiles of honour , and 


Ep. 38. | 


rancke , which, according to the ſtile of the 
world, ( now forſaken by you ) belonged to 
your quality. And 1 write, as to one, who is 
already eſtranged wholly from the world ; and 
in ſoe playne a manner, as is conuenient to a 
domeſtick ſeruant of Chriſt our lord, and as is 
fitt for the [nſluwre whereof yon are, And ſince 
your ſelfe defired ic , and I haue obeyed you in 
it ; be carefull, chat, now when you haue ab- 
horred the Tytles of this world , you may alfo 
you may palle wholly on , into that age , cu= 
ius peter Chriſius eft , whoſe father is Chriſt our 
lord, Which conſiſts not ſoe much, in whe- 
ther the time , be preſent or future , as itt doth 


in Spirice , which cometh after flesh, For as 


the Apoſtle ſaith , mou privs quod ſpirituale, 


| ſed quod anmale , That u not firſt which is ſpi-| 


rituell ; but that which is gnimal. And there- 
fore the ſpiricuall is called , ſeculum futurum 4 
future age. 

Soc much the more care muſt you take of 
this, as it will be more hard for you, to 
doe it, ſince he who hath moſt to leaue, doth 


it with moſt difficulty. And the man who 
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hath moſt impedinzents, 1s leaſt able ro runne 
lightly away. And this is the good which 
rhey gett , who are the great men of this 
world , though they come not toknowe it, 
till they putt themſelues to runne, after others, 
who are before them. And then the faſter 
he runnes , the more he ſhall feele it. And 
by his owne experience, he will be able to yn- 
beguild himielfc,in that which the world belei- 
ucs.Namely, that i 15 better to be oreat,then meane, 
and poore. And foe I belciue, it hath wy, 2 
to you, it indeede you haue begun to follow 
Chriſt our Lord; or at leaſt will finde it, when 
you ſhall begin, 

The thing which muſt comfortyou herein, 
is this, That , ſince our Lord youchſafed to 
take you for his ſcruant, when you were molt 
vntoward, & vncapable thereof, hee will giue 
you greater ſtrength, wherewith to ſerue him 
now, then hee would have giuen to another, 
who had not beene ſoe incapable. And ſoc 
mult you repreſent yourſelfe before our Lord, 
who hath called , and accepted you ; beſce- 
ching him , that howſocuer it may putt you 
to more payne, and ſhame, he will yet beſtow 
that vpon you , whereby you may ſcrue him 


much: , ſince you owe him much. And con- | 


ſider your ſelfe , as a perſon who bringes bur 
haife that meanes , wherewith to negotiate 
this buſines , which another bringes, And 
begg pardon, for ill employing euen your 
little ſtocke , but yer with giuing thankes 
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to our liberall lord , whoſe workes are great, 
towards his poore creatures, Thar ſoe liuing 
wich feare, aad trembling, roſee your ſcife foc 
vaworthy of ſuch a place , there may grow 
from theace, a due reucrence to all your 
neighbours; carrying them vpon the topye of 
your heade, and docing for them, asany flaue 
would doe for hislord, conſileris ag how mer- 
cifully Chriſt oar lord , , hath'donethe (ameto 
you, you may haue good hope , to proue well 
In your great buſtaes, if you obtainerhat know- 
ledze of your ſelfe, whereof I haue ſpoken, And 
then hall you ſpend your life happily , when 
you hould euery daye thereof , to be the laſt, 
Chriſt our Lord bee with you. Amen, 
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A Letter of the Authour , to ſome Di- 
ſciples which he had in the 
Citry of Ezija. 


T HE peace of our LordTeſus Chriſt be ever 
with you Amen, Since I parted from your 
| preſence , I haue cuer had you all preſent with 
me, in my memery, for the Joue I beare you, 
pertmits me not to doe otherwiſe. Giue your ſel- 
ues [till ro God, fince you once gaue your ſelues 
to him, and T wasa witnes thereof, nor will I 
by any meanes, that you repent the haning offe- 
red yourſelues to him, (ince hee offered hinafelfe | 
codeath for you, You Shall be ſureto haue bar- 
railles, and thoſe sharpenough: for our enemies 
are in great multitude, and tull ofxage. Bee nor 
therefore negligent , for if you be, you are in- 
ſtantly vndone, If chey who watch beſt, baue 
enough to doe, to defend themſelues ; what doe 
you thin ke wilthecome of wrechleſle perſons, 
bur that they should entirely bee ouercome ? 
Remember that the pleaſure which ſinne pre- 
ſencs is (mall, filthy, and shorte; and the ſorrow 
which it leaues behinde is very great, andthe 
miſery which growes to ysthereby,is incompa- 
rably greater, What ſorrow ( how great ſoeuer 
it be | can equal that which wee ought to con- | 
ceiue, vpon our loſle of Almighty God? O miſe- 
ſy, which should make vs tremble, even in 
hearing it named! For if we delight in Gone, we 
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from him ;vnlefſſe we meane to turne blinde, 


.may noe lonoer liue according to thedelires of 


ihall haue noe part in God. Let vs therefore 
conlider, how wetive, for we ſhall ſhortly be 
led before the Throne of God to giue account 
of our ſelues. Let not the vncleanes of thefleſh, 
nor the yanitie of the world, nor the ſubtility 
of the deuil , decciue vs. Eut let vs behould| 
Chriſt our Lord, vpon the (+:fe; and we ſhall 
ſee him rormented in his body ,& diſhonuured 
by the world, & that ſoche ſubdued the deuill; 

Who cuer looked towards Chriſt our Lord, 
and was decciued 2 Infallibly there was never 
any, Let vs therefore neucr draw our eyes of 


Let it neucr ſeemeto him , that wee valew his 
loue ſoe little; as thar, although hedied for vs, 
we cannot find in our harts, ſoc much as to bee 
looking towards him.For he died for this, thar 
wee by looking vp to him, might {triue to dye 
to our linnes, Let thereforc our owld man dic in 
vs, lincc our new man, who is Chriſt our Sa- 
uiour , died for vs vpon the Croſſe, Let vs ap= 
proach towards his wounds; for by his, wee 
{hall be cured of ours. And if wee thinke it a 
heauy thing, to part from our finnes; it was 
much more hard, and heauy for his ſoule to 
part from his body , when hedied, to the end 
that wee might euer live, 

Let vs thercfote goe on apace,& take hart to 
follow ſuch a captaine as this; who leades ys 
the way not onely in dyeing , but in ſuffering Let 
vs crucifye out fleſh with him, that how wee 
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the flesb, bur of the ſpiric. If the world (hall per- | 
ſecure vs, let vs goe hide our ſelues in his holy | 
woundes ; and there wee ſhall finde thoſe iniu- 
ries,as delightfull ro our harts, as any mulicke 
is {weete to the care. And ſoc rude {tones will 
be to vs,as pretious Iewels; and priſons, will be 
pallaces; and death it felte , will beconuerted 
into life. O Ieſus Chriſt, and how ſtrong is that 
loue of thine? and how truly doth it c6verrt all 
things to our good as S. Paule faith ; Infallibly 
that man fhal never die of hunger, who isfed 
by this loue of thine, He ſhall feele noe naked- 
nes, he ſhall never finde want of any thing, 
which this world can giue. For , poſleſling 
God by loue, noe good thing can be wanting 
to him. 

Let vstherefore, O my beloued brethren, 
be taken with a great deſire of goeing to ſee 
this viſſon , of the bush , which burnes and yet is 
not conſumed, That is , how they who loue 
God, ſuffer ininries, and yet feele them not; 
|how in the middeſt of hunger, they are full 
fed; how they arecaſt of by the world and yer 
affli&t not themſclues thereat, how they are af 
faulted by the fire of fleſhly appetites , and yer 
they are not ſcortched by it. They aregroaden 
vnder foexc , and yet they ſtand faſt yprighe; 
they ſceme poore , and they are rich, They 
ſeeme deformed , butthey are full of beauty, 
They ſceme ſtraungers , but they are citizens, 
They arenot knowneto men, bur they are fa- 
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| this, wad more,is broughtto ; -alle \by y the noble 
Louec of our lord Teſus Chrilt inthe hart waere 
't is lodged, ' But noe man can arriue vnto 
this : vnleſſe be put of his shoes , that is to ſay, 
his vamort: 'fied affeftions , molich ſpring y Vp OUTrC 
| of /i[{einue, Forthbis iatheroon of death, as the 
| toue of God, is the cauſe of life, A lite, Ars | 
is ſpiricuai & toly,admitts to wearc ne hes, 

| that is to ſaynoe delires of ſelfcloue, He w ho 
| oues 6. iitour Lord, mult abhorre himſcife, 
| | Hc who willnot be erect! to Chriſt our Lord, 
 lert himnor be copaſſionate to himſciſe. Tiey 
who dandle themſelues , ſhew vnkindnes to 
Chriit our Lord , and they who take ſoe much 
| care of chraekilone Eannot make God their 
| butinclle, 

Let ys therefore giue , our All that which 
we are ( which God knowesi i5 but a lzitle All) 
| for that other creat Ail , which is Almighty 
God. Let vs gine ouecr ha following of our 


may pofſleſſe that pretious pearle which is Chriſt 
our Lord. And totheend that we may fee him, 
in his beanty and glory; let vs heere be content 
to embrace diſhonour, & labour, 


ceined , who makes ſuch an exchaudtge asthis. 
Bur when God ſhall come with his Saints, and 
(hall come to reward eucry one according to 


owne proper will , and let vs betake our ſelues 
' withdiligence, to follow the will of God. Let. 
vs eſteeme all chings as meer dung, thatſoc wee 


his workes , then will that appeare to haue. 


Infallibly , he ſhall neucr finde himſcelfe de- | 
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beenic foolery which now is held in foegreatac- 
count; and then it will be their turneto lament, 
who now $hall haue ſpent their moxtall lives in 
delight. And be only will be avowed by Chriſt 
our Lord, who shall haue liued;accordiog to his 
holy will. O how great, shall che ioy of good 
meri bee, at that day, when tecriuing high ho 
nour at the hands of God, they hall be ſeated 
vpon thoſe thrones which were prepared for 
them fromall eternity ; and whenin ſagiety of 
all the quires of Angels they hall ſing prayfesto 
their Lord , and their God ? O how great will 
their ioy be, who 5ball behould the k ing in bus beanty. 
lathe contemplation whereof,they will be ſoe 
happy,that noe one of them $ball bee without 
euenregotging, through his being ſoe full of 
that pretious liquour, and that ſoueraigne Balſa- 
mum,w hich created all good thinges. Incompa- 
riſon of this, all beauty isdeformity: & the very 
brighrnes of the ſunne ir (elfe is diret downe- 
right darknes;& the very ropp of other delights, 
is the very bicrernes of gall. And, in fine, ( that 1 
may not reekon vp euery particular thing by it 
{c}fe)in c@mpariſon of this beauty, all the things 
of the whole world put together are norto be 
eltcemied for any thing atall, neither are they any 
thing in very deede. O eternall God, thou who 
art all thinges; and yer who art none of theſe 
thinges, and when hall that day atriue, wherein 
we may bee ſoc happy as to ſeetbee? when is 
this earchen port to be cracked, which shuts vs 
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Shall cceſe chaines be broken , which hinder vs 
from flying vpp to thee, who art the true repoſe, 
of such, as are to repoſe indeede 2 Let vs not, 
my Brethren, looke any other way bur onely vp- 
pon Almighty God. Let vs call vpon him, in 
our hares, and let vs keepe himcloſe imbraced 


woe betovs, wretched thinges; what shall wee 
be able rodoe, without him, but onely toturne 
| againegpto our nothing, Let vs, now atlaſt, caſt 

this world behinde vs, which yet, wee carry 
before our eyes; and let ys.at laſt beginn totrye, 
how {weete our Lord is, Let vs runn after him, 
| who came running dowane towards vs; from 

heauen it ſclfe, that he might carry vs thither, 
Let vs goeto him , who calsvs; and whodoth 
it with ſoe much loue, from the topp of that 
Croſſe; with his flesh all rorne , andeuen as it 
were broyled with the fire of loue, ro the end 
thatit might be more ſauoury to our taſte. O 
that we might feedethereon ? O that we might 


formed O that wee could growe, to be one, 
and theſelf-ſame ſprite with God, ; 
Who is he that detaines vs 2 whois hethat 
| hinders vs? who is hee that deceaues vs foe, as 
that wee cannot perſivade our ſelues to draw 
neare to God? If it bee our goods, letys caſt tl;em 
away , if they be in our power; if they bee nor, 
let vs kecpe them, though onely as ſoc much 
dunge, w hich may bee layd vp with diligence, 


for good vſes: but. yer ſtill, withgyr any lgue 


| by vs: that ſoe hee may neuer part from vs, For 
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-at altco the thing it (elfe; If it be our wines , S. 
Paxle lets vs know , that wee waſt hae wifes, 
45 if wee had them not, 1f it be out children 

let vs loue them , but for the loue of God. 
And let vs euen out of water bee able to 


| kindle a fire , whereby all that may be burnt 


vpp , Which ſhall prerend rodeuide vs from 
Almighty God. Let the teares of greife waſh 
vs ; and the fire of loue conſume ys , and ſoc 
wee ſhall'growe to be thoſe holy creature: 
which were offered vpp to God with fire, 

O eternall God, whoe coſumeſt our couldnes; 
and how ſweetly, doeſt thou burne , and how 
dearely doeſt thou inflame , and how delight- 
fully doeſt thou conſume vs? O that wee all 
migkt altogether burne with thee? Then would 
all our powers ery.out, and ſay: O Lord who is like to 
thee 2 For whoſoener bee bee , that ſayth he knowes 
thee, and yet loues thee not , is 4lyar. Lett vs there- 


| fore loue thee, and let vs alſoc knowe thee, 


lince loue growes fromthat Knowledge. And 
afterward make vs able to poſleſſe thee; fin- 
ce they who poſleſle thee, are ſoe rich, and 
' pofleſling thee , ler vs be poſleſſed by thee, and 

foe let vs employ our ſelues, in prayling thee; 
ſince «ll the powers of the beauens confeſſe and prayſe 
| thee, for God Trine and One, the infinit King, 
wiſe, powerfull , good, and beautifull, che 
pardoner of them who are conuerted towards 
thee, & the vphoulder of them who approach 
to thee; & the yori of them who ſerue thee; 
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Ep. 40. | 


\ ſtandings ; and thou art onely knownein per- 


| For thou ſurpalleſt all rongues, and all vnder- 
fetion,by thy ſelfe, To thee be glory, through 


| the eternities of all cternitics. Amen, 


A Letter of the Authour , to a Cauallier , who went 
10 fludy at Salamanca , where they made him 
Recor of the Vniuerlity. Hee shewes , that in 
the buſines of ſerning our Lord, faynt deſires are 
not fufficient , but there muſt bee deeds. Hee alſo 
Shewes the hurts , which multiplicity of buſines 

| _ , to ſuch as are but beginning to ſerue 
God. 


I Pray God , that both your goeing to that 
Vniverſtie ,your aboad there , and your re- 
tourne from thence, may be happy toyou: you 
knowe already, that in this affaire of ſcruing 
Chriſt our Lord, it is not enough to hauecer- 
taine faint deſires, but they muſt be accompa- | 
nied with ſolide workes; and ſometimes with 
ſveat, cuen as it were of bloud. And I much 
feare, leaſt the diſhculty of the way, ſhould 
fright you, and leaſt you might grow to looſe] 
the ſweete of the kirnell, bend the skinne, 
and ſhell, is bitter, The gate 14 feiraite , whereby wee 
wuſt enter into the way of God; but after wee are 
entered, wee finde that to be true by expericn- 


cewhich is written, N»-4m te pry [emilas <qus- 
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lalts, qnts cum ingreſſus ſwers non artlabunur greſ- 

ſus tur, | will leade thee, by the wayes of equity ; mito | 
which when thou 5þ4lt bee entred,, thy paces sball not 
beeftraitred. And then a man findes, that the 

yoke of Chriſtis not heauy to him , fince he 
reaches now his had tothE , who haue ſuffered 
temptations for his ſake : and he comforts 
them who are in teares, and cures them who 
haue broken harts. A happy affliction isthat 
( though noe other comfort did ſucceede it ) 
which is endured by vs, becauſe wee hould the 
ſtandart of Chriſt our Lord vpright, reſoluing 
rather toendure the ſharpe blowes of tempta- 
tion , then tocnioy an ill peace, and to haue 
warre with God. 

You muſt humble your ſelfe much before 
our Lord, and lament your owne miſery,in the 
ſight of his mercy. For there is not meanes, 
whereby any good may come to vs, but onely 
by the fauour of heauen. And there is noe way 
to obtayne this fauour, but onely the profoun- 
de knowledge of our miſery ; crying out from 
the very bottome of our harts to that lord, who 
dwells on high ; and driues not ſuch perſons 
from him as are ouerwrought with 5 bur- 
den of their miſeries; and who cuen ſwelt, in 
thelake, ( asthe Prophet leremy, ſaith) with a 
weighty ſtone vpon their backs, | 

I like well, that you reſolueto make ac- 
quaintance with thoſe Fathers, For that good 
opinion which they of your Citty doe now 
conceive of them, that haue I conceiued long 
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agoe. Onely you are to looke, that the good 
example which you ſee inothers, may not be 
vnprofitable-to you. And I beſeech our Lord, 
raat he will be pleaſed to lett mee paſle a little 
that away, though it be but to giue content- | 
ment to you, 

- The excuſe which you make, for hauing 
accepted the Refor5bip of the Pninerfine , is iult, 
lince. you were aduiſed to it by perſons foe 
well qualityed, and ſoe many as bo they did 
cuen oblige you to it. But I beſeech you Sir, 
be not negligent, now that youre purt to ſea; 
lince it was not without cauſe, that you feared, 
zuen ſoe much as to imbarke yourſelf, For my 
parte, I amfull of thought, leaſt our aduerſary 

aue traced out this courſe, ſoe to hinder your 
proceeding,inthe way toGod, which you were 
taking, For many imployments f though euen 
about good things ) thould not be committed, 
to young beginners ; becauſe they vie, to trou- 
ble ſuch perſons , as haue not yer ett all thoſe 
things in order which concerne them(ſelues. 
And ſoc our Aduerſary hath done much hurr 
to many, by this meanes , and brought them to 
the paſle of ſome poore little ſwallow , which 
goes forth to fly before ſhe is well in ſtrength; 
and then hauing not power, to proſecute her 
fight vp alofr, nor yet to retourne to her neſt 
from which $he went, shee falls downe into 
the hands of boyes ; and they play with her a 
while, and then kill her. 


- This buſines is ſoe much the more ſubrile, & 
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And new beginners, mult be watchfull inthis 
caſe, little lefſe then they would be, hen there 
were queſtion of theirecomitting a {inne, For 
if there be any true zeale in them, it is fite thar 
firſt they be zealous of their owne good. And 
zeale of others, which wants zcalc of a man's 
ſelf, hath beene the fearfullruine of many ſou- 
les. Idefire that you will conceiue a very great 
feare, & care,in hoſe things, which may ſeeme 
200d, to you. For in ſuch caſes as thoſe, doth 
that dewill, who is called Merid:an,deceiue them 
at hizh noone, whame he was not able todecei- 
ue, inexpreſſedarknes.And doe not precipitate 
your ſelf, ypon the making of great reforma- 
tions; nor conceiue, that you are there, for that 
purpoſe, but rather feare, leaſt it be for the pu- 
nishment of your owne linnes, And if your 
hart offer to giue you, that you shalldoe great 
matters inthis Office; belciue it not; but rather 
lay ic proſtrate before our Lord, with feare; be- 
ſeeching himto keepe it ſtill, & that he permitr 
you not to looſe the little, which he hath giuen 
you, of the knowledge of himſelf. Andit yer 
indeede , you muſt execute any thing , let ir 
not be till firſt , you haue recommended it 
earneſtly to our lord; and let it not be of that 


' nature, ( throngh tae difficulty thereof ) as 


that you muſt probably thinke, itis like to colt 
your minde much vnquietnes; andin the end, 
that the profitt will be vncertaine, Some other 
man may doe thoſe things, or els your ſelf, at 


perplexed, as itcomes cloaked with good zeale, ! 
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ſome other time, But now,looke you into your 
owne ſoule, conlider your wayes well, and di- 
rec your feere rightly in them. And becauſe 
you hae little oyle im your lampe , anſweare them 
thus who ſhall deſire oyle of you, Ne forte non 
ſufficiat nobis, & vobrs, I can ſpare you none , for 
perhaps there ts not enough , for vs both And with 
this religious feare, cuen in thoſe things which 
are gs ; and with calling ypon our Lord 


| from your hart, and with plying py ſtudy 


hard, you may perhaps goe through this dan- 


crous paſſages, without harme, I beſcech, 


hriſt, by the meritt.of his bloyd , to graunt 
you this fayour, Amen, 
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| A Letter of the Authour to 4 lady, wherein betells 


ber that of all thoſe things whuch # body might 
chooſe for the ſermice of God , the ſuffering for bu 


loge is the moſt high and ſafe. 

M Adam, In this ſo greate haſt which our 

life is making to leaue vs, it is but reaſon 
that we make election of that , which may be 
beſt for our addrefle in the ſeruice of Chriſt our 
lord; and toput it in practiſe , with diligence, 
leaſt ocrherwiſe , we may haue cauſe torepent 
our ſelues, for not having beene faithfull ſer- 
uantsto that lord, whoe hath beene ſo faithfull 
tovs, and at whoſe hands wee expect that hee 
will be {oe ſtill, There.are many things in this 
life , wherevpon we may caſt our eyes ; fince 
God hath gigen vs libertie : that ſoe we may 
lay hould either vpon this, or that. But amongſt 
ſoc many , what $hall wee chooſe? Shall it pa- 
raduenture be pleaſures , which paſſe away like 
ſmoake, and which leaues ten tymes as much 
affliction behinde them as they brought delight? 
Or shall ic perhapps be the dung of r:chce, which 
is wont to blinde the cyesof the owners, and 
which makes the entrance into heauens gate, 
ſoe hard > Madam , there is noe o—_ tO- 
wards any thinge of this life with hope that it 
will make one happy. For though a man pole(- 
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ſedthem all, they would ſerue him bur for an 
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affliction of ſpirje, and for ari impediment to 
his proceeding ;andin fine, tw vanitie of vani- 
tes : and all vanune, 

Happy therefore is hee, who remoues his 
eyes, fromthar which makes ſuch haſte topal- 
ſc away.and who places them vpon that, which 
neuer ends , and where delight is pure , and 
true, becauſeit is taken in ruth it (elfe, which 
is God, And where the treaſures are certaine, 
{ ſince they all conſiſt in enioying him , who 
alone, ſufficesro enrich his pollefſors with in- 
eſtimable beatirtude. 

But now to the ſeruice , of this God, 
there are many ſeuerall wayes and ſome car- 
ry an affection to one , and ſometo another, 
euery one according to his inclination. Some 
like the atiue life , and others the contempla- 
te. Some excell in abſtinence , others ſert vp | 
their reſt ypon Chaſtitie. And ſoe wee ſee, 
that diuers Saints haue flourished, with ſcue- 
rall yerrues, and guifts of God. But Madam, 
amongſt allthe things of this world, wherein 
our lord may bee pleaſed by vs, let vs make 
choiſe of ſwfering for his loue : for this is both 
moſt high , and moſt: ſafe. And this did the 
Maiſter of truth, whoe is Chriſt our lord, teach 
vs, when coming into the world , he princi- 

ally exerciſed himſelfeinthis, and to this, he 
bath inuited ys, This is a pointe of ſecuritie, 
| andnot athinge made of duſt, or ſtrawe. For 
it is tiot of conformitie with our ſenſualli- 
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ftle , but of contrarietie therevnto. And onely ; 
the loue of le/ws , is able to make affliction 
fauonr well in our mouthes ; and he alone js 
ſufficient to-make vs encounter , and embra- 
ce that , which of it ſeife is ynpleaſant , and 
| driues men from ir. | 
What did it fignifie that Moyſes ſeeing a 
ſerpent before him, grew into feare . and be- 
ganne to flye : but that men , who confide- 
ring what they- ſufter aQtually , or els fore- 
| ſeeing what they axe to fuffer , are frighted, 
and would not onely ſuffer it but not (oe 
much as ſee it. But God commaunded, that he 
Should returne ro that , from which he had 
fled, and nor onely returne, towards it, but 
to take it vp into his hand, And he, obeying 
the voice of God, founde in thoſe hands, 
noe more now a ſerpent , to bite him , but a 
ſtaffe to ſupport him, Thus doth it dayly hap- 
pen to men , who in their afflitions obeying 
| the will of our lord who ſends them, and ta- 
king them into their hands , that isto ſay, 
taking hould of the occaſions w hich are offc- 
[red, and accepting them with obedience, thar 
| they finde noe ſuch diſcomfort , or difquier, 
as is wont to weary the ſoule with complay- 
ning , butt comfort , and ſupport , and 
ſtreagth : Confiding , that fince God ſendes 
them cributations , he will place himſelfc 
neere about them , according to his promiſe: 
|and-that he lodges his loue-in them , ſince he 
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treates them hike his beloued children, and as} 
he hath treated as many freindes as cuer he hath | 
had, in this world. | 
| Thus doth tribulation breede patience and patien- | 
ce, is the proofe of that love, and faith , which | 
we haue in Chriſt our lord, And this patience 
workes hope , becauſe God hath promiſed to 
make them participate of his glory , whoe are 
participant of his Croſſe. And thus doth tribula- 
tion turne into a ſtaye, and ſlaffe to our weake- 
nes , becauſe it makes vs confhide in our lord 
more and more ; andit takes from vs that kinde 
of vaquictnes and complayning ; which , affli- 
tion , was formerly wont to.giue vs, like a 
kinde of ſerunr. Be you therefore well aduiled, 
by making choice, of that whichis pleaſing to 
(God , and be nor one of them ; whome the 
Heb. 5 Apoſtle S. Paxle reprehends ſaying. It was rea» 
» ſon that you should haue growne greate ſpiri- 
> tuall Maiſters , after ſoe long a tyme, wherein 
> you had ſerued God; and yer you {till continue 
» but very babes , whoe haue neede of new in- 
» ſtruſtion , in the principles of thoſe things 
q which concerne God , and you are rather fitt| 
,'toſucke milke , then to cate the breade with] 
, the cruſt , which is the foode of ſuch as are} 
growne ſtronge. | 

Madam, you muſt conſider, that that ſchol-| 
ler doth not pleaſe bis Maiſter , who hauing| 
beene taught a thing at many ſeuerall tymes, is} 
(till asgroſle, andrude, as at the ficſt, And that | 
phiſirian growes weary , who. findes that he| 
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jucs noe helpe, through the patients fault, by 4-4 
a receipt of obiſick , which be hath mini- 
ſtred often, And ſoc out lord isnot pleaſed, thar 
we $should {till continue in taking the milke of 
comforts , and delights ; bur that we should 
runn nimbly towards. him, alchoughircould not 
be done , withour paſſing the pikes : and that 
the fire of our loue muſt conſume whatſocuer 
Shall ſtand before ys 7 fiance there is nothing 
which it imports vs ſoe much to haue , as lone; 
And this love cannot recciue ſoc good a proofe, 
as by tribulation and paine, 
| Now whoſocuer loues Chriſt our lord, 
Should not defire to be without ſometryall , or 
proofe , whether indeede he loue him, yea, or 
noe. And though that proofe may paine one 
much, yet it giues him c6fort , to perceiue, That 
God hath examined bim with fyre, and that he bath 
not found wickednes in him; and that it made hint 
not turne backe, from the enterpriſe which he 
hadin hand, A great honour it is toſtandcon- 
ſtant, in that which much croubles ys; and we 
cannot yeild a ſeruice ro God which pleaſes him 
better , then when with a very willing hart, 
we be afflited for his ſake : and when wee | 
drinke that challice in his company, who drun- 
ke ſo deepely of it, for vs. Vpon this you muſt 
place your eyes , fince God is pleaſed ro chooſe 
this meanes, whereby to bringyou vptowards | 
him. Doe not turne coward , in fighting the 
bartailes of the of erous loue of rhe celeſtiall 


kinge; nor hould you any tyme to be well im- 
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[318 _ SPIRITVALL Ep-44. | 
ployed, bur that, wherein you ſuffer ſomethitig, 
| for your beloved, which alone , ought to give 
you conifort, and ground , tothinke that you 
loue our lord, For, as for other things , though 
you should be taken vptothe third heauen, you 
knowe not, whether you louc your ſclfe the- 
rein, or him, For perhaps it is but the delight, 
in hauing that fulfilled which you delire : and 
not purely , becauſe that is done, which is pleas 
ling to God. ; : 

And ſince you are already dedicated to the 
loue of God, and are redeemed by. hitn , ſee that 
you ſtil] be doceing your duty exactly well, that 
foe like # goof huſwife, you may appeare at the | 
day of iudgnient all rich with loue ; andeuen| 
cut in pieces in this warre, after the imitation of | 
Chriſt our lord, who dycd in this batraile by] 
the hands of love. Inuiting as many as loue him, | 
to ſuffer of that which he ſuffered , and to anſ=} 
were with loue to hisloue; and being ready to 
gtue himſelfe, as an eternall reward, tothem 
Who paſle through theſe amorous afliftions for} 
his Cle : and your ladyship shall be one of them, | 
by the greate mercie of hini, who hath made} 
clection of you , for this purpoſe, 1 
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A Letter of the Authour , to 4 Cavalitr bis freiad 
who ws ficke , and defired to enter into Religion, | 
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The Authour shewes , that the carrying of the 
Croſle, mm the company of Chriſt our Lord, 15 exer- 
Ciſed beſt in ſicknes, when ut is borne withpatience, 
He alſo defends the Fathers of the Society of Teſus, 
aduifing bim alſo to efleeme them, the rather , be- 
Cauſe be had beene inflirufted by them, 


Oudoe well , in being contented to ſerue, 
' inthat houſe of our great Lord, inthe 0j- 
fice oFbeing ſicke. For to paſle from deemg , to 
ſuffering, ipa figne, that Chriſt our lord aduaun- 
ces his ſeruants, & raiſes them from belowe the 
ſaircs,to attend aboue, Certainly, there is no- 
thing in this exile of ours, which is ſoe fitt for 
vs,asto carry the Croſſe,in company of ourlord, 
whodid ſoe loue it, & who,for loue,dyed vpon 
it, Now this is better exerciſed , in ſicknes, 
which is ſoe vnſauoury toflesh aad bloud, and | 
which cinot caule vain glory inthe patiet;zthen 
in health, how well ſoeuer it be employed. 
Great werethe workes , which Chriſt our 
Lord performed in this mortall life; but in his 
ſuffe rring, he exceeded them all, & all the world: | 
That ſoe wee might vnderſt5d, what theApoſt= | 1 
le S. [ames ſaith , Brethren, efleeme it a: 4 reaſon — 
ſupreme toy, to ſee your ſelues in many affiions. And | - 
the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, that the worke of pat/eace, 1s 
perfe, Soe that, you muſt be gratefull ro our 
lord, for having ſent you licknefle; and if you 
beare this Croſſe, & burden well, he may perhaps | | 
aduice youto the carrying of others, which are | 
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prouides for ſuch alone, as'are his neareſt 
treinds ; that ſo they may comforme themſel- 
ues to him, whoſe Crofje was extremely great, 


parably more extreame, in that part thereof, 
which was inuiſfible, And though it may ſeeme 
to you, that God hath taken away your other 
Offices or imployments , becauſe you gaue him 
not a good account thereof; yet forbeare not 
to be thankefull to him, who hath ordercd the 
| matter,4s now weeſee. For to be corrected by 
che hand ofſuch afather, and with ſoe great 
| loue, puts vsratherinto necde of humility, for 
the moderating of ourioy and comfort , then 


_ Y 


mcunr. 

But yet neuertheles , 1 am in ſome feare, 
that perhaps, you may not profit by this fea- 
uer of yours. For ſome beginners, are wonte 
to giue liberty tothe ſoule, in the infirmities of 
ther body ; though yet; they be not ſuch, as 
threaten daunger or death, Ir is a/ thing very 
contrary to reaſon, for a man to turne Porficks, 
into poyſen , and to take occalion of growing 
worſe , by that which was ſent a man by our 
Lord, ro make him better, Call therefore vpon 
him, with your hart and beſeech him, that fin- 
ce he ſtrikes you, 1n the ſtrength of yoar body, it 
may be,to make you goe morelightly rowards 
him , with your ſoule. And foraſmuch as this 


fic enes, is ſent you, that yaur body , by the / 
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more interiour, and irkeſome , and which he:| 


| euen in that which was to be ſcene; but incom- | 


| of patience, wherewith to endure the punilh- 
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-paynethercof may pay for that finne which hath-| = 
__ committed by the ſame body ; you muſt 
not ſuffer it to be the occaſion of your incurring 
new debts, lince it was meant that it should 
diſcharge the ould, DER  Y 
You mult live , with great refletion vpon 
your (elf : and giue noe credit to flesh and blood 
in all that which ir sball deſire of you but offex 
itto the Croſſe of our lord y in the company of 
his 9wne holy furit. And he, who was content 
to ler-his Croſſe be ſided , by the Croſſes of two 
murdering theeues, will nor driue youfgom him, 
| | Andfince you cannot now continue, your Ccu- 
ſtorue of meditation , or ſpiritual reading, as you |* 
would , yet faile not to be doting ſomewhat, 
the beſt you can, ſo that it be without cuident 
diſaduantage to your health, For our lord is {oe 
powerfull , and ſoc good , as that he giues 
ſtrength to ſuch as haue a myade totake paines, 
And ſometimes , he beſtowes more fauour 
| ypon lick menintheyre beds, who cannot pray; 
| then ypon others , who ſpend many houres in 
| that holy exerciſe. And perbaps, he will vouch- 
ſafe this mercy to you, ſince it coſts him noe 
more , then his very will. And I beſcech you, 
forthe loue of our lord, Vt non circumferaris omni |E pb. 4.f- 
vento doftring, that you be not whirled about , with+ 
every wynde of doftrine, and that you eſteeme of 
thoſe perſons, by whoſe meanes, our lord hath 
| 5hewed mercy on you. Imitating the man, who | 
was borne blinde in the ghoſpell. From whome '1ohn. y 
| noe perſuaſion of atiy man, could rake the good  _ 
p_ — mryomgre—nmn 
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inion, which he entertained of that perſon, | 


who had cured him of his continuall blindnes, 
He tooke thar benefict, for a great roken of the 
goodnes of his Maiſter, when he ſayd, fi peccator 
eſt neſcio, vn ſcio, quod cum cacus eſſem, modo video, 
whether or noe , he be a ſinner, I Cannot tell : but one 
thing I knowe , that I who was blinde , doe now ſer. 
And though he ſaid as we hawe beard , yet he bee | 
leined well , that his Maiſter , was aiuſt perſon, 

as may appeare by the holy kinde of earneſtnes 
which he vſed towards the Icwes , and befides 
by our lords making himſelf knowen to him, 
in the temple :in reward of that faith which he 
defended, My ſelfe haue heard ſome things, 
which are ſaid by ſuchas oppoſe, and emulate 
thoſe Fathers, but I find nor yer , that any one 
of them is grounded vpon reaſon, neither doe I 
beleiue, that there is any * but yer I like well, 
that yet when you defend them, it bee rather 
with meekenes , and few words, then other- 
wiſe, For our lord hath theſe thinges in great 
recommandation ; and his pleaſure is, that they 
Should be carried ſweetely and with patience. 
I beſeech our Blefled lord, to remayney ith you, 


lince he dyed for you. 
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A Letter of the Awuthor to « diſciple of his, He treates 
of the ſecarity , which isgreater when God is 
ſerned in the way of «ffl11on, then when, 
in the Way of Conſolation. 


[ Hayue receiued ſome of your letters, & I haue | 


payed my thankes to our Lord, both for ha- 
uing giuen you health , and his bleſſed help 
withall, co be in fauour with him, continuing 
that 'good , which alreadic he had begun' in 
you ; and ſoe you mult confide , that he will 
doe cuen to the end, for his workes are perfet2. 
This which he will doe for you, is a fauour 
his , and noe meritr of yours, Nor willhe leaue 
the care , and gouerment of you in your owne 
hands; Buthe, for his glory, willcake the bu- 
lines of your ſaluationto himſelfe, Now this he 
doth as a moſt wiſe Phyſitian , ſomerymes by 
making much of you , ſomerymes by shewing 
lignes of diſguſt ; gining you ſomerymes , the 
light of ccnding , and at other tymes the wor- 
me-wood of ſorrow ; Now hyding himſelfc 
from you for the tryall of your faith, and then 
shewing him(elfe to you , for the encreaſe the- 
reof. And by a thouſand other meanes which he 
knowes how to vie , hee will giue you your 
ſoule ſaued, withour , in a manner your per- 


ceiuing how ? ou come by it, till you haue it, 


Be not diſordered in your iudgment . eyther 
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| | by way of valewing your fcltethe more, when 


you thinke your buſines goes well, oryet, on 
the other ſide, muſt you giue ſentence of con= 
demnation againſt your ſelfe, conceiuing that 
all is already loſt, when you conceiue that you 
haue reaſon, to be diſguſted with your ſelf. The 
hart of man is wicked , and cannot be ſeatched, 
and fifred , but by the wiſedome of God him- 
felte : and to him, and to his iudgment, you 
muſt cemirtthe ſentence concerning the caſe in 
whichyou ſtand. And you muſt walke on,both 
with great confidence of his mercy , and with 
a religious feare , of his hiFh maicſty. Depart 
neyther to the right hand nor tothe left, Doe 
not belecue that there is any Sanctity at all, 
wherethereisany want of this chaſt, and holy 
feere, which makes a man grow hdble. For thee 


depends ypon another and it makes himbang, 


him with continuall prayer , that though he 
may, without iniuſtice depriue him of the good 


he will nor doe it. 

Nor muſt you beleiue any Spirit, which by 
meanes of any temptations, or Spiritualbdiſc6- 
forts , may come to you : nor yetif any darke- 
nes or avguish , which may be conueyed into 
your ſoule, shall pretend to difauay you, or 
perſwade you to diſconfidence in our Lord, 
who loues you. But tell that Spirit , that if it bad 


waned you po Giſconbdein yourkelle i cbould 


reby he knowes, that the good, which he hath, | 


as it were, yponthe cares of God, beſeeching 


he gaue him , yet that through his goodnes , 
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baue had all reaſon, becauſe youare nothing, | 
bur meere weaknes. But , inf ſaying that you! 1.3 
mult not hope for ſafety at his hands whois the 1% 
common fſaluation of all the world : tell him he | 
lyes, and therein youshall but ſay a truth, 
Chriſt our Lord loues you more then you 
can thinke : onely it is fitt ſomety mes, that he l 
hide ir from you. For perhaps, if you knew it, \ 
you might fall intoa greater occaſion, and dan= | | 
ger of vanity , then the ſuſpition you haue of 
your not being beloued by him, may be of your 
deſpayre;for without doubt they are fewer who 
can enioy proſperity , without any mixture of 
vanity , or inordinate delight, in the fyyeer mea- | 
tes which are giuen them: thenthere are, who 
can beare, the bitternes of tribulation, without 
deſpaire, C6ceiue you therefore that our Lord, 
 keepes you ſafe, inthe hauen of fecurity,y nder Þ+ 
the sharp rocke of tribulation : to the end you i. 
| may not purrify, with too much {weetnes : but Þ- 
be preſerued by the birternes of myrh, And at 
this, you are not to be troubled. For of your ſelf 
you should make election of that, which will 
be good for you in Eternity,rather then of thar, 
| which may afford you ſome littte remporall 
guſt, Yea and euen in ſpitituall conſolations, 
we reap not ſomety mes ſoe much profitt, as we 
doe delight, Nor will you be demaunded at the 
laſtday, what comforts you shall haueenioyed: | 
| bur what diſcomforts, you haue ſuffered, with- 
out fayling,eyther in point of faith, or low And - 
belciue you, that God receiuesthar for ſeruice.. 


—_——en——— —_— 


: is 


X.3 ” 


TY 
OB Toy ns Oe eee 


"= II 
_ 


F _ 
YET SITS 


l -”- 


- 


 SPIRITVALL Ep.'4k| 


bh. —_— —_— —— 


| which being contrary to your ſenſuality, and 


{ cnioy, For if to be regaled by Almighty God 


| lightof Lampes, & whe he will call ys to account, 


| chen will many of thoſe workes appeare tohaue 


ſelfe will, yoy did yer accept, as being conque- 
red by his love, and not that which a man how 
(enſuall ſocuer he might be, would be glad to 


were to doe true ſeruice to higdiuine Maieſty, 
he would not haye ſoe few ſeruants : ſince there 
are ſoe many, who by this way, & that way, and 
euery way ate ſeeking comforts. But they vn- 
derſtand not, how farre it is from God, to be 
able to abſtainefrom comforting his afflicted, 
and deieted ſeruants , when it is beſt for them, 
Andas farr alſohe is, from liking them, who 
taking oftheireeyes, from bis tormenting Croſſe, 
ſend them in ſearch after Comforts as concei-4 
 uing that the more they haue thereof, the more 
beloued , and more happy they are. And they 
'neuer conſider, how poorethey $shall be found, | 
at thatday, when God will fifte leru/«lem with the | 


whether we loue him from the profoundeſt part 
of our hearts, and our ſelues for him, & in him, 
and through him : or els whether we haue lo- 
ued him for our ſelues, & to our owne yſc. And 


beene carnall, & infected with, ſelfe loue, and 
intereſt, which shined like ſoe much fine gould, 
in their eyes who performed them, Y ou are the- 
refore more ſecure from intereſt , or compla- 
cence , when ſuchthinges cometo you as caule | 


bitxernes, But thElet the loue of God alone, per- 


'C wade you roendure them, till he prouide other- 
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h\ 
of the holy Ghoſt , as may make you abound in 
charity, and peace, and toy : treading yourpal- 
fions vnder foot, and hauing your foule, cuen | 
all enbalmed with grace. Yet when you shall be | 
in ioy , doe not enioy it for your ſelfe: but em- 
ploy it with greater ſtrength , vpon himwho 

auc it: ferching alſo reaſon fromthence, why 
itshould makeyour loueencreaſe. 

I beſcech that Lord, who remembred you 
when you forgot him , to glue ſtreoagth vnto 
your inward man that ſoc you may know bow, 
to adore, obey , and loue him and thathe will 
ſend his boly Spirit into your heart , chat it 
may "guide you into that land of Ecernall 
light, Amen, $519 
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A Letter of the Authonr, to 4 Religious woman , 4 
- ſpiritugll child of bus He shewes that it 1s noe aſju- 
red fiene of disfaudny , for God to eftraunge 
himſelf ſometinves: & that our ſaſtty depends 
more vpon bu goodnes , then our deſerts : 
and be perſuades her to hane 
confidence in God, 


Haue receiued many of your letters ſince I 
faw youlaſt. And in ſome of them, you tould 
mee-, that your ſoule was troubled : and in 
ochers, that our lord had begynne to giue you 
comfort, Yea, and I thinke you ſayd, in ſome 
one of them, that the peace, and camfort which 
formerly you had ceceiued, was entirely retour-' 
ned, I anſweared none of thoſe letters , cyther 
becauſe my (innes hindered mee, from the gra- 


] ce of giuing you comfort; or els becauſe | knew 
{ you had ſufficient coufidence in mee, without 


receiuing my an{weares. But now ar laſt, I re- 
celue a lerter from you, whereby youtell mee, 
that you are as much afflicted , as cuer, if it 


be not. rather more ; and you deſire mee to 


write, 

I aminpaine, through your paine , and this, 
hath moued mee , to entreate , that for the loue 
of Chriſt leſus crucified , you ſuffer not your 


ſelfe to be blinded by that darknes, which fſu- 
perfluiry of ſadnes, is wont to drawe ouer our | 
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ſoules, but remember, how faithfull that lord 
is,to whom you haue offered yourſelfe, And, 
that itis an vſual thing with his infinit wiſdome, 
to ſaue the ſoules of his ſeruants, by meanes 
Ar hich they cannot reach to vnderſtand; hiding 
his loue from them ſometimes : and shewin 
chem a countenance of (ome rigour; and all this, 
not becauſe he is cruell, but out of pure, and 
perfect mercye. Becauſche knowes that our in- 
firmityes are better cured, when wee are layd 
ynder the ſcourge of tribulation ; then when we 
are carryed yp in the hands of proſperity and 
comfort. 

You tell methat deſolation wherein you are, 
ſcemes very bitter to you, and that you cannot 
beare the rigour of that angry face of our lord, 
which you ſay he shewes to you, and that ab. 
ſence alſoe from him, wherein you line, But 1 
tell you, my good fiſter, that though rribula- 
tion may be of as much daunger toyou as you 
declare : yet the ſtate of comfort , is ſtill ſubieR 
to as much, Nay, proſperity, is much moreto be 
feared , then adverfiry, For in the former , the 
ſoule runnes hazard , to depart from God : bur 
in the latter thoughit ſuffer payne, yet that very 
payne it felfe, incites one todrawe nearer tohim, 
Andifyou ſay , thatthe great weight of diſcom- 
fort, doth ſomerimes pur the ſoule in daunger of 
linning through impatience , you fay thothing 
but truth, But yet you muſt knowe withall, that 
much oftener, atd by aflaulrs of greater daun- 
ger , the ſoule is brought into daunger by the 
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{weetnes of guſt, | 
Remember the Apoſtle ſaint Paule , who 
through the grace of him who was cracifyed, 
did eſtceme it for glory , to ſuffer the affli- 

1 tions of the Croſſe. And though he were e 
wironed by warrs without , and feares within : 
yet his ſoule was ſafely kept, as in a hauen 
moſt ſecure. Bur ſoc great was the daunger 
which herann by the faire and cleare _ 
of conſolations and rexelations; that if God had 
not permitted him , to be (cized vpon by the 
tempeſt, both of inward, and outward troubles, 
which layd ſuch load vpon his neck , as made 
him ſtoope , that great Saint might haue beene 
in daunger , through the occaſion of comfort, 
whom loe ws 


— 


iſcomforts could not once 

pluck downe. By this meanes, the bitter , was 

the cure of the ſweete : and the Angel of Satan, 

wasthe occaſion of benefit to him , to whom 

4 thar great communication of Almighty God, 
might hauc becne the occaſion of falling ; if 

— pg humane frailty , he had puffed vp him- 
clte. 

If now this might haue happened to that 
veſſel of elefFion : andifirt were neceſlary for him 
to ſuffer, that'ſoe he might bee freed from the 
daungers of comfort; how can you meruaile , if 
God hauc watered your ioy with teares: if your 
harpe be ſer to ſad tunes ; and if thoſe fron 
- | communications, which you had before with 
Almighty God , be turned into. ſuch an vnla- 
| uoury departure from hjm. His eyes, arcableto 
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[diſcerne , that , which yours cannot. And hee | 
knowes full well , the vanity of that bart of | 
yours, which would not perkapps , beableto 
endure the weight of diuine fauours. Orelsper- 
happs he may (ce, that you are likely te ſuffer 
decay of health by the excelle, of the ſweernes, 
of that diuine guſt which he gaue you : Or 
elſe, that yoy eſteemed more of your (clfe 
then you did of others, who want theſe com- 
forts : Or els in fine, ir may haue happened, 
for any one of many other faults , which may 
haue taken hould of the imperfeRion of your 
hart, & which cannot be throughly ſifted by 
any , but by that Godalone, who madeir. 
Yeaand if youshould not be, in any nece(- 
ity, of this kind of philick ( becauſe, though 
our lord should comfort you till, yer perhapps 
you were not, to fall into theſe inconuenien- 
ces) yet there are many other reaſons, why our 
lord may thinke fir to treate his ſeruants, after 
this manner, All which, are grounded vpon his 
loue tovs; though in the blind cye of flesh and 
bloud, they may ſeeme to grow from disfauour, 
You know, it is a common ſaying , He who 
lones thee , will make thee cry. And the holy ſcri- 
pture ſaith , that 4 wound , given by a freind 1s bet- 
| fer then the treacherous kiſſe of an enemy. And be- 
leiue you for certaine , that our lord loues you, ' 
and therefore doth he treare you after this man- 
ner, For it is written , our lord pannishes whom be 
{ lowes , and be correFFs ſuch a one, as he receines for 
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1 332 SPIRITVALL P.44. 
And as it»former times, God ſent molt aj. 
deous Martyrdomes to his beloued ſeruants, |, 
| by the hands of baſe and bloudy executioners, 
ingaging them in bitter warrs , that afterward 
he might honour them with pretious crowneg; 
ſoe now, when thoſe exteriour Martyrdomes 
are ceaſed, heſedes others which bee interiour, 
And theſe ( howſoeuerthey are not vilble ) be 
yet as great, or greater, then thoſe. For then, 
men tormented them , and God gaue them 
comfort; and by the ſtrength of this Omnipo- 
rent God ; thoſe torments were ouerwrought, 
and mailtered, which were inflicted on them, b 
weake men, Rut now , he whodiſcomforts , is 
our Lord, who hides himſclfe; and the Deuils, 
like cruell executioners , doe by a thouſand p 
deuices , torment the minde, which is farr 
more ſenſible , then the body. And from thatWf 
torment,doth many times redound, a torment r 
euen to the very body it ſelfe. And ſoe the who- 
le man, both within and without, is layd vpon 
the diſcomforts of a Croſſe And he (ighes, and 
grones, and askes ſuccour of our Lord. And 
our Lord, the while, makes himſelfe deate, and 
, is more hidde from the ſoulethen if there were 
_ {{eauen wals , betweene him andirt. Yea and it 
doth alſoe expreſly feele , that our Lord bath 
abſented himſelfe from it ; and that, not onely} 
. |in the way of not doeing it any fauour , butra- 
ther expreſly ſceming , to Sebowour it, As h 
| eeded with the Canenean , when , at the 
firſt, hedid bur forbeare to anſweare , bur af- 
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terward , he compared her to adog. 

Thartindeed is an hower, of wii oe anguish, 
when the ſoule findes noe repoſe,in any thing, 
to which it can apply it ſelfe, As when a man 
is drowning , in a profound ſea, without fin- 
ding ſoc much, as ay licclerelt for the feete, 
Or like one, who is bound faſt, band and foor, 
and wauld fainerifſe vp, but knowes not on- 
ce how to ſtirr. For as he,who is highly com- 
forted by Almighty God,cannot be diſcomfor- | 
ted, by any paine,or torment, foe can nothi 
comfort him,who is diſcomforted by Almigh- 
ty God, And yet muſt theſe ſeruants, goe > 
their lord ; through ſuch a defart as this, which 
is cuen avery image of death, and by ſuch dark- 
nes, anddiſtrefle, they mult paſle on, ro the 
place of reſt, | | 

This Martyrdome I ſay , muſt be endured, 
for loue of the Spouſe, by that ſoule, which deſt- 
res to carry, the Embleme of Lowe in her hart; and 
am6gſt theſe thornes ſhee muſt make her neſt, 
if shee will be conforme to her Head, who was 
crowned with thornes, And theſe draughts 
muſt shee ſwallow downe; & into theſe ſmea- 
tes mult ſhee bee caſt who refolues to keepe 
that Lord company, who, being in fierce ago- 
Þy vpon that holy Thersday at night,did ſwea- 
Wc drops of blood, from his whole body, in te- 
Yitimony , the: bis ſoule, was truly [ad ,exen tothe 
very death. 
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Y Didyouthinke porhapye ; that it was ſome 
Wdainty and delightfull ching, to ſerue Chriſt 
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| ou Lord 2? or that you vnd&rtooke ſome tri- 

fling buſines , when you began to place 
your loue on him >} They who'fight rhe bat- 
tailes of loue, muſt dye dayly , as S. Paule did: | 
And they mult bee euen cruell, againſt them 
ſelues , ( as a man who were careleſle of ſoc 
many baſe and broken pots ) to theend , that 
they may neuer faile of fidelity to the Loue 
of our Lord, Which Loue , was neuer com- 
plyed with well by any, who was eyther ne- 
gligent, or mconfident, For the former of theſe 
two, ſeekes his owne Regalo, whereas it were 
his part, toſeeke the contentment of his be- 
loued, And the latter, faints in his lone, becau- 
ſe he cannot beleive that he is beloued, But 
Faith being ioyned to Obedience , frees vs from 
ſuch miſchciues as. theſe; making vs beleiue 
that God loues vs, and then moſt, when he 
moſt hides his loue from vs; and when he ſee- 
mes to be moſt rigourous , and cruell towardes 
vs. For the condition, and property of trut 
faith, is to beleiue not onely vpon thoſe ſignes, 
and pawnes, which may be giuen ; butas well, 
without them ; and not onely without them, 
but cuen againſt them. And herein , it doth but 
reſemble euery other verine , which then de- 
clares beſt of what ſtrength and beauty it is, 
| when it is put on, by the feweſt helpes ; and 
| when it is encountered, by the greater impe- 
diments. 


That is true love , Which loues a on, 
| who cuen deſerues not to bee beloued. And 
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char is true Patience , which ſuffers imperti- 
nences, and endures wrongs, And thendoth 
Chaſtity , deſerue a rich, and gallant crowne of 
glory , when in deſpight w, ſeuerall rempta- 
tions , it ſtandes fait. And foe , yor+ muſt 
learne to know, the true valew of true faith, 
which beleiues and puts confidence , . in 
the truth , and goodnes of God , againſt 
that diſtruſt, or deſpaire , which bumane rea- 
ſon , or the ſenſes of fleſh and bloud, might 
pretend to cauſe, By this Faith , wee ſee 
that which is inuifible , how deepe ſoeuer 
it be hidd. And euen through the midit of 
theſe pikes , which are the disfauours of 
God , ( the ſharpe points whereof we feele 
ſticking in vs ) wee yer enter, and paſle on, 
into that moſt retired ſecret of the hart of 
our Lord ; and there wee finde, that indeed 
he loues vs , though hee ſhew ys lignes, 
which looke as if they proceeded from dil- 
affection, And then ſoe wee eſteeme, and yſe 
them, as wee ought , when we take rhem for 
the tryal of our Faith; and for the exerciſe of 
our Lowe ; and for the encreaſe of our Crowne; 
and for matter , whereypon our Ubedience to 
God, muſt worcke, 

If you beleive mee not , I pray you 
tell me, how $hall the chaſt woeman betryed, 
but by contradictions, and combares againſt 
| Chaſtity ? And how $hall your Faith be tryed, 
bur by receiving theſe rokens of disfauour, 
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| at his hands. Forinthe end , hee will anſwea- | 
re you thus , O weeman , greate is thy fautb , let| 


is thus reſolued , to make tryall of your fi- | 
deiity to him, For this is a very vſuall thing 
berweene Spenſes ; and the fruite thereof vſes 
co be, but an encreaſe of loue; which it is nat 
fic ro keepe idle ; forin our employment, and 
exerciſe thereof , doth our lite and treaſure 
conttite. And now God made choice of you; 
to diſcharge this office towardes him. And if 
indeed you would exerciſe it well, it mult be 
by louing him, though you feeic not your ſelte 
to be beloued by him, and by following him, 
whome you concetue to be flying from you, 
For he who loues not but onely when hee 
finds himſelfe to be beloued, is indeed noe true 
louer ; but his reſpe&s, runa all towards him- 
ſelfe. And hecreby it will appeare , whether 
you be thar rue Canenesn or noe, if when you 
heare hard language, and be caſt of by our lord; 


| 


| 


. 


— 


him, who flyesfromyou ; and humbling your. 


me baſe, vnreaſonable creature-, you doe yet 
proceede to loue him, as fincerely , and purely, 
as'if you taſted of great delights, and Regalos, 


that be done which theu defireſt, | | 
But inthe meanc time be you reſolute , in 

continning faithfull; and ſay to him with your | 

whole harc ,,O Lord I will love thee, thengb thou 


| 


— SPIRTITVALL Ep. 44. 11 
|Be not troubled , to finde that your Spouſe þ 


you doe yet importune him; and if following | 


ſelf to him, who treats you noe better, then ſo- | 


showldeft nor lane me. 1 well ſeeke thee , and locke | 
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earfuly toward: thee , though thou fiye from me. 


Let me loxe thee ſlill : vpon that condition, doe with 
me what thow wilt. By this means, the disfauours 
of ourlord, shall be conuerted , into the exer- 
viſe of true love : and herein you are to remaine 
more contented ; then you are to be in paine, 
for being disfauoured. Nor $hall you onely 
pleaſe our lord by this meanes ,; but moreouer 
you will obraine a crowne in heauen ; which 
will be ſtraungely greate. For by the meaſure of 
| your d:ſcomforts, that robe of glory, is to bee cut 
' out, wherewith you muſt be veſted, in heauen: 
and from the ſeede of teares , we muſt gather the sheg- 


| ves of ioy. And we are not to be crowned , for | 


hauing beene in denotion, and conſolation; but 
for haning beene ( as it were ) threshed yyith 
yaricty of temptations , and for hauing beene 


content, with the taſte of ſuch gall , as carried | 


the very imiage of hell with it, and of the tor- 
ments thereof: and for bearing all theſe things, 
with an equall minde , and for beleiuing chat 
they are light, and few , in comparifon of that 
ſaperexcellent weight of glory , which is to be renea- 
led in them, who $shall be humbled, and morti- 
fyed afrer this manner. And wee muſt thinke 
our ſelues happy, in being obedient toyhe or- 
dinance of our lord God , not onely , in that 
which giues vs guſt, but inthe contrary alſoe, 
For otherwiſe , what wonder is it, to ſee the 
ſpouſe, obey her fellow ſpouſe , inthat , which gi- 
ues contentment to her ſelfe : lince for that, 
there is noe greate neede of lace : for the reſpet 
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| our lord will looke vpon ſuch a fpra/e as thats 


; Faith, ſince God hath armed you withit, and 


of proper intefeſt is able to breed ſuch obedience 
as that. Nor doe I know, with what eyes, Chriſt 


lince he obeyed his Father, for her ſake, in caſes 
of {oe extreame affliction, ſaying : Let 11 be, nu a 
I wil, but as thow wilt. Whereas shee faith , iuſt 
the contrary; Not as thou wilt, but a: | wil! : for 
Shee will be ſquared out by another rule, then 
her head was : and will needs make ihe will of 
God, which is eternally good , to be crocked, 
that it may conforme it {clte ro her will : which 
feekes nor that which istruly good for her, and 
which eternally is to be foe . but that which 
ſeemes likely, to giue her, ſome little temporal 
delight. 

Awake O Virgin, out of that ſleepe, wherein 
youare : for it is broad day, Take the beildy 


driue away theſc diſmayes, belceuing , that you 
are beloued, though you be nor regaled by our 
lord. And turne your complaint backe vpon 


| yourſelf ſince a little preſent disfauour, is « 


more power, towards the drawing you downe; 
then the many fauours, which are paſt, to keepe 
you faſt on foot, You now, doe iuſt the con- 
trary,of what you should. For whereas it were 
reaſon , that in this time of tribulation, you 
should remember your comforts of former ti 
mes : beleiuing , that the trouble which now 
you haue, is butto trye , what proportion © 
truſt , you repoſe in God : You doe yet callit 
into queſtion , whether his loue were true to 
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and leafe, then in the ſubſtance, and roote, 

| You haue noe iuſt cauſe to be diſmayed, 
though you bee afflicted, For our lord is nor go- 
ne from you : but he went away , with a mea- 
ning onely to ſtande by , and to ſee how you 
carried yourſelfe, like a mother who hides her- 
(elfe behind a hanging , to obſerue, and heare, 
what her childe ſayth , and doth : whilſt he 
thinkes that he hath loſt her, but then $shortly 
shee ſteps outand makes much of hirh, 

If you feare, that he hath forſaken you, and 
giuen you bull of ſeparation , forthe faults, and 
ignorances , into which you may haue fallen, 
you are much deceiued, For in farr greater falls 
thenthoſe , his courſe hath beene to comfort 
ſoules, by ſaying, Thou haſt committed fornication 
with many lowexs : but yet retourne tome, and I will 
receive thee. 


Though God like well , that his ſeruants | 


Should know, and weigh the faults, into which 
they fall ; yet it is not his pleaſure , that they 
schould be diſmayed , or too exccſſiuely affli- 
ted by them./Nay he eſteemes this, to be of mo- 
re difſeruice tohim,, then the very fall it (clfe. 
Neither is it alſoe his pleaſure , that a finne 
which is as little as a graine of ſcede, should be 
made by vs, as bigg as an Elephant, and much 
leſle , that we should make that to be a ſinne, 
wich indeed is none, Soe that if you hauenot 
fallen into ſinne, and yet will needs be troubled, 


you then, or noe : belciuing rather inthe shew, | 


as if you had, you offend arainſt his truth, And 
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if you hadfallen, you should offend againſt hiz: 
mercye , by not beleiuing, that he hath pardoned 
you. You offend alſoe againſt his love by ſuſpe. 
Qing , that he hath forgotten you. And laſtly, 
you offend againſt the Croſſes, which he hath 
ſentroyou , eſteeming themto be meſſengers, 
and (ignes of wrath , whereas indeed , they are| 
effects of his goodnes. | | 
Take hence courage, now at laſt , to| 
ſally out , from the owne narrow thoughts ;&| 
beleiue of God, according to his goodnes ; asit | 
imports his honour, that you should doe. And| 
liuenorſtill, in ſuch blindnes , as to meaſure| 
the large hand of God, by the rules of you 
owne poore woefull hart, Nor conceiue you, 
that now he will be arigorous iudge, who, a| 
others times, and in your greateſt occaſions, 
hath beene, a moſt indulgent Father to you, | 
It'was not you ypon whome he looked,| 
when he pardoned you , and called you; but 
he regarded his owne blood, which he ſhedd, 
Nor doth he now, ſtand hanging vpon your 


| handes , as ifheloued you, forthem; but you 


are placed , and written in bis, as heſayth , by 
his Prophet [/ay. And in thoſe handes, he loues 
you; and with thoſe handes he guards you, 
cuen then , when y ou thinke he giues you 
buffers. Butit is his mercye, which is your re- 
medye , and fafety, and noe merittof your 
owne. You are a Daughter , and you are to 
poſleſſe heauen , by way of inheritance, 
and not, as a meere day labourer. Confidein 
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God; and give him glory , in that he lodges i 
his eyes , vpon foe vnwortby athing as you; 
and for that he urpoſes , to exalt ſoc baſe a 
creature, to ſuch height ofglory. And know, 
that he hath noe neede of anything, in you; 
and that if he delire anything , it is, but that 
you may offer him that facrifice of praiſe for 
your owne good; confc{ling him to be your 
gratious pardoner and your piteous ray/er vp, 
from your falls; and your Centinell who neuer 
lleepes when there is queſti6, eyther of doeing 
you fauours , or of drawing good out of your 
ſnnes ; and your moſt wiſe conduttur , who 
carries , and ſaues you , by ſuch pathes, as 
ſeeme, intheeye of your ignoraunceto be very 
farr abour, or rather quitc out of the way. And | 
all this, he doth , through his owne goodnes 
alone , conſidering what biwſelfe is. Which 
carries a greater weight towards your ſalua- 
tion, then your wickednes doth, towards your 
condemnation; and you arc boundto beleiue 
that ſoe it is. And it mult notſeemetraunge 
to you, that the greater, ſurmountsrhe leſje : and 
the Creatowr , the creature, Bur let it-ſtand for 
the laſt conclulion , that as noe goodnes in 
you , was the cauſe , why God loued , and 
called youto his ſeruice ſoc will he take carc, | 
that your wickednes , and weakenes, ſhall not 
hinder the courſe of thoſe mercies , which he 
reſolues to ſhew you, for alleternity. Conti- 
nei your Communions; and,l beſeech our Lord 
to giue them his benediction. For my part, I 
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like well thereof ; and ypon the dayes which 
are fett downe , communicate, from time to 
time; and God will giue you ſtrength, thatit 
may doe you no hurt : for he hath noe quarrel 
fo you. I beg-that he may be your Lowe , fince 
he is your Lozex, 


and in great affl1ftion, He shewes how troub.es 
are the preofe of Faith,anud Loue, in the ſernants 
of God , and how confident they ow2bt to be of his 
diuine Maieſty , in the middeſt of tbeir troubles, 


$ ſoone asIrecciued your letter, I offc 

red thankes to our Lord, for hauing giuen 
you a ligne, that your yocation came from his 
hand, and this figne is, that you haue ſuttered 
tribulation, You muſt not bealittle gladd of 
this, ſince our Lord loues you. Nor yet muſt 
you beſlacke, fince you are in the middeſt of 
many dangers ; but carry your eye towards 
him, Ks, ae called you with ſo great loue, 
You mult alſoe haue a ſtronge harte , For he 
called you not with intention to giue you ouer 
in the middeſt of your journey ; but to guide 
you vnder the protection of his owne wings, 
till he may haue conducted you to heauen, 
where you ſhall ſec his face. Let not the faith 
of Chriſt our Lord, nor the loue you owe him 
fleepe inyou; for he neuer ſleepes when there 


is queſtion of docing you any good, 
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Theſe are tokens waich he vſes to ſend, to 
whome he loues, to try if they alſoe loue him, 
iatheir afflitions, and if they conkide in him 
in their dangers : That Spouſe is not worthy of 
thikes, who loues her fellow ſpoule, but onely 
when he is preſent with her; not doth ir coft 
him much to confide in him when $he fandes 
her ſelfe regaled by him. But the matter is, that 
when he abſents himſelfe from her , yea and 
when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her , she 
mult loue him ſoe much the better, as he is fur- 
ther abſent from her, and confide in him ſoe 
much the more ; as she hath fewer cxteriour 
ſignes of his fauour, 

It is enough for you, my good lifter , to 
haue knowne already by experience, how lo- 
uing our Lord hath beene to you ; by his ha- 
uingdrawne you tothe knowledge of himſelf, 
And beyou, not crauing new teſtimonies of 
his Loue, but making your ſelfe ſure enough 
thereof, and be not troubled though he cor- 
retyou; and though ir ſeeme, as if he eſtraun- 
ged himſelfe from you and forgott you; bus 
rather fay thus ; Hee hath 4 minde to rye we, and 
not to oppreſſe mee, You muſt loue our Lord, 
though he corre you, you muſt cohdein him, 
thoughyou feele noe comfort from him. Seeke 
him, though he hide himſelfe ; ſuffer him not 
co reſt , till you haue wake4 him, and till he 
confefle that you are faithfull in his abſence. 
And thus you ſhall finde him returne to you, 
wich ſoe much aduantage , as that when you 
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| this our Lord ſaid, Let not your harts be troubled, 
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peace, and quietnes to the hart. 


Procure greate courage, whergwith to (uf-' 
fer ; for after the rate ” your ſorrows , ſhall 

your comforts be. Bee not alouer of your ſel- 

ie, but be a louer of God; looſe yourſelfe, and 

ſoe you ſhall be ſure to finde your ſelfe. And if | 
once you would but truſt God home; and if 
once you would offer your ſelfe to him, with 
true loue there could nothing happen which 
would fright you. All bitter froſen afflictions 
proceede but from diſtruſt in God. And for 


and doe not feare, You beleine in God, beleine alſo 
in mee, Soe that faith and lone is the cauſe of 


There 1s noe one thinge , whichisſoe ne- 
ceſlary for you, towards the making you able 
to arriue at the end of thatdayes worke , whe- 
rein God hath placed you, as to confide in him 
with loue, Our lord hath many proofes to 
make of you, and many tribulations ſhall 
growe where you looke leaſt for them; bur if 
you ſtand armed with faith and lowe, you ſhall 
ouercome themall. Doe but Ss how 
the children of Iſrael! , when they were iflued 
ut of the land of Egypt, by the meanes of ſoc 
many miracles, and were paſling through ſoc 
many afflictions , before they arriued at that 
land, which our lord had promiſed them, ſaid 
thus, The people which peſſeſſe this land ,is greater 
and fironger then wee; they haue mightie Citttes whoſe 
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enjoye his preſence againe , you willeſtceme 
your former affliQtions well imployed. 
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walis doe euen threaten 12 5k ye we cannot onercome 
ſuch a ſtout nation as this: to what end doe wee 
put our ſelues vpon this ionrney? Andthough ſome 
amongſt them, whoe had farth, did encourage 
the rett, by ſaying that ſince God was of their 
fide, they ſhould eafily be able to ouercome, as 
they had done till then ; yet feare preuailed ſoe 
farre, as that they oftended our lord thereby, 
and through their little confidence , they loſt 
the land, and God deſtroyed them in the deſert, 
without ſuffering them ro enioye that , for 
which they had laboured, and which himfelfe 
had promiſed, Let vs take warning, my good 
filter , by the danger of others : and lett vs 


know , that our lord hath gult, in ſuch as fcare” 


him, and hope in his mercic; andis offended 
| with ſuch, as doe not ſoe. It is ke whoe drewe 

you out of the captivity of Egypt , when he 
inſpired your bart with a deſire of being his: 
and hee leades youſtill , through this deſert, 
which is ſoc impleaſant : where ſometymes 
you want the bread of doctrine, tor lacke of 
ſuch, as might breake it toyou : other tymes 
you want company which may ſpeake of ſpi- 
ritrallthings, thatſoc your way might be ma- 
de to ſeeme the shorter; At other tymes you 
want the trees of other recreation , which 
might giue you ſhade : and inſtecde of theſe 
comodities, you haue athouland diſcomforts. 
Now temptationsriſe, againſt you from with- 
in:and then from without ; now from {tran- 


gcrs, and then frorn domeſticks, But yer attend | 
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you onely to your buline;, for he ho did that 
for you, which was more, can neuer faile to 
doe that for you, which is leſje. He who made 
you a freind, of an-cnemy, will better keepe 
you now, when you arc hisfreind, He who 
did not abandon you , when you fled from 
him, will much lefſe fly now from you , when 

you follow him. 
Who is he that can ſay, with any truth, 
that God did not helpe him if he weredelired? 
| See you haue noefeare o you ſeruant of Chriſt, 
in any thing which may happen to you ; but 
confide in him, who Loued you foe well,as to 
dye for yon. Itis true that you haue but one, 
who protects you, but that one, is of much 
more power , then all they whoe contradict 
you. Doe notthinke, of how greatthe giants, 
and how ſtronge the Citties are, which you 
mult encounter, for it is not you, who mult 
| fight. But hold you your peace, and our lord wall 
fight for you. Doe not fly from the warre, nor 
abandon your ſelfe, az one who were oucrco- 
me : aud ſoe you shall ſee the fauour of our Lord t'= 
' wards you, For in this warre, he onely looſes 
the battaille, who quirts the feild.It is rrue that 
| youare weake ; butin that weakenes of yours , God 
will sbew bis firength. It is true that you know 
not much , but God himſelfe will be your gui- 
de. By your miſcries, God will make his mer- 
| cies appeare. Whoe are you , that you ſhould 
be able to paſſe through ſuch dithcultics 2 bur 
| D yetſay with Danid , In the firength of my God, | 
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ſhould be able to fight? but yer ſay wich him 


my haxt 5hall not feare. Beleiue, my good litter, 
{that how much the harder this bulincſle is for 
you-, ſoe much the caſyer is it for A 
God, And therefore you mult haue great dif- 
truſt in reſpect of. your owne weakenes ; but 
great conficence withall , in God's {trengrh, 
Infallibly he will crowneyou, it you continue 
in his louc, and it you confide , that by his gra- 
ce you ſhall obtainethar Crowne, 

Forget not this promiſe of Chriſt our lord, 
him whoe confeſſes mee beſore men , that man will | 
| confeſſe befurc my father who is in beauen ; but bim 
who denyes mee before men , that man will 1 aiſce 
deny before my ſather whoe 1s in heaven, Can you 
thinke, that one is to eſtceme that for afflic 
tion, which he endures for the ccnfeſſion of | 
Chriſt our lord ; ſince it is to haue ſoe high a 
reward, as that, with ſoc much honour, he thall | 
| be avowed by himat theday of judgment, be= 
| fore his father : Happy is that ſufferace, happy 
that diſhonour,and pouerty,to which foe high 
an honour doth ſucccede, W hat kinde of ioye 
will it be for you, O my goolt lifter, ro heare 
theſe wordes from the mouth of Chriſt our 
lord himſelfc, and that in preſence of the whole 


| 


king dome which is prepared for you, What will it 
| bee, whenthe angells ſhall thus linge, to her, 
| who hath becnea faithfull ſcruant, of that ce- 


EPISTLES. Pp. 45: 
will leape ouer 4 wall. Who are you that you , 


| againe, Thovgh thuuſands Should riſe agauiſt me,y:4 Pf. 26 
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world. Come you bleſſed of my father and poſſeſſe the | Mah 
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leſtiall King , Come O ſpouſe of Chriſt , receine tis 
crowne winch our Lord hath prepartd for thee; and 
that not for one day but for all eternitte. What will 
the ſpouſes of Chriſt our Lord conceiue, when 
hauing paſſed through the ſea of this life, anc 
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their enemies who diſturbed vs , remayning 


| drowned therein , they ſhall finge thus with 


great ioye , for hauing runne through this 
dangerous world, without being ouerwhel- 
med by the vices thereof, [be ſaare rs broken, and 


lord, What a day will that be , when that 


I P/e ;1, 


erue Mary, the virgin of virgins, ſhall goe be- 
fore with her Timbrell , which is her ſacred 
body, prayling God both in body and ſoule; 
and linging thus. Come magniſye our Lord with 
mee, and ett vs exdlt his name un mutuall ſaciene 
with one another. 

| Happy are you, if you be found faithfull 
to the Spouſe whoe choſe you. Happy are 


you , it you haue the courage to. calt away 


—_— 


that which is preſent , vnder the molt certaine 
promiſe of Chriſt oar Lord, for that which 
is furure. Beconfident, my good fiſter, in ta- 
King his word ; for you are not the firſt ro 


ther ſhall you be ſhe with whome that word 
ſhall want effec, He gaue his word to S. Kathe- 
rine, $, Agnes , S. Barbara , and S, Lucy , and 
to innumerable other Lady virgins ; and 


yon me now , how completely he hath per- 


formed it, They had the courage to deſpiſe. 


we are delivered , our helpe is in the name of our | 
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whome he hath paſſed it, and fulfilled it; nei- |- 
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the poore preſent world : and you ſee that now, 
they raigne with God, They liued heere in trou- 
ble; and they are nowe in the erernitie of repo- 
ſe. Through how many combarrs did they paſ- 
ſe, and they now enioye the cuerlaſting crows | 
nes of their conqueſts, They fled from ſpouſes of 
theearth, and they brought the king of heauen, 
to bein loue with them, 

If they had followedtherrace , of this world, | 
cheir delight had bene already paſltd : and their 
memories would haue bene forgotten. Burt they 
loued that, which was eternall , and therefore 
their felicicie shall not dye : and their memory 
Shall not decay, They were written in the boo= 
ke of God ; and therefore neither water nor 
winde , nor fyre nor tyme , can make them 
waſte ; For that booke is incorruptible and 
ſoe in the name which is written in it. 

You muſt therefore procure to hauea ſtron- 
ge heart towards God, who is your ſaluatiov, | 
| and doe not thinke that he ſells heauen deere 
to you, for you haue not yet shed your bloud 
for him, as thoſe others shed theirs. Our 
lord treates you, like a weake creature ; and 
you should be ashamed to haue giuen him ſuch 
cauſe, If you had had more faith , and confi- 
dence in him, and more loue to ſuffer for him, |} 
| he would haue procured you more afflictions; 

to the end that you might haue purchaſed ri- 
cher Crownes. Doe not content your felfe 
with ſuffering lictle , conſidering how great 
your reward s ali bee : and how much Chriſt 


cs, 


Rm re. dt 


1 


for you, and he was deepely tormented and 
deſpiſed. How then come you thus to com- 
- plaine of the rouch of aflye 2 doe but loue, and 
you vill delire to ſuffer, Ler your loue be dou- 
bled , and you willſufter ſorrowes, which are 


pollelle it , more greedy of ſuffering, then the 


any burden weighes light, for loue is ſtronger 
then death. He who loues not, groanes vnder 
the burden, like ſome laſy beaſt ; but he who 
loues runnes, and fiyes ; and it ſufters him not 
to feele the weight euen of his owne body, 
nor of whatſocuer els they can lay vpon it, 

It is not my good lifter, that the afflictions 
which wee ſuffer are greater ; but that our 
loue is little. The weight of a pound is noe 
great weight; but yet lay it vpon ſome little 


Whereas if a man tooke it vp, he would ſcarce 
feele it. And foe take you it, for a ligne, that 
if you loue little your afflictions will weigh 
heauy vpon you ; but if you loue much you 
will ſcarce allowe them to be affliftions, For 
you will be ſoc inebriatcd with louc, that no- 
thing can be able to diſtract you, from the taſte 
thereof, You will finde a good ſauour in the 


j very ſuffering , it ſelfe ; and you will d1aw 


Walter , out of the rocke ; and honyout of the ſtony 
hills. 


Doe but loue, and you ſhall not be ſubie& to 


—_— 
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louc of ones ſelte, of repoling, It makes that 


our Lord ſuffered for you. He gaue his life |' 


doubled, The loue of our lord , makes ſuch as | 


childe, and he will ſay, O how heavy it weighes? | 


| 


afflitions , but you ſhall be Superiour to them, 
as their Lady, and youlhall __ him who 
delivers you fromthem. Itfrhey threaten you 
with death , you will bid it welcome ; that ſoe 
you may envoy tiue life, If with baniſhment, you 
will ſay , That you eſfteeme your ſelfe banisbed whes 
reſoener you are , till you may arrine to ſee the face 
of God : And that it imports you little , whether 
you gue to heaven , from this , or that part of the 
earth , And that , if you bane God m your com- 
pany , whereſveuer you are , you shall be happy 
and if not , your owne country will gine you miſery 
enough, If you ſee your ſelfe contemned , ſay, 
Chriſt our Lord 1s my honour and be honours mee : let 
the world deſpiſe mee , ſor hee value mee, 

Doe nat affli& your ſelfe , about the ne- 
ceſſitie which you may ſuſtaine gf preſent 
| things : for of your felfe you mulſt deſpiſe 
them , through the defire which you haue 
to *live 'in conformitie with Chriſt our 
Lord , whoe made himſelfe a poore man 
for you, 

W hat is there in the world , which 
ought to fright you 2 If the loue of Chriſt. 
our Lord haue wounded you , you will trea- 
de the deuill ynder foote 3 you will deſpiſe 
his threates ;. and you will palle with cou- 
rage , through all your enemies, Put your 
eruſt in him ,'who, loues his louers, There 

is nothing'which you will not be able rodoe, 
| in him. Goe and buy whatſocuer you want, 
of him, though heaske you all this world for 
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| it ; and (cc that you be not founde without 
the loue of him , though it ſhould coſt you 
your life; He rs ab1dden treaſure, but he who fin- 
des bum , {ell« all to buy bim; Forin him alone, he 
findes himſelfe more tich, then with the multi- 
tude of all other things; 

And now if it concerne eucry one of vs to 
| loue him, how much more dorh it import that 
{he doe it, wv home he hath choſen for his ſpouſe. 
It becomes the /ernant to feare his Maiſter ; 2nd 
the /onne to honour his father , but the ſpouſe, 
to loue her fellow ſpouſe, Sec you louc our lord, 
and take noereſt till ke hane graunted yourhis 

if, Loue him with reucrence , for that is 
the kinde of loue, which helikes. Eſteeme not 
himtheleſſe; becauſe he communicates him- 
ſelfe to you ; but wonder , how foe greate 
an altitude as his , can ſtoope to ſuch a pro- 
founde bulines as yours. It is thepropertie of 
illnatured and ill mannercd ſeruants to valew 
their Maiſters at a lefle rate for youchſafeing 
to deſcend and become familier with them, 
then if -they had lived which them like lords. 
Bur they whoe liue in true light eſteeme that 
lord foe much the more ; as he doth more 
vouchfafe to diminiſh himſelfe. | 
Thetrue loue of Chriſt our lofd carries this 
badge with it, in token that it is indeede of 
| | Him; Thar as it apptehends , and highly eſtee- 
{mes the goodnes of God, ſoe it alfoe appre- 
hends, and profoundly diſciteemes , the wic- 
kednes of man, Therefore loue , adore and 
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bling. Not a recbling as of aſlaue, inthe mid- | 


deſt of tormets ,/ bur as of a true, & tender har- 
ted childe, who highly feares to giue any dif 
uſt ro her father, how little it ſocuer may be, 


Of your ſelfe you can doe none of theſe | 
things ; but if you humble your hart in the | 


acknowledgment of your owne mileries , if 


| you preſent your ſelfe often in p;4jey , before | 


' Chrilt our lord, if you lodge him,in your breſt 
| by the Communion ; if ontaaahie ſpcaketo 
| youin your ſpirituall reading , and in fine if you 
will but give him leaue to  helpeyou, y ou are 
' to haue confidence , that by little & licle be 
 willbe healing your  ſoule | notwithſtanding 
all the harſh encounters which may OCcutre, 
Doe not ſtart out of his hids, though the cure 
putyouto paine; for, in fine, hee will worke 
the cure atthe fitteſt tyme, And for the afflic- 
tions which he ſendsyou;& the delights whe: 


reof he depriuesyou, - will give.you his owne | 


molt plentifull delight ; which ſhall incbriate 
you, as Ef" it were with fome ſwelling riuer ; and 
you ſhall be infull Foy, for all erernirie, without 
the want ofatiy good; and without thefeare of 
looſing what you Baue. You fliall there' finde 
your ſe y Ife to be highly well conrent, & paid; 
and morefelicity Nt be imparted to you, then 
| your ſelfe c6ald cell how to deſire. Which fez 
liciry is not'4 creattrebut 4 Creitour hiniſelfe 
of all things ; thit true God whor liues & rals 
gnes for thecrernity of all eteruiries. Ame.” 
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A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of has 
who Was growne 4 Preiſt. He 
shewes that exteriour affii- 
fions muſt be deſired for 


the ſeruice and loue 


of God. 


Ight Reverend Father , 1 haue received 

your letter , which hath wrought in me the 
fame effe&, with thoſe others which formerly 
I had from you; Namely rendering of thankes to 
our lotd, for the guifts which he hath beſt owed 
ypon you , according to the teſtimony which 
your words giue, of that which dwells in your 
heart, It wrought alſo great confuſion in me, to 
| ſee you call me the Maifter, and Father, of him, 
to whome I should thinke it a great fauour of 
our lord, ifI could deſerueto be a Sonne, and a 
Diſciple, And eſpecially I was confounded , yea 
and put to paine, to heare you ſay in the cnd of | Þþ 
your letter, that you would have written me 
many, if it had not beene for the Decorum, which 
you thought your ſelf bound to keepe , of an | 
| Andutour , and a Scholler. This is not a courſe 
wherein you muſt proceed with me; for there is 
| noe 47 that you should put me to loſle, 
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onely becauſe 1deſire, to ſerue and ptofier you, | 
And if you treat me in this manner , you-will 
make meheare, and hold my-peace. 

I know not, if I wrote not to-you theother | 
day, of anerrour , which'I haue diſcouered in | 
ſome, who yet hold themfelues to be ſpitituall. 
And it is, that they deſpiſe , the corporall affli- 
Gions, and troubles , which are vnderraken, 
| for the loue of ourlord, IfI wroteto you there- 
of, there wilbe nothing loſt , though 1 ſay ir 
ouer againe ; and if nor, it isneceſlary , that I 

write it, | 

Since, that light of our eyes, Chriſt our lord, 
lined in this world , vader ſoc many afflitions, 
and died wich ſoe many rorments, his ſeruants 
remaine ſoe hungry , of ſuftering ſomewhat, 
that it exceedes the appetite wherewith men of 

this world, runne after ca[e, And not onely are 
they content to ſutfer affliction, when it comes: 
vpon them, (and much more that kind of afflis | 
ion , which may be neceſſary to them forthe: 
auoyding of finne ) butthey ſeeke it out , by all 
the wayes they can, and foe they make proofe 
thereby , of the loue they beare to Chriſt our 
| lord, conſidering how he-wasinſoe much pais 
| ne by the afflitions which he endured, for the 
loue of ys. 

"For, as the faint and tepid kind of man; 
would of himſelfe be glad ro ſuffer noe affli- 
Rions , but yet he braces them with patience 
when they come, leaſt otherwiſe hemay offend 
our lord; ſoc the feruent loner of Ieſus Chriſt,” 
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0h | would faine takenoceaſcac all; and if perforce 
hemulſteake any, heendures it, but with paticn- 
ce , becauſe ſoe Chriſt our lord, doth com» 
| maund, In ſuch ſort thatas be who is bur ſlack, 
' in the ſeruice of God, hath delight and caſc 
in his defice, and takes afNiction 64 with pa= 
ticace , {oc the truce Chriſtian is bur paticut to 
{ce himſelf ar cafe, and hath affliction , in his 
; This growes from the ſpicitt of Chrilt our 
lord; and whenthis is perfect ina ſoule, ic wor- | 
kesthar, which it wrought in him : which was | 
a lane of affliction forvs, the better to shew vs 
his loue. And thereypon it alſo followes, that 
_ men would comfort one who is but (lack 
{ and ncgligene , ypon the arriuall of any affli- 
Ctton, they muſt 7 an itiuſt ſoe , as they would 
comfort a good Chriſtian , when he happens to 
on bendeaſ Forthe one of them ſuf- 
ferseaſe which helouesnor, and iuſt ſoc , is af- 
fliction fufferred by the other. Now this is part 
af that, which Cheiſt ouclord delivered, when 
he: commaunded. vs , to take vp the Croſſe , if we 
meant to be. hs diſciples. Þ ſay it is a part thereof: 
for theother, and chiefe-part whereof this Croſſe 
conſiſtes, ische mortification,, and deach of our 
ſelf conceyt, andwill ; and of our paſſions and 


powers. 
This is that old man, who muſtdie, as Chriſt 
our lord died ypon the Groſſe , what is this old 
man? the body , which is paſſible and morrall; 
andrhac other inward man, whereof I haue ſpo- 


—— —— 
— —_ 
- - XV 

= = 14 

/ PR” AT a —"—__ : - 


k 


LA 3. : 
we. "Rei 44> >4 C , " p \ 

—— RN + , ld = W 5; - l P SE» 

> "_ - * > WOW - <p at >, 

——_—y —_ bs A ME 


: * 7 - \ * & 
: - - 
3J7 ? d 


| which isthe very Croſſe of corporall afflictions,, 


| this onel 
 ficed to fl , Cam vitis & coneupiſcentis, bur by + 


| reckens corpor 


| 


K: LES, Ep. 46. 
ken before, muſt bealſodeadin vs. 

Bur alchough this he the cheife part of car» | 
rying the Croſſe , we muſt not put away that 
other part , how ſocuer it beleſſe principall then 
this, And though S. Paul ſay, Exercitatio Corpe= 
115 ad modicum viilss eft , yer the ſeruantof Chriſt 
our lord, will not leaue to pleafe him, eurn in 
the leaſt things which can be — And 
leaſt we should fall into errour , the ſame Apo- | 
ſtle ſaith elſwhere. Caſtige corpms men Co in-ſexui- 
tutem redigo I concciue not thathe ſaid this, be- 
caule he was tempted with the flesh, as ſome vnder» 
ſtand the difficulty whereof he complaynes; bue 
that he would punish and ſoecure himſelfe , by 
way of preſeruatiuc , vſing this exerciſe of his 
body , leaſt his mind might otherwiſe grow 


L 


| 


ſick. Andelſwhere he faith, when he recountes 
the afflitions which he endured. Semper mortifi- 
cationem l[eſu Chriſti in carpore noſftro circumferentes, 
where hee calles that the mortification of Chriſt: 


In another place he ſaith alſo, Qui Chrifts ſunt, 
carnem ſuam crucifixerunt, And if he had meant 


, of crucifing the affeBions, it had ſuf- 


ſaying cernem,it proucs, that he meant «fflitzrons 
of the body, x | 


This he explicates very well, in his. Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians where, amongſt other things, 
wherein men were to exerciſe themſclues , 
all affliions, namely faſtinj 
and watching , ſothat the whole man , nw 
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Ef | vnder-goe the Croſſe, ſince C briſt our lord, died 
{vpon ic, Our ſoule muſt dye, by the compaſſion 
and memory of Cariſt crucified , and by the 
{ mortification of the ould man , as hath beene 
faid: andrhe boay alſo muſt dye, vpon the Croſſe 
of corporall afflitions, that ſoe the whole man, 
may be conforme to Chrilt our lord, as he is in 
paine , and miſery; fince heereafter , he is to be 
conforme to him; as heis in glory. 7 
Thaue ſaid thus much , that you may take a 
ſcanthog , of choſe forces, which God hath g1- | 
# 4m you , and that foe you may imploy them, 
vpon docing, and ſufferring , all you can, And 
this , not onely conſidering that it may be ad- 
dreſled to ſome other good intention, but cuen 
though it be for noe other reaſon, let it be done, 
to'the end that you may be in conformity with 
Chriſt our lord as he was afflicted; and not vpon 
neceſlicy , bur for loue, And though neyther 
che hairecloath , nor hard bed;, nor ſuch thinges 
as theſe, howſocuer they be yſed for the louc 
of Chriſt our lord, should ſaue vs, ( ſola enim 
Crux Chriſt: eſt ſalnifica ) yer atleaſt lett vs vic 
them in imitation of that extreme pouerty , and 
Sharpe affliction-which Chriſt our lord endu- 
red , in being crucified , which conſideration, 
will not be lightly eſteemed by vs, ifwe be not 
wholy voyd of the loue, we owe him. Gloria 
enim magns eſt ſequi dominum- And thus much of 
is matter. 
There were two other points, of which 1 
thought to haue written, but there is noe time 
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tor them now, I willnore them dowae, leaftI 

Should forgertr them : vpon condition thar you | 
write me word, what there isto be amendedin | 
this letter, | =e 
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A Letter of the Authour to 4 Lord: of | 
great quality , who was ſicke , and. 
every fearful of death, He teaches 


him how he is to carry 


himſelf. 


[ Haue receiued your tord-ships letter, T haue 
ceadit, and I haue vnderftood it ; andI hope, 
our lord hath mercy for you in ſtore, For it is 
noe great wonder, x &n his grearnes should doe 


doneir ſoe often, to ſuch as haue deferuedthe | 
expreſſe contrary, I am nor ſorry a whitt,, that | 
your lord-ship is affrayed of deach; foralchough | 
this feare beathing paynefull, there is noc hure 
for a man to apprehend it; and many times it is 
ſencby ourlord; to the end, that, by the ſpuire | 
of feare, we may bee vrged on todoethat, which 
wee will notdoe, for the ſpurre of love. And he 


as being a father of mercy , vſefull ro-guide 


Yong affaires, in ſuch an admirable manner j as 


hat, both feare, and hope, may helpe vsto ride 


that way , whichic is neceſſary, for himtopre- 
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| pare, and to make playne ; and in fine thus 
are, ſernes for many good purpoles, and itis 
| 
burtfull for nane. | 
1 Idefire, that your lordshipp , would com- 
| maund that houſe to bee built, where your pa- 
2es areto bee lodged, As alſo, that you would 
» | defrey the coſt of thoſe armes, and horſe, whe- 
{ rewith thoſe cownesof yours are charged. I 
wish more ouer, that you would not cauſe any 
ſumptuous cloathes, or furniture, or ſuch like 
1 chingsto bee prouided now, Beſides if you re- 
member any thing which you may haue wonne 
ill at play , which either is not reſtored, or els 
not loſt againe to the ſame partyes, I aduiſc you 
to make reſtitution thereof, And , foraſmuch 
ay'thermen , who arc Lords of ſtates, as your 
Lordsbip is, are not able to reach tothe know- 
ledge of all che wrongs which may bee done to 
others by you , noe nor yet your ſeruants 
( theough theire negligence ) I could wish, you 
would commaund it to bee published, in all the 
Churches of your ſtate , that whoſocuer had 
recetued any wrong by you, Should declare the 
ſame, and tha fatistaQtion should be giuen him. 
And you shall doe well, to appoint che Prior of 
Sazat Dominique , and the Paſtox- of your 
Church where you dwell, and ſome man lear-| 
ned in the lawses ; who knowes the affaires of 
your ſtate , to keare , and {ce what were fur to 
bee done, Some particular cauſes your Lord- 
__—— doc well co heare your ſelf, ( though 
c 
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they may not ſay elswhere, that this courſe puts 


you to more payne, then ir doth, I deſire by all 
meanes, that all this may bee done; for it ſeemes 
ro mecto be a firt remedy of all thoſe wrongs, 
which may concerne your neighbours, & now, 
itis as caſy todocit wellas it vill be hard, if ir be 
adiorned,rill after this life, Ler it be noe impedi- 
ment to this, that the world may chaunce not to 
likeit; ſince he , whoe. reſpects the pleaſure of 
God, will eaſely deſpiſe, that ofthe world. 

As for that perſon, with whome your lord- 
Ship willed mee to ſpeake , I haue notdone it 
yet: for , I hauenow kept my bed tenor twelue 


dayes together, Bur yeſterday, Iroſe, andI will 


take great care to doe what you c6maund y 
Shortly : and youshall knowewhatT finde. 
Singe you went from hence , our lord hath 


| beene pleaſed to giue mee a much more particu- 


lar care to recommend you into the hands of his 
mercy, I did not then , vnderſtandthe cauſe, 
it is like to be this that there is more neede the- 
reof, Be it what it will, your lordship is to ani- 
mate your ſelf with new courage , to. offer 
your {clf vpto the will of our lord: Tike one who 
performes {cruiceto his father whois ſome great 
man , whome hee loues much: your lordsbip 
was not borne for your ſelf, but for God. For 
cucn before you were borne, you were — 
purchaſed by leſws Chriſt, who bought vs, wi 

himſelf ( a price of incſtimable valewe ) to the 
end that wee , who liue, might as S. Pawl ſayerh; 


| 
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| hath endured for mee ; and for thoſe ſinnes | 


' tzoners : and $shall not wee aduenture to putt 


will pretend toremayne his owne, now that he 
(ces him(clfco haye beene bought, by Almighty 
God , and by theprice of God himl(elf? 

There are men, who offer themſelues to the 
lofle of their lives in ſome wart for ſlight cau- 
ſes : and hall wee be foe deſtitute of courage : 
as not to giue our- (clues to God 2 He gaue him- 
ſelf for vs , into the hands of thoſe baſe execu- 


our-ſ{clues into his? He did it , that he might 
dic : and wee are to doe it, that wee may ltue, 

I would not haue your lordſhipp to be ni-| 
gardly herein , but make now this account. 
There is a God and for that miſery, which he 
which he hath forgiuen mee , and for thoſe | 
bleſſings which he hath vouchſafed mee ; I 
owe my ſelf to him, three thouſand times ouer, 


| If hitherto I haue nor giuen him, the entire do- 
| minion ouer my ſelf, I am ſorry for. it. From 


this inſtant I giue my ſelf free ; and without| 


ay impediment, or obligation otherwiſe; that | 


he may rreate me wholy, according to his will;| 
and that mine, may fubmite it ſelf , to his, as| 
well inthe docing of any thing which he com-| 
maundes, by his holy lawe: as in the ſuffering] 
of any affliction, which he shall either conti-| 
nue, oraddro mee. Where can I be kept bet-| 
ter, then in the hands of God , into which I} 
pute ray ſelf? ſince he ſuffers not his creatures] 
to be loſt: and was content to looſe his life,that| 
I might be enabled to doe this. He would not 
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EPISTLES. 
aske it of mee, if he did not like it : and he 
would not take pleaſure in itt, if he did not 
defire it. For it is not a proceeding for God to 
vie , rodclire vs to giue him that , which he 
hath noe mindto recciue, any more, then it is 


——— 


his cuſtome, tocommaund that wee aske,and |. 


yet he forbeareto giue, And ſince he hath no- 
tified his deare willto vs, wherewith hedefires 
our good, and conſequently that wee may bee 
his : let vs not doubt to belciue, bur that he, 
(whois ſo carefull to demaund, and he who 
demaunds with the menace of hell, if it be 
not graunted, and with promiſe of the king- 
dome of heauen ifir be ) will not be (lackein 
receiuing that very thing , which he de- 
maunds, 

Ler it not{eemeto your Lordship, that the 
linnes of your former life, ought to diuert you, 
from this amorous embracement of Almighty 
God : fince he ſtands crying out to a inner, 
with his armes all open, and ſince he doth fo, 
before the {inner calles on him. For thus he 
faith. Fornicata es cum amatoribus multis , tamen 
rexeriere ad me , Cf ego ſuſcipiam te, Thou haſt com- 
mitted fornication with many louers: but yet retwyne 


The shepheard will not eaſily be weary in 
ſeeking his loſt sheepe,, nor the fal koner in pro- 
curing to recouer his hauke ; and when hefin- 
des her, he takes her: andreturnes home, with 
much loy, | | 


I fay this, becauſe by what I conceiue of 
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4 SPIRITVALYL Eee 
your lordship, you are endewed with a greater 
' meaſure of the knowledge of yourſelf , then of the 
knowledge of God: andtherefore, that you will be 
more ſubic@ to feare, thento hope , and lone , 1 
wish you nor to retract the il] opinion you haue 
| of your ſelfe : confeile , and beleiue , that you] 
| haue cauſe: and doe nor feeke to remoue your | 
feare, with falſe hopes , and lycs : to diminish 
your miſeryes , by that meanes, This would| | 
not indeed proue any diminution, but anaddi- 
tion of one miſcheif, vpon the backe of another, 
and the latter, would be worſe then the former; 
and an impediment , in ſteed of a remedy : ſince 
God neuer graunts his pardon and mercy, but 
to ſuch a one, as vnderſtands his owne milerie. 
But beleive, that as wee are more wicked, 
then wee can arciueto knowe : foe is God more 
good, then wee can poflibly imagine. Another 
kind of hart hath he, then wee conceiue, and 
eſpecially in pardoning : which men knowe 
very ill how to doe, becauſe they knowe not 
well how to loue, And from hence it growes, | 
that chey are not able to reach , to that height 
of mercy, which God vouchſafes to ſinners. For 
as they know nothing by experience of them- 
felues, but anger, againſt ſuch as offend them 
(andif they pardon, there yet remaynes a thou- | 
and reliques of thediſguſt , and withall a grear | 
ing of theyre loue ) therfore doe they iudge 
God, as they would doe of themſelues; and 
if they ſay with theyre mourhs, that there is dif- 
ferencebctweene God and man , and that they 
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{ſonnes z whenſoeuer wee would diſpoſe our 


| with this fauour is done vs ; it will enamour ys, 


|towardshim. And ſoe is our lord wont to Pro- 


forgiue as well as they can, yet theyr harts doe 
—_ rothe ſame rime.When your lordships 
ſonnes shall bee more growne , and shall haue 
given you ſome diſguſts;you will haue bad ſome | 
ſent, andtalite of this. 

Tae father doth not vnloue the ſonne , al- 
though that ſonne make him angry; but he cor- 
retes him, and ſtill carrics the hare of a father 


ceede; and whenſocuer the finner hath a mind 
coreturne to him, he refuſes not toreceiue him 
into his paternall harr, 

Yeaand cuen when he retournes not , he is 
deliring that he would retourne : and all his 
finnes are not ableto quench this defire in him, 
fort his love isthat which ſtill exceeds, 

Now wee gaynethis loue, and chisretreate, 
in tothe hart of God, by him, whois the Me- 
diatour betweene God, and men Teſus Chrift our 
lord. Who being the naturall ſonne, did gayne 
the adoption of ſonnes for vs : and that God 
Should haue the hart of a father trowardsys, his 
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ſeluesto enioy this benefitt, by meancs of pen-: 
nance, and the Sacraments. This loue, is as the 
roote, from whence it proceedes, that Almighs | « 
ty Godis content to expect vs, to call vs, to re- 


ceiue ys, to pardonvs, and to ſaue vs. For if 
wee conſider well, the hart, andloge, where- 


and oblige vs more to him, then the fauourir 
ſelf, which he affordes , what a thing isit, that 
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| Goddoth foe much loue man, as through the | 
much loue he beares him, and notwithſtandin 
che greatoffences which man commirtes aoainſ 
him, he yer doth not take this loue from him; 
nor doth it cuer make him ſay, I will loue ſuch « 
one noe more, though he come to mee agayne : 1 will 
not ſeeke him out , nor will I ſend to entreate him ; 
that be may retowrne to my bonſe, He ſaith noe ſueh 
raing as this, But that perſcuering loue, doth 
ſtil burne with a liuely flame ; and this foe 
very clearely , that as theſe great waters of his 
torments, could not ſoc quench them, as to 
make him forbeare to dye for vs : ſoc neither 
can the much greater waters of our ſinnes, ex- 
tinguish this enflamed charity of God cowards 
vs. But it remaynes cuer conquerour, both in 
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. his paynes , and in our offences : fullering 
' | there, and forgiuing heere, Hee who s$hall 
F wonder at this , will haue reaſon, For it |. 


would be a wonderfull thing , if this kind of 
loue were shewed, euen from an inferiour, 
to a ſuperiour ; or at the moſt , from but an 
equall , to an equall, Butt now , this loue 
from God to man, is more then wonderfull, 
And yer , on the other fide, he who $hall not 
belciue ic , in reſpec that it is ſo ſtraunge a 
thing , putts a great affront ypon Almighty 
| God; fince he beleiues ic not, becaulc it is ſoc 
wonderfull a w orke, 

Whereas, on the other ſidetit-is as cleare 
way whereby to knowe the workes of God; 
| | if rhey be (oe great, as ro make ſuch. wonder, 
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as know them. For if be be wonderfull , his 
workes are alſo to be foe, And if the reſte of 
his workes be wonderfull , theſe of his loue, 
are wonderfull in the higheſt degree : foraſ- 
much as they ſpring , out of his goodnes : in the 
manifeſtation whereof, he takes more delight, 
and glory , and yſesit more , then in the mani- 
feſtation of the other attributes, As the Pro- 
pher Dauid ſaith , Miſerationes eius ſuper omnis 
opera ers, Hs mercyes are ouer all bu workes; 
How ill therefore are they aduiſed , who re- 
fuſe to beleive that which God doth , becauſe 
it 15 much ; and who refuſe to expecte , and 
hope , becauſe that which he promiles is much: 
comparing , and parallelling the great acts of 
God, by the {oe short meaſure of theyre owne 
poore vnderſtanding. 

The woeman of Samaris , cannot arriue to 
knowe , how Chriſt our lord can come by any 
water: and much lelle , how he can beſtow any 
ſuch water , 4s that whoſoever dranke thereof should 
thirfl noe more, But our lord faith, that the wore 
man knowes not the guift of God, nor who it is 
that aduiſcs ber tofaith , and penance : and who 
is ready to infuſe the holy Ghoſt , into her 
hart, And foe, there are ſtill , men foe co- 
wardly , and weake in faith, that they cannot 
beleiue any thing of God, but onely in confor- 
mity with theyre owne poorenes, Placeing 


theyre eyes vpon theyre lirtle ſtrength , and: 


theyre little deſert : and ſo like beaſts of earth 
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they creepe vpon the earth, and riſe noe higher. 
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; Buthethatlookes ypon God, whogiues vs 
his ſonne, who is his loue, and who {weetnes 
God towards vs; andin whome he is ſoc high» 
1y content, and in whome his diuine eyes take 
delight, how carrhe doubt, of that hart, bur 
 thatit will bee fauourable to vs, when wee call 


neceſſities, which may occurre to vs. He the- 
refore who knowes this, and detires it as he 
ought, may well hope ; that he ſhall haue it; 
And with hauing that, he hath all good ; and 
will haue nothing to fearc, as thatſlauemuſt 
; doe who wantes loue. 

| _ Make'therefore haſte, to loue this Lord, 
'iwho loues you ſoe much ; and hath conſerued 
iyouſowell. And ifeueryou had a delire to re- 
forme your ſelf , and to follow our Lord yet 


jt now. For our Lord commaunded twice, 


$oen-7 that his people ſhould bee circumciſed.” Once 


{when he enioyned Abraham, todoe it; andthe 
ſecond time, when he brought loſue into the land 
of promiſe, The firſt, ſignifies the firſt coming of 
2 man,froma worldly, and wicked life, to PL 
low the way of the 'will of God , which is the 
freight way; eſpeciallyin the eyes of the world. 
The ſecond is , when Godwill carry aſoule to 
bis kingdome, and then he commaunds it, to 


behould it ſelf with new feruour;and to amend 


God 


0%; 


vpon it, with pennance;and pitifullin all thoſe. 


cloſer, beſure that you renew it, and encreaſe | 


irſelf, and to cutt of allſuperfluity ; to the end, 
hat, wich purity, and joy, it may expect that, 
'crowne of a kingdome, which the goodnes of 
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God bath prepared for his ſeruancs, Your ; 
Lordship muſt vſc to confefſe and communi- 
cate often; for it is 4 thing, which giues moſt | 
ſtrength, and comfort, to "che mincy of 
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Chriſt into our boſomes. You muſt pray ; and 
read, and giuealmes, anddoe whatſotuer other 
good worke, our Lord ſhall inſpes you to. 
Andlert mee knowe howthe world goes with 
you. And if your Lordshiprecouer your health, 
[wee will yet remaine with hauing put our 
ſoule well in order; and with haying gotten 
ſtrength _ feare. The Holy Gheft , that 


our abſolution ; and to receineour Lord leſas | 
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great comforter , which through Teſw Chriſt 
our Lord; was giuen to ſuch as are wUlldiſpo- 
ſed, to tecciueit, dwelleuer in your Lordſhip, 
and teach you how you may beſt pleaſe him, 
and guide you; by the right way. Amen. 


| AX Letter of the -Xothine !04 Lbywhe mathe; He | 
'**romforts ber in ber affliiont, art animaies'”” * 


ber to beare them for the lone of Chriſt 
__ - ourloyd, who was ſoe ffii- 
Bed for her, 


Adam 1 haue vnderſtood , that you ate 
Mz ck, and IT am nat fory forir. For if it come 
co yourhrough any exceſſc of —_— o 
nishment is well employed, and if yo > 

n noe other reaſon bur onely _ our 


tord ſEdesitxo you, letvsbid it welcomeina 
houre, as being a part of his Croſſe, And chough 
in ſome reſpect , your paine putres me to paine, 

{ as our lord knowes, yet on the other fide, 1am' 
gladofir, it, becauſe I cleary diſcerne the profes 
vw hich will be made pon this occaſion, by ohne} 
7] whome 1 foe much defite to ſee improned. They 
] arenot comforts which I wishto my children, 
{ but they are corrections z the time of comfort 
{ comes afterward. For ent, take not your 
| eyes fromof the Croſſe, nor your heart from him 
| whoplaced youon ir. Giue not ouertill you fin- 
{de that ſufferanceis of a 

| thetrue touch of loue, Take noe compaſſion | 
: + rogr, for there are both in lah 
{andearth ; who haue ain Tg | 
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Let not your faith grow weake in theſe rib 
| teſlities;-and-dangers , not your loue by the 
| feeling of clitſe afflicti6s: when the fire is great, 
thewinde doth'/not onely rior Quench ir, but 
inflame it. And ſoe-whieti 4 ſoule loits God: 
| butinieſt, any litcle blaſt of aice purs it our, as 
it would doe a candle. Bur crue loue growes vp 
in affliion, for it applies more ſtrenpth where- 
wich to endure , the more we johe 5 it ſees co= 
ming towatrdes it. And becaſe that loge is of 
God-, it conquers afflition': and' rioe water 
could ſerue ro quench that fire, which cones 
|downe from heauen, wy 
4 -- Our lotd talled you, that you m1 
him, 4nd this lone is noe fach ing aſt 
\loive- you reaſon to regale your ſelfe; poryey 


jo: abhorre your ſelfc for the loue of Chriſt 


V 


= ow 


| 
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lord, and denye your (clfe, ro confeſſe him: 
be cruell to your (clfe , that you may be 
|Fveer and acceptable ro bis divirie Majeſty, If 
you loue-and defire to erlioy your ſelfe , you 
{tnuſt ceſoltic to looſe yout ſee, If you defire 
|to ſee the face of God, you aw wy 
5 chrough the pikes: If you cart-+o lodge 
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hinrin your hart, caſt yout ſelfe away, 
#Vocker creatures vpon him, Our lord: 
\badeyou all alone ; and all afflifed ror 
Fe will hebeares yo bupboraof fince his owne | 
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to {ce his adopted ſonnes apparrelled with any 
other liucry then that, There is nothing ſoc 
beautifull in his fight, as to ſcethe image of his 
| oncly begotten ſonneinvs, And as there is no- 
thing,vpon which a ſoule can ſoe gladly looke, 
3s yponourlord leſs being tormented for loue 
of vs yponthe Croſſe, and the more afflicted and 
deformed we ſee him there , the more beautifull 
he ſeemesto vs, ſoc the more wee ſuffer for God, 
the more beaurifull wee shall ſceme ro him, 
Naoris itmuch , that a ſoule which defices to 
ſeeme handfome in the ſight of God , should 
adorne it ſelfe with ſuch curious cleanſing was 
eers , as may enamour his diuine Maieſty by his 
ſeeing her, fincerhe women of the world doe 


ſohnes of men. Madam we muſt caſt our skin- 
| nes, before we shall be pleaſing ro Almighty 
God-Gould is purified by fire, and the terreſtri- 
all pare being conſumed, ic comes reſplendent 
fromthe Crucible. 
- Lex vs'be ashamed of being ſoc weake, ina 
| bulines which is ſoc grear, as toimport the plea- 
fing of Almighty God : and if we vnderitood 
'this poynt well indecd, we should get heart 
cuen to shed our blood for him, that foe we 
wy appears fairer in his ſight, As a certaine 
oly Ecemite, conſidering this very thing, and 
feeinga woman ofthe world goe foe gallant, 


narurall ſonne, was foe afflicted, he likes not 
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many thinges which put them to no {mall crou- | 
| ble, and charge, ſoe that they may content the 
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and foc well adorned, he began to weepe and 
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| lay , Pardon me, O lord, Yr mel Tet 


| 
| nor was there any thing in his hart, but Bleſſed | 
j 


EPISTLES 


thee: for the curious dre og," which this wo- 
man, beſtowes vpon her ſelte in this one day, 
to pleaſe the eyes of the world, ouerſtrips all the 
paines which I haue taken many yearesfor the 
pleaſing: of thine, 

S oe that'; ty good lady, this entteprife of 
lone is noe matter of wordes , bur of ſorrow, of 
'bitter torments, of the dishonour of the world, 
of being abandoned by the creaturesthereof, & | 
ſometimes cucn of the ſeeming abſcace from 
the protection of the Creatour, And notwith= 
ſtanding all this a man muſt cary a good coun-| 
renance, and not be ſubiect to | cotmpltinbesa! 
deieQion of heart : bur he muſt reſemblethae | 
Martyr , whoſe bowels they drew-our of his bo- 
dy;-and whoſe fleſh they tore from his bones, 
with iron combes : and yerthere ſounded noe. 
word ont of his monch Gas che name of lefiv, 


be Ged, togeather with a purpoſe tocndure 
more, ifGod should diſpoſe himſelfe to 

To ſuffer for Chriſt our lord, is great ls 
and God impartes not thar , bur to ſuch a one, 
as whome he lones much. Agrear mercy it is to | 
give a guilty perſon fillips, and to releaſethole | 
{courges , which were his dew, and if rhar 
whereinwe ſtand obliged rothe :uſtice of God, 
may be fatisfied by what we can ſuffer heete,in 
thenameof Godler vsfall to worke, and lervs 
pay wharſoener his divine Maieſty willimpoſe, 8 
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foe that = gone from hence , we may 1 ins 
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| ſtagtly by behold+the face of God, Let vs 
labour in this banishment of ours; for inſtavt- 
ly vpon the gnd thereof, we (hall be landed in 
our. owne country. S. Auguſtine faith thai be | 
wrongs 4 Martyr who prayes for him when be 6 
dead-tor Marcyrdome makes aſoule fly ftreyghrt 
vp to heauen.. Let vs therefore labour to be 
Martygs by our patience in affliction ,, for 
though our perſecution be not {oc greiuous 
as theirs was for the time, yer it laſtes lon- 
ger, And we ſhould indeed delire , that this | 
| life might not be too recreagiue , but a }. 
meere.Martyrdome. For ſuch was the life of | 
our-Loxd, andſuch doth hee delire that ours 
ſhould be, | 

| |. Phere hauc beene many martyrs for the 
faich of Chriſt our Lord , but in fine many 
are.gone to heauen , who were not ſoc. But 
we.all muſt be the Martyrs of loue , if we 
meane_to goe thither. This loue muſt tor- 
ment ys, and put ys to paine , both becauſe 
| our {clues offend God , as alſo becauſe others | 
doe it. This loug mult depriue vs of the.com- 
forts of this life, and mult load our ſhoulders 
with a Gofſe. This loue muſt make vs firſt im- 
brace affliction, , and then paſle ouer it , in 
the flame which was  kindled by our loue of 
God, This makes vs endure dichonours with- 
out fecling them 2s wine doth a drunkard. 
This lone is is this , like all other louc,, that | 
wholocuer poſleſles it ſeckes not himſelf bur 
his beloued, whoinourcaſe, is Godalogeand 
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his holy will. But chis loue which now js Toe], * F 
cruell You Full of compaiſion willit be after- | 
wardes, to him who hath bowed downg the 
'head to tecciue. Martyrdome at the hand 
thereof 2 - {a2 ate 
A man cannot eaſily feele the force, of 
loue, wherewith it torments heere, nor that 
wherewith it comforts afterwarde. Let vs, be- | 
leiue it , ſince God hath faid , it; and let: vs Þ 
 walke on in the faith, which we hauc in his 
words ; for we haue yet along way to make, 
Chooſe which you had rather haue , cyther 
| long afflictions, or els very great ones , for | 
noe man can ſcape ſuffering much, eyther in 
| one fashion or another, Be nor ſorry for his, | 
for if God giue you much afflidion, it'is be- 
cauſe your many ſinnes deſerue it ; and foe 
you are to make your payment hcere , and | 
{I beſeech our Lord that you may doe (oe. 
For if I should dye , bctore you want to 
, Purgatory 5 perha S you might | want a} 
freind whoe would carry foe much com- 
paſſion to your ſoule as my felf ; and would | 
take foe much care to free it, and if you 
dye ficſt , I ſhall haue paincenough, in thin- 
| King of you. 
Excuſe mee , for it is not fits , that 
| eyther you or I , ſhould haue an eye to our 
owne eaſe ; but that although wee should 
know, 'that after this life wee muſt ſuffer 
paine , yet heere we muſt alſo take courage 
to ſuffer afflitions for loue ,.& loue is content 
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| Croſſe, he will 


h othing . bur 


Chriſt our lord ſuffered rorments ,- and there. 


 WaSCcucified , exhauſted 
world, and receiuedalone 
_ "This Chriſt I loue; vpon the Crofle will I 
{ceke him, and from thence haue Fnoe deſire to 
fiade him, Ler him diſpoſe of me , hov he will: 
for my part I will ſuffer 
him chooſe whether he will 
or noe ;for the yery ſufferin 
dantreward. 
ſuite, I would defixenoe other, theritohauc af. 
flitions : for thereby I may know that I lone} 
him , andthat he 
me -ypon the Croſſe , where himſelfe 1 
though I haue noe ayme at mine owne profit, 
yet I know full wel 


be glory, through the eternity of all etcenityes, 
Amen, | 


and I renounce honour. 


heart may reſt, He dyed for 
be a continuall death, for 
me line yet now not me , butlet 
me , and that Chriſt, who 
, abandoned by all che 
by Almighty God. 


affliction for him. Lee | 
glue me any reward | 


Andifhewould graunt me agreat 


alſoe loues me , fince he layes 


ay. For 


thatif T continue —_ the 
cary me to his Crowne; Fo him | 


y 
FY 


loue, Chriſtonr lord ſuffe-| 
'redfor our loug.Chriſt ouc lord carried the Creſ- |. 
| him to cary ic on, Chriſt our 


_— 


it ſelfe,isan abun-}-* 


A Letter of the Awuthour , to one , who formeily bad 
beewe a diſciple of bis, and then being of the Socie- 


death, He congratulates bis departure hence ,aud 
his goeing t0-enioy the fruites of bis labour in bis” 
Qrder ;and be gines him great hope, of the eternall 
kmgdome ,' by meanes of the bloud of Chrift our 


Lord, 


T HE grace of the holy Ghoſt, beeuer with 
you. Though heere they ſay that you are 
vpon the point of paſling intothe land , of the 
ling, ſoeas aman may thinke, that whileſt'T 
am writing this,-you may already be enioying, | 
thedeare imbracements of our allſycereTeſus; 
yetI thought it not amiſle, to venture this lets 
ter towards: you +; congratulating with you, ' 
your promotion to thar Preb?d, inthe Church of 
theceleſtiall leywſalem ; where, without all cea- 
ſing, Gadis praiſed, and ſeene, fate to face. Goe 
in a good houre, moſt deare father, goe I fay, 
in a good houre, both to ſee all Good, and to 
poſlelle ix, forall erernity.Goe ina good houre, 
tothe boſome of the celeſtiall father, wherehe 
entertaines thoſe lambes of his , with glory; 
which heere he fed with his grace , and corre- 
| Red with his'diſcipline. wi Ben Y 
"Now my good Father , $hall you ſee' the 


2 


ty of Jeſus, wes growen 16 be, at the. poynt of | 


—__ 


, 
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 fauour , which God did you, incalling you to 
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{tregth whereof, youdiſpifingthe world, migbr 
follow him, by the way of the Croſſe, For now 
inrecompence thereof, he will giue you »2aven 
for your Religrons Order, and 2lory tor that Croſſe, 
which you haue borne. for his ſake, Bleſſed be 
our lord leſus Chriſt, who hath goodnes enough, 


mes of the carth;raifing vp the poore man out of the 
duſt, that be ma fiut among! the Princes of by prople. 
Happy is the Rd of our corporall death, ſince 


ſeate, am6glt thoſe princes, who liuc eternally, 


{ which we performe to God. For heere a man 
ap halting, & faynting with hunger, through, 
is defireto pleaſe that diuineMaielty, & to {ers 


 reisperfected, & that , in ſo.copleat a manner, 
that allthe whole, man, is imployed iathe ſer, 
vice, & praife of God, without being ſubietto, 
the leaſt impedimer, which may interpolc it ſelf 
Bleſſed be God, w ho hath, ſoe ſoone beene 
pleaſed to gather you vp, into his granary, leef 
wallice might els have chaunged your mind, and to 
-| ſhew you theriches of his bounty, who for ſoc 
few yeares of ſeruice-, imparts an cternity of 


— 


—l———— 


| to induce him togiue ſuch glory., to ſuchwor-| 


uehim with all che ſoule.Butin heaus, this defi-| 


—_ 


| 2 Religrows life, and ingiuing you grace, inthe} 


—_ 


-. 


thereby wee areexalted, & intitled totake our | 


io the bigh preſenceof God, O day, which is | 
the end of labours, and theend allo, of {innes,/}. 
and in which , wee aſcend to.ſerue our Lord,in |. 
ood carne(t, and not as, wee are wont todoe} 
ere below , where wee are all diſcomforted, {| 
through the imperfections of thoſe ſeruices, | 


"reward, © 


WTR 


_ s wars" / wok 
" RY a we WY a *%9 . * g* wr 
a F Ls E - s \ - / 1 Y K a 
' FE E ; FS L E S, P | 
ne team — , 4 ttt. 


| wy 
'ce; this is ogr happy encounter, to haue fallen 
[ihto the hands of 


him eafily encline to pardon our faults, & to be 


Lir, this is God, this I ſay is God , this isthe 
fruit of his paſſion, this isthe valew of his gra- 


uch a Lord,to know him, & 
|ro loug him, though it be with many imperfec- 
tions. But he waſhes: them away by his bloud, 
making vs partakers of his Sacramets, And the 


. 


perrngl loue, which he beares vs, both makes | 


yery copious in rewarding ourſeryices. And he 
coduds ys throughthe iniddeſt of the red ſea, to 
the land of promiſe diuiding ys, fromour fines 
as farre of , as the Eaſt; is from the Weſt, and 
drowning them in his bloud. Soe thatalthough 
wee may ſce rhem {t;ll, yer wee ſhall ſeerhem 
dead, & they will ſerue butto giue ysmatcer, & 
reaſon , to praiſe our Lord, who hath caſt both! 
the borſe and hyrſeman, inc the ſea, 
Goe Sir, with the benedicion of our lord 
God, to enioythe riches of your deer Father, | 
which he gayned for you, withthe launce in his | 
hid, & by thedding his owne bloud, who neuer 
aylesro ſuccourallſuch as place theizehope, & | 
loue in hin, Ig is true that wee ſhall mille you, 


: 


& rhat weg ſhall thinke our ſclues to be all alc- 
ne when weare heere without you, bur fince | 
God hath deſingd you tothisgreat happynes,let 
ys, who loue you, houldit for our owne. And 
wee who in our owneright, ſhall lament, will 
yet reltoyce with you in yours, likethe brothers 
of Rebecca, who is goeing to be eſponſed, with | 
Iazk, which Goniffe i", And therefore, wee 
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Luc.z!. 


you may encreaſe to thouſands of thouſands, and tha! 


| Sec you call ypon him, for though you ſhould 
bee m the whales belly, yet he harkenes to his 
ſeruants, eucu when they are there, Callvpon 


_—_—_ of this life. Say you to him, as hee 


- — 


ſay to you, you are owr brother, and wee deſire that | 
your ſeede m.ty poſſeſſe the gates of your enemyes. 
I doe not pretend totell you, how you mult 
pn your ſelf, for this Feaſt, for there you 
aue them, whocandoe it,arid who will helpe 
you topaſleon; out of the hands of men, into 
the hands of God, And let ourlord whocame 
into the world for you, and who aſcended vp 
tothe Croſſe for you, be he who fuccours you 
in ſuch ſorte, that though you walke in the middeft | 
of the shadow, of death, you may yet feare noe ill, } 


his Bleſſed Mother, who is alſo ours. Call vpon 
the Saints, whoare our Fathers, and our rr | 
tliren; for with ſuch helpesas thoſe, you can- | 
nor feare to looſe the celeſtiall kingdome. 
And if our lord, will haue you'pafle m—_—_ 
Pargazory, let his name be bleſſed till ; for foe 
that you may haue hope to ſee him, you ſhall 
gladly endure any thing', which may be impo- 
cd. I beſeech Chriſtour-Lord who dycd for 
you, to accompany you at yourdeath, and re- 
celue you into his owne armes , whenyoude-} 


—— 


ydrto his Father, [n men nas Pater , commend | 
ſpirimm menm, And I confide in his mercy , that 
you ſhall be .receiucd by him, as afonne; and: 
treated as the heire of God,and coheyre with | 


Chriſt our Lord. 
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CI I IR A ALUMNI INTCIAICAH 


A Letter of the Authour to a Religious 
Wwoeman, Who Was neere her death. 
He encourages her , and shewes 


how she u to carry her ſelf, 
at that time. 


| 

D Euour ſeruant of Chriſt ourLord ; you oo 
4- ſent mee word, that you were in the laſt 20 
dayesof your life; and that this, was the time, 
wherein you defired meeto remember you. Soc 
dog. And thoughthe newes you giue mee, is 
[not pleaſing to Reth and bloud ; yet when I 
looke ypon you , with chriſtian eyes , it is to 
recreave my ſoule. Andfoe is it alſo to fecreate 
yours, as our Lord ſaith in the Gboſpell ; when 
thoſe things beginne to shew themſelues , looke about Luc.21.} 
ym, and if vp your beades , for your redemption is 

ncere at hand. For though Chriſt hane freed you I 
by his nes, & the merit of his bloud, from 
mortall finnes ; yet ſtill you are in daunger of 
committing euen then, and you atually com- 
mitt venigl finnes; and you are ſtill in the capti- | 
| uity of your body, which is ſoe ſubieR to miſe- |. 
rie, as that it makes, cuen aS$., Pauland others, 
who arelike him, figh and greene; and fay , as 
{ him ſelf relares it, that they lined in expeation of 
the redemption of tneir body, 
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But there, youthall neither ſinne mortally 


nor yenially, Fof by mtants of thebleoud of thay] 
lembe , which was thed for vs; hell, whereth 
ever {inne, ſhall laue nothitig rodotwith youj 
but onely Purgatory; where-thotigh they ſoffe 
yet they //nne not, Arid from thence, you 
goe forth to ſee youtr Spou/r;to enioy that blifſe 
which he wonnefor:you, with the nailes in his 
hands, and with his fete faſtened ro the Croſſe, 
| And foraſmuch as, itis aſtranger thing , to ſee 
God nailed ypona Croſſe , then toſee you placed 
iriveazes; F confide in his goodnes, that, finec h 
had mercy enough , to make him doethe more, 
he willnort want it for that which 1s the leſſe, | 
Thither will he carry you, thither, I ſay, will 
he carry you, to remaine with hittiſelf; Por th 
eſpouſalls, which heere were celebrated betwee- 
nc you, when you ſolEnely made Profeſiton, that 
you would liue and dycin the ſtate of Reli2ion, 
was oneday to be concluded, by that being, to- 


ue + yer ſhall it be yery different,in health, and | 


| rably more rei6yee in it there, then you hane 


Oe beth of him the p>wſe, and of her, his fel-: 
ow [ſponſe in heanen, There ſiall you ſee your: 
ſelf, in ſoe great liberty,ahd aboutndante, that 
you will efteeme yout intloſure, 8 afflictions, | 
heete, for well employed. Andthere will they | 
giue you, a body; which though in ſubſtance | 


t ſh4lt be the very ſame, which heere you ba- 


life, 4nd other rhings. And you will intotypa- 


' bodve_, and ſoule , are yow-to. bee bleſſed 


fuffered init, heere. All entire, all entire; in; 
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 there;and ſoc beautified, as is fitt for the honour 2, 
of him; who tooke youtfor his ſpoxſe leſ#: Chriſt 
thelord, both of this, & the other world. Be not 
therefore' diſmayed , when you are to dye; by 
thinking of what your owne linnes deſerue; | 
Chriſt ourlord,can doeall things, and he loues | 
you,& will not forſake you. And fince he hath 
preſerued you, in this time of your naulgarion, 
amongſt all the rempeſts of this life ; be ſure, 
that he will not ſuffer youro periſh ; now that 
you are gocingtodilinbarke. + 
| Putt yourfelf wholly into his had, offering 
your ſefentirely,to him, both in life, & death, 
and ro whatſoeuer he will, And beg pardon of 
him, by his bloud, for all that, wherein you ha- 
| ut offetided him:and being confeſſed, & com- 
municared, caſt your ſelf headlong at his ſeete, 
anddefire of him, one drop of his bloud , whe-. 1% 
reby you may be waſhed, and haue great confi- 1 
dence, that you ſhall bee ſoe, & 
Be as reſerued, to yourſelfe, & as free from all 
conuerfarion, asthe ſtare of your lickneſſewill 
permit. For our Lord, before he was tody , left 
his diſciples, that be migbr pray inſolitude, vg | 
| his father, giuipg vsſoto vnderſt4d, that inthis 
traunee, we mult reſeble him. And letyour dif, 
courſe be with Chriſt our lord, & with his | 


Mother. And to the end chat your infirmity di- 

| uerr you not, from them; it will be well, that 
you behould an image of the-Cracoſix ; & of his; | | 
Mother ſtiding by him. Giue thikes to our lord, 
with your whole hart, forchefauour he harh | 
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cular; and caſt yourſelf into the wounds of 
Chriſt oul Lord, which is that San&ury , out 
of which, his infbce, muſt not draweſuch ma- | 
lefaQtours , as are repentant. And 9. ay you 
there, and conceive firon hope y mea | 
nes of bis bloud , anddeat hr {hall goe, and 
enioy, that life in heauen, which nener is to 
haueanend. Our Lord It8v s becucr with 
you. Amen; 


FACETED 


greatly feele the abſence and disfayour of our 
Lord. He enimates ber to confide in owy Lord; and 
be «ſtigned dinerſe cauſes ; why God afffles his 
ſernants ; and of the fruit , which his Dinine Mas 
iefty reapes from thence. | 


D Oe not conceiue that to be anger in out 


loue, For as he, who beares ill willto atiother, 
dorh Rater ſomecimes , and fawne vpon him; 
; fo true loue ſometimes corrects and chides. 
And the holpletgetn faith; That the woandes, 
I which are gizey : wholones, are better, then 
the falſe kiſſes 2047 wag , who bates. And therefore 


wegdoe him anextreame wrong, who reproues, | 


or puniſhes ysout of the bowells of his loue; if 
we thinke _ panes th vs, as if he 


— you, whether They be generall, or parti- [ 


by Letter of the Amthour to. "rmneman , who did | 


Lord, which indeede proceedes fromtrue | 


| 
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loues vs not. Doe oor forgett,, that the Media- 


tour betweene God the Father and vs, is Teſws | 


Chriſt our lord , by whome we are beloued; and 
tyed wich ſo ſtrong a bond of loue , that no- 


cutt the knote; by the guile of morrall ſinne.. 


| tdrownesthe crye of our finnes, ſo that it can- 
' not be heard 3 Doe you not know , that if our 
 finnes should ſtill remayne aliue, notwithſtan- 
ding that Chriſt Ieſus dyed to defeate them, his 
death should be of licle worth, ſince it could 
not worke that effe&t 2 Let noman fſett a light 


Almighty God ; that he holdes it for a ſufficient, 
yea a ſuperabonndant diſcharge, forasmuch as 
concernes his parte therein , of all the finnes of 


it there were ſo manic. 
They, who areloſt, are not loſt for want © 
|payment, but for want of ſerving themſelues 
thereof, by meanes of Faith and Penvance, and 
the Sacraments of the holie Church, Settle once 
this truth in your hart, and doeit ſoundly, that 
Chriſt our lord rooke the bufineſle of our re 
demption to his owne charge as verily, as if it 


bis: by rhe mouth of Dauid, ſaying : Longe « ſ4- 
lute mea , verbs delifloram eorum ; And he. de- 
muunded pardon for them , though himlelfe 


thing is able co vndoe it, if man himſelf do not | 


| Haue you ſo ſoone forgotten; that the bloud | 
of leſus Chrift cryes out in the demaunde of met- | 
'cic for vs? and that his crye is ſo lowde, asthat | 


price. vpon that, which was ſo highly valued by | 


the whole worlde; and of a thouſand worldes, | 


had beene his owne ; and he calles our ſinnes, | 
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| committed none; and be deſired with a moſt? 
profound interiall loue, that his ſeruants might 
be beloued, as if he baddelired it for himſelf: 
and as he delired it, he obtayned it. For, accor- 
ding to the ordinance of God, he and weare ſo 
much one thing , that either he and we muſt be 
beloued, or he and we muſt be abhorred, And 


| 


lince he neither is , nor can euer be abhorred, | 
neither can we allo be (o, if we be incorpora-' 
tedinto him, by Faith and Loue, Bur indeede, 


becauſe hes beloued, we are alſo beloued, and 
that iultly : becauſe he weighes more, rowards 
the making of vsto be beloued , then we doe, 
ro make himbe abhorred. And the Father lo- 
ues his Sonne, more , then he abhorres ſuch fin- 
ners, asare Conuerted to him, And as one, who 
was much beloued by his Father, he ſaid to him| 
ro this efteRt : Either loue them, or loue nos me; 
for I offer myſelf inpardon of their finnes, to the 
ende,that they may h incorporated into myſelf. 
The greaterloue ouercamethe leſſer hate, & we | 
are beloued, pardoned, and iuſtified : & we haue| 
great hope not to be forſaken there, where the- | 
reis ſoſtrong a knott of loue. | 
If cbrough our weakeneſſe we be afflicted} 
with exceſſive feares, ( as now you are, concei-| 
uingthat God hath forgotten you)our lord hath 
prouided you acomfort, ſaying thus by the Pro- 
pber : Shall the mother perhaps '# able to forgett 10 
take pittie vpon the childe of ber wombe ? well , if she 
dee , yet will not | forzett thee | for I carrie het 


written in my hande. O writing , which art ſo 
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| firme , whoſe. penne be hard nayles , whoſe \ 
inke is the bloud ir (elf of him , who writes, 
and the paper is his owne very flesh : and his 
word (aith thus 1 1 bane lowed thee with an eternall |, 
loe , and therefore I haue drawen thee towards me 
with mercie. PR 
Sucha writing therefore as this, muſt nor be 
litle eſteemed , eſpecially when one findes- in 
himſelf, chat his ſoule is drawen by the (weete- 
 nefle of good purpoſes,which are " har of that 
eternall loue , wherewith our Lord hath choſen | 
and loued him, Be not therefore ſcandalized, | 
or afflicted for any of theſe things, which happen 
to you: ſince they all arediſpenſed by thoſe very 
hands, which were nayledtothe Crofle for you, 
n teſtimony of the louc hee bate you. And if you 
deſire to ynderſtand, what you gett heereby, in 
theintEtion of God who ſendes them, you muſt 
know,that they aretryalls, whereby you may be 
examined:that afterward (as one, who hath bee- 
ne faithfull in che conflit)you may be crowned 
by the hid of our lord, wichaCrowne of luſtice. 
And to the ende , you may not thinke, 
that the particulars , which you endure , are 
lignes of reprobarion : and thar they are ſent 
by our dankes none but wicked men, heare 
what Dauid faich in his owae perſon , and of 
many others, who walked inthe way of God: 
[ ſeyd in the exceſſe of my ſoule. , that I am caſt | 
of before the countenance of \thine eyes. And 
though this diſmay of hare , and the disfa- 
uour , wich wee finde in the middeſt 
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eoot Coo dies; attordech mach alice 
andrhat the foule can take no ayine of how it 


ſtande , nor what cnde that Croileshall haue: 


|. yer neuerthelefle. there arc feiv things in the 
'| world, which are ſo forcible to purge hnnes, 


or-which teach.a man- ſoc imavie trur'! cs as 


| doth this darke obſcuritie-,, and wward att]:- 
| Etion , which makes the foule {weate droppes 


|| of þloud, 


-,Qur lord ſendes this to his ſcruants , thar 


| they may not departethis life , withour fecling, 
/|-what crofles and tribulations are, And therc- 
| foxe he wounds them in the ſpiritt., wherein 


they live: For, ifheshould but wound themin 


| temporal] ethiogs, to, winch they aredead, they 


would haue no {ence-at all thereof, You muit 
therefore be ſurerogiue a good accompt of thar 
dangerous paſſage , wherein God hath becne 
plealed.to beſtow you : andyou wult adore his 


confidence in his goodneſſe,, bowe dawne that 


| head of yours without anic more (ifring into; 
the mater, and open the mouth. of your hart, | 


toſwallow downe this pill of darkenelſe , and 
deſolation , and disfauour of God, throuth the 
obedicnce, whick you owe to the ſame God, 
And knowe for certaine, that vnlei{c you haue 
arninde to breake your word, and vnſay your 
ſelf in this tryall , which God ſendes to you, 
you muſt refolue ro make yourſclf ſtrong , as 


the Angell did Ioſue : and you , muſt lue, 
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ftandes: in the ſighr- of God , nor how it shall | 


tudgements, And being comforted through, 


—_— 


(dying eucrie day , as S. Paul did. 


_ 


_ 


You mutt be baked in the fire of tribulatiof, 
thatſo you may grow hard, like anie bricke : 
and fittro refiſtcheraynes, and windes of remp- 
tation, andtroubles, and that you be not ſoft, 
likethe dawbing of a wall, which is inſtangly 
dill »lued by warer , and no way fitt for a ſtrong 
building. For the people, who are to be placed 
inthat houſe of heauen , muſt be beaten, and 
hammerd here on carth by the knockes of manie 
trioulations and temptations , asitis written 7 | 
Our dv 'diry:d them, 41d found them wor thie of him | 
ſelf. Learne you therefore to ſuſtaine your ſelf} 
with ſtrong foode ; and triue to conuerte theſe 
ſtones of tribulation into bread , if you deſire to 
haue the teſtimonie of being the childe of God, 
Andif he giue youan appetite to eate the white, 
and new bread of conſolation, renict it back 
againeto the will of ourlord : and be content 
with being ſure, that you $hall haue ſomuch of 
that in the next world, as thatthe ;vectneſle 
thereof, will farre and iarre exceederhe recom- 
pence, which mizh: be due for anie bitterneſle 
ſult2yned in this, And in ſtcede of thoſe hard 
bones, which hece they gauc youto be gnawed 
vpon, by your ſoule : you $hall there be em- 
ployedin feeding vpon t'1at molt fauorie bread 
of life, which is God him(clf : and thereof there 
will neuer be an ende, And therefore hope 
for this, and comfort yourſelf wirh this : for 
the bulineſſe , whereof wee are now in que- | 
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ſion , is not fitt for them , who are either of 
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a delicate life, ora weake faith, 

You willſce yourſelf many times inſuch 
a kinde af ſtare by theſe affliions, as-thar if 
you conſider them with the ſcnſe of flesh 
and bloud, yon will thinke them ro be the 
very markes of hell, and eucn a beginning the- 
reof ; but yet you mult ſuffer it with patience, 
though it be without comfort. yea and though 


dence; that ſo you may knowe , what it is, to 

ſuffer in good carneſt, For as long as a man's 

confidence is very ſtrong , there is nothing, 

which can afflicte him very much, but when 
God hides his face, and ſhewes the ſoule no ta- 
uour, but disfayour; and when it is perſecuted 
by enemies, 2ad yet feeles not the helpe of hcr 
good friend, then indeede is it pure ſuffering, 
and hath a taſtecuen of the very torments of 
hell, You will nox then diſcerne any hope, 
which you may haue to eſcape, but you mult 
content yourſelf with this , that you deſpaire 
not;andlet that diſcomfort be accepted by you, 
in penance for your finnes, wherein once you 
rooke delight, and let itatlengrh ſerue to make 
youclearcly ſce, how litle that is, which you 


| 


he, who ſinnes by louidg and liking himſelf, 
thould pay for it, by being inwardly and pro- 
foundly digguſted with himſelf ; and that he, 
who had confidence in himſelf, may ſee, to his 
coſt, that he is gaod for nothing. 


Through this fire muſt you paſſe, if you 


"» 


you do not ſo much as feele your owne conh- | 


areableto doe of yourſelf, It js but reaſon, that | 
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deſire to enioy the reſt of heauen, In this warre | ["Y 


muſt you ouecrcome , if you will deſerue the 
Crowne of that kingdome, Conlider , how 
the holy Scripture faith : Bleſſed is the man , who |! «cob 1.| 
| ſuffers temptation , for when be shall haue beene 5 
| tryed , he 1s to veceiue the Crowne of life , which 
\ God promiſed to them , who lowe him, 1f the 
Crowne contente you, let not the tryall dil- 
| pleaſe you; and therecan be notriall without 
temptation ; and no temptation of troubles 
can be coming towards you ,. which pales 
not from the hand of God, who is your fa- 
ther; and who meaſures out ſo much thereof, 
as may be fitt, and neither tofallshort in reſpe&t 
of your profitt, nor to ouerflowe in reſpect of 
your weakeneſlc. 

Feare not to drinke with patience, of 
that , which God dranke with loue. And 
God himſelfe ſaith to vs ; My ſonne , doe 
not caft thyſelf into anguich , when thow art |Prou3-1- 
correfted by Almighte Get, For hee corref&s 
him , whome he loues , as the father doth the 
ſonne , in whome hee delizhts. And elſewhere TIee - 
he ſaith : Doe not deſpiſe thyſelfe m thy weake= [x ws 0 
neſſe , bat pray to God , and hee will care if | 
[And now , ſince we are commannded ,; on 
(the parte of God, that whatſocuer happen, 
we muſt not be diſmaycd , let vs make our 
recourſe to him , vpon the confidence, 
Which we haue in his word ; and let ys beg 
his fauour , which hee cannot fayle' to af- 
 forde. | | 
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and precious we are in the eyes of God ! Oh 
that we could bur ſce, how deepely he holdes 
vs lodged in his hart, and how neare we are to 
him, when we may perhaps conceiucs our (cl- 


| uesto be caſt furtheſt of ! Bleſſed be our lord 


leſus Chriſt , for hee it is , whome with a full 
mouth we proclaime to be our hope. Nothing 
cant ſo fright me , as hee can ſecure me. Let 
me be changed from deuout to flacke , and 
repide : from gocing towards the comforts of 
heauen , to goe towards the darkeneile of the 
blacie pict of hell. Let mee be enuironed by 
my finnes , which are paſt , and by feares, 
which may bee to come : let the deuills ac- 
cuſe me, and lay ſnares for me : let men per- 
ſecure and fright me , let them threaten me 


with hell and , lay ten thouſand dangers be- 


fore me , and yer after all this, by fGighing, 
and ſobbing for my ſinnes , and by caſting 


,mine eyes vp to Chriſt our lord , defiring hel- 
pe at his hands , (that lord, who is ſo meeke, 
ſo benigne , ſo full of mercie, and that moſt 
firme and faithfull loyer of mine , cuen to 
death ) and I cannot be .perſwaded , to dil- 
confide ; eſpecially when I conſider , that I | 
was valucd at ſo high a rate, that God himſelf 
was giuen for me, _ 


O Chriſt , thou hauen of ſecuritic for all 


them, who being bruſed and battered by the 


flye to thee for ſuccour ' O thou fou 


tempeſtuous waues of their owne harts, and 
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ne of living waters , to thole ftags, who are 
embolled, and pincht by thoſe ſpirituall dogs, 
which are che deuills, and rheir owne finnes. 
Thou art that profound internall reſt , the 
hope, which neuer fayled , the protettion of 


art that firme houſe of ſtone, which giueſtre- 
ccipt to thoſe porcupines , which are ſo full 
of roughneſle, and ſharpenelle , rhrougn their 
lianes, if with groanes, and delire of pardon, 
they fly towards thee, Thoudefendeſt vs from | 
the wrath of God , to which we are ſubiect: 
And although ſometimes thou commaundelt | 
thy Diſciples to enter into the-ſea without thee, 
that ſo they may be weaned by litle and litle fr6 
thy ſweete conuerſaric; & though, when thou 
art abſent, ſuch rempelts of the ſea may riſc, as 
to putt the ſoule into hazard of, being lolt, yer 
{till thou forgettett them nor, Thou biddgelt 
them departc from thee , and yer eucn very 
then, thou goeſt to pray for them, They thin- 
ke, thou haſt layed them alide, andthat thou 
lleepeſt; and thenart thou vpon thy knees for | 
them. And when three partes of tne night 

were alrcady paſt, and when it ſcemed to thy | 
infinite wiſedome, that then thou hadit kepr 

them long enough in paine,through thy ab{en- 

ce., and that then they had continued in that 

tempeſt long enough, thu deſcendedſt from | 
the mountaines; and asthe true Lord of thoſe ; 
vncontitant waues, thou walkedit vpon them, 


| 


( for all is firme vnder thy feete ) and thou 
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dreweft neare thy ſeruants, when they thought 
thee fartheſt of fromrthem; and thou vtteredft 
theſe words of confidence to them : 1t # 1; be not 
afrayed. | 

O Chriſt our lord, thou diligent and care- 
full paſtour of thy ſheepe , and how much is 
that ſoule in errour , who will not confide in 
thee, and through thee , from the moſt pro-| 
found internall parte of the hart; if withall he 
can becontent to amende his hfe, and toſerue 
thee 2 O that thou wouldſt but let mer: know, 
how much reaſon , they haue, who come to 
giue themſclues to thy ſeruice , not to be diſ- 
mayed, ynder the condutt of ſuch a Captaine; 
and that there is noe accident, which oughtto 
putt anie ſeruant of rehine, into ſo great affli- 
tion and feare, as the newes of what thou art 
ought to giue them comforr. It thou, Olord , 
wert iell knowne , there is no ſoule, which 
would not loue thee and confide inthee, yn- 
lefle it were ſtrangely wicked. 

For this it is, that thou ſay t : [tis [ , therefore 
dee not feare. Iam he, who kill, andgiuelife: I 
caſt men downe , as low as hell , and I draw 
them back againe; that is,I afflita man till he 
thinkes , he dyes and then againel refreſh , 1 
recreate , and I giue him life, I caſt men into 
certaine liſcomforts , Which ſeeme hell to 
them : but when they are there, I forgett them 
not, bur 1 fetch themfrom thence, and they 
are but therefore mortified, that they may be 
quickened. 1 ſende them not thither , to 
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, remayne there , but that their entry into that 


ſhadow of hell, may be a meanes to make. 
them eſcape the ſubſtance of that true bell 


after death , and that they may fly vp to 


' heauen, I amhe , who can deliuer you from 
all afflition , for I am of infinite power. 
And I am he , who will deliver you , forl 
| am of infinite goodneſle : and Iam he, who 


' 
: 
: 


| know how todoirt, forT am of infinite wiſc- 


dome, I am your Aduocate for I embraced 
your cauſe as nfine owne, I am your ſurety, 
for I haue made myſelf ſubiect ro all your 
debts, Iam your Lord , who haue purchaſed 


A © 
nour , if you will ſerue me, becauſc you were 


bought at ſo high a price. { am he, who ha- 
ue ſo protoundly loued you, that tor the loue 
of you , I haue beene contented ro be 
transformed into you , andto become paſli- 
ble and mortall, I , who in mine owne na- 


ſ{uch miſerie, Iam he, who deliuered myſelf 
oucr to innumerable torments of bodie, and 
farre greater torments of minde , that you 


me, and to confide, that you (hall in fine, be 
freed from them, ſince I am he, who vnder- 
take it. 1 am your Father, as Iam God, and 
your elder-brother, as [ am man; I am your 
Chriſt, & your redemption, and what fearecan 


you with mine owne bloud ; and with no! 
meaning to forgett you , but to doe you ho- 


aue of your debts , if by penance, 


_ — 


ture , was very farre from being ſubic& to | 


might take hart to endure ſome for loue of |. 
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and Confellioa, you demaunde a generall re. 
leaſe of them 2? I am your reconciliation, and 
of whoſe wrath canyouthen be atraide 21 am 


then can you tbinke, that you are fallen out 
with God 2 I amyourdefender : and what op- 
polites can you apprehende? I am your treind, 


| and how then doe you feare, that you can want 
anie thing, which I haue, ynlef{e you will nee- 
des departefrom me? 

My bodie, and my bloud isyours : and why 
then doe you feare hunger? nay , my veric hart 
is yours, and why then doe you feare to be for- 
gotten? yea and my divinitic is yours, and what 


yours to defende you. My Saints ae yours, to 
pray for you. My bleſſed mother is yours, tobe 


|the carcfull and indulgent mother of you all, 


The earth is yours, that you may ſcrue me vpon 
it, The heauen is yours, for you shall enioy it, 
and mein it, Thedeuills, and hell is alſo yours, 
for you hall treade it and them vnder foote, 
like ſlaues , who arechayned vp inthat priſon, 


| This life is yours, becauſe with it you gett an- 


other, which shallneuer ende. Your honeſt en- 
tertainements and delights are yours. For you 
dire&t them to my glorie. Your paynes are 
yours, for you endure them for my loue , and 
far your owne true good. Your temptations 
are yours, becauſe they are occafion' of your 


Imeritt, and of an euerlaſting Crowne in hea- 
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that true-loues-Knott of friend{hipp ,and how | 


doubt can youthen haue of miſeric ? For acceſ: | 
fories vnto that Principall , my Angells are 
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gen, Your death is yours, 'becaule i it is to be 
the immediate {teppeto your eternall lite, 

And all theſe things you poſlefle in me; 
| and by my meanes ; For neither did 1 gaine 
chem for myſelf dlone ; neither will I enioy 
them alone; for whenl putt myſclf into your 
companie by taking your flesh vpon me, I did 
it, to make you partakers of all the meritt, 
which I should acquire by my labours, my fa- | 
ſting, cating, ſweating , weeping , and by the | 
enduring of all my torments and dcath, if the 
tauit be not your owne. | 
| Now, youcannotaccount yourſelf poore, 
who pollelle ſo great riches,if you doe not wit- 
tingly throw them au ay, by your wicked lite, 
| Be not diſmayed; for-I will not forſake you, 
It is true, that you are no better, then ſome 

thinne glalles; bur I will holde you faſt in my 
hand. Your weakeneſle ſetts of, my ſtrength 
the more, From your linnes and miſeries., I | 
draw the manifcltation of my goodnelle, and 
mercie, There is nothing, which $shall be able 
to hurt you, if you will lone me, and confide 
[in me. Thinke not of me according to your 
owne opinion, and the iudgments., which are 
made by flesh and bloud ; bur thinke of me by 
a {trong taith with Joue ; nor bythe apparance. 
of cxteriour fignes, bur by that hart of mine, 
| which was opened for you ypon the Crofle, 
{ that you mighrdiſmifle all doubr, whether you 
| are bcloued by me or no, foraſmuch as concer- | 

nes my parte; lince you ſce ſuch workes of loue 
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| without, and a hart, which was ſo wounded 
by that launce within; and yet more wounded 
by my loue, 

How ſhall I denye myſelf to them , who 
ſeeke me, to do me homovr;linceI wenr out to| 
that way, where thoſe others fought me to of=' 
fende me, I offered myſelf ro ropes and chai- 
nes, which afflicted me; and shall I refuſe my- 
- ſelf tothe hart and armes of Chriſtians, where | 

[ delire to repoſe 2 I yeilded myſelf to thoſe 
ſrourges, and to that hard pillar ; and shall I 
denye myſelf ro that ſoule, which will be ſub- 
iet to me? I turned not away my face from 
him, who {trooke me; and shallI rurne it away | 
from him, who will holde himſelf happy, that 
he may beholde and adore me, Whar litle con«| 
fidence is this, that ſcing me to be voluntarily 
rornein pieces ; by the had of dogs;for the loue 
of my children, yet thbſe children should be 
doubtfull, whether I loue them, orno,though 
they be confefled to loue me ? 

Conſider , o yee ſonnes of men , and tell 
me, whome I euer deſpiſed, if he deſired to be 
| well with-me > whome haue 1 abandoned, if 
he called on me» from whome hauel fled , if 
he ſought me 2 I conuerſed , and F fedde with 
Ganers: yea | called, and Huſtified them , who 
were forlorne, andeuen fowle in linne, Nay, 
am imporrunate to winne their harts, who loue 
me nor. I make myſelf a beggar to all the 
world, and what cauſe is there thento ſuſpeR 


me of forgerrfullnelle towards my children, 
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when there is ſo great diligence vſcd both, ws 
loue me, and to make expreſſion of that loue? 
Andrhough I may c6ceale it ſometimes,yer do 
I not leaue to loue ; but cuen forthe very loue, 
I beare to my crearures, I couer it; for whome 
nothing is ſo good, as not to know any thing, 
which concernes thetnſclues , but to remitt 
themſelues wholy to me. In that ignorance, 
doth their knowledge conliſt; in that ſuſpence, 
their ſtrength, and in thatſubiecion, their do- 
minion. And it eught to ſuffiſe a ſoule ,\rhat 
ir lyes in no other hands but mine, which are 
allo hers, lince for her they were nayled vpon 
the Crofle, Yea , they are more hers, then mi-, 
ne, fince they laboured more for the purchaſe 


| of her good , then of mine owne. And to the 


ende, that I may draw her out of all ſelf con- 
ceipt, and make her follow my direCtionzir is 
'T, who condudt her into this darkeneſle, that 
ſo she may know nothing of herſelf. Bur yer 
(till if she _ her confidence in me, and de- 
parte not from my ſeruice, I will deliver her, 
and I willglorifyc her; and allthis will I per- 
forme to her, Be faithfull co death, and I will give 
thee the Crowne of life, | 

This ſayth our Lord to all faithfull ſoules, 
and this he ſayth to yours , which 1. pray God 
to keepe. Amen, 
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A Letter t0 4 Lady , who was 4 Religious woman, | 
and in great affliction, He shewes ; bow troubles 
ai the proofe of Faith and Loue in the ſeruants | 
of God; and bow confident they ought to be of bus 
Dintae Maieſly in the middeſt of their trotibles, 


A $ ſoone asI receiued your letter, I offered 
thankstoour lord, for hauing giuen youa 
ligne, that your vocation came fromhis hand; 
and this figne is, that you haue ſuftered tribula- 
tion, You muſt not be alictle glad of this, ſince 
our Lord loues you, Nor yet mutt you beflack, 
lince you are in the midſt of many davgers; butt 
cairy youreyetowardes him, whoe hath called 
you wich foe great lone. You mult alſoe haue a 
itrong hare, For he called you not with inten- 
tion to'gine you ouer in the midſt of your iour- 
ney ; but ro guide you vnder the proteCion of 
his owne wings, till he may haue conduRed 
you to heaueq, , where you ſhall ſee his face. 
Let notthe Faith of Chriſt our Lord, nor the 
loue you owe him flcepe in you; for he neuer 
{leepes , whea there is queſtion of docing you 
Aanic good. | 
Theſe are tokens, which he vſes to ſende, 
to whome he loucz, to trye, if they alſo loue 
bim in their afflitions, and if they confide in 
himin their dangers, That ſpouſe is not wor- 
thy of thankes, who loucs her fellow-ſpouſe 
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but onely when he is preſent with her , nor 
doth it coſt her much ro confide in him ;, when 
she findes herſclfe regaled by him. But the mat- 


tet is, that; when he abſentes himſelf from her, | 


yea and when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her, 
che muſt loue him ſo much the berrer, as he is 
further abſent from her, and confide in him ſo 
much the more ; as she hath fewer exteriour 
ſignes of his fauour, 

It is enough for you, my good lifter, to haue 
knowen alreadie by experience , how louing 
our lord hath beene to you, by his hauing dra- 
wen youto the knowledge of himſelf. And be 


you not crauing ney teſtimonies of his loue, 


| but make youtſelf ſure enoug hthereof; and be 


not troubled , although he correct you , and 
though it ſeeme, as it he eſtranged himſelffrom 
you, and forgott you ; but rather ſay chus : He 
hath a minde to trye me, and not tooppaeſſe me. You 
muſt loue our lord, though he correct you ; you 
muſt confide in him, though you feele no com- 
fort from him. Seeke him, though he hide him- 
elf; ſufferhim norto reſt, till yow have waked 
him, and till he confefle, that you are faichfull 
in his abſence: and thus you hall finde him to 
returne to you , with ſo much aduantage , as 
that, when you enioy his preſence againe, you 
will eſteeme your former afflitions well ea- 
ployed. ; | 

Procure great courage , wherewithto ſuffer; 


for after the rate of your ſorrowes , shall your 
comforts be, Be nor a louer of yourſelf : but 


he CE 
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be a louer of God : looſe yourſelf, and foe. 
you shall bee ſure to finde yourſelf, And. if 
{ once yow would bud truſt Gad home , and 
if once you would offer yourſelfe to him 
with true loue , there could nothing hap: 
pen , which would fright you. All bitter 
frozen aftlictions proceede but from diſtruſt 
in God. And for this qur lod ſayde : Ler rot 
your barts bee teubled,, and dee not jeare, You be 
leine in God : beleme alſo in me So that Fa'th and 
| [owe is the cauſe of peace and quietnefſe to 
the harr, 

There is no one thing, which is ſo neceſla- 
ric for you , towards the makipg you able to 
arriuc at theence of that dayes worke , whe- 
rein God hath placed you , as to corfide in| 
] him with loue. Our lord hath manie proofes 
ro make of you : and manic tribulations: hall | 
growe, where you looke leaſt for them: but | 

if you ſtand armed. with Faith and love , you 
| Shall onercome them all, Doe but remember, 
how the children of Iſrael , when they were 
iflued out of the.land of Egypr, by meanes of 
ſo manic miracles , and were paſſing through 
ſo manie afflictions , before they arrived at 
that land , which our loxd had promiſed 
them, ſayd thus : The people , which poſſeſſe thus 
land , 15 greater. and ſironger , then we; they have 
mightre Citties , whoſe walles doe euen threaten 
the skye ; we canpot onercome ſuch a onte na- 
tion as this ; to what ende doe we putt onrſclue« 
vpon this iournie > And though ſome amongſt 
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them , who had aun , didencouraye the reſt 
by ſaing : that ſince God was on their (ide, 
they should calily be able to cuercome , as 
| = had done till then : yer feare preuailed 
| ſo farre, as that they offended our ford the- 
reby , and through their licle copfidence, 
they loſt the land , and God deſtroyed them 
in the deſert, without ſutfering them to en- 
ioy-thag, for which they had labourcd , and 
which himſelf had promiſed. 
Ler vs take warning , my good Siſter, 
by the danger of others , and ler ys knowe, - 
that our Lord hath guſt in ſuch as feare 
him , and hope in his mercie : aud is of- 
fended with (uch , as doe not fo. Ir is he, 
who drew you out .of the capriuitie of E- 
gypt, when hee inſpired your hart with a 
defire of being his ; and he leades you ſill 
through this deſert, which is (o vnpleaſant : 
where ſometimes you want the bread of do- 
Grine for lacke of ſuch , as might breake 
it to you : At other times you want corm- 
panie , whica may ſpeake of fpirituall 
things , that ſo your way might bee made 
to ſceme the Shorter : At other times you 
doe waut the trees of other recreation, 
which might give you $hade : and thus 
in ſteede of theſe commodities , you haue 
thouſand diſcomforts, Now teoptarions 
riſe agaiaſt you from withia, and chea from 
without : now from ſtrangers, andchen from 
| domeſtiques, Barr yert artenfſe yon onely 
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to your bulineſle, For he, who did that for you, | 


which was more, can neuer fayle to do that for 
you, whichis lefje, He, who made you a friend 
of an enemie , will better keepe you now, 
when youare his friend. He, whodid not aban- 
don you, when you fled from him, will much 
lefle flye now from you , when you follow 
him, 

Whois he, thatcan ſay with anie truth, that 
God did not helpe him, if he were deſired > Sce 
you haueno feare, O you ſeruant of Chriſt, in 
any thing , which may happen to you : bur 
confide in him , who loued you ſo well, as to 
dye for you. Ic is true, that you haue bur one, 
who protects you: but that one is of much mo- 
re power, then all they, who contradict you, 
Donotthinke, of, how great the gyants, and 
how ſtrong the cittics are, which yon muſt en- 
counter : A it is not you, who muſt fight, Bur 
hbolde you your peace , and onr lord will fight for you, 


Do not fly from the warre, nor abandon your- 


ſelf, as one , who were ouerccme , and ſo you 
Shall ſee the favour of our lord towards you, For in 
this warre , he onely looſes the barraile , who 
quitts the field. Ir is true, that you are weake, 
but in that weakeneſſe of yours God will sbew bis 
ftrength. Ic is true that you know not much: bur 
God himiſclt will be your, guide, By your mi- 
ſeries, God will make ygls-mercies appeare, 
Whoe are you , that you $shbould be able to 


 paiſe rhrough ſuch difficultics 2 Burt yer fay 


with Dakid : In the flrength of my God | will leape 
ce Lo? p 
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vver a Wall : Who are you, that Should be able 
ro fight 2 but yet fay with him againe : Thowgb 
thauſands Should rije azamft me , yet my bart shall 
not feare. Beleme , My good ſiſter , that how 
much the harder this buſinefle is for you, fo 
' much the eaſter it is for Almightic God, And 

therefore you muſt hauc great diſtruſt in re(< 
, pet of your owne mg 4mm" : bur great 
| confidence withall , in God's ſtrength. Infal- 
 libly hee will crowne yow , if yow contti- 
| Nue in his loue : and if youdoe confide , that 
| by his grace , you shall obraine that crow- 
| NE. 


' him, who confeſſes me before men, that man 
' will I confeſſe before my Father , who is in| 
' heauen : but him , who denyes me before | 
men , that men will I alfo denye before my 
Father , who is in hcauen. Can you thinke, 
that one is to cſtecme that for affliction, 
which he endures for the confeſſion of Chrift | 
our lord , fince itis to haue fo high a rewar- 
de as that with fo much honour he $ball be 
crowned by him at the day of iadgement be- 
fore his father 2 Happie is that ſufferance : 
happie that dishonour and pouertie, to which 
ſo high an honour doth ſacceede. What kin- | 
de » will jt be for you , O my, good &- 
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ſter , to heare theſe wordes from the mouth 
of Cbrift our lord himſelf , and that in preſen- | 


ce of the whole world : Come you bleſſed of my mn 4 


Father , and poſſeſſe the kingdome , which is pre- 
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| pared for you 2 What will it be, when the Angells 
Shall thus ſing to her , who hath beene a faith- 
full ſeruant of that Celeſtiall king : Come, o Spev- 
ſe of Chriſt , recetne that crewne , which onr lord bath © 
prepared for thee : and that not for one da . bu! 
for all eternite, What will the ſpouſes of Chriſt 
our lord conceaue , when hauing paſſed 
through the ſea of this life, and their enemies, | 
who diſturbed vs , remayning drowned the- | 
rein, they $hall ſing thus with great toy, for 
hauing runne through this dangerous world,” 
without being ouerwhelmed with the vices 
Pſ.12.-,| thereof ; The ſnare # broken, and we are deliue- | 
red ; our helpe is in the name of our lord. What a 
day will that be , when that true Marie , the | 
virgin of virgins, shall goc before with her Tim- 
brell, which is her ſacred bodie, prayſing God 
both in bodie and foule , and finging thus: 
Come, magnifye our lord with me, and lett 
| vsexalte his name in muruall ſociety with one 
|. + another, | 
2 Happie are you, if you be found faithfull to 
the ſpouſe , who choſe you. Happie are you, if 
Þ .| you haue the courage to caſt away that, which 
is preſent . vnder the molt certaine promiſe of 
Cbrift our lord , for that , which is future. Be 
confident , my good ſiſter , in taking his 
word: for you are not the firſt, to whome hee 
hath paſſed it, andfulfilled it : neither shall you 
be she , with whome that word $shall want 
J effee. He gaue his word ro ſaynt Catherine, 
q ſaynt- Agnes, ſaynt Barbara and ſaynt Lucie, 
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and to inmumerable other ladie yirginis : and 
tell me now. how completely he hath perfor- 
med it. They had che courage ro deſpiſe the 
poore preſent world : and you ſee, that now 
they raigne, with God. They lived heere in 
rrouble;;z and they are now in.an eternitie 'of 
repale. Through how manie combats aid 
they paſle 2 and they now enioy the cuerla- 
ſting crownes of their conqueſts, They fled 
from ſpouſes of the earth : and they brought 
the king of heauen to bee in loue with 
them, | 

If they had followed the trace of this 
world , their delight had beene alreadie paſt, 
and their memories would haue becne forgot- 
ten, But they loued that, which was eternall; 
and therefore their felicitie shall not dye: and 
their memorie $shall not decay, They were 
written in the booke of God : and therefore 
neither water nor winde , nor fire , nor time 
can make them waſte, For that booke is in- 
corruptible : and fo is the name , which is 
written 1n it, 

You mult therefore procure to haue a 
ſtrong hart towards God , whoe 1s . your 
faluation : and doe not thinke , that hee 
ſelles heauen deaxe to you : for you haue not 
yet shed your bloud for him ', as thoſe 
others shed theirs. Our lord treates you like 
{a weake creature : and you should bee a 
'shamed to haue giuen him ſuch cauſe, If you 
had had more faith and confidence in him, 
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and more loue to ſuffer for him, he would haue 
procured you more afflictions, to the ende, that 
you might haue purchaſed. richer Crownes. 
Do not content yourſelf.with ſuffering litle, 
conlidering how great your rewarde ſhall be, 
and/how much Chriſt our Lord ſuffered for | 
you, He gaue his life for you , and he was dee- 
pely tormented and deſpiſed. How then come 
you thus to complaine of the touch of a flye ? 
doe bur loue , and you will deſire to ſuffer, Lex 
your loye be doubled, and you will ſuffer ſor- 
rowes , which are doubled. The loue of our 
Lord makes ſuch as poſleſle it, more greedie of 
ſuffering, then the loue of ones ſelfe, of repo- 
ſing. It makes, that anic burden weighes light, | 
for loue is ſtronger then death. He, who loues | 
not, groanes vnderthe burden, like ſome lazic 
beaſt; but be, who loues, runnes and flyes, and 
it ſuffers him not to fecle the weight-euen of | 
his owne bodice, nor of whatſocuer elſe they 
can lay vpon it. 

It is not, my good Siſter, that the afflictiss, 
which we ſuffer, are great; but that our loue is 
litle. The weight of a pound is no great weight; 
but yet lay it ypon ſome litle childe, and he will 
ſay : 0 bow heame it weighes 2 whereas if a man 
tooke it vp, he would ſcarce feele it. And ſa 
take you it for a ligne, that if you loue little, 
your afflitions will weigh heauy ypon you; but 
f % if you loue much, you will ſcarce allowe them 
{ro beafflictions. For you will be ſo incbriatcd 
with loue,that nothing can be able to diſtract 
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you from the taſte thereof. You will finde a 
good ſauour in the very ſuffering it ſelf, «nd 
you will draw watcr out of the rocke ; and hony out 
| of the ſtonic hilles, | 

Doe but loue, and you ſhall not be ſubiet 
to afflictiss , but you thall be ſuperiourto rhem 
as their lady; & you ſhall prayſe him, who deli- 
uers youfr6 them, lf they threaten you with deatn, 
you will bid ut wellcome , that ſu you may enioy It ue 
life. If with bannishment , you will ſay , That yer 
efteeme yourſelf bannished , whereſoeuer you are, 1ull 
you May arrive to ſee the face of God, And that it im. | 


| that parte of tbe earth ; And that if you haut God in | 


| pie ; andif not, your owne conntry will gue you ng- 
ſerie enough, If you fee yourſelf Contemned, ſay : Chyift | 
our Lord t5 my bonenr , and be hononrs me; let the 
world deſþ ſe me, (o bee v4lue me, | 
Doc not afflict yourſelf about the neceſſity, | 
which you may ſuſtaine of preſent things; for | 
of yourſelf you mult deſpiſe them, throughtt e 
defire, which you haue, to liue iv conformity 
with Chriſt our Lord , who made himfclf a 
poore man for you. W hatis there inthe world, 
| which ough to fright you? if the Joue of Chriſt 
j our Lord haue wounded: you , you will treade 


| threates , and you will paſſe with courage, 
| through all your enemies, Pyt your truſt in 


ports you litle, whether you goe to heawen fy om this or | 


your companit, whereſotuer you are , you shall be hap. 


che deuill ynder foote , you will deſpiſe his | 


him, who loues his louers. There is nothing, "= 
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| which youwillnot be ablegodoeinhim.Goe, 1 
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and buy whatfocuer you want of him, though 
he aske you all this world for it; & ſee,thatyou| 
be not found without the loue of him, though 
it ſhould coſt you your life, He u 4 hidden treaſu- 
re ; but he, who findes him \ ſelles all,to buy him. For 
in him alone, he findes himſelf morerich , then 
with the multitude of all other things. 

And now, if it concerne euery one of vs to 
lone bim , how much more doth it importe, 
that ſhe doe it, whome hehath choſen tor his 
ſpouſe. It becomes the ſeuant to feare his Mais | 
' fer, and the ſonne to honour his father; but the 
Spouſe to Loue her fellow ſpouſe. See you loue 
our Lord; and take noreſt, till he haue, graun- 
ted you this guift. Loue him with reuerence; 
for that is the kinde of.loue , which he likes. 
Efteeme not him the lefle, becauſe he commu- 
nicates himſelf to you; but wonder , how fo 
great an altitude, as his, can ſtoope to ſuch a 

rofound baſenefle as yours. It is the propertie 
of ill-natured and ill-mannerd fſeruits, to value 
their Maiſtersat alefle rate , for vouchſafing to 
deſcende, and become familiar with them,then 
if they had lived with them like Lords. Burt 
they who liucintrue light, eſtceme that Lord 
ſo much the more, as he doth the more yvouch- 

ſafe ro diminiſh himſelf, 
| Thetrue loue of Chriſt our Lord carries 


this badge withit , in token that it is indeede 
of him. That as it apprehendes and highly 
eſteemesthe goodneſle of God; ſo it alſo appre- 
hendes, and/ profoundly diſcſteemes the wic- 
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| kednefle of man, Therefore | loue, adore, and 
 ſerue our Lord with loy, batyer yeroyce With rye 
, bling; Not a trembling as of aſlaue inthe mid(t 
' of torments ; but as of a true and tenderhar- 
red childe ; who highly feares to giue any dil- 
| guſt co her father , how litle ſoeuer it may 
bee. 


Of yourſelf you can doe none of thele 
things ; but if you humble your hart in the | 
acknowledgement of your owne miſeries, it 
| you-preſent yourſelfe often in praver before 
Chriſt our Lord;if you lodge him in your breaſt 
by the Communzon ; if you heare bias ſpeake to 
you in your ſpiritual reading ; andin fine, if you 
will but giue him leaue to helpe you, you are 
ro haue confidence, that by litle & litle, he will 
be healing your ſoule | notwithſtanding allthe 
harſh encounters, which may occurre, 
Doe not {tarte out of his hands , though 
the cure putt you to payne ; for, in fine, 
he will worke the cure at the frtelt time ; 
And for the afflictions , which he ſendes 
you, and the delights, whereof he depriues 
you, he will giue you his owne molt plenrie- | 
full delight , which ſhall inebriate you ,-as 
if is were with ſome ſwelling riuer , and 
you ſhall be in full ioy for all eternitie, 
without the want of anie good , and with- 
"out the feare of looſing, what you haue. You 
{hall there finde wn, to be highly well con- FA 
tent and payde; and more felicity ihall be im- | » 
parted toyou, then yourſelf couldrell, how to 
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 Creatour himſelf of allthings , that true God, 


eternities, Amen, 


A Letter of the Authonr 16 4 Lady. He shewes bow 
\ Chriftour Lord , being placed vpen the Crofle, 


of great honour to bee carrying a part of his Crofle., 


FF inthe night of the Natinity of onr Lord, 
they carried you to Mown: Caluary, and hanc 
giuen you compaſſion to the Crucifix , and tea- 
reswherewith to waſh his feete; it may well 
be belciued that now, when you are in Lent, 
and ncere the time , whercin the holy paſſion 
of our Lord is repreſented , he will keepe you, 
asſuch a fixed Inhabitant of that bill, as to ſuf- 
fer you to depart noe more from thence, This 
is suchathing, asthat you may fafely ſay with 
SaintPecter , it is good for vs tobe heere ; and it 
ſhall be a better ſuite roour Lord,then bis was. 
For he deſired toremaine on that hill, where re- 
| poſe and delight were to be found ; but in this 
other, thereis aMiction; and therefore this car- 
ryes a teſtimony with ic , of greater loue. For 
notin reſting, bur in labonring, and ſuffering, 
is the loue of our Lord employed and ſhewed. 


deſire. Which felicity is nota creature, bur the 


who liues and raignes for the crernity of all 


|  #4batglaſſe, wherein wee may ſee all the 5ports of 
our ſoules , and wherein wee may alſce finde the 
cure of all our miſeries. And that it 1s an enterpriſe 


Doe you, Lady, remaine in thoſe woundes | 
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of our Lord, ſince for the cure of your woun- 
| des he accepted his. And though you be not to | 
endure che like for his ſake; yer ketthemſerue 
| you at lealt to make you thanke him, and to 
lament him, and to haue compaſſion on him, 
{:nce your (inaes,are they which placed him, in 
loe extreame diltreſle, Continue there , and 
| pu not on, with ſuch haſte as you would doe 
| by ſome il-prouided country inne. They whoe 
| paſjedon by twerr owne way , sbooke thery heads and 
| blaiphemed our Lord. But fixe you yourſclfe cloſe 
| by che Croſſe, like that virgin-mother , and like 
| that bel-ned diſciple , and thoſe other holy woe- 
men, For they who runn ouer this ſoe great 
| benefit, in ſuch haſte, doe neither vaderitand 
jit, nor thankfully acknowledge it ; and there 
remayne noe more with them , but the meere 
ſound thereof, And ſome ( that is ſuchas are ';,y, gf 
| Infidells ) blaſpheme bim for it; becauſe they | 
{tay norto oaks, at leaſure, ypon this mighty 
wonder of loue. 
But the Chriſtian , who hath taken yphis | 
lodging heere, ſayth , and that from his very 
hart, 1 bis is my reſt jor ener, and for ever will I dwell 
heere , becauſe 1 hane choſen it. And if the ſpenſe, 
{hall not remaine with, at leaſt , her hart nailed 
to that i 14ſje , to which the body of herfcilow-! | 
ſpouſe was nailed ; how will ſhce polſlibly bee 
able to eſcape tl:e name of vngratefull , and vn- 
Kinde 2 There shall you finde remedye, againſt 
the poyſon of thoſe faife prayſes, which men 
giue you. And you will profoundly bee alhamed 
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toperceiue yourſelf honoured, &proclaimedfor 
good, whe you ſee him, who indeede 15 good, & 
holy,to be proclaimed for wicked;& falſe, The= 
re, ſhallyou ſee, how little reaſon you haue, to 
thiak,that what youdoeis vnworthy of eſtima- 
tion in any kinde;foraſmuch as concernes your 
part thercof,fince it isfoe weake, & lame, when 
itis copared with that which Chriſt our Lord, 
wrought ypon the Croſſe; yea, & cuen with that 
which yourſelf, as you are, ought ro doe, 
Looke into this glaflſe, and you will eaſily 
be able rodiſcerne the ſpors , whichare in the 
face of your ſoule, For when you haue beene 
the moſt meeke of all , if you compare that 
meek nes . with his , your meekenes will be noe 
better, then meere wrath; and your obedience 
compared with his, will be very diſorderly; and 
your humility very proud, Yet the blind world 
will needes beleiuc, that there are noe other (in« 
nes, but thoſe, which it conceiuves to beſuch, 
Whereas the eyes of God are of another kinde, 
and he meaſutes vs by another rule ; whereby 
many times he findes that to bee faulty which 
ſcemed inthe eycs of men to bee excellerly,and 
cGpleatly done. W hen therefore they thall de- 
liver out any of theſe poiſoned, & ſmooth-lying 
prayſes, ſay you inſtitly in your hart, as S. Pawle 


'| did, he who 1nd-es mes our Lord, And make haſte 


to call ro minde, how ourLord was proclaimed 
fora wicked perſon. And beſeech him, notre. 
permitt that you be publiſhed for one who is 


gond , & be ſure vou hould your rogue, for our | 
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lord will olfornt how the world goes. Nay pro- 


cure you,& be carefull chat when you aredeſpi- | 


ſed), you may be very glad thereof, and perbaps 


our lord doth not now permit any body to giue | 


you ill words, becauſe he findes, that you have 
| not ſtrengch wherewith to beare them. 

He who deſires any part of the Croſſe of our 
lord, mult receiue it, as he would doe {ome pre- 
tious Rel:qu:, with great reuerence, & giuing of 
thankes, And he mult valew it more, then he 
would all the treaſures of the world, And be- 
cauſethereareſoc few whoeſteeme of thoſcRe- 
liques of the Croſſe as they ought, therefore our 
Lord oftentimes doth not impart them; whoſe- 
pleaſure is that they be honoured, and beloued, 
and borne with ioy, And for this reaſon it is, 
that he leaues vs ſtill in our infancy , withour 
putting vs to the taskes of men, But how much 
more then, are we to blame , if we þe drawne 
downe to impatience, or ſuperfluity of ſorrow, 
for any of thoſe thinges, which he ſences, 

Soc that if you ſhall carry a great louctot! e 
Crucyfix, he will giue youa part of his Croſſe But 
then ſce,that you-embrace it,as an enterpriſe of 
great honour, according to what he ſayth tothe 
| ſpenſe , Flace ner as @ ſeale vpon thy hart: and vpon 
thine a» me ; for lone 15 ſtrong as drath. And as for: 
that paine whereinyou are, becauſe you may 
not recciue the Body of our Lord inthe bleſſed. 
Sacrament. ſoe often as you would;be.not trou\, 
bled thereat, ForT hane already tould you that 
our Lord isrc{olued that it ſhall coſt youſome 

what, And itis but reaſon thar it 
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ourſoules coſt him ſoc much. Doe you thin- 
ke perhaps that by our Lords onely ſaying , Lc: 


1 all joules "ee mine,they inſtarly render themſclues 


into his hands. Doe you thinke thatthe loue 
which you carry to our Lord, & the dominion 
which he exerciſes ouer you coſt him but toyes? 
I can allure you it is not foe, Bur he thed his 


| that your ſoules might bEhis, and he yours. 

 Tuſt foe, muſtthat ſoule doe, which hath a 
minde to obtaine him ; that is, it muſt ſu cate 
firſt, ic muſt weepe, ic muſt importune him , ic 
muſt endure ill wordes, yea and alſ{ce cuijldee- 
des atthe hands of others;yea and it mult ſeeme 
little to haue endured this, bur once. And if it 
be not put to endure then, at icaſt it ſhall hauc 
gained much in hauing diſpoſcd it ſelfe,to ſuffer 
ſomewhat for him, & thus it proues, noe fruit- 
lefſe thing to ſecke God. Negotiate your buſt- 
neflewith him, for if he ſay Tea, there is none 
who can hinder it, and if any body offerto doe 
it, it will not proue with him ; but yet, if it 
chaunce to proue, you may concludethereby, 
that you hane not negotiated well, with our 
Lord.What ſhall ſay to you? Cry our louder to 
him:Follow my counſaile; and whenſocuer be 
giues you a great delire to communicate, pro- 
cure then to be, juſt as if you were communica- 
ting indeed. And beſcech our Lord, fince he is 
omniporent, that he will give youthat; when 
you communicate ſpiritnally, which he would 


| haue given , if you had communicated Sacre: 


$ mentally. 
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bloud, as any flauemightdoe, vpon condition, | 
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mentally, For ſoc, you ſhall bee pleaſing to his 
goodnes ; and he will nor ſuffer you to goe 


an 


thinke, that yoq may therefore fajle , to con- 


fefle your (inves afterward, to your Ghoſtly |: 


Father, Bur till you haue meanes to declare 
chem to him, I aduilc; that you reiate them to 


our Lord, And aboue allthings., keepe your | 
hart in peace and conſerue yourſelf inthe way” 


of obedience, and bumility, rowards your Su- 


periours, and Prclates, For this isthe way of | 


our Lord , and you muſt take heede you leaue 
jr not. Take courage to palleon,in your 

denotions. For though, when you are inthem 
youthinke you make noe profict by them, ſay 
you doe ; and afterwards you thall taſte the 
fruite thereof: And our Lord will fad a time 
to looke back with pictye ypon ſuch as ſhall 
haue made much way after him, And oneday, 
of thoſe, when our Lord vouchſafes ro looke 
back vpon ys, is worth more then three, of 
thoſe others, wherein w e laboured to.goe afxer 
him. The crowne is prepared for you in hea- 
uen. God willbe your detendour, and will not 
forget you. Perſcuer you in obedience, ll you 
ſee ony Lord of all Lords tn Syon, I beſeech bimuro 


make youdearly his; and that you may be kept | 
fl 


lafe, and proue a ſayne. Amen. 
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yy from him, if you come well prepared, | 
it were not the worſe if it might berw@or | 
three dayes before. Yett now you mult nor | 


| 
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4A Letter of the Authour r0 4 Ca- 
uallier 4 freind ,4nd a Diſci- 
ple of bu. 


On. what doe ſpurres ferue , if the beaſt 
'L befolazic,as lam 2 And then adding to; 
this theburden, which lyes vpon me , of litle 
| bealth; fir is no maruaile , if I neither write, 
nor anſwear, This letter is written in fuch' 
ſtrayres of time , that I know not, whcetacr 
it can be good for any thing , or nae. I have|. 
reioyced much, that the lofant 15 weaned; 
thoughſome dye at that age; as not hauing 
ſtrength, roreate the bread , with the cruſt. 
But Ak our Lord takes you, for a Childy of 
promiſe; as he did Iſaac, I hope in lefuws Chriſt, 
that you will notdycof it, though you ſhould 
beputr toeate ſtones; but that you will feede 
vpon them ; as Chriſt our Lord , feddevpon 
y = wine, with myrrbe, 
God will deliver you-from conſenting 
| to finne , and your temptations ſhall ſcrue 
you , in ſteede of the torment of the Cvoſje, 
for his glorie, who dycd vpon it, And 
though our enemies may bid vs come dow- 
ne, wewill rather chooſe to confefle Chriſt 
our Lord ,. by continuing ypon it ; then to 
putt ourſelues into caſe , by denying him. 


——_—— 
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me -omnipotent- goaodnelle of our «Celeſtial 
Father, whoſe power is ſuch, as to draw good 
out of ewll, and heate out of colde. And the- 
refore be not diſmayde, though you ſee your- 
ſelf abſent, from the protection of your ſpiri- 
tuall Father, on ak ; and though you finde 
| barrenneſſe, where you expected plentie, and 
aboundance, 


— 


our Lord , not that you are to ynderevalue 
his ſeruants; but we muſt obey his ordinance, 


maine in this world, without-ſuccour,  Be- 
cauſe our Lord-is vſually wont jn ſuch caſes 
to doc more viſible, and greater fauours , 1m- 
mediatly, then he did before by meanes of his 
ſeryants, And ſuch a man comes to learne, 


4m, not alone , becauſe my Father is with me, 
Thea , Faith begianes to encreaſe, and Prayer 
dilates it ſelf by Lowe ; which is ſett forward, 
by ſeing , how the ſoule is beloued,, And 


and it was feared, that it would-be dimini- 
Shed. And he findes ſociety, when he is alone; 
and he hach learnc to walke withour a ſtaffe, 
though he be but weake. 

Let tbere be no want of care, to receiue 
| him , who is ll owr good ; and be you cuer 


helpe, when it may bee had , by meanes of | 


whenſocuer he thall be pleaſed ,; that we x6 


that , Non. ſum ſolus , quia Pater mecum eft, | | 
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You are acquainted alreadie,, with that ſupre-\ ' _ | 


Bee not afrayde to be. alone with Chriſt | 


— 


thus it encreaſes by that, by which itſeemed, | 


- 


' Taying,and that withtruth: Loquere Domine,quis 
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1/ audi ſert15/ thus , Sptuke, Lord, fer thy ſerwant bea- 
| res rhee, Shut vpyourſelF1 in the ca[He of your . 
hart, which, chough it be as weake, as zlaſſe, 
yet be, whoconebto dwell there, will make it 
loftrong, char #Mthar, ſhall proue v{#ſſe,w hi h 
can allauitie; oatid ie felf ſhall remain more fir 
| me, ehen tele, And for lacke'of docing this, 
 theſouteis full of weakenefle, and it may ay, 
that, which is written : Dww1ſum et cor eornm, 

' denc_ arenbling.. Ther bart is divided , and they 
Shall mſtantly perish. 
» There is tio place ſecure, where your hart 
may feſt, but in'that ſecrer place of retreare, 
that moſt hidden corner ke NONE Can En- 
ter, bur Chriſt our Lord, cho clauſis, the doo- 
res \berng shurt, For if ir departe from thence, ir 
runncs as great hazard +, as ſome light /yong 
mayde mighrdoe amongit dillolure nien. And 
if fome iutt punilhment, were impoſed, & well 


| executed, tor euery time ,-that the hart ſhould 


be gaddin gvp and downe the ſtrecte , pethaps 
wethould rake watoing by outſelues, as even 
a vety horſe, or thule will doe, Though indee- 
deaman, who watches hiniſelf well , 1b@!} in- 
| tron — be able to finde's punishment , which 
comes downe from heaten, yponthe very hats 
itſelf , quando diligut mavere pedes', When it hath a 
mnde to be gadding ; andetien that, which fol-- 
lowes, is this: «5 Domino won placdin. 

This guifc of recolleFion, muſt be gotten with 
much practiſe, For afterward the hart will 
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ſtay within, euen of ie ſel, chough we open 
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the doore, tolet it out ;as a tamebird, will ftay | E 
in acage. And thisis the roote of allaurſpiri- 4 
ruall profitt , and at the feete of Chriſt our | E 
Lord, we muſt haue ir, if we meane, that it 
Shall be true profit, Chriſt Teſus be: with ys 
all, Amen. 
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| monAannara aro 

| A Letter of the Autihonr to a Ladie , encouraging 
| her to fight the battailes of our Lord. He shewes 
| theſubultyef the dewill, and how ſlyly he temptes 
| ſoules with pride, 
| 


| ADAME , becaulc I conceine that you 
| fight the combarts of Chritt our Lord, | 
and doe franckely offer yourſelf to all afflic- 
| tion, ſo that he may raigne in; your hart: all 
; encouragement and aſliftance is due ro,you, 
from ſuch, as betheſeruants of God, who are 
commaunded to aduertiſe the wicked manof 
the miſcrie, which is growing towards him, | - 1 4 
that ſo he may amende, and ayoyceit; and to 
encourage ſuch as are good; and to goe ſour- 

ding the trumpett before them, when they ſee 
them entring into the battaile; that is to ſay, | E/ay, 
they are to giue hart by the word of God, to 
ſuch, as they percciue to fight for his honour, 
For otherwiſe, as account shallbe demaunded 
of them, farche wicked , whome they bad not 
| warned, ſo alſo forthe 200d, w home they had |gxech,zÞ + 
not encouraged. And ſo they should bepuni- | 
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ſhed both for the euill, which were comtmit- 


omitted by the other. 

Take youtherefore hart, in that combatr, 
which the ancient Serpent makes againſt 
you, he procuring, to diuide you from God, 
and you reſoluing to ſticke cloſe to him: you 
muſt be very watchfull; for his chiefe ayme, 
is. atthe bart, And it troubles him not greatly, 
that a man ſerue God, by recolleRing his eyes, 
by keeping filence, by praying , by ſinging 
the dure office, and the like; but to the hart 
| doth he conuey his poyſon; which is a certai- 
ne vaine kinde of oa can , or proper eſti- 


Virgins , Were virgens ; bur becauſe they bad no! 
oyle in their lampes , they ticard this fad word 
out of the mouth of our Lord. In the word 
of tnaath I ſay to you , t5at | know yeu not» Now, 
what is this lampe , but the hart ? and what 
is. this oyle , but the ſpirit of nuth , which 
maintaynes and feedes it with good workes 
if we meane, thatthey ſhall indeede be good, 
in the htght of Ged > And what is this Spi- 
rit of tra1h , but that , which makes a man 
diſpleafing ro himſelfe , and to ſeeme ill in 


his owne eyes ; and that from his very hart 


vglic, and abominable , and that he is ama- 


zed to conſider, how God canſuffer him vpon 
| the earth? | 


. This is that trath, where in we muſt liue, 
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ted by the one, and forthe good, which were | 


mation , and loue of ourſelues. The fooltsb | 


and ſoule , he may conceiue , that he is all 
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and without this , we line in lyas. And fo-' 
metimes , the more yertue we 'thinke 'we 
haue , and the better we eſtceme ourſelues' in 
health, the more licke R and miſerable we be, 
through the want of this, For confiding in 
ourſelues, werthinke we are ſomewhat; whe- 
reas indeede it is not ſoe, in his fight, who 
diſcernes our harts , and faith : Thow beſt the | pee 
| name of one , who lines , whereas indeede thaw | 3» "| 
art dead. He hath the name of ane”, that lines: | - 
who falles not into publike ſinnes , which 
the world eondemnes for enormous, Bur if 
neuertheleſle, he fall into other linnes, which 
Fare condemnedin the iudgement of Almigh- 
tie God ; for what doth it ſerue him, to be 
abſolucd by the world, when he is cenſured by 
that juſt Judge? 

The world , knowes riot, how to holde 
that man for wicked, nor to puniſh him for 
ſuch, who onely hath a good opinion , and 
complacence in himſelf with pride, or at leaſt 
is not diſplealing to himſelf ; but in theiudge- 
ment of God, that man is held for proude, and 
blinde , whodoth nor, euen ſtinke to himſelf, | 
as if he carried ſome dead dog, tyed to his noſe; 
and who hath not a profound internall ſha- 
me , in the ſight of his Creatour; as heere men 
| vſe to haue , when they arc preſented before 
ſome Iudge, having beene taken,in theminer, 
with enormous crimes. And if this pride arrive | 
to be a mortall (inne, thendoth it wholy ſqua- 
re,&agree to him, which was ſaid before,io the 
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pron of Ggd ; and if it ve bur veniall.,-this 
liyres with him bur in parte. how haſt the face 
'of 4 barlott , and knoweſt not , what belongs to the 
'bauing of any 5hame, Now it is an ill fauoured 
ſpott in aſoule, to be voyde of shame, as it is 
cuen exteriourly, when women want it. 

The world condemnes not a man's conh- 
dence in himſelf, nor the eſtimation ,'which he 
may haue of himſelf, nora reſolute will, which 
he may haue to procure his owne contentinst, 


But in the {izht of God, theſe and ſuch other 
| . O - 
things ategreat offences , and they hinder gra- 


ce, and our friendship with bim, if they be more | 


tal'; and if they be but veniall ; yet they hinder 
'the ptofitt , w hich we might make of the gra- 
'ce, wethaue; and it deſtroyes all inward com- 
munication with our Lord, Thedeuill know- 
ing this, it troubles him not much, that aſoule 
may be aliue, after the large manner , if inte- 
riourly, and ſpiritually it be dead. And many 
times he procures not, that ſuch a perſon may 


he should c6mitr any ſuch, he would þe much 
confoynded thereat, For, obſeruing , that he 
had done things, which euen, in the eyes of 
tne world were ſo wicked, he would take pe- 
nance to hart, and would be diſpleaſing to 


himſelf, in bis very ſoule; and ſo would mende. 


But the deuill deſires xo holde him tyed faſt vp, 
ina oeope interiour blindenefle, and fo keepes 
ſhim ſafe for himſelf , without inducing bim 
to commirr other ſinnes, For if he fell into 
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fall into apparent, and deformed linnes ; for if 
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You therefore muſt be ſure, tocarry your 
eyes open, ypon your owne hart ; and when 
you hnde not there a profound contempt , and 
confutzon of yourſelt, inthe high'preſence of 
Almightie God : be you well fared , that you 
are farre from know ing yourſelf ; and that 
you haueyer, no other eyes , but of flech and 
bloud; and no true celeſtiall light at all. For 
this light ſearches into the moſt hidden cor- 
ners, and makes the ſoule highly ashamed, 
cuen of thoſe things , which in the ſight of 
worldly eyes, will feeme to hane beene well 
done, After this shame, teares of griete and 


| the ſoule is wholy, and abſolutely made ſubiect 
to God, & to euery creature for his ſake. Now, 
whenthis is wanting, all things goe after ano- 
therfashion, and the wound is not cured, but 
onely skinned, And inthat caſe, we mult call 
vpon our Celeſtiall Phifition, & not give ouer, 
till, by litle and litle, we may gett ſome ſmall 
thread of light, whereby to enter, and ſee the 
retraites and darke holes thereof, and finde 
her faultes euen in thoſe things, which haue 
apparance to be welldone. 

Our Lord doth not inſtantly imparte this 
guift ; but when himſelf is beſt pleaſed to doe 


it. And in the meane time, let vs know, that 


true humility are wont to growe ; whereby | 


ITE ——_— 


—__ 


we mult be ſure, not to putt confidence in our 
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'| Paning of any shame, Now it is an ill fauoured 


ſpott in aſoule, to be voyde of shame, as it is 
cucn exteriourly, when women want it. 

| The world condemnes not a man's conh- 
dence in himſelf, nor the eſtimation ,which he 
may haue of himſelf, nora reſolute will, which 
he may haue to procure his owne contentint, 
But in the {izht of God, theſe and ſuch other 


things atcgreat offences , and they hinder gra- 
ce, and our friendship with him, if they be mvor- | 
[tal'; and if they be bur veniall, yet they hinder 
the ptofitt , which we might make of the gra- 
'ce, wehaue; and ir deſtroyes all inward com- 
munication with our Lord, Thedeuill know- 
ing this, it troubles him not mucb, that a ſoule 
may be aliue, after the large manner , if inte. 
[rioutly, and ſpiritually it be dead. And many 
times he procures not, that ſuch a perſon may 
fall into apparant, and deformed linnes; for if 
he should c6mitr any ſuch, he would þe much 
confoynded thereat, For, obſeruing , that he 
had done things, which euen, in the eyes of 
tne world were ſo wicked, he would take pe- 
nance to hart, and would be diſpleaſing to 
himſelf, in bis very ſoule; and ſo would mende. 
But the deuill defires xo holde him tyed faſt vp, 
inadeepe interiour blindenefle, and ſo keepes 
him ſafe for himſelf , without inducing bim 
to commire other ſinnes. For if he fell into 
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them alſo, he would peraduenture giue ouer 
both the one, and the other, and fo eſcape out 
of his hand. 

You therefore muſt be ſure, tocarry your 
eyes open, ypon your owne hart ; and when 
you hnde nor there a profound contempt , and 
confutzon of yourſelt, inthe high preſence of 
Almightie God :be you well —_ , that you 
are farre from know ing yourſelf ; and that 
| you haue yer, no other eyes , but of flech and 
bloud; and no true celeſtiall light at all. For 
this lighr ſearches into the moſt hidden cor- 
ners, and makes the ſoule highly ashamed, 
cuen of thoſe things , which in the fight of 
worldly eyes, will feeme to hane beene well 
done, After this shame, teares of oricte and 
true humility are wont to growe ; whereby | 
the ſoule is wholy, and abſolutely made ſubiect 
to God, & to euery creature for his ſake. Now, 
whenthis is wanting, all things goe after ano- 
therfashion, and the wound is not cured, but 
onely skinned, And inthat caſe, we mult call 
vpon our Celeſtiall Phifttion, & not giue ouer, 
till, by litle and litle, we may gett ſome ſmall 
thread of light, whereby to enter, and ſee the 
retraites and darke holes thereof, and finde 


her faultes euen in thoſe things, which haue | 


apparance to be welldone. 
Our Lord doth not inſtantly imparte this 
guift ; but when himſelf is beſt pleaſed to doe 


| 


it. And in the meane time, let vs know, that 


| WE muſt be ſure, not to purtr confidence in our | 
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owne workes; and if yet this vertue be now 
wanting to vs , let vs confde in our Lord, 
| that he will beſtow it vpon vs, in his good ti- 
me. For he, that promiſed That be wilb not gize 
4 flone to him , who sball demannde bread; and that 
our Father of beauen,, will give « good ſpirit to ſuch 
45 acke it, T beſeech him to be your light, that 
fo you may know him , to honour him; and 
that you may know yourſelf, to deſpiſe your- 
ſelf. And departe you , wholy from yourſelf, 
that you may be wholy ſubiet to him. You 
muſt alſo conſider, that you muſt not want ſo- 
me bodie, cucn heere on earth , who may call 
you to an actount, therefore ſoe you gert great 
ſtore of ſanctity againit the time , when you 
ſhall zoeinto another world. And, inthe mea- 
| ne while, beſure, there be nothing in you, for 
| which it may importe me to chide you; and for 
which you may haue reaſon to be athamed , as 
| hauing beene a cauſe of payne to vs both. 
Chriſt our Lord keepe you cuer, inthat fade of 
his , which was pierced by a launce, Amen. 
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A Letter of the Authour to a certaind 
Preacher , againſt the tempration of 


diſconfidece, 5 of thebenefitts which 

we enioy in Chriſt our lord. 

D Oe not, Sir, I beſeech you, conceiue anie 

vnkindeneſle at my hands, bucforgiue me 
as 5. Payl faith ; lince God hathforgiuen lic of- 
fences, which we haue cornmitred againſt him, 
You know alreadic , how full of faults I am, 
which might ſufhce to make anic man fayle in 
the ſeruice, which he owes, Somerimes I haue 
wanteda mellenger,asI did, where I hauc bee- 
ne of late, and doe yet remaine For if no bodie 
bring me word of anie, I know not, where If 
am to (ceke him, I beſeech you, Sir, beleiue, 
that in a matter of morezmportance I will haue 
loue enouFh forthe doeing you ſeruice. 

I holde this diſtruſt of Saluation , to which 
yourell me, you are ſubic&, for a moſt plaine 
temptation, Nay , I holde it, not onely to be 
certaine, bur ſortishy alſo. For it deſerues no | 
better name, then that, if it will not be diſchar-' 
ged , by the conſideration of theſe benefits, 
which we poſleſſe in Chriſt our lord , as if this 
bulineſle, were the worke of our hands, orthe 
rewarde of our meritts; and not by the grace of 


God, through leſus Chriſt, Y ou muſt therefore | 
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enlarge your litle hart , towards the immenſe- 
nefle of thatloue, wherewith the Father gaue 
{ vs his Sonne, and with him, gaue vs himſclf, 
and the Ho'ir=Gvoff, and all things, Receiue this 
grace, with giuing of thankes , and cnioy you. 
God, ſince he beſtowes himſelf ypan you, And 
if your demeritrs fright you , remember , that 
| one of the benefitts, which the Father impar- | 
testo vs in Chriſt our lord; is the payement of 
our debts : and the ſweerening , and appealing ; 
of that wrath , which our ſinnes deſerued. 

Why doe you doubt of a pardon, fince you 
doubt not of that Paſſion , which he endured for 
f our finnes 2 What doth it profitt you, to con- 
felle, that Chrift our lord dyed for vs ( he wh: 
ws luft, for vs, that were vmuſt) if you beleiue 
not, that his death killed our finnes : and now, 
if they be dead, why do you feare them? For 
the Children of Iſrael , whome our lord drew 
out of Ezypr, ſeing that their enemies were 
drowned in the ſea , did not feare , but ſun 
praiſes to our lord : taking occaſion es 
from thole very enemies, who had perſecuted 
them before ; and whoime formerly they had 
feared. And though we hane not fo affured 
Faith , that our ſinnes arepardoned , as we are 
fare, thatourlord , dyed for them, ( becauſe 
we do not fo certainly know. , that his merits 
arc applyed to vs) yet the new hart, which God 
gaue vs, when hecalled vs to himſeif, may be 
2 good ligne of his friendshipp , and pardon, 
: whereby we-may well hope that our finnes alſo 
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by his hand, 


the Throneof God. . 


art forgiuen, And beſides that fpryrc of bein 
| children, wi\ich he gaue vs, when bc imparted 
his loue, as the loue of a Father to vs, niay well 
betaken for a particular aſſurance , that inthe | 
hart of God, we ate eſteemed as his ſonnes, 
fince in our haxes, w eeſtceme him as our Father, 
For it is blaſphemie to afhrme , that I louing 
God, he should not loue me: lance that loue 
wherewith I loue him, is neuer giuen me, bur | 


I beſeech you, thinke not of our lord , wit 
ashort hart, & a ſtraite , butin great beleife of, 
his goodnefle , as we are commaunded, And, 
caſt yp your eyes, to that ſigne of our ſaluation,, 
Corift our lord; who is the aſſurance of our, 
hope ;and who is ſoacceptable to his Father, , 
and by whoſe participation, we are alſo,made 
acceptable to him, 'and we haue alfured hope, 

throughhis bloud, co enioy eterualllife , before] 


g his 


j 


| Andifit ſceme to you , that,your workes are 


| 
| 


weake,, and poore , :it is'reaſon you, should} 
thinke ſo ſtill, But what reaſon isthis, why: your, 


Should looſe your confidence 2 By Chriſt 'oury| 
'lord, we were made freinds.of enemies; and by | 
him we are conſerued ip bis fxiendsbipp,. Wei 
had greater impeditnents to be well with God, 
when, we were ſubie tocurſinnes, before we | 
knew God : then now we haue, by thedefedts,, 
into which we fall, Sothat, if our former ſin» - 
nes, could not hinder that gtace , which was 
communicated to vs in C/1:ft-our lord : much 
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 lefleshall our preſent faults , be able to breake 
of this friendshipp, we being now incorpore- 
tedin Chrift, who is beloued by his Father. 
A'good thing it'isfor vs to feele gur pouer- 
tie, and miſcrie :'but yetiirmuſt be with condi- 
tion ,-that withall'p we belciue highly of the 
bountie, and richesof the -mercie of God. And 
let vs glorifye his goodnefle in our wickednef- 
ſe: ſince with ſo mach loue he tolerates his chil- 
dren, who are ſofaultic , ſo weake, and {o mi- 
ſerable, Why should you depriue God of the 
gloric, to haue great latitude of love towards bis 
children > For by reaſon of the faith ,, and loxe, 
which wee carrie to his ſonne, he hath patience, 
with the faults, which we comritt ; when once 
We haue bewailed them, and done true penan- 
ce for them, Ow 
Beleine therefote now at length, that as the- 
reis goodnefſe enough-in God, to make you 
loue him : ſo there is meritt enough in Chriſt our | 
lord, tomake you bebeloued for his ſake : and 
live'you with gratitude, for the bencfitts, which 
you' haue recciued, as alſo for the pardon of 
thoſe errours , which you daily committ. And 
be daily accepting of all good occaſions, and/| 
doht che warresof our lord with ioy : as that 1u- 
das Machabers did. And God giuing you, that 
| which hegiues, you may hope, you hall enioy 
his kingdome , though perhaps you may be pure 
fo ſuffer in temporall fire, for the hay , and ftraw, 
#nd woed, which $hall be found in your ſoule, | 
_ | © Be you cuer breathing more and more towards 
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Profict in ſpirit: but yet (o, asthatit may be ac» 
with quiceneſſe , grounded vpon 
Confidence, For though it should grow-to be 
no mote, then now it is, cuen that being care- 
fully kept, will ſuffice for your ſaluacion, Bur 
if youlooke onely ypon yourſelf, we are all (o 


full of faults, that your ſoule will neuer bee | 


without diſmay : nor will you perceive, chat 
you are greatly beloued by our lord, Andthen 
proceeding ab ſuch a manner as that , how 
will you be able to ſerue him, and giuegulit, to 
his bole ſpirit, which is dwelling in-you, For this- 
ſpirit is chearefull : and: we checke it, by our an= 
guish, anddiſmay : againſt-which $, Paulthus 
diſlwades vs, ſaying. That we muſt not contriſlate 
the bolie ſpirit of our lord, The ſumme of all is this, 
chat you muſt know, and conſider your faules: 
and that they muſt ſeeme very great in your 
eyes: and you muſt bewaile and latnente them 
| by Confeſdion and Penance. Bur yer ſtill you muſt 
| conſider, that thoſe benefirts , which wepoſlel- 
{ce in Coriſt our lord , are greater: by reaſon whe- 
reof, you muſt confide yourſelf co be beloued:; 
and you muſt doe it with much than ketfullneſle, 
| And if God doe nomore , but continue that to 
you, which you haue alreadie , cuen that may / 
ſ{ufhſe, as hath beene ſayd, ro make you hope | 
for erernall life. . 
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_ | thewrath of God. Our lord punishes ſonte by 


though the thing , which you endure , may 
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A. Letter of the Authour to an afflified woman. He 
declares , that effiiFions come euther through the 
fault of the partie , or elſe for tryall ; and bow one 
is lo Carrie bimſelf in tribulation. 


T He grace and peace of our lord lejws , be 
eucr with you, Amen. The true loue, whe- 
rewith I louc youin leſs Chriſt, hath cauſed ſo 
great compaſſion in me towards you, inreſpect 


you to ſome purpoſe. I know not , my good- 


fort, or rather, whether I shall not helpe you to 
weepe. Nor doe I know , whether or no , I 
Should tell you , that the trouble, which you 
haue, 1s good, andthat you areto carrie itwith 


as it ſeemes ro you, and that as ſuch you are to 
fly from ir. 1 ſee , that if manic good men en- | 
dure fuch accidents, as this, there are alſo very 


it bea figne of laue , to others it is aneffect of 


theſt mcanes, and to others , whodeſerue no | 
punishment, he ſendes them as tryalls;and he 


preſentes them with an-.occafion of meritt. And | 


} proceede from either of theſe two cauſes; yer 1 | 


= 


Hye Ap SPAIN SE EKBOIS MN 200k | ” | -GORQ | 


| of what you ſuffer, chat ic hath moued me to | 
wrue'this letter, withdefire, that it may ſerue 


lifter ; whether I. shall purt you into anie com- | 


jllmen , who endurethe ſame. Andif co ſome, | 
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ioy ; and that I should nor graunt, thatitis ill, | 
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am not ſotric , that you perſwade yourſelf, 
that it is not fo likelie to be a proofe of your 
vertues, as che punishment of ſome light fault, 
ifthat fault may well be accounted light, which 
deſcrues ſo heauie a punishment. For if the 
ſaints themſelues aknayw ledge , that thereisno 
goodneſle in themſelues , but manie faultes, 
and much wickednefie; how much more myſt 
you doe ir, who know yourlſelfto be farre from 
ſandticie , and fo full of finne? 

And now, if you holde it for more probable 
that theſe fruits growe from this roote , the re» 
medie muſt be , that you examine well, if you 


{erue punishment, And know , that for the 
molt parte, ir v{cs to be ſome litle duſt of yaine- 
glorie: andif you ſee nor the true reaſon of it, 


when not withſtanding you are ſo full of faul- 
tes, you can diſcerne none. 

* Bur now , fincethe blow is come , hawble 
yourſelf vnder the mightie hand of Ged : as Kno- 
wing, that you are worthije of greater torment, 
Beſecch him, to haue mercie on you , and that 
he caſt you not of from himſelf. Say: O lord , I 
haue firined, and anie punishment, how $sharp 
 ſoeuer, is in icfelf, roo light for me : conſide- 
ring thegreatneſle of my (innes. If thou be pleg- 
ſed to punish me, hereI am, extende the hand, 
o lord, diſcharge the blow : Curt, burne , and 
| kill : onely permitt not , thar I be diuided, and 


haue done anie thing , for which you may de- |' 


eſteeme your caſe to be ſo much the worle, 
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driven away fromthee. If I haue ſinned, letnot. 
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chy punishmenr be, to let me Gnneanie more, 
for the naturall punishment of afault, is payne, 
and not aſecond faulr, | 
But now neuertheleſſe , I would not, that 
by your thinking your faultes , to haue beene 
the cauſe of your | croſles, you chould diſcem- 
fort yourſelf , and be fo farre diſmayed, as to 
make you fall, andthar as by ſome precipices 
intodeſpaire. deſire; - onthe one (ide, that you 
ds, yourſelf , belciuing that your finnes | 
| haue deſerued them, and onthe other (ide, that 
you be comforted by remembring , that you are 
[thechilde of God , and none of them , who are 
forgotten, fince y our facher hath beene carefull 
to carreGt you as a childe, for fcare leaſt elſe 
| you would hauc beene worſe, And beleiue me | 
in one thing , though I be no Prophet , that if 
our lordin his mercie, had not humbled you, | 
as he hath done, you would perhaps haue fallen | 
| into ſome parte 'of Lucifer's pride , which had 
beene infinitely worſe + and therefore hath he 
kept you ſo humble , that you neither dare, nor 
{cuer ſo muchas can, ' holde vpyour head. 
Giue thankes cherefore ro our lord for this | 
fauour , and-be happic in that you hage his 
grace, Bur alreadieI know, you will ſay thus to 
| me: )f I could be ſure , that I were hig childe, 
and not his enemie : and that this were the cor- 
, reCtion of a father , and notthepunishment of a 
» Tudge : If I could perſwade myſelf outright, 
k that I were in his fauour, what could I wish 
. for more then that? Bur 1 verily beleine, that 
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valelle ic nigot be hell, chere is nur {0 wicked a 
creature, as | ain, to be found : and how then 
can I polleſle ſuch a thing as grace-? This life 


it isalife, or to ſpeake more truly, it is a verie 
death of the damned. 

O ny good iſter, if you know the guift of 
God, and what kKiude of people they are, who 
for the moſt parte are purt to ſuffer ſuch things, 
as theſe: you would perhaps reioyce, If I (aw, 
that the enemyes onely of God , did-endure 
them, infallibly I should be much aftlitted : bur 
I fade, that his beſt frieads gre tempted inthis 
kinde : and why then should 1 not be com- 
forted thereby. ? Iob the holie man, ſaw him- 
ſelf one day in ſo'ſad acaſc, that he ſayd : I haue 
deſ{paired, Such things had pailed in his hart, 
| that he ſeemed to be fallen into Celpayre, But 
totheende, that we may ſec, that indeede he 
did not deſpaire , he inſtantly goes to aske mer- 
cie: and he, who as\es mercie, deſpaires not. 
Dauid ſayd , as we all know,, that God 
had caſt hum cleane out of his fight , and that be ſaw 
himſelf couered with cbſcuruie , and darkeneſſe, and 
enuironed een by the ſorrowes of death, and the dan- 
ger of hell. And heſayth, that ſuchthings hap- 


he, through whoſe hart they had paſled. 

1 will omitt the tribulations of S. Paul, 
which were cauſed by Satan, and whichmade 
him hang downe the head ; for of theſe you 
haue heard many other times. In the lives of 


of mine, is not alife of tae ſonnes of God : but |, 


pened to him, as no man will ynderſtand , but | 
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thoſe holie F athers, I haue read manie things, 
which I ſhould neuer have belciued, if the Au- 


| thour were hot a man of much authoritie, 


And enen, atthis day, we heare and ſee ſtrange 


things, which arriue to certaine deuour per- | 


ſous, and ſeruants of our Lord ; and he hath 
drawen them out of theſe temptations, with 
great ſpirituall gayne. Whereby we gather:thar 
2man inſuch caſes, muſt, like Abraham, be- 


leinethat, which he ſees not; and hope, cuen | 


againſt hope itſcif. 
Tell me, my good Siſter , haite you ſcene 
thefeporters heate their fornace > Haue you 


feene that ſmoake which is ſo thicke & black? | 


Thar kindling of fyre, and euen thereſemblan- 


ceof hell it ſelf, which paſles there? who would | 


beleiue, but that the potts, which ſtand there 
within, would be mouldred cuen to duſt , by 
the rage of that fyre > Or that at leaſt , they 
wonld not grow to be as fowle as pitch, by the 


grofeneſie of the ſmoake? Andyet, when that | 


faric is paſt , and the fire quenched, andthe ti- 
me come, when they ynfurnace the potts, you 
fee, that though they were {oft , and made of 


durt, they come forth as hard as ſtone ; and | 
they, who formerly were ſo very browne,ſhew | 
themſclnes as white as ſnow; and ſoneate and | 
daintie otherwiſe, that they become therable | 


of kings. 


We are called by $. Paul, by the name of | 


pottsgf clay , andcertaineiy with greatreaſon; | 
ſihce weare {6 ſoft, and weakein ſuffering the 
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| uetheliquourof grace, which was infuſed into 
| you by Almightie God. | 
They will bake you, my good Siſter, and | 


ts. th, —— ——_— D— 


buſineſſe will be at an ende. Be not you dil- 


Knockes of affliction. Make account, that you 
allo are ſome poore litle potr, & that they haue 
putt yon out to bake; For you were ſo weake, 
as that you could not well retaine, and confer- 


you mult haue paticnce. They haue truſt you | 
into the furnace of tribulation, Endure now 
thoſe fyres, thoſe foggye flames, andrhoſeob- 
ſcurities , and by confiding in the wiſedome 
and goodnefle of our good potter , you ſhall 
not be turned into aſhes, which may be carried 
away bythe winde , nor disfigured by anie ill 
marke, which may be putt vpon you; but ra- 
ther you-hall become hard , in being able to 
ſuffer; that ſo, thongh you ſhould fall, you may 
not breake yourſelf, And you ſhall be alſo pur- 
ged from that diſgracefull colour, which beto- 
re you had; and finally you ſhall be made fitr, 
and capable to be a veſlell of honour, and to be 
ſerued vp to the tableof Almightic God. Pro-' 
cure, not to come broken out of the furnace, 
leaſt they caſt you heere, and there, asa thing 
of nothing. Thoſe potts are onely broken, 
which looſe their patience in the furnace of 
tribulation; butI confide in our Lord,that you 
will be able to come forth, without any hure, 
Suffer now a litle, for quickly the whole 


mayde, how buſicſocuer the deuillbe, Lerhim 
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you in God, Itis a {igne, that thedeuill hath no 
| parte in you, ſince he followes youſo hard, For 
| if he had you in his hand, he would not follow 
you. Itis aſigne, that you are departed out of 
his kingdotne, fince he hath diſpatchedſo ma- 
ny ſquadrons of armed-men after you. 

You are paſſing out of the darkeneſle of 
Egypt, that you may goe tothe land, which 
our Lord hath promiſed you ; and now beho]- 
de, how Pharao followes you, with his whole 
armie, You finde all waycs thutt vp againit 

you. The redd ſeais before you, and your ene- 
| mies are behinde you; and you finde nor anie}. 
meanes, whereby ta eſcape. But feare not;haue 
good hope, and you ſhall ſee the wonders, 
which our Lord will worke. Our Lord will 
fight for you ; and you ſhall but holde your 
peace. Our Lord will open a way for you, 
chroughthe midſt of the ſea, The waues the- 
reof ſhall ſerue you fora wall , both- on the 
| right hand, and on theleft; and you ſhall paſle, 
without ſo much as wetting your foote, 
through the midſt of your tribulations , and 
temptations, whereas your cnemics ſhall be 
drowned therein, | 
Docbutconceiue, what ioy that will be, 
when (all the, people of God , being paſled. 
through the dangerous ſca of this world ) the 
moſt Bleſſed Virgin Marie ( who was figured in 
the perſon of that other Maric . the lifter of 
Moyfſes ) ſhall beginne to ſing that Canticleof | 
ſo great triumph; and when you in companie 
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of other Virgins ſhall anſwear her, 
And tothe ende, that you may be yet more 


{comforted , know from me, that you hauc no+| 


cauſe of any ſcruple; for your caſe is rather,that 
you ſuffer torment, then that you c6mitt linne. 
For ſo that you conſent not freely to thoſe 
remprations , nor delight yourſelf in thoſe 
choughts , which the deuilloffers ; and defire 
Q2or, for your parte, ſo much as to thinke the- 
reof, what cauſe of {cruple can you haue? And 
you ſhall beleive me, asa man , who knowes 
your conſcience well, that how ſocuer yol may 
thinke, that you baue giuen conſent ; it is bur 
feare, which makes you thinkeſo; as it hap- 
pens to them, who are (icke of feauers, or be 


| ſubic&-eo any ſtrong paſſion, Let this ſcrye-to 


excuſe you, for that which is paſt ; but not to 
diſcharge you from being diligent inthe futu- 
re, And though ſome lirle thing should haue 
ſtucke to you , and though you had ſuffe- 
red ſome light hurt, yer (o long as ybu render 
not, nor yeilde yourſelf to be overcome, the 
very wounds, which haue beene receiued b 
anie manat armes inthe ſeruice of a king,haue 
beautie and glorie in his ſight, 

The benefitt, and meritt, which youdraw 
out of the victory, is greater then the preiudice, 
which you ſuffer in tie conflict, and therefore 
ler ——_ trouble you, 
beleiuing, that thoſe imaginations, orrempta« 
tions are any things of yours ; or wrought 
yop. Workes they areof Lucifer , and ©. ordes 
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they are of his ſpeaking, and images of his re- 
preſenting. Beholde you all that bulinefle as a 
thing belonging to others, and wherewith 
| you haue nothing to doe. And carrie yourſelf 
iult fo, as you would doe, when you should 
heare a man blaſpheme ; or ſpeake anie other | 
fowledeformed wordes ; for which, thouga 
you would be much in paine, inregardeof the 
offence, which thereby is done to Almightie 
God; yet in fine, it would bea kinde of com- 
fort in ſome reſpeto you, when youſaw,thar 
it wasnot you, who offended him. b0 
Lett it grieve you, that the deuill doth 
both ſay, of doe ſo like himfelf : and ler ir 
comfort youto conſider, that it is not you, bur 
he., andthar he will ſmart for it. S. Paul ſaith, 
that he gloried in his afflictions, &tribulations: 
becauſe the vertue and ſtrength of Chriſt our 
Lord, shined more therein. | 

My good Siſter, if indeede you loue Chriſt 
our Lord ; you will reioyce, for that glorie, 
which hegathers from your infirmity. Doth it 
tiotſeeme to you, that God shewes his ſtrength 
in you, fince by the weakeneſlc of a poore mi- 
ſcrable woman, who is indeede but a very chil- 
de,and a ſick creatyre;and a kinde of nothing, 
he onercomes the ſtrength ,, and courage of 
thoſe infernall powers? Will not you bethen 
content to be aſſaulted ; ypon condition , that 
Chriſt our Lord may beglorificd? Yes certain- | 
ly, I know you will , and that moſt willingly: 
Nor can I beleiue lefle of that charitiez which 
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you carrie,that our Lord may be pleaſed toſer- "og 
ue himſelfof you, whetheritbein proſperitie, | 
or aduerſity, in ſweete or bitter, by way cither | 
of loue ; ar greife, cither in peace, or warre. | "OA 
Our Lord is pleaſed now , tht you fſerue him | 
{ in warre, and yndet the incommodities of hea- | 
te, andcolde, with your weapons by your fide, 
both day and night : þeing content with bre- | 
ken ſleepes, = being Chie@to ſurpriſes,as if '$ 
youſtand vpon the toppe of a pike : yea and [ 
| ( though it will Mid you moſt ) you muſt 
contente yourſelf to be farre abſeht fromyour 
| king. Burt after this ſeaſon, there will eome 
| | another, and our Lord will commaunde , that 
you ſhall ſerue him in his banketting-houſe, 
| where you shall enioy as much,.as you cande- | 
| | fire, Inthe meanetime, youshallioyein this; | 
; that youaredocing him ſeruice, And I beſeech 
him to ſtrehgthen your ſoule,that foit may be '4 
able to fghe the battailles of our Lord,and to +4 
make you a conquerour therein, that ſo'you | -. 
may deſerue that Crowne of glorie, which he , 
hath promiſed to ſuch, as ouercome; Amen, | 1.0 


